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A CAMPING TRIP TO CHATEAUGUAY LAK’
EARLY IN SEPTEMBER.

Leaving the Ogdensburgh R.R., at Ellenburk Stat i
we gtarted in a lumber-wagon for Chateauguay Lak
There is nothing remarkable in this road, until w
reach Ellenburg Corners. There a small but neat vi
lage is situated, about five miles from the Station.— _
Driviog two miles further, we came to a small villag
—Ellenburg Center—where thére are a few neat houses
a neat and substantial church, and a post-office, A
this point we leave behind us the last signs of civiliza
tion, and begin the rougher part of the journey. Soor
a dense forest of gigantic pines, and smaller trees
closes in and hem the road cn either side, while ou:
wagon is jolted over stones and stumps, which lie in
our way. Numbers of ‘the trees which we' passed
seemed to be quite dead, and ‘stood gaunt and grim,
with their naked limbs’ stretched skyward. Later in
the fall deer are often 'seen ‘crossing this Toad. Part-
ridges flew up in every direction as our wagon passed
along, but we allowed them to whur off unmolested.—
A short but rough drive set us clear of the thick tim-
ber, and emerging we caught our first glimpse of the
lower lake, lying at the feet of the smaller Chatean-
guay Mountains. Close by thig lake stands a hotel
kept by one McPherson, stationed here for the con-
venience of camping parties. Here you may obtain
all the requisites for the camp. Having procured our
| boats, gnides, and a well-trained dog, we started for
the upper and largest lake. As we sailed up this nar-
row lake-—which is not half as broad as the upper one
—we noticed the same strange appearance of the trees
aghore, that had attracted our notice before. Fire
does not seem to be the destroyer, as they are not-at
all charred, but stand in scattered groups without one
strip of foliage. These groups are only the exceptions,
for so far as, and wherever the eye can reach, are
dense forests, clothed in ‘their brightest green. A
short row brings us to the narrow passage, connecting
the two lakes. So concealed is this passage, that a
boat in advance of you seems'to plunge into the foliage
of the trees on shore. Swiftly we glide through this
opening, and dart'out into Chateauguay Lake proper. |
™ » F S
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Here we have the best view of the lake ; from this point
it widens suddenly, and is hemmed in on all sides by
lofty mountains, their slopes covered with dénse forests.
These dense forests afford ample shelter for herds of
deer which pasture there, In the center of the lake !
stands a rich island, rising abruptly out of the water,
on its summit stands a log hat built for campers.—
Several of these huts may be seen in different parts of
the lake. Sailing by this island, we' make for a point
g little distance ahead, which is partially clear of tim-
ber. ~ This is our chosen camping ground, and is in the
neighborhood of the best fishing and hunting grounds.
As the first boat neared the shore,alarge rabbit jump-
ed from:the cover to have a look at as, but hardly had
it shown itself when a tube, glittering in the rays of
the now setting sun, was pointed, and a report echoed
thundering along the mountains, discovering to us the
grand echo. As we landed and drew up our boats, the
dusky tints of evening had sef in, and we soon found it
expedient to put iato use the musquito nets we had
withus, The tent was soon pitched and smudge fires
were lit in several places to keep off the flies, which
swarmed in perfect clouds around us. Having pre-
pared.and finished our first meal, we were soon coiled
under'the covers. A And now ye fireside sportsmen—
ye who laugh at musquitoes and dare black-flies to
hinder your repose—share with us this first night our
tent, and if you sleep as the weary man—if your
dreams run on regardless of black-flies and the mus-

quitoes’ hum,—we will indeed envy you. Although
snugly tucked in blankets, and our faces covered with
the finest nets, midnight found us far from the land of
dreams. Ifany were lulled'to sleep by the musquitoes’
hum, it was only to dream of stinging and buzzing
flies. The flies seemed to cover us, having managed
to get up our sleeves and down our necks, Nets mus-

Juitoe proof, were of no avail against black fli
Shortly after midnight a general skedaddle took f

[ from the tent, and we were forced to' lie ‘under cover

['of smoke. Oiling seems to keep these flies off for a

time, only until theoil has'time to dry off. At last

| morning came, and with it our misery ceased. This

|

I

fortunately was the only night we ‘were annoyed.—

| Cold dewey nights setting in, the flies” retired to the




swamps. f\ few minutes’ row trom our camp brought '
us toan infet called Rocky Inlet. Here the trout are
pretty abundant, but do not seem ‘to be very large.—
Numbers of salmon and brook trout are taken in some

| of these inlets—chiefly the latter.: The inlets at the
head of thé lake seem to be the best grounds. ' From
one of these, we brought 180 trout, the first day. A
sail up oné of ‘these curious passages is well worth a
| visitor's time. = The scenery is very wild and gingular.
On either side are patches of these strange, barren
trees,—some of them overhanging and bending into the |
water; ‘others being partly submerged; and sticking up
in the shape of snags. Hundreds of grackles flew from |
free to tree, with hoarse crieg: (The Rusty Grackle
QlIiSCH.lUS-FCTT\]gi.”eUS~/AZN‘LA;) while now and again
the lonely bittern, or great blue heron, would start up
with their loud croak, to add to the wildness of the
scene. « If the explorer is one who delights to see Na-
ture in her wilds, he will be filled with wonder and de-
light. At the extreme end of these inlets, lie meadows
known as the Beaver Meadows. But let us hurry out
of this forlorn spot, for if evening finds us there it will
be all up with us, for this is the black-flies’ territory,
and they reign triumphant.

The most exciting sport in this lake is chasing the
deer. ‘They are taken either by driving them into the
lake with dogs, or by night hunts. Starting one morn-
ing after breakfast, we set the dogs ashore toward the
‘west inlet, and while one boat watched  this neighbor-
hood, another was placed some distance down the
lake. The guide enters the forest with the dog, and
follows it as rapidly as possible, until a trail is struck.
He then returns to one of the boats, and reports the
directian the dog has taken, and where the deer may
be looked for. This time our deer took the very op-

 posite direction, and went off toward Ragged Lake.—
Putting up with this as best we might, the rest of the
day ‘was spent trouting. . Next day we were again sta-
tioned, the dog had been ashore some time, and we
i were getting rather tired sitting still, when the wel-
| come yelp of the dog, informed us he was on a trail.
All ‘again ‘was quiet; an hour passed and we were
in the same position. Ah! what sound is that? It is
| a distant plunge. We strain our eyes in that direction,
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and are just in time to see a noble deer bounding thro’
the water, and apparently making for the opposite
shore. We are all impatient for a start, but a motion
from our guide restrains us. = Look,—the deer is again
making for the near shore, and seems to have given up
all idea of crossing. There is notime to be lost. The |
guide is put ashore and darts swiftly but stealthily to- ;
wards the deer. The animal is within a few yards of.|
the shore, when & crashing noise is heard among the
trees, and he again starts across the lake. We are in
readiness, and wait just long enough to get him well
out, and then dart off, swift as an arrow after our
game. Straining every nerve we rapidly gain upon
him ;—he has reached the middle of the lake, and is
swimming his best. Nearer and nearer we draw until
within easy rifle range ; a few strokes more and the
oars are slipped ; a double-barrel gun is brought to the
level, and a shot rings echoing from mountain to moun-
tain; while the deer, with a plunge, lies motionless on
the water. Before we reach him he is dead. Hauling
our game on board, we steer once more for our camp,
where the deer is put through the regular treatment,
and hanged aloft out of harm’s way. ' The deer in this
neighborhood belong to the species—Cervus Virgin-
ianus—or Virginian deer. It is the only species of the
genus ranging into Canada. Another mode of taking
the deer, is by night hunts. For this purpose the
darkest nights are the best, when you can make a good
glare of light, with a lantern. Unfortunately, every
night, while we were encamped, was bright moonlight,
8o that a lantern would not have been visible. One
evening about half-past ten o’clock, for the novelty of
the thing, we determined to have a hunt. Three of the
party, well muffled up, stepped into the boat, and we ==
pushed off on our silent voyage. One in the stern pad-
dled, while two of us, sat gun in haud watching the
shore. Paddles must be solely used on these occasions.
We wound slowly out and in along the shore, watch- |
ing every tree as we sailed by. The night was bright !
ag day. A cold mist covered the surface of the water,
and seemed too heavy to rise.  Turning a corner sharp-
ly, we werestartled by a loud crashing in the timber,
as if gome large animal was tearing furiously from the
shore. Keeping on we

How dreary this strange #pot looked under'the moon’s |
rays. We felt' the colll dew penetrating us through |

|
|

soon reached the west inlet.— ’




and through, and a feeling of drowsiness crapt over us.
How long we continued in this inlet, or how far we
went up, I am unable to say, as the drear stillness of
| the scene, lulled me gently into the land of dreams.—
‘ The night, as we feared, proved too bright for our
gport, for nothing gave us a chance for a shot in the
inlet. = Some wild ducks flew up with a tremendous
whirr, close by, and fairly awakened us; remembering
our duty, we again sat with guns in readiness. Dur-
| ing warm and sultry nights, the flies drive the deer to
the water. They generally take to oue of ithese
inlets to bathe, and feed upon the lily pads. At
three o’clock in the morning we landed at our camp,
and tumbling over several sleeping forms, soon forgos
| our cares and fatigues in sweet sleep. Our last day
' on the lake dawns, and we must gather our scattered
| utensils. The tent is struck and folded, and with two
. well-filled boats we push off down the lake. While
4‘\'1\11(:}1 }unm‘\\\'m-d, numbers of the large blue -heron
| (species . irdia Herodias) flew up from the lake-shores.
| Oveé of' these fine birds, gtarting from the near shore,
wag brought' down by a'shot from one of the party.
After a short struggle, we managed to haul him

| aboard and secare him. He seemed to be only
‘ slightly wounded on the wingz, no bone being broken.
Twice' he succeeded in escaping to the water; but was
at Jagt’ forced ‘to submit. A consultation was now
| beld over Herodias, and we determined to spare his
life, and: bring  him home a living trophy. Reaching
the end of our boat journey, we took to our waggon,
and after » pleasant drive were again landed at Ellen-
burgh station.

Here. our bird attracted a great deal of attention
by his furious cries, which he kept up, even while in
the cars, seeming to be relating his tale of grievance.
A little betore dusk that evening, we were again back
at our starting point of the previous Meonday, and here
ended our week’s trip to the Chateauguay Mountaing
and Lake; and we returned home refreshed and invi-
gorated by their spicey breezes. For over two months
our Heron might have been seen stalking with stately

| -air up and down, as his thong would permit, carrying

hig head aloft with as proud an air as he had ever put
' on in his lonely baunts. Luckily for him, he omne
morning managed to give both ourselves and his cord
the slip, and soared off; with a triumpbant croak to
his favorite marshes, far up among the Chateanguay
Mountains. H.

|
|
|
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y dawn of the morning
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when we return, and there remain in sleep umxl |
the sun is well up, and is sending down His
rays upon the earth. ~We have not had break-
| fast, and do not expect to reach the camp on
| the C. Lake before five in the afternoon.
withstand » get to work with heart

| we dum‘l ywly down, we throw our lines in
front of the boat into the dark, deep pools.—
Our baskets are fast filling, and with much
larger trout than those generally caught on the
lakes. Suddenly we uotice & spot on one shore
where Bruin had been at work on the remains
| of & deer. We land, a follow his tr
1 leads to & small, log shanty,
1. Here his
left n the sides ar
where his lordship had tried to pry bety
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[For the Witness.

TRIPS AMONGST THE CHATEAUGUAY
MOUNTAINS AND LAKES—VISIT TO
A STRANGE CAVE.
SeprEMBER, 1863.

Once more Chateauguay Lake dances and
glitters before us, in the rays of the rising sun,
a8 we throw off our blankets and start for our
day’s eports. The night has been cold, almost
|frosty ; but the mist on the lake is scattering
| quickly, under the sun’s rays. All is prepara-
tion in the camp, for this day has a gpec
gramme attached to it. Instead of trout-rods
and ‘baskets, torches and lanterns are being
laid out and trimmed, and a daj :
packed up. We are preparing f¢
march to a distant mountain, whose
nay be dimly seen from our camp.
that mountain lies a singular cave, lmn.:'n to
[some of our guides, who have passed it while
bunting. As yet this cave has not been ex-
plored ; and we are in high spirits at the idea
of descending into its lonely and hidden depths
The guides do not anticipate having any diffi-
culty in leading us to it, and we are impatient
for a start. Some of us, blissfully ignorant of
the nature of march, are looking to our
guns and rifles, with the expectation of getting
v shot at some passi g deer. How heart
wished, mors than once during t
{ march, that my gun was back at the camp !

All things are ready, and }nchm in two‘;
boats, and we start across the lake, tc l
‘eomh inlet. Up this inlet we push,- tteri i

i1

in every direction floc

now and again, a marsh-her

we reach the Beaver Meadows.

cover about a hundred acres of ‘«de[“ land
and are covered with a heavy crop of tall grasa. l
Here we haul up the boats, and leave them till l
| our return,




Starting across the meadows we march in
Indian file towards our mountain. The sun is
now well up, and it is anything but cool, but |
with coats off and quick step, we soon enter the |
shade of the mighty forest. Just before reach-
ing this shelter, however, we pass through about
half a mile of very swampy ground, clothed
with the tallest of grass, every here and there a
fallen, burnt and blackened log, crossed our

| pa Hidden as these logs were, we tumble
over them in grand style, until soon we were
black ag they. Entering the forest we made
our first halt by a small spring that runs
among the rviel —which carpets the
ground in all directions. The holes scooped
out in the moss, were now filled with clear
cold water, and they kept filling as fast as
we could drink. It was really’ a treat to get
such water, 'itg vecy looks made us thirsty, as
it trickled through the mossy beds. We again
sh on through mighty pines, spruce and birch
3 of great age and size. Here and
be seen a towering and shaggy bi
k hanging in rich festoons around
: and branches. As we passed along
we put a light to these trees, and soon & grand, |
roaring flame shot up among the branches, and |
sent out forked flames, high into the air.
fire 1asts only a few minutes, but is a grand |
sight while it lasts. The trees are not injue d
| in the slightest by it, and it seems a very com
mon practice with the guides and hbunters.—
{ Congidering the steep incline, we march on at
very fair pa the guides marking out the
by blazed trees. We tread on a pet of
| the richest moss, our feet sinking deep, at every
gtep. In faet, moss is everywhere, not
only covering the ground and fallen stumps,
but also the huge rocks in the vicinity. We
could rest on any of these rocks, as if reposing
on cushions of the softest texture. After a
pretty hard march, we reach the ghanty on the
Twin-ponds about 12 o’clock noon. We are
only half-way, and learning this, we sit down
with hearty good will, looking forwarli to
another two hourg’ climb. As we thus sit, we
come to the sage conclusion, that we would
rather walk 12 miles on level country, than six
up a wild, and pathless mountain, While rest-




ing here, we examined the rough shanty, whi

had been built by our guide, for winter hunt
ing. There is more work abouta shanty of this
gort, than one would suppose. The floor, we
found, was built of sqnared, spruce logs, set
together as close as boards could have been,
| making a very solid and I loori The
id f tt y are built of rot ogs—in

| 81aes ( ne snant

| the usual style of log-cabins; and the roof, well

cov over with large slabs of bark. The
ug cabin, even in wi

gerved fo

hant these

hunters

hunting.




a clear, shallow pond, covering a little over
two acres, a favourite feeding ground for deer.
But we must again start, if we wish to haveany
time at the cave. \"mmg the pond, we pass
again into the woods. Here our guides pointed
out several trees, where Bruin had left his fing
marks, and pretty large fingers he must have
had, judging from the scratches left in the
thick bark. We also came to several deer
rests, where these animals had reclined against
the trees, giving the bark a smooth and polished
appearance. In this way we push on up the
mountain, our halts becoming more frequent
begide the refreshing springs, which everywhere
pour down the slopes.
Two hours from the time we left Twin-pond
| Shanty, we are seated around the last spring
before reaching the cave. A e us abraptly
rises the summit of the mounts
we must climb, at les
ing our )
our feet the
guay Lake, w
miles distant; whil r . bwm d the d:
blue forests, runs the mighty § St. Lawrenge,
looking like a shining trwl'v:Lrenm We are
loath to leave our goft seats and clear spring
but the guides are moving on, and we must
f up,—tumbling, scrambling, and
n rock to rock, and from tree to
1: it is hard nuonv‘ to haul our-
how, then, about the guns which
? While thus climbing, and
r when we shall arrive -at the cave
ar the welcome cheer which informs us
that we are at our journey’s end ; and, nerved
anew, we make the last charge, and come near
tumbling into the deep ravine in which is th
entrance to the cave. A few steps around,
we enter the gully, and halt before a|
mossy and weather-beaten boul-




D\d any of us oxpel t 9,) wwning cavern ?—
Tken are we disappointed. Before us, among
these rocks, is a small opening, large enough to
admit a man’s body. Looking through this, we

) gee a large tunnel, ning down in dark-

into the bowels of tl ] . Upto

» present, we have been all impatient to reach

ave; but here we are at its entrance ; and
how many of us are in a mxr!‘)' to launch dowr
into that de abyss. Our guide lifts a stone
and drops it into & cave. A hollow echo comes
back, and now we hear the stone booming

down, down,in lengthened leaps, we know not
whither. Seating ourselvesround the entrance,
we WEH' until cool Pnum‘h to Mwnnl
lanter

few

;:u(-km_cv 1 ng ready,
t enter, or r squeezs into
I the party ow. When once
through, we find ourselves in a lofty chamber,
about twenty feet in height. The floor is earthy
and muddy, and runs down at a good incline
to the end of the chamber. Large slabs of rock
rise up on each gide, and these seem alive with
bats, One the party pockets a specimen
of these singular creatures, and, much to|
ur amusement forgot its existence until some
> days afterwa The first chamber ran
down :‘-umr ninety feet, and terminated in
& point. To our rmu' la‘,‘ an opening-—the
only orifice in' this chamber—by which we en-
tered the next passage, or room, Into this we
erept on hands and knees, until reaching a stout |




pole by which we descended to the lower cham~
ber. This room was about fifteen feet high
and upwards of one hundred feet in length,
it much resembled the first in general appear-
|| ance, and alsoran down at a steep incline. As
we proceed, we enter in our book the turnings,
and chalk the sages we enter by an arrow
bhead, pointing the direction we have token,—
We next come to a narrow passage on our left,
in which a man was lost for some time the year
before. Passing this opening, we journey on
towards the end of the chamber, which grows
narrower at every step. Again we push through
a low passage and enter the third chamber,
a small room, about one hundred feet in
height.,  Still further on, we pass through
the passage, which has again become very
g 1. Another hundred feet is over, when we
each & passage on our right, running east.—
This we passed, and followed on in the mai
1. Our Iights threw a
rk, brown we which,
en in unbroken darkne
takes a turn to the north-w r
descends east. low strange it seems, thus
be descending, as it were, to the heart of the
mountain, We all feel a current of air passing
through the passages, from what quarter we
cannot say. What if a strong blast should ex-
tinguish the lights ! |
But let us not think of these imagined dan-
gers, only be cauntious. The passage is now
just three feet high, and we squeese along, not
| knowing what it may lead to, If it continues
80, we will just have to back out bear-fashion,
as we entered. But no, the passage widens,
and we once more enter a small chamber, the
fourth en route What a relief,. after this
tiresome crawling, to stand upright in a cham-
ber of 10 feet ! This room, like the others, was
funnel-shaped and tapered off towards the end.
Hardly had we reached the narrow part, when
a blast of impure air turned us about, and we
| sought out another passage, leaving this. one




unexplored. We succeeded ; to our right ran
a very fair road soon ending in another of those
strange chambers, which seemed very similar
to the preceding, but smaller—at its termina-
tion, the passage was too narrow and low to al-
low us to proceed, and we could see no open-
ings of any kind. We now thought our ex
plorations at an end, and were preparing to
retrace our steps, when one of the guides re-
moved a rock, and discovered alow passage
leading on. Into this, only three of the party
entered, the remainder being perfectly satisfied
with the extent of their explorations. These
adventurers had only proceeded a few steps,
when they were well repaid for their trouble —
Before them stretched a beautiful chamber about |
eight feet in height, and of a congiderable
length. From the floor rose a sharp,

rock, on which one of the party left a sign
flag in the shape of a piece of his pants. Fi:
the roof bung several stalactites of varied forms
Oune of them, now lying before me, is composed
of 1'me, coloured beautifully by some animal or
vegetable substance., It also has a fine polish
on one side.

Passing through this, the sixth chamber, we
are again upon our hands and knees, squeez-
ing through the narrowest of any of the tun-
nels we had yet met with. Some eighty feet
were passed over in this posit 3
no ement of the

an 3 feet—s0 we determined t f
written our names and the date, on the sid
wall, we turn and start for the mouth of the
cave. . . . . . BSeein the distance that
feeble light, it is the daylight once more, and
we hail with a shout this welcomespirit. How
strange and green everything looks as we emerge
from this tomb. Two hours have passed since
entering, and we have been on the move all
the time. Ag the sun’s light again falls on us,
| we see that we are mud from head to foot, and
in rather a tattered condition. But we have
succeeded in our enterprise, and are ‘well paid
for what faticue we have endured.




x chambers have been explored,—to say
nothing of the numerous intricate ;vas’s ges we
have squeezed through—and a descent has been
made into the cave, of close on 800 feet. Gath-
ering for the lagt time around the entranc
a rifle is fired down into the cave, and t
name of Colling’ Cave is given to this moun
tain tunpel. Nat. Collins is one of our yuides,
and was one of the , if not the very first,
to discover and enter it. Before leavis :
mountain, we explored for a short dis
another cave, to the right of this. In this
cave, we found quite a curiosity in the sha
of a portion of a deer’s skull and horns. These
horns were double the size of any ever found
round thege mountaing, and of a different

e. An after-examinati G them to

n Ell -

anada, by

Y

sastern A

uoou
1 upou

Much more might be gaid on t
animal, but space will not permit ;
portunity will be taken to enter more into
tails. We start at a brisk pace down the
mountain, and set out on our long tramp camp-
ward......... The shades of night have set
in, a8 we once more reach the meadow
we cross these towards our bosats, a more t

y ! en we had left

m in tl We row up the lake

i ist, towards the camp
There we find everything comfortable, warm
fires and hot coffee. Having partaken of a

surrounded

bearty meal of fresh trout we roll into our
respective corners for the night to sleep, b
not to dream, as our sleep is too deep even for
dreams.
- - ~ o N .
hv‘L\uto'«L{ S Rue 26, 7868
T WWalave s =
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{‘-“or the * Witness.”
SHEBAONA OR SHEBAWNAWNING]
—~NORTH OHANN EL, GEORGIAN BAY

On Sunday morning, May 28th, we saile
the vxllsge of oheoawnawmnzv, sxtua.ed at

with a fow stunted j
and balsams, In the rear of the village a 8
| range of mountains, calle l the Lacboche moun
taing, rice wi ¢ same bare and rmln
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{For the MoxTRwAL WiTNmss
LAKES MANITOU AND MINDEMOYA. .~
INTERIOR OF MANITOULIN ISLAND,

For the past fow weeks wa have been pad
dling over the qniet eolitudes of Lake ‘Maniton
and Mindemoya, visiting and camping amid their
numerous bays, and climbing along their rock
girt shores. Many an evening has our brilliant
fire shed its light und on the gloom of t!
forest, thrown reflzction on the clear
waters of gome lonsly 1 All .is quiet here.

The axe of the geitler doea not yet break in up-
on the quiet of this eanctum of nature; but
the woods resound with far difforent sounds,—
gounds peculiar to th I on wilderness, As

| the gun

shrill piping s!arted by one, and the

in strength ag the ramainder of the

join in the evening bymn, While,

reedy shores, the old patriarch of Oanadian
nightingales, the marshbull-frog, calling upon
his comrades, joing in the evening uproar, which
is fast increasing, From another direction—
but etiil from the neighborhood of the swamps
—the noise as of'a whole comp i

penters ariges on the night air, |

sawing, riveting, and various other busy ¢

hus the uvproar continues uutil early dawn, |
whon, one by one, the musicians cease, and rest
in their moist retreats until the again fading
light tells them that another day bas flown.

The forests have their sounds also, and these
now and again break in during the night in dif-
ferent straine, such as the child-like cry of the
American rabbit, the howl of the wandering
bear, and the doleful hoot of the gray owi, as
perched overhead he goggles and laughs at our
1wo white tents, and mouldering fire, Bat still




—_——

# there is music in the air,” and easily distinguish-
able from the other scunds, it rises on the even<

l ing air a3 & gentle tranquillizing song. Music

guch as the breezs would bear, passing through
the strings of & thonsand Zolisn harps to the
listener's ear. It is thegong of the blood-thirsty
mosquito. To the sportsman thege forests and
lakes would be of much interest. Theo marshy
bays and reedy shores teem with every variety
of duck and other water-fowl, which afford rich
gport in their season., Daring the present
month the old bitds may be eesn on all parts of
the lakes, closely followed by their young, which
they protect with motherly care. The lakes are
filled with fish, such as the salmon and brook
trout, black bags, white fish, pickerel, aad her-
ings ; all of which in season may be caught in
great numbers. While oo’ the land the eports-
man may enjoy the excitement of the bear hunt,
or wild-cat chase, amid the tangled forests of the
intetior. I may note here @ trait in Druin’s
character, with which I was before unacquainted,
nemely, that during the presemt month, and
latter end of Jume, the male bears are to be
met with in large parties, wandering together
through the timber by means of beaten tracks.
On goms of our portages we have crossed
these broad tracks, made butthe evening be-
fore, which a party of some ten or twelve must
have travelled over together. When thus con-
gregated, these creatures are very bold and ficres,
and are much dreaded by the Indians on that
accouni We have ag yet met with only three;
one wandering alone among the cliffs on Lakae
Manitou, and two others on the shores of asmall
lake to the Soutk-west., These individuals all
appeared much alarmed on geeing us, and gave
us & very wide berth, Thia circumstance may
pe well known to the hunter, but I give itas an
interesting trait in their habits, Besides the
sportsman, the artist and lover of fine scenery
would fiad here both grand gubjeota for the
pencil and recreation for the mind, The bril-
liant sumise and sunset over lake and forest
when all nature seems robed in her resplendent
colore, or the same scened as viewed under the
clear, gilver rays of the queen of night.




&5 we fear we have: little elze|
to note of interest to the tourist. He might |
wander through- these wilds for weeks, even|
months, without meeting with more than one or
two Indian families, and about ag many sm
clearings, called Indian gardens, Oa then
might fiad corn, potatoes, peas, and euch li
growing on the 'shallew soil which “covers
the everywhere present rock, A few years
puff to wuse this goil for agricultural
purposes, ‘'when'the Indian moves
out snother lecality, ‘whera for
two more he may plant hiscrops, T
remarks apply to the gardens' we have si
the neighborhood of the before-named lak
Lake Manitou is algo called lake Tecumthey, b
is not known to the Indiang by that na

1¢ point to point it is about 12 o
th, but 10 miles y be considere
being about 7 in bres

: 188 in many of theze 1
ia very clear, a the rocks may be tesn i
bottom toa great depth, A portage fr A
on the north-cast side, leads to lake M a,
passing aboat half-way way round the shore of
s small lake, called by the Indians Otter Liake
This gmall lake is about one mile and a half
long, by three-quarters of a mile in breadth,
White fish abound in its waters, and are caught
in great numbers, By paddling across this
lake, the portage is & good deal shortened, as the
road runs round the shore. We next arrive on
the shoras of Lake Mindemoya, or “Old Woman’s
Lake.” Rising abruptly from about the middle
of this lake, to the height of about one hundred
foot, is an Island, baving the same name,
¢ 0ld Woman’s Island.” This Island, we have




e oL
Al50 Wiavk wavsr-sdancs.

not land on this Island, and eeemed afraid even
to approach it in canoes. Whether these gnake
stories are to be relied on or not seems very
doubtfal, a8 the Indians we have questioned
cannot eay they have themeselves seen any,~—
We have noticed many snakes around our dif-
ferent oamping grounde, but all karmless species,
guch aa the stripad garter snake, grass snake,
chicken, and a few gmall water snekes ; it would |
not require a very great stretch of imagination |
to take one of these chicken snakes for ‘the|
dreaded ratilesnske, and I am inclined to doubt
for one the existence of such & number of said
gnakes on the island ag there are gaid to be.—
Whethe: the rattlesnake of these parts is poi-
gonous or not is a question yet to be answered,
as I am not aware of any case as yet where the
bite has proved fatal. Like Manitou, L.ke
Mindemoya is surrounded by rocky coasts ; here
and there, however, where the rock runsat & lit-
tle distance from the water, there are spots of
comparatively good land, and on these are ge-
veral Indian clearings or gardens ; one of these,
in particular, on the shore near the portage
road to Lake Haron, appearad to us ag very
neatly kept. In the middle stood & neat log-
kouse, roofed in with cedar bark; in the interior
were several well made resd mats, and'a few

ter’s tools orn, potatoes, and pump-
kin re growing well, and ths soil seemod *
very fair for the locality, This clearing Was in
the midst of & forest of maple, and many of the
trees showed evidence of sugar operations.—
Around, aad ie the vicinity of this lake, we
found growing, treesof the wild apple, plum;
and cherry, also wild gooseberries, orange lilies,
the iris, and a large species of ladies’ slipper
grew in abundance.

L:ke Mindemoya ig sbout six milesia length
and threein width Its whole appearance ia
very picluresque; but, over and around it
reigns the same sll pervading quiet, 80 striking
to the traveller on thess interior lakes Bald
engles soar overhead in all “directions, or sit
| perched in the craggy oliffs, watching the indas-
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trious fish hawk as he toils beneath.

j to fish for themselves, this king' of bi

tiently awaita the success of the hawk, when
quitting his perch he pursues the succ
bird, and with a fierce scre ch of exultation
roba him of hid prey.”In wandering among t
lakes we had expected to meet with perchan
an Iadian’s-barying place, but have not yet
crossed any. It was, and yet seems, the custo
with many fribes to bury with their deag, or
rather place over the grave, such articles ae a |
small canoe, hatchefs, pipes, to* icco, linen, &e., |
tu be of use to the departsd iu his ' happy hunt-
d.” Oane or two of these depmxts have |
r the Tndla village of Weguima-
geldom met .t'x th e
ywa th

¥ At mclo

1 & lone quist cpﬁ t, surr
48 we before mentioned. _
Gibraltsr Lock Oamp, July 15




THE INDIANS OF LAKE HURON.
MANITCUANING Bay, July 8th; 1865.

To the Editor of the Daily Wiiness.

Daar Bir,—1 regret exceedingly that any re-
marks in my previous letters ghould have given
pain to any Christian teacher in either Little
| Qurrent or Manitouaning. There is no doubt
|but that great improvement ig vigible at both of
thege places of late years owing to missionary
lsbor. = But, after having carefully read over my
letters, I must say that, were I to rewrite them,

d not alter but one'statement.

Burkett’s letter from Little OCurrent
finde fault with my statement concerning the
dighonesty of the Little Ourrent Indians ; the
filthy state of the wigwams at Shebaonaning;
and the distanca between this place and Little
Current. I may just mention here that I have
gpent gome time both in Shebaonaning and at
Little OCurrent, and have visited many of their
houses, and seen much of their daily life, €0 that
my statements are chiefly drawn from personal
observation. Having to wait over some time at
each of tha above-mentioned places, on my way
to Manitouaning, I sought out all the informa-
tion I could respecting both of them and
ag to where my provisions might be gtored with
the greatest safety. The regult was that, with
one eingle excéption, Shebaonaning was at once
mentioned as the most gecure place,—the In-
dians in the neighborhood of Little Current
~’[ being 1001_:01 upon by nearly every one we spoke

to as anoisy, dishonest set




W ose of
the distance t

used the word

it might have

ore remarks I have

e with respect to some of thege Indiang

will also' answer Mr. 8.’s question. While at
Shebaonaning I met with a surveyor who bas for
jmeny years resided in the vicinity ¢f Manitoulin
{Island, and who has traversed this islard in
| his explorations in every direction. = Fiom
| thig gentleman I learned that on tha shorss




of gome of the interior lakes I would find
infidel tribes, who tock a pride in showing
their honesty by refraining at all times from
pilfering habite, who were total abstainers
trom any kind of strong drink, He also informed
me that he had met with many who would not
join any religious sect, as they feared to turn out
like many of their neighbore, when the supposed
convert had retuined to hia old h:bits again.
This information is from one who is perfectly
reliable, and who has spent many yeass in ex-
plorations on and io the viciuity of the Mani-
toulin, Much of this I have myself since found
correct. A few days ago, we paddled along the
shores of Lake Men'tou. Farup on the north-
west shore, we came upon a small clearing
on a neck of land runniog out into the lake.
Here, on landing, we found an old infidel Indian
and family living, far from any Indian settle- |
ment, Ia his small cleariog he had some corn, |
pumpking, and potatoes, planted, and com?ngl
on wonderfully well, when we conpider the|
poorness of the goil. A fishepear and other|
fishing implements =howed his means of liveli-
hood.. We matag:id to get a good deal of in-
{ formation from him with regard to a small
lake back of "his clearing. This lake hel
sketched roughly for us, by means ot a piece
of charred weod on birch bark., - Before going |
we offered him gome of our ready-made tea, |
which, after some hesitation, he toock. Oar In-|
dian interpreter informed us that there were‘
many of these infidel Indiane, who would take




| nothing cooked by us, but would, without hesi-
tation, take the raw material and cook for them-

selves, These Indians I have since met with,
scattered through the interior, an1 sometimes in |

the neighborhood of villages. But, as yet, I

{ have not met them ‘s tribes,” as I was in- |
li some miles from

learing, sug

Indians

ong of 80
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WoL¥ I—A fine large specimen of tho grey l
wolf of Canada was received on Saturday b~
Mr. H. &, Venuor of the Goological Office.
I animal was killed in the township of Levamy,
Ont., about 25 milesto the rear of the town of
Perth. We believe it 18 to be presentad to the
Museum of Natural History in thig eity. Mr.
Venuor informs usthat during the past fall, |
both wolyes and deer were uncommonly plenti-
ful in the section of country explored by him,
namely : in Levant, Palmerston, and Blythfield.
The wolves came down from the barren grounds
very early in the season, and were met with
or heard around many of the small lakes in the
interior. It isnot an uncommon occurrence for
deer to be driven close o the very dwellings of
the settlers by these fierce creatures, when they
appear to lose all fear of man, and evon seom
to seek his protection from their releniless pur-
suers, In one instance a doe which came under
Mr. Vennor’'s notiee, chased by wolves
entered the enclosure of a settler and joined
Iis herd of cattle, not shewing any fear of a
large colley or sheep dog which was keeping
watch over them. Nor did the dog take any
rotice of the deer, further than to guard it like
the other catile, driving it every night with them
into an innerand more secure enclosure. A few
de after this deer was joined by another,
h, however, would not enter the enclosure,
1 days fed and slept in the clear-
rifle-shot of the shanty. Strict
riven that no one should molest
ese poor creatures, and for a timethey wero
perfectly secure.. - Unfortunately for thems
however, a party of hunters with hounds ar-
rived on the scene one evening,and beforo night
the hounds were missing ‘and nowhere to be
found. On search being made the deer wered
also found to have fled. o







ikely bad been ars the burying:
{ of one or - two families of Indians who
 the habit of fishing in the vicinity. No
1 villege is sitnated near it, but we saw the
1 of & gort of temporary oncampment nok

{ant from the spot. A hurried sketch
this sacred retreat of the Indians ‘may
be ‘of some interest. In the middle, ' stood
| one of the mosk prommem graves ; and from tha
» taken in itg construetion, and ontside matk
, wo were led to suppoze, the
havé been & famed hur

raight pole w the ¢
{ gix or seven feet eight, and on its top
o pair of deer-antlers were securad.  These
were bleached white from exposure, and
1ave been there for a considerable time.
1to this outer frame-work we noticed
foor a low roofing of birch bark, about
ot 8»070 the ground and wuh thn cdez l

. )xéu rib ba:

d mslue this

nd some cnc‘ﬁ.,s.

. waa tied 10 every
Theother graves were mi m 10f ’h
t but not 80 pro
the antlera of zdu, beaide tuam.

-colored ribbong weze y..ac wanting in

8 s‘erward“ examined, Some, how-







t this point, the river and eurrrounding|
gcenery presents a picture singularly wild and|
beantiful, and well suited to the artist’s pencil,
On our right, a8 we stepped over the logs, the\i
river came towards us in a rapid but smooth |
flow ; while to our left, after passing under us, |
it plunged and boiled dgwn the deep ravine, on |
its way towards the gréat lake. A birch-bark|
canoe lay concealed in the brush close Ly, which |
the Indians likely use in -ascending the river to
Kagawongi Lake.

Shortly after crossing the river, the trail runs
through some very fine hardwood land, with In-
|dian clearings or gardens.  ‘These last are de-
| cidedly the finest we have yet seen on the island.
They lie a ghort distance back from the shore of
K——— Lake, and are planted with fine crops of
corn and potatoes. Some of them are eixty or
geventy acres in extent. A few. airy looking
dwellings, built of birch rods and ‘cedar bark,
were to be seen here and there, which I imagine
the Indians use "while at ‘work on their crope.
Some of these houges resembled the dome-shaped
(ice-houses. of the Esquimaux, and were neatly
covered over with: large slaba of bark—a hole
being left at the top of ‘the deme, to'gerve ag g
chimney. - Theser gardens tnd" hbusés 'were also |
and not an Indian wag $o be seen in the
d. - We thiak it probabig that until |
the crops are ready.{o-gather in, thay aré en-}
gagedin fishing at some. distanee from the set-
tlement. While: coasting along the shores on
both gides of - this - greas island, we have seen
every here and there the scattered wigwams of |
Indian fishermen; sometimes two or three in
company, but more generally the golitary wigwam
with its usual accompanimente, black-haired,
dirty children, and a host of half-famighed look-
ing dogs.




No sooner doés the * Saganosh”—the white

fma:.1—~&ppr.)\ah an Indian wigwam than he isg |

| surronnded by & snarling crowd of these dogs, |

and small, of every shade of color and |

n, from the large Esquimaux-looking
ginable. In chooging

generally tried. to

n pments, “but could not

d.in doing go, Often, after having

r tents. for the.night, as wa hoped,
rved, have we been visited by canoe loads
from gome scoluded spot ha

heir object in thus vigiting

| lndian mpmen ) turn

f to camp for the night. On our

Ibay we noticed one wigwam, which we passed,
and kept on until near the bight of the bay.
Here we camped on an island some distance from
the mainland. Hardly were the tents up when
w noticed two  canoes approaching ;' as they
drew nearer they presented a strange spectacle,
a rare picture for the photographist. The
canoes were small, but every available space wag
filled with men, women, and children; there
they sat chattering and staring ag if the sight of
& ‘* pale-face” on ‘their shores was a very
strange event. There were over fourteen per-
8ong in one of these canoes, the greater number
being women aud children,




This group likely represented a whole family,
a8 the very youngest. children were also in the
canoe. ~ They had evidently returned from
gatheriog ‘blueberries, and all had baskets
filled with this fruit, ‘These berries they
offered us in exchange for pork or flour,—~
When we had supplied them with these last-
named articles, they paddled off highly pleased,
seemingly, with the result of ctheir vigit. These
blueberries: are not found on all parts of this
island, but only here and there, <nd generally in
the vicinity of quartsite rocks. 'Tae Iadians we
met with at the western end of the island, and
along the north shore up to this gettlement,
have been id small and scattered grouns. They
are remarkably dark, some of their childran be
ing almost a8 black as negroes.

Most of them seem to be active and stick to their
fishing with a good deal of perseveraunce; but
like all we have yet seen,~with one or two
exceptions,—they are exceedingly filthy in -all

| their habits. ‘The i:lands called the Northern,
{ Southern, Eastern, and Western Ducks, are con-
| sidered good fishing grounds, and there the In-
| dians cateh great numters of salmon trout and
{ white fish.” H,G.V,.




WAY
fAWINGE EATTLEMENT — MAMITOULIN,
e of study often affords

80 in many . in )
ny ol scenery--even th
1elieve and give Iresh epjoyment to

Thus it was when after skirting the |

y coasts on the norih ehore of this island,
sing no other signs of man than the here and
litary wigwam of the Indian hunter, we

yer, which ru

Lake; a lake about
1er side of this

or
i d

ning at their biseg a d
gtream runs,
have we 8¢

ed in & more desirak
in number, were of the m eanest

They woere huilt in usual I




* dian style, with rough logs, and roofed in with

| cedar bark. One hut had the windows glazed ;
the other dwellings seemed to have both doors |
and windows boarded up, and may possibly
have been deserted, In addition to these, there
were two or three other log-houses, which

| geemed to have been used as store-houses. Here
|'were the dwellings, but where were the inbabi-
tantg? OF these, we could ses nothing, A few
half:starved ‘dogs, prowled around the empty
ldwellings, showiog that the Indians had been
|in the vicinity.

Following & emall trail which led from the
village, we entered another of 'those “lone
burying-grounds” we have before described.
This cemetery was little different from the
former one ; the enclosures seemed gomewhat
neater, and it was & good deal more extensive,
On one grave we mnoticed, in_addition to the
pieces of linen, some dried medicinal herbs tied
to the same stake; on the outeide & gmall |
wooden boat was secured, about 10 or 12 inches
in length. ‘It is rather a remarkable fact, that'
the canoes and hunting implements thus de-
posited, are always mere toys, and seldom exceed
a few inches in length, This fact, I think,
must prove in & measure, that the Indians keep
| up fifsform, more from old habit and custom, j
| than from@Dy real belief that these can bhe of any |
service to 112 £pirits of the deceaced. Following |

another trail wich led into the interior, we|
| again came to & bl Of the Kagawingé River: |
The trail pagsed over here,0n & rough bridge of |
loge, placed together for S purpose by the!
Tadiang: i




eir 1 pel, and |
y { the same as those seen |
12 country villages within a few m
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