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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT,
MELBOURNE.

6th Jan. 1928.

Dear Dr. Wood,

I was very pleased to receive yours of Nov.
19th on my return from a motor trip across the Australian
Alps during the Christmas Vacation. I was glad to hear of
your success with Mathews, and to note that you propose to
settle down in California. As you say, it is not very
far from us, especially in these days of the aeroplane and
wireless.

I was fortunate in having a trip to New
Caledonia and I thought much of you and your interesting
time with the birds of Fiji. Your notes are interesting
and valuable to me in connection with my notes on the
birds of New Caledonia. I had only three weeks there, so
of course I was not able to do anything of value.

I was glad to hear of Mathews' success at the
A£.0.U. meeting .in Washington Have you seen his "Systema
Avium Australa¥fas, Part I, and Lyrebir%"? I reviewed
it for the "Emu" and also reviewed the concluding volume of
his great book on Australian birds. I felt very much
being placed in a difficult position with regard to the
review of his Australian list. He used excessively fine
split genera, and I had to point out the difference in names
in Sdater's list and Mathews' list for birds common to Africa
and Australia. I did not like it, but had to say plainly
that two diverging official lists of names of the same birds
wesla misfortune, and oy of adl meunins. I shall
send you a reprint as soon as it is available.

Mrs Leach is well - much better than she was,
though her deafness does not improve. She went with me on

the motor trip and enjoyed it very much. I hope Mrs Wood
is well. ‘

Kind regards and best wishes for a Happy
New Year,

Dr. Casey Wood, Yours faithfully,

Stanford University P.O. M
CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.
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