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I want to tell you about my choice of a title, because 1
wish to have the approval of my friends as the political aspect
seems to me of some importance.

The custom is to take the name of a place, and people suggest

the prettiest they can think of. That is alright for those who

approve of the institution of titles and see no harm in them, but
my view is that they are an undesirable institution, emphasising
privilege and giving unfair prestige and distracting attention
from real merit. No educated Community would invent such things.
Therefore, when a democrat is appointed to the House of Lords,
which legally involves a title, he should try to minimise the i
harm and bring in reasonAas far as possible. The Upper House
should be regarded like any other Senate for which the use of the
title "Senator", as in America, is quite rational. I-think that

the use of the word "Lord"™ should be assimilated to the use of the

word "Senator", One can contribute to this by using one's personal
name as the title.

This also reduces the air of aristocracy. Place names carry
more consideration, e.g. Lady Cozens-Hardy is a much smaller |
person in Norfolk than if her father-in-law had called himself
Lord Fakenham.

I could not be "Buxton" because Sydney objected so we decided

on N-B. and-wish which Sydney approves. The full name is even




more rational than “"Buxton® alone because it fully identifies one,
which is convenient. If you do not use a place name, the title
must be your actual surname (a rule made by King Edward) so I had
to make N-B. my surname.

I think it is a lapse that the Labour people have not held
out against territorial titles. Lord Sidney Webb would be mbre
democratic and convenient than "Pagsfield"™. Even the Heralds

College man said he thought I was introducing a useful reform.
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"With untiring devotion to duty

S
e combined the widest excercise of personal kindness
And a constant reliance on Christ as his Savicur,
Till the very end of & long life

fie sustained the traditicn of his ancesters

In philanthropy and public work,"

/

S
"With untiring devotion %o duty

In reliance upon Christ as his Saviour,

Till the very end of a long life

T T n
In loving service to God and man."
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