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CHAPTER IV

RELIGION

Although I was not whole-hearted, like Tor, I have
seen thé need of thoroughness in religion ever since I
was sixteen. Before Christian Social Union days (till
I was about twenty-seven) my old Bibles show, by the
marks and nofes made with an etching pen, that I was a
fairly keen example of the school known in the family
as "piosities®, It was their maxim to rise early for
reading the Bible. At Harrow (after I was sixteen) I
was impressed by the School Prayers gasking that we might
live ™as to the Lord and not as unto men", That remained
with me when I had moved toward the Christian Social
School. Thoughts in illness took me further, and T
recorded the resultant outlook in a pamphlet called
"Religion and Morals"™ in 1910.

Why do I not tell my friends of the benefit which is
open to them ? Mother used to tell us about her great
friend, Lady Portman, who wrote tracts to tell what
benefit she received and gave them &0 all and sundry.

That oractice is out of favour, but the principle seems

to me perfectly logical. At seventy-three I was challenged

by Prebendary Carlile, then ninety-five, to say what I was
|

doing to tell people about Christ. This led me to attempt
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Although not thorough like Tor, I have lmown the need of

A

thoroughnese in religion ever sinee I was 16. Before Christian n\;"

. 8\
Social Union days (till I was about 27) my old bible shows by b
the marks and notes made by an otching pen that I was a fairly | ‘

cen exemple of the school known in the family as "plousities”,
It was their maxim to rise early and read long. A% Harrow I
was impressed by the school prayers urzing 1ife as to the Loxd
and not as unto men. That remained with me when I had moved
toward the Christian Soetfal School. Thoughts in {llness took
me further, and I racorded! the resultant cutlook in a pamphlet
called "Religion and Morals" in 1910,

1 have never been quite happy about our application o
religion of the rule that we should do what we can for othors. i
lother used to tell us about Mgw A-ady Portman who wrote
tracts to tell what benefit she received, and gave them to all
and sundry. That practice is out of favour, but the prineiple
seems to me perfectly logical. At 73 I was challenged by

endary Carlile, then 95, %o say what I did to tell people
what I recedved. I still do not see what to do.

Would I be religlous if not biased by upbringing® Weo cannot :
toll what our outlook would have been. It is Aifficult to |
experiment. I have done so as far as I can without fesling
guilty of irveveremce. It is very interesting to try living E
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without thought of God as seoms to be the way with most people.
I found mc&mm to thoughts of parents and departe
benefactors; , that I was dissaflsfied without some thought of \
the unseem, 80 I could not learn what it is 1ike to have no -
thought of the metaphysical, [Nine-temths of people seem |
equivped for life without i%, Is this because they are what

Wells deseribes as "tough-minded™ not necding any prop.

Being I suppose what he calls “tender-minded” I am sure that

I owe everything to religion. I should feel ae;ll nore «{/
indebted {f I felt like the Groups that one can be olearly *4
guided, and that we have been guided on the whole, ey i

|

/4

It 1s asking a lot of retional men that they should believe |
in an Al\uighty power which is responsible for the maturel world,
and is also intensely benovolent to each and all, We who ean o
accept this view as a possible one are indeed fortunate.

I have been assisted by the sense that the dead are still living;
that preyer is & reality, and that the character of Jesus is
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.o tne heart by the sorrow of the sword.

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrow
Smote thee that once upon the lonely tree,

put that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow,

S5till it will come, U Gallant God, to ihee.

‘then can i-ﬁggifnot only that ihou carest

But that thy care is simple care above.

b

Now can L fegl a solid ground for loving
Thee Whom_ﬁiil now I only could revere,
what seemggfinjustice now Thy love is proving}

Now through the darkness is Thy purpose clear.
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rather, if He, the Christ, were Thy revealer,
Truly the First pegotten of the Lord,
Then must Thou be a suffirer and a Healer,

Pierced to the heart by the sorrow of the sword.

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrow
Smote Thee that once upon the lonely tree,

put that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow,

Still it will come, U Gallant wod, to thee.

+hen can 1 %—-’ not only that ihou carest

But that thy care is simple care above.

surely a fj:her‘s love is of the rarest
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Now can . feel a solid ground for loving
Thee Whom tﬂl now I only could revere,
What seemgci‘ injustice now Thy love is provingﬁ

now through the darkness is Thy purpose clear.
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y- Stern daughter of a sterner sire,
; . i‘axL,t, if that name thou love,
Wh t/a light to guide, a fire :
To ¢ the Warlies family and reprove;
Thou who art Vietory and ILaw, : < g
When empty terrors overawe, < , R
From strongjdepression:

A sport every random gust,

And, being to myself unkind, .

Too little have reposed my trust;
And oft, when in mine ear I heard :
Thy timely mandate, I deferred
The task in piekier walks %o stray,
But now I fain would serve more stumly if I may.

R ’I‘I feel the weight ©Of chan
e My norpse no more mmsi-ehangs s
f” I long for livid bliss whie same.,

Stern lawgiver ! yet thou dost wear
Our mother's most benignant grace;
¥ Nor is there anything more fair
£ Than is the smile upon thy face,.
Bozzoos spring before thee in their beds,
And fragrance in thy footing treads;
Thou dost redeem even ags from wrong,
And the most ancient pieks by thee are fresh and strong.

To humbler functions, awful Power,

I call thee; I myself commend

Into thy keeping from this hour;

B}; la:g my stumn '.essbﬁvgzﬁ an ;a&. |
Give ugtq/me morp birthday teas,
With blida -'« of old warlies. |
The SPXtd\ of our parents give |
And in $thy saintly flat thy Bozzoo let me live.

o
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Aizhwﬁéékno’ ;é?ough like ror, I have'f%fﬁﬁ the

need of thoroughness in religion ever since I was

sixteen. Before Christian Social Union days (till 1L

was about twenty-seven) my old Blblegshow?' by the

P A
marks and notes made py an etching pen, that L was a

fairly keen example of the school known in the family 1

as "plqﬂsitles" 1t was th 1r maxim to rise early 1
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unto men. That remained with me when 1 had moved

toward the christian Social School. Thoughts in
illness took me further, and . recorded the resultant

outlook in a pamphlet called "xeligion and siorals"

in 1910.
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not biassed bqaupbringing E \\
we cannot tell what our o:tlook would have been,+~ft \

is difficult to experiment. . have done so as far as \
1 can without feeling guilty of irreverence. It is | \
very interesting to try living without thought of God, \\
as seems to be the way with most people. I found
that L turned to thoughts of parents and departed
ben@factors, and that L was dissatisfiéd without some

thought of the unseen, so L could not learn what it is

like to have no thought of the metaphysical. 422;3;61ﬁf“i}

¢en1@%<g? people seem equipped for life without it.

Is this because t‘ﬁey are what &;,/ells describes/as
A

stough-minded+, not needing any prop:? Being what 1L

suppose wh@@ he would call "“tender-minded+ I am sure
that L owe everything to religion., 1 should feel still
more indebted if 1 fe%t,like theﬁgroups; that one can

' e tareny e _
be clearly guided, and that we have been guided on the
A

1t is asking a lot of rational men that they
£ & 5 ¢4 A A P F: r
g Hns Eandly o P VortTadn, A Setay Aoy |

shoulgibelie%e in an.ﬁ&mighty/bower which is ‘responsible
for the natural world, and is also intensely benevolent

to each and all. we who can accept this view as a
e
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a statement. It is most inadequate, but here 1is it.

Beligion
I wish I could convey to others the enormous benefit

that I get.from religion. I feel like a man who has
been given some marvellous cure for a trouble that
afflicts him and his friends, and which he wants to tell
them of, and not keep to himself. They may not be
conscious of any need, but neither was I till I found how
much happier I could be than I had been before,

“ e get used to Wwhat we have got, and make shift with
a view of life which just makes the best of the situation,
I was hampered by many things that depressed me, e.g. feams,
anxieties, regrets,.and resentments. My best help has |

been my belief in the teaching of Jesus, Without it I

could never reglise that we are in the hands of a power which

cares intensely for us,

W This view of God is given by no other religion. it
depends on believing that Jesus was divine as well as
human, so that we may trust His statements about God as
having authority. His character and beaching give us
confidence, in defiance of evidences that the creation ts
chaotiec and purposeless, or even ruled by an evil force,

I am fortified in this view by finding what seems a response
to prayer, and also by the conviction fhat the dead whom

I revere are alive.,
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believing that Jesus was divine ae well a2 human, so that we may '
trust His statements about Cod 82 heving authority. Hie character

and teaching sive us confidence, in aﬁfiame of wmmma tba% the :

fied in this view by finding what ﬁm & response to prayer, and

»'".'9 i:ay the conviction that the dead ’!’21*3& I revere, are allive.

‘ I have tried the eXxperiment of ;lsiag without thought of God,
aas I found mycelf ss it were, without a compass, or aﬁnzp in de-

_ereation 18 chaotle and purposeless,
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" Modern Science has made it difficult té think of
the Creator in personal terms as being of unthinkable
magnitude, but the views of many great scientists have
enabled us to see that to believe in a spirit of love:
at the heart of things is not absurd.

" I have tried the experiment of living without
thought of God, and found myself,as it were, without a
compass, or any help in defeating my own weaknesses.
jesus taught that we may feel ourséidves one with God, regarding

Aggdlike himself, and that we may draw on Him for power
and joy and health. To practise this needs work, but

I can testify that every effort brings a great réward."

Should I have cared for religion if not biassed by

my upbringing J We cannot tell what our outlook would have
been, and it is difficult to experiment. I have done so
as far as I can without feeling guilty of irreverence. i -

is very interésting to try liviﬁg without thought of God,
asnd it seems to be the way with most people, I found
that I turned to thoughts of parents and departed benefactors,
and that I was dissatisfied without some thought of the
unseen, so I could not learn what i% is like %o have no
thought of the metaphysical. Iany people seem equipped for
life without. it. Is this because they are what H.G. Wells

describes as "tough-minded", not needing any prop %
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Although not through like Tor, I have known the
#ea& of thoroughness in religion ever since I was
sixteen. Before Christian Social Union days (%ill I
was about twenty-seven) my old Bible shows, by the
marks and notes made by an etching pen, that I was a
fairly keen example of the school known in the family
as "plousities™, It was their maxim to rise early
and read long. At Harrow I was impressed by the
School Prayers urging life as o The Lord and not as
unto men. That remained with me when I had moved
toward the christian Soeial School. Thoughts in
illness took me further, and I recorded the resultant
outlook in a pamphlet called "Religion and rorals™
in 1910.

I have never been quite happy about our application
%o religion of the rule that we should do what we can
for others. Mother used to tell us about her great
friend, Lady Portman, who wrote tracts to tell what
benefit whe received and gave them to all and sundry.
That practice is out of favour, but the principle
seems to me perfectly logical. At seventy-three I
was challenged 'hy Prebendary Carlile, then ninety-
five, to say what I did to tell people what I had
received. I still do not see what to do.
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Would i be religious if not biassed by upbringing ?
We cannot tell what our o tlook would have been. It
is difficult to experiment. I have done so as far as
I can without feeling guilty of irreverence. It is
very interesting to try living without thought of God,
as seems %o be the way with most people. I found
that I turned to thoughts of parents and departed
bendfactors, and that I was dissatisfied without some
‘thought of the unseen, so I could not learn what it is
like to have no thought of the metaphysical., Nine-
tenths of people seem equipped for life without it.
Is this because they are what wells descoribes as
“$ough-minded”, not needing any prop. Being what I
suppose what he would eall “tender-minded" I am sure
that I owe everything to religion. I should feel still
more indebted if I felt,like the Groups, that one ean
ba‘elaarly guided, and that we have been guided on the
whole. £

It is asking a lot of rational men that they

should believe in an almighty Power whieh is responsible
for the natural world, and is also 1n#ansely benevolent
to each end all, We who can accept this view as a
possible one are indeed fortunate. I have been
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assisted by the sense that the dead are still living,
that prayer is a reality, and that the character
of Jﬁ_aaa is unique.
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CHAPTER V111l.

RELIGION,
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xﬁ;//;;;; may be surprised that we who insist so strbngly on social

and seenlar reforms should also urge the need of religion. . Material
conditions are often regarded as secnlar. In our view of
Christianity, however, they are ﬁqt sacular at all. Christianity —
above all faught the love of every memher of sociefy, and occupied
himself with Adoing material gond, The incarnation of divine
qualities in a human being shows that humen 1ife mmst be revered.
The only ceremonial which Christianity ordasined indicates the

sacredness of comrmon things.  Therefore avery Christian must long

—
-

not only for the salvation of ¢ soul but also for that of all the |
faculfties - moral and physical « of man; not only Iar/indiviﬁual |
lives but that every person may arrive at a fu1l shere 62 '
developnant of hody and mind. One of the chief éreachers of the
religious side of life in.Bulgaria, ProfessorAﬁtoyﬁﬁ ?akhailovsky_
urges the religious basis of social reform. SR

The seriousness of the Bulgarian eharaetéf'ié shown in the -
earnestnaess with which the majority of the people follow the service
of the church. It is true that they are not what the French call

"devot", i.e. superstitiously wedded to a strict and unchanging

But this is not altogether regrattable if it means a search for

series of religious practises, and that many are leaving the church. _‘
greater reality in religions thought. On the other hand, if it ma;ns'
l

the ignoring of the claims of *rme religian, it 4is disastrous to thp

' "‘5
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*find the test by which we may Aiscover the existence of true

religion we must Seek for that test in the feelings of humanity
which it p;oducea and in the actions of benesvolence to which it
gives rise. | On the other hand we do not regard forms and
ceremonies as umimportant and we recognise that when these things
have become deeply rootad in the traditions of a natiom and
associafted with ifs highest fealings and ideals, they mnay be
necessary. They may ha %he hest channel fthrough which the stream
of religious l1life may flow, This will bhe the e@se for tﬁg great
masses of the people, even the large sections of the most educated
class _péy prefer a simple form of religion, .

For ourselves, we always, when at Sofia on Sunday, derive the

“utmost pleasure from the service at the Cathedral with its wonderful

music, Those who have really formed religious ideas of their own
need not be bound to every word of a liturgy., It is enough for ?
8uch people that the use of hresd and wine, the only outward |
Observance established hy Christ, is béing oelebrafed. It is
fitting to swmount it with all the heauty of the eye and the ear,
iﬁe gathering of men women and children of all classes, while the
wjgglxésauand differences of ordinary life are ignored typifying |

the pure social spirit of our faith.

3.
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o 25th November 1935

Dearest Lol,
It was lovely F6 see you, andﬁlso
Flycatcher. g

The bui}dér has be¢n this morning about

/

putting up/the shed, and I am sure the ponies

/ e
will enjgy it greatlyﬁ They cannot like a

draughty little box/so
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(C 311 buman goodness must be social goodness. Man is *
fundaméntally gregarious and his morality consists in being ‘
a good member of his community. A men is moral when
he is social; he is immoral when he is anti-social. The
highest type of goodness is that whigh puts freely“:;;the
service of the community all that a man is and can.

VAL R LS R
e Kony ol 7/ M eare .

Jesu§\§ps very sociabls. He was alwafs falling into cone
versation wiQh\people, sometimes in calm disregard of the
laws of proprigty. When hie disciples returned to him at !
the well of sta?ga, they were prised to find him talking -

with a woman! Ségiety had agreed to ostracize certaln
classes, for instance t ax-collectors. Jesus refused
to recognise such a tial negation of human sooiety; He

Qe



beyond controversy t
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In ﬁﬁé&rd to Christianity and political programmes
reformers are for ever trying to claim support from the
highest authority. None of them, however, can prove
at the New Testamant is on the side

of any definite social scheme. Mr. R. very truly says:-
"Men are seizing on Jesus as the exponent of their own
social convictions.
socialist.' 'Nay, he was a Tolstolan anarchist.' 'Not at
all; he was an upholder\ of law and order, a fundamental
opponent of the cloied shop.' It is a great tribute to his
power over men and to the\many-sidedness of his thought

that all seek shelter in his great shadow.

But—s 3 s-haa been said it 8till remained
a _social hope./ The kingdom of God is still a collective
conception, involving the whole sécial life of man. It is
not a matter of saving human atoms, but of savingthe
social organism. It is not a matter of getting individuals
to heaven, but of transforming the 1life on earth into the

e
harmony of heaven.. I heput his trust in spiritual forces

~~

for‘tgg\iz?nding ot'h\\;:zzeoua soé}QEZ:\it only proved
his esagdcity as a socile uilder.

£

‘hey all claim him. 'He was the first
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Being what I suppose he would call "tender-minded™ I am
sure that I owe everything to religion, I should feel
still more indebted if I felt, like the Oxford Groups,
that one can be clearly guided at every furn, and that I
have been gﬁided on the wiole. I myself have been able

to believe through the conviction that the dead are still
living, that prayer is answered, and that the charactes of
Jesus is sufficient evidence of his divinity.

It is asking a lot of rational men that they should,
viewing this earth and the universe, as they are, believe
in an almighty power which is responsible for the natural
world, and is also intensely benevolent to each and all,
We who can accept thisbview as a possible one are indeed
fortunate. |

I think religious vitality is hampered by our
(Protestant tradition of) modern attitude to any sort of

mortifying the flesh. Surely spiritual life requires that

- we should experience the superior attraction of spiritual

to natural thought, at least now and then. Without giving

a chance to the hungers of the spirit, they must be atrophied.
Irthink I have:gained -by-denying myself aipipe:till after
luneh, and for a periocd in évery year, till the evening.
Archbishop Fisher gave me a good tip about this. He said

he left his pipe at home and then there was no more torturing






Although not through like Tor, I have known the
need of thoroughness in religion ever since I was
sixteen, BDefore Christian Soglal Union days (%111 I
was ashout tweniy-seven) my old Bible shows, by the
mavks and notes made by an etohing pen, that I wos a
as "piousities”, It was their maxim to rise early
and read long. A% Harrow I was impressed by the
School Prayers urging life as %o The lord and not as
unto mens That remained with me when I had uoved
toward the christian Sooial Sehool, Thoughts in

outlock in & pamphlet enlled *Religion and norels®
in 1910,

I have never been quite happy about our application
%0 religion of the rule that we should do what we oan
for others, Mother used to tell us about her great
friend, lody Fortman, who wrote tracts to tell whad
benefit she recelved und geve them %o all and sundry.
That proctice is out of favour, but the prineiple
seems %o me perfectly loglecal. A% seventy-tiree I

was ghallenged by Yrebendary Carlile, then ninety-

five, to say what I aid to %ell peorle what I had
raseived. I still do not see what to do.



7 E i o oS

would i be religlous if not biassed by upbringing ¥
We cannot tsll what our o tlook would have been. It
is diffieult %o experiment. I have dome 80 &s far as
I cun without feeling guilty of enoe
very interesting to try living witbout thou
as scoms %0 be the way with most people.
that I turned to thoughts of parente and departed
bendfactors, and that I was dissatisfied without some
ihought of the unseen, 80 I could not learn what it is
like to have no thought of the wetaphysicals Nine-
gonths of people seen equipped for life without 1%,
Is this because they are what wells desoribes as
“bough-minded”, not needing any prop. Being what I
suppose what he would oall “tender-minded" I em sure
that I owe everything to religion, I should feel still
more indebted if i felt,like the OGroups, that one oun
be cleariy guided, and that we have been guided on the
It is asking a lot of rational men that they
should believe in an almighty rower whiech is responsible
. fob the natural world, and is also intensely bensvolens
to eaoh and all. wWe who ean accept this view as &
possible one ave indeed fortumate. 1 bhave been

®
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aseisted by the sense that the dead are still living,
that prayer is & reality, and that the charaoter
of Jesus is unique.
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temptation to distract from the positive joy of the spirit.
I think St. Paul enjoyed what he called keeping the 5body
under"”,

iy religious life began with thoughts of the atonement
wrought by Jesus, as I have told in speaking of my benefactor,
Miss Marsh. I came to feel differently of the.Crucifixion.
Its meaning for myself is expressed in Miss Alexander's
hymn about Jesus! words,"l}thirét". God thirsts to save

man by demonstration of His love and the heinousness of evil.

- Precept was not enough. Withbut the drama of the Crucifixion

men would pot be roused. Jesus said little to form a doctrine
about his death except in using the word "ransom" and in telling
Nicodemus,who asked about new birth, that he would be"ljfted
up" like the crucified snake éf lMoses. Certainly the
spectacle of Christ's death truly looked at and taken in, would
involve a deep desire for a new life. .The agony of the

whole self-immolation was undergone that we might be taught

the new life.



Father, if He, the Christ, were Thy Revealer,
Truly the First Begottmn of the Lord,
Then must Thou be a Suff'rer and a Healer,

Pierced to the heart by the sorrow of the sword.

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrow
Smote Thee that once upon the lonely trée,
But that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow,

Still it will come, O Gallant God, to Thee,

Then @®an I feel not only that Thou carest,
But that Thy care is simple care above,
Surely a father's love is of the rarest
ihen it gives pain in exercise of love
(order to give)
Now can I feel a solid ground for loving
Thee Whom till now I only could révere,
What seemed injustice now Thy iove is proving,

Now through the darkness is Thy purpose clear.
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THE ILORD'S PRAYER

I found the Lord‘'s Prayer, repeated by itself, apt

to become a form without much meaning, and I have gained
by the plan of making it a‘frameworkvfor all the subjeqts

I want to pray,about. Thus when I begin with revering
(hallowing) God I think of what I most clearly bglieve

in and honour for the dead whom I loved and love, divided
over the week. Then comes the appeal for the kingdom, the
end of this schooling of mankind, and of pain which goes with
schooling. " Thy will be done", I apply to progress, and
bring in special causes: peace, weaker races, children, etec.,
again spfead over the week. ' The prayer for material
'daily bread' covers all personal cares ; family, friends.
Forgiveness recalls my need of penitence, and“as we forgive”
reminds to try and rid myself of 'judging', which is one of

mny worst sins.







)

by{Emile Burns,

"LABOUR PARTY and COMMUNIST PARTY -
e Bage For: ACFiliatdion® =24}

vy,

ranslisator of "Anti=Du,ring"
and S nuthers of tRugs ial s Productiversysteml
"Communism and the
Pransdtion’
YThe Crisis and the Only
Way Out"™
and many others.

This pamphlet sums up the case for affiliation to
the Labour Party in these words:

Moo dvewe believe it is essential to umite

all sections of the Labour movement within
the Lsbour Party, so that the full strength
of bhe ywerking—=el aas, opganigedsin Trade
Unions, political parties and Co-operatives,
gan be brought to bear dn ‘a united way on
the issues of the war ond the peace."

Thiedt author refiors Go.the previows occeas iongiwhen
the Communist Parbtyts lapplication fer 'af flliation o
the Labour Party was refused. He traces the tragic
results of disunity in the Labour movement -~ the defeat
oi the Spsnish Republicanss - the betrayal of ‘Czecchoslo~
vakiéa; the, failure Ho foeoree the alliance with Russia;
and says: TBritish worirers waid with their Tives for
the disastrous policy that had kept the working-clasa
diviided. ™

A special chapter is devoted to the National
Front; the need to strengthen it and at the same
time to strengthen the unity of the Labour movement
Wwitshin it seiEhiet the democreatie will of the people
can oe reflected .in %the policies carried out By the
Government.,

Reference is made to the record of Communist
Party members in building up and regcruiting to the
Trade Unions, and the pamphlet reaffirms the
willingness of the Communist Party %o carry out
U hied eciis e n g SOk il s boir Party Conferences.

Toigued by

trless Gfdict, C,PLG.B.,, : TEMple Bar
41 Walter Housc, s e ; y 7808
Bediordi st

Fondan, Wit 2,

(PUBLICATION DATE ~ 29th JANUARY)
1945.
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