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24th Decemher 1918,

Rovert Ridgway,Fsq.,
/ Ornithologist,
Washington,

Dear Sir,

Our Order contemplates erecting a hospital near Prussels in
view of attending,with an anlish-speaking staff,Americans or Bri-
tishers,who happen to be ill during their stay in Pelgium and who
would thus avoid crossing the sea in order to bhe nursed at home,

| Such a hospital does not exist to day and it will he all +he

5 more needed as English-speaking people will be mich more numerous

: in RBelgium than before the war,

| g We have already in view some suitable sites quite able to

i provide a large garden which we contemplate using as an Ornitholo-

3 gical Park with access to the public,of course,with charge for.
admission, . '

The receipts taken of admissions and sales of eggs and birds, :
after deduction of the working expenses, will bhe given up as a conti¢.|
bution for the maintenance of the Nospital, ; _ ;

i This Park will certainly be of great interest to the people
? of a large capital like Rru;sels,deprived of Zoological Garden an@,
L by this means ,will induce them to Support .the hospital itself,
The Park will therefore contribute to the inprovement of Orni-

thological Science,to its diffision among people of every class
to the protection of birds and will also support a charity worthy
of American and British interests,
: . On these grounds and oving to yvour special knowledoe of the
i matter,I beg leave,on behalf of the promoters, to ask you to pay
‘ us the honor of hecoming a patron of our Committee,
i The same favor will be asked of other learned Scientissgs from
! allied and neutral countries as also of tho se you will be kind |
3 ’ enough to inform us as being able to give the scheme useful support
! namely from the Australian Ornithological Union of which T think
i you are a member, ‘
t i If it is possible to know where your valuahle morks on matters
7 ornithological are now on 3ale,namely the Norih Ameriga Birds,the
Ornithology of Illinois,we should he glad to get them in order to
form the nucleus of our Livbrary.
it —the-k indestOf - TeArdS:
| - I remain, :

Dear Big,
Courteously and respectfully yours,

g ettr. P rrecins

P.S.Any sending whatever to Belgium = now and for scme months
ahead = should be duly registered and forwarded as followsgs

7

Dr,Jj.G.Smets-londez, : ;
hon.secretary Belgian Order of S5t.John

La Wetraie
Park of Genval-les-Faux
(Brabant )Beleium
This is the only way to be quite sure of its safe receipt;
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