JOHN IRWIN COOPER

is Professor of History
at McGill University

Printed in Canada

THE LIVING PAST OFMONTREAL
LE PASSE VIVANT DE MONTREAL

R. D. Wilson and Eric McLean.

R. D. Wilson's captivating drawings of the old
quarter of Montreal accompanied by Eric McLean’s
descriptive text. In English and French.

128 pages — 2 maps — 44 drawings, $4.95 cloth,
$2.95 paper.

PORTRAIT OF A PERIOD

A Collection of Notman Photographs 1856-1915
J. Russell Harper and Stanley Triggs, editors.

“No other book I've seen during this Centennial year
portrays so well the look and feel of Canada in the
last half of the Nineteenth Century. The Notman
collection is history elevated to the status of art.”

The Globe Magazine.

174 plates, 40 figures, $20.00
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I his lively account of

Montreal emphasizes the last
150 years of its history. It is the
story of Montreal’s people, of
its various municipal admin-
istrations, and of its growth to
the cosmopolitan centre it

is today.

The late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries saw the
reign of the monopolists :

“In the classical life cycle,

the Montrealer was born in a
house made with Aitken’s
cement, was surfeited on
McConnell’s or Redpath’s
sugar, travelled on Forget's
streetcar, paid his bills to Holt's
electrical and gas company,
smoked McDonald’s (Mac-
donald’s) tobacco and Davis’s
cigarettes, and was buried in

a coffin from the casket trust.”

More recently the corrupt mu-
nicipal régimes of the 1940’s
and 1950’s resulted in an orgy
of commercialized vice, with
the highly questionable oper-
ations of bawdy houses and
gambling saloons openly tol-
erated by the police and the
city administration. This “reign
of thieves” was followed by a
reform administration led by
Lucien Saulnier and Jean Dra-
peau, who later, by bringing
Expo 67 to Montreal, brought
Montreal to the world.

“Modern Montreal presents a
rich mosaic of peoples....There
are few cities in America
where the geographical min-
gling of peoples has gone so
far, and yet where the cultural
identity is so vigorously main-
tained. Where but in Montreal
could there be found a Notre
Dame de Grace kosher butcher
shop ?”*




