Ridgway Collection
Trinidad ];ine of Steamships.

TRINIDAD SHIPPING & TRADING CO., LTD.
NEW YORK. : COLUMBIA BUILDING.

* CABLE ADDRESS, ‘‘CHPISTALL, NEW YORK.”
AGENTS : :
TRINIDAD SHIPPING & TRADING CO., LTD., 8 S gees :
: NEW YORK & TRINIDAD. _NEW-YOH ,
MARTIN DEAN & CO., GRENADA. % 2 /

%VM
Cor st f i m//d/yzmm

Jran /4%“7,

| %w?%/@ e
S. &, e cema_

MWML%,&/{%Z: %%ﬁ Boia

WW éﬁﬂ@@i Fyee

TR s gt

i Wﬂ@%&ﬂw%

= W/%M
7"’5” /




2qidemsals 1o sniy] bsbigir




Ridgway Collection
CARNEGIE MusEum,

(SECTION OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY)

W. E. CLYDE TODD, ASSISTANT CURATOR,
M. A CRecmEn Jn. AnsieiRr PiTTsBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, U. S. A.

.

Mareh 28,1909,

=
\r ]
®
&
<
13
W
oy
o
g

- Ridgway,
Washington,D.C.,
Dear Mr.Ridgway:

Yours of the 16th duly recsived. I am glad to learn that

4

)

our: paper 1s

(]

oming out soon,for: I now have nearly everythins finished sxzcept

U

ct

]

ha: Ant Thru

o

hes and Trse Crsepers. It has been an awful big task,much

o

larger than I realizsd when I began it,but I haves not slighted any part of

the: work and I have hopes that it will be something worth while when finished.
I shall be: in fashinston for a feow days about ths first: of May, just bafoee

starting for South America,but you will be in Illinois at that time so I

shall not get to sese: you. I do not remember whether I told you or not,but

I ar making 2 trip down thers: for: about thrse ysars and will cover as much
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of  South America as I can in that length of time. I am Soing indepsmdentily,
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but haves: arrangsd with ths Car Musesum to taks the most of the birds and
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with the American Mus. for the Mammala. The obther material will So to various
places,b@t I shall not do much with anything besides birds and manumals,

I hope: you will get along quickly with your grsat work on the birds,
and trust to sse 2 couple mors voloumss oub by the time I return. I want to

thank you for: the assistancs: you have given me: on my paper on ths Birds of Cosht

v}

tica and ths priveldegs of using the records and: spscimens of the National MWusew

=

for without that I could not havs arrived a2t ths results I wished for.

With best wish for your hsalth and workRI remain,
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March 13,1909,

¥r.Robt.Ridgway,
Washington,D.C.,
Dear Mr.Ridgway:
: Your‘kind‘favor:6f Jan.11,in regard to the Dendro-
colaptide returned to the Carnefie Museum yet remaing to be answered.
I am certainly very gdlad that the birds were of service to you,
and only wish that there: might have: been more of some: of the rarepr
species. 1 note what you say in regard to the Costa Rican form of

Automolus cervingularis beding new,and trust that you have published 2 @

description of it or will do so shortly so that I can get it into my
paper which is:. now: rapidly nearing completion. I have left the

Dendrocolaptine birds till the last,hoping that you would have finished

with them and published anything new as you did with the Formicariide.
Ifvyou still: have the list of species which I sent you at the time of
shipping the Carnegie Museum specimens,could you find time to check over
the names for me and return it so I could be: sure of getting the

proper: names: in my manuseript? If you do not have it I will send you

another, MEr.Bangs sent his specimen of Formicarius rufipectus? together:

with my type of F.castaneicep$ to Mr.O0.Thomss at the British Museun,

and: he had- them compared; by & good man,with the type of F.rufipechkus
with the result that my bird is: identicel with the type{a &) and we

have come to the conclusion that Mr,Bangs bird(adult ?) iz the femsle



of‘thefsame:thing(female:oij.rufipectus:unknow),becauseaths:differences
exhibited between these two birds are essentially the same as those betweel
two sexes: of the:
theaclosely allied spsciss from Ecuadorig.thoraciCDStTacz.st,Berl.

I am thinking of making new genera for Otus{Megascops:) nudipes
and Semnornis frantzii,what do you think about it. I do not; believe: there
are any names applicable to these birds which have been used before.
Sharpe: puts O.nudipes: in Cou95431genu5'Psiloscops,creatsd-for_Q.flammsola,
which I certainly #o not think correct. The only other generic name

applizmble is Acnemis,Kaup,which was based on Medascops gymnopodus, of

India,and which Sharpe now makes a synonym of* Scops malayana.
Y.nudipes was placed in this: genus: by Bonaparte,but certainly not corrsctly
4s: for. the genus: Semnornis, it was based on the South American species

S.rhamphastinus,which I do not believe is: gemerically the same.

Trusting that I am not taking up too mueh of" your. valuable time
with my affairs,and hoping that your work is progressing well,I am,

Yours very respectfully,

P i 5
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