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CHAPTER XII qg?

ANTHE - GERMAN . DANGER -

In 1910, when I first felt the extreme urgency of the
Anglo-German problem, very few people regarded war as
unavoidable, and I was encouraged by the view of important

people, e.g. certain amhassadors, to see that relations

- with Germany could hetaffected for the better by action

in Parliament.

The logical course was either %o aim at avoiding a
clash or to ensure security by superior force. As we could
not be fully sure of the latter, it was reasonable to
urge the former as well. German politicians are of course
difficult to deal with, and there were men like Tirpitz
who wanted war. Military factors always need restraining, «

and on the German side they were 1aés restrained than in
other countries, because pride in war is widespread in
Germany. On our side it was natural to feel Germany to
be a parvenu; on their side it was natural to be jealous
of the British Empire. We were inclined to deny them
equal status. Friction arose from the time of the
Jameson Raid, and it increased in the days of Algeciras.
However, the prospect of peace was hopeful until 1908, wher
Grey decided to quarrel with Austria about the annexation
of Bosnia. It was a technical point, since she had
governed Bosnia since 1878, and everyone who travelled
there, as I did in 1902, knew it to be the only decent

government in the Balkans. Grey reversed the British
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tradition of friendliness to Austria, which had been so

marked that I remember Dilke, speaking in the House,

quoting the saying that if the Austro—Hungarién Empire
did not exist, it would be necessary for us to create it.
Loré Courtney and others.condemned Grey;s action. It led
o the crisis in which Germany backed Austria, as, in the
Kaiser's words, "her ally in shining armour™; and Russia
was humiliated. War was hrought definitelj nearer.

In 1911 came the Agadir crisis. In August I was at
Berlinj;nand found feeling running high on the question of
colonies. Shop windows dispiayed maps colouring the
world largely red ahd showing the timy German area, The
denial of German colonial claimé succeeded in rousing
ratriotic pride and jealousy. The ambition was exactly &
what our own would have been, if in their shoes; and
most of us would have favoured an attempt to right the
injustice by force, supposing that it could not be done
otherwise. National pride may be foolish, but we Britons
have not regarded it so, anyhow since the days of Kipling.
What made our action specially annoying to the Germans in
1911 was that we deterred France from making concessions

after Agadir. Maurice de Bunsen, then Ambassador at
Madrid, had written to me regretting that we were " more

French than the French".

Our ambassador, Sir Edward Goschen, was in despair



oéer the effect of a speech by L.G., regarded by Germans
as a threat. Goschen said to me, Wit has undone all my
work". I wrote an article in the Contemporary Review
on the situation in Berlin, and one evening when we were
going through the voting lobby at the House, L.G. talked
to me about this article and said: "You would have hit me
much harder if you had not been a friend of mine®,

In the following.two Years things seemed to improve.
Perhaps war would never have come if the Serb Government
had not aided (as is now known) the assassination of the -
Arch-Duke. But there were many explosions ready to go
off when the match was struck. The ultimatum to Serbia
was the work of Hungarian rather than Austrian Ministers,

In August I met one of these firebrands, and asked
him if he had not realised that the ultimatum would mean
general war. He replied,"Of course I d4id". That type
of mind was not so rarqﬁn the continent as oﬁe might think
from our English point of view.

Then came the war, Many historians hold that we
were responsible for encouraging Russia to mobilise and
back Serbia, whose Government is now thought to have been
responsible for encouraging the murder of the Archduke at
Sarajevo. However that may be, there was notihing to do for
the prevention of war in the future, except to wind the

war, and arrange for a durable settlement. I had something
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to do in the former direction when I was asked by Lloyd
George and Churchill to go to Bulgaria, and use what
influence I had there to keep her neutral or even %O
bring her to our side. T have told elsewhere what I
have to say about this business.

When 'my Balkan w#ork was finished I worked in the
diplomatic department of the Admiralty, but soon I saw that
there was much to do in the cause of a durable settlement
after the war. Those of us who foresaw that a knockout
victory would mean a peace of humiliation, and would
therefore lead to a war of revenge, in fact would mean
more sacrifice for a worse result, had a hard job. Even
the peaceloving Cecil thought that a knockout could be
followed by a reasonable settlement. Lord Lansdowne
in 1917 argued for such a settlement by negotiation
but even he, with his great prestige, was flouted; and
the result was the humiliating peace, the blockade by

which children were starved though the war was OVerT, the

Cerman thirst for revenge, and the war of '39. It was difficull |

to believe that men so much cleverer than myself could be
less far-seeing. How offen have I had to regret that we
of the minority proved right. What a joy if our fears were
unjustified!

In the House of Commonsﬁ did not work with men like
Macdonald and Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but

thought it better to attack the different aims on which
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the policy of the knock-out was based, e.g; the plan of
carving up Austria and depriving Germany of colonies,
Walter Long, in debate, while attacking Ramsay and the
Union of Democratie Control, distinguished between them
and me, saying that I was sound on the prosecution of .the
war, and should therefore be listened to, so that he would
treat my arguments seriously. T was so far successful in 1y
tactics. I pursued them by getting Lloyd George to
breakfast at RButland Gate, and putting before him maps
showing how devolution of power in Austria-Hungary would
satisfy national claims, and would also lead Austro-Hungary
to detach herself from Germany and make peace. I invited
Willie Buckler of the American Embassy to meet Lloyd George
at this breakfast, in order to rémind him of the United
gtates in connection with their policy. L.G., was very
charming. He admired the carrots which we were growing in
our back garden, and told us stories of breakfasts at the
Palace; one of the ?rinces, then a young boy, had refused
to eat his porridge, and on being pressed by the Queen,
 exclaimed, "Got lumps in 1t"I 1..G. took care not to
seem hostile to my proposals, but he was really committed
to the knock-out policy which justified his seizing the
premiership. In the early days of the L.G. Government,
in December 1916, a speech by Balfour seemed to say that
the Covernment was intending to negotiate with Austria;

and about this time Smuts met the Austrian representative.



38 s i
- 0 #

However; before the House met again after the Christmas
recess, they had become committed to the "delenda Austria”
policy, and when I raised the question in the House, Balfeur

made this plain. Mazaryk, who contended with me in the’

columns of the "Statesman", had made an impression on Ministers, |

and enabled them to use the plan of a Czechoslovak plus
state as an argument for destroying Aﬁstria.

This reminds me of an odd experience of those days.
L.G. needed friends when he had ousted Asquith, and got
airich supporter to invite five or six to dine at the
Ritz Hotel. Tb my surprise I was one of these, and I felt
justified in accepting though I had no intention of backing
L.G. Neil ?riﬁrose, his new Chief Whip, made freat fun
at this dinner of the invention of Czechoslovakia; the
device for justifying L.G.'s policy appealed to a cynical
sense of fun.

We only knew after the war that Balfour had said, in
a memorandum to the Cabinet, that to destroy Austria :
would mean a stronger Germany, because all the German
land would become united. ifhen we had obtained the
knock-out, we went further than breaking up Austria; we
cut Germény in two by creating the Polish Corridor.
To this day I do not understand how Ministers thought
that a Germany cut in half by the Corridor would settle
down to a lasting peace., It was almost as if a victor-

jous Germany cut off Scotland by a German belt, and



- England were to accept the situation.

The deplorable election, immediately following the
war produced what was called a wpParliament of hard-faced
business men". 1919 was the critical time, and the
knock-out election resulted in the policy of Clemenceau,
L.G. argued for sensible terms, but was overruled by
the threatening message sent to him by about half the
members of the House of Commons, demanding that he
should show "no weakness". Among these, oddly enough,
were Halifax and Sam Hoare. Such was the blindness
caused by victory, even among thinking men. Liberal
and Labour had been unseated, as I was, by the election,
and no serious resistance could be made to the policy of
Versailles. Further, the treaty with Germany was dictated
with every circumstance of humiliationm.

The Paris Conference lost interest when the fate
of the smaller enemy countries came up for settlement
in the succeeding summer, after the big leaders had
gone home. But I went to Paris in August because the case of
Bulgaria was coming on, and her faithful friend, Bourchier, beg-
ged me to join him. Balfour was in charge for England,
Henry White for America. His half-brother, Willie Buckler,

S Crullien.? fac
took me to lunch with White at the Crion Hotel. White was

perfectly sound from my point of view, but the Americans
seemed to have no force in putting their ideas forward,

apparently fearing to be regarded as amateurs beside the
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French and British diplomats.  Arthur Ponsonby (my
nephew) was with me and we had an interesting time. Hoover,
who was in control of American relief work, gave us lunch
at a restaurant in the Elysée, and I remember the floods
of cream which were in evidence. As Central Europe was
th§n largely starving, and the German babies were without
milk, the charms of the cream with which Paris abounded
were lost on us. The space at the foot of the Elysee held
a great pile of captured cannons, and everything was in
harmony with the spirit of punitive triumph.

One day the Bulgarian delegates were brought to Paris,
and placed in a house like prisonefs, hot being allowed
contact with anyone. Stamboliski, their Premier, had
opposed the war, and prisked his life in doing so, but
he had been addressed by the French general who signed
the Armistice with Bulgaria as rsaleczcochon”, With
him as secretary was Miss Stancioff, whom Charlie and
I had seen in Paris on the way back from the Balkans in
1915, when she was nursing the French wounded, and who
became afterwards a great friend of ours in London,
when her father was appdinted Minister there.

Arthur and I went to Vienna, and there visited
hospitals and. saw the distress which pregailed. All the
men seemed.tétbarrying knapsacks in which to place any

food they might obtain by going out to farms in the country.

As we entered Vienna in a luxury train, we were dining in
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the restaurant, and the starving Austrians relieved their
feelings by spitting at the windows. It was not easy to
enjoy our dinmner, realising’their point of view.

Through the help of an English doectbar who was due in
Budapest, we got a chance of going on to Budapest in his
special train consisting of one carriage. The city.was in
disorder, and when we got to the hotel (Hotel Hungaria)
Arthur, who was to follow with the luggage, did not turn
upe. Roumanian troops were in occupation of the town,
and nobody 6ould answer for their conduct. I waé intensely
alarmed, knowing Balkan ways. I forced my way into the
H.Q. of the Roumanian general, and got him to concern
himself with the matter, and in time Arthur reappeared.
The hunger was even greater than at Vienna, and at the
hospitals we saw the babies still covered with the
newspapers whicli, for a long time, had been their only
blankets. The Roumanians had stolen all the hospital
supplies, including the milk. It was a fearful situation
for the proud Hungarians to be under the thumb of Balkan
upstarts. One day we were in a house facing the old
bridge to the ancient capital which crosses the Danube,
when band musﬁc was heard,,and we saw Roumanian ﬁroops
marching on to the bifdge. No one had thought that the
0ld city would be so degraded, and the Hungarians were

deeply moved. However, they must have seen that they had
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brought it upon themselves by sending the uptimatum to
serbia which began the war. I asked one ﬁho had been a
Minister then if he had realised at the time that the
ultimatum would mean wal, He said certainly he did, and
that they had hoped for it.

We could not return to Vienna by train, because the
Roumanians Wanted‘to be safe from attack from the West,
and had announced that amy train crossing the bridge would tee
shelled.

Getting back to Paris, I wrote to Mr. Balfour about
the distress, as he could give orders. He asked me %o
lunch, and we had a very interesting talk, Philip Kerr
(afterwards Lothian) being Wiﬁh us. I learnt later that
ample stores were quickly sent &b the hospitals in Vienna
and Budapest. I &ttempted to make Balfour keen to help
the victims of the Roumanians by telling him of the
unattractive aspect of their civilisation at Bucarest. I
mentioned a particular Minister in the lounge of the chief
hotel, holding the hand of a demi-monde while talking to a
foreign diplomat. I ought to have remembered that A.J.B.
hated earnestness. To pull me up he interjected,"I wish
T could have held one too 1"

In 1920 I went to Berlin with Ramsay and Joe King.

We stayed at the magnificent Kaiserhof Hotel, aﬁd it was
strange to be in such a princely place with hardly any

food. The substitute for jam was unspeakably nasty. We
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were amazed at the apparent absence of any hostile
feeling among Germans. FPeople seemed cowed, perhaps
through hunger; many were going about with little on
except an overcoat. The Quakers and Americans were still
doing relief work on a great scale. Ramsay did not like
being taken to see these things, but when we went on to
Geneva for the International Labour Conference, we
perduaded him to address a meeting about it. It was
characteristic of him that he then made a most moving
speech, and showed that he had observed every little
detail.

In the subsequent years I went often to Germany.
The French policy of pin-pricks was the main feature of
the situation, and the most alarming sight that I saw was
at Mainz, where West African soldiers of the most pronounced
negro type, swaggered about,happy,in their position of
rulers 6ver the Germans. When the Ruhr had been invaded,
the man responsible for that folly, Poincaré,'was invited
to London in the hopes of showing him reason, but he was
found absolutely intractable, as members of our Government
told me, and the conference was broken off.

After we had been in office in 1924, I had an
interesting experience in regard to France., Ramsay was

invited to address the French Institute about the Labour

Party, but he was nervous of é?ng himself and got me to
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go in his place. I saw several leading men and was more
than ever amazed at the French want of logic. They
admitted that their policy of pinpricks ensured the
hostility of Germany, and that Germany would eventually
be stronger than France. In fact they agreed that
their policy was suicidal, but they seemed blind to
reason and replief, "Yes, it is fatal, but we will bully
them as long as we can".

One year I went with Ben Riley to Panzig. The Poles
naturally held by their right to‘the *Corridor® to the
sea, but they made no attempt to diminish German resentment,
which was the only possible way of avoiding conflict,
once t}i¢ German territory had been cut in two, Germany
could also claim that we betrayed conditions of peace in
"The 14 Points%. Throughout these years, the League of
Nations Union was insisting that unless we and the Allies
were loyal to the League in regard to armaments and so
on, Germany would be free to arm, Ifoften spoke for the
Union, and I think that if their advice had been followed,
Hitler would have remained obscure.

Our second'term of government gave Henderson a
chance, as Foreign Secretary, to improve‘matters by
withdrawing British troops from the Rhine. Unfortunately
he decided not to approve of the German proposal to .
make a customs union with Austria, but to refer it as
a legal question to the International Court at the

Hague. The Court decided that it was technically illegal,



so the Allies appeared to Germany as obstructing every
legitimate German claim. The result of this was the
conversion to Hitlerism of countless Germans who, until

then, had hated the upstart Hitler,

%}i‘” It was an enormous shock when, in the beginning of
1933, Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor, presumably hoping
that responsibility would produce sanity. But a reign

of terror immediately began. In the Spring I went to

Berlin and saw several Ministers, in company with Evans
and Ben Riley. 'The British Quakers' agent in Berlin had
acquired a strong position through the Quaker relief work,
and I thought it just worth while to appeal to the Nazis

to let him visit the concentration camps, which had already
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begun their dirty work, and to urge that British friendship,

which they then strongly desired, would be alienated by
illegal violence, which was also contrary ?o German
tradition. After seeing Goebbels, Rosenbﬁfg, von Papen

and General Blomberg, we goﬁ an interview with Hitler,

but it was a forlorn hope, as I had realised. He declared
that everybody loved him and that if he went into the
Linden.a hundred thousand people would crowd to acclaim
him. He soon took to raving against the Communists, an
violently asserted.that every Communist was a criminal,

He shouted in this strain as if we were a public peeting,

and we broke off the talk.

The Hitler period is familiar to all, because the
dnager became'evident and was the chief feature of the
time. To keep the peace was still more a failing hope
than before, but the game was not wholly lost, at least
in the eyes of our Ministers who did not prepare for war,
Actuak conflict might be avoided by good relations on the
personal side, e.g. with the German representatives in
-London. My friends and I thought it worth while to make
speeches in this direction in the Lords, and Lothian was
a powerful advocate on this line. I thought it a good
thing to keep in touch with German ambassadors. Hoesch
in particular was a rational man and not a Nazi. He
died suddénly without apparent cause, and many thought
that his aﬁiable countrymen in the Nazi Party had poisoned

him. von Dirksen had & good name as a prefessional
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diplomat, and when I lunched with him at the Embassy
he expressed distress, which I think was in his case
genuine, at the persecution of the Jews. Ribbentrop
was tfg¢ more important than any of them, and should have
been humoured, though he was certainly a difficult and
Wooden-minded man. Some people handled him sensibly.
Sidney Clive, who was Chamberlain of the Diplomatic

Corps, had him to stay for a shoot. Others showed their
dislike, and the Press made every possible occasion for
offence. He was irritated in small ways. Héiis an
illustration: The German Embassy occupies two of the
houses in Carlton House Terrace which have common rights to
the terrace overlooking St. James's Park. Ribbentrop
wanted to make the section of the terrace opposite his
houses more private, and, as they are the end houses,

this was easy and perfectly proper. Instead of putting
this through as we would have done for the Russians or the
French, the Foreign Office told'Ribbentrop that he must
get the consent of the ‘heighbouring householders. It is
quite possible that a thing like this might turn the scale in
the mind of a rather stupid man, and lead him to decide

that nothing could be done with these infernal, insular-
minded British. '

Perhaps it was too late when Chamberlain attempted

appeasement, and sent Neville Henderson to Berlin, but

it raised hopes. I had known Henderson and stayed with

him when he was Minister at Belgrade, and saw him more
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tlhan once at Berlin, When he first took up his post,
he discussed with the Head of}ggreign Office the way
to show friendliness at Berlin, Vansittart replied
that on no account should we make any attempt at friendli-
ness whatever. Imagine Ribbentrop's talks with Vansittart!
As the chief contact of a foreign diplomat is with the
Head of the Foreign Office, one can see what stupendous
consequences might result from this personal factor.

In these years our want of logic rivalled that of
the French, We headed for war without preparing for:i%,
We sublimely offered guarantees to Poland and Roumania,
and committed ourselves to the struggle as if we had
boundless power in Eastern Europe, when in fact we had
none, If it is true that we did this as the result of
French insistence, that is no excuse. In 1940 we were
in danger of actually losing our independence, and that
is the measure of our madness in defying German action
in the East without due preparation. Baldwin and
Chamberlain must be held responsible, because they had
pover, they knew the facts, and they concealed them from
the country. They were either blind, or reckless, or
criminally complacent. _The latter seems to me to be the
least indefensible of the excuses. How men with very
good brains can act as if they were, at the best, misguided
mystics is a thing which I can never understand.

After Hitler came to power I went several times to
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Berlin, and also to the de Bunsens near Cologne, and

the Bismarcks in Pomerania. In '58 I went to see
Henderson, and on arriving in the evening found an
invitation to dine at the Embassy at 8. I was tired enough
with the gourney‘and*would gladly have got off, but of
course answered that I would go. Having got there, and
hoping to get away fairly early, I found 4% was a large
party to meet Lord Londonderry, who was an apostle of
friendship with Hitler. He was an hour late, and by

9.,30. I was quite exhausted. However I forgave Lord
Iondonderry in the end, because we had a long and useful
talk after dinner.

‘ The colonial question was then to the front, and it
was rather an episode that the Agha Khan was seeing German
Ministers on the same 1ines as myself. This famous winner
of the Derby invited me to meet him at the Adlon, and pmoved
quite attractive. He was a novel sort of ally for me to
work with.

In these years it seemed to me a mystery that our

Government was content neither to keep overwhelming force,

nor to attempt a modus vivendi. One could not be surprised

at Hitler leaving the League of Nations when Sir John Simon,
the Foreign Secretary, déclared that.the Allies were not
bound to disarmament by the Versailles Treaty in the sense
that everyone had understood. We had many debates in the

Lords, and I several times reminded noble Lords of the
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Allies' responsibility for bad relations, through the
Blockade, the Ruhr Occupationi?%he French use of Negro
troops on the Rhine. The ablest of the small group who took
our rational view was Lord Lothian (afterwards ambassador
to America) and I was thrilled one day by his alluding
to "the admirable speech of my noble friend Lord Noel-
Buston.™ He was very active and went to see Hitler,

escorted and interpreted by my former secretary, Conwil

Evans, as also did Lloyd George soon afterwards.



Perhaps peace was impossible after 1953, and it was
generally felt that Hitler meant to fight. Many ﬁacifidts
thought not, and I felt it probable that he and his colleagues,
Goering and Goebbels, were the sort of men who would be
attracted to a great gamble; and to gamble with the chance
of bringing down the British Empire would be the greatest
gamble in history. But I held that if you are dealing with
a savage bull, you don't wave & red flag in front of him,
but keep him quiet as long as you can, while risking nothing.
Hitler proclaimed his hope of friendship with England, and
he??gined the League. Tt would probably have made a great
difference if the English Fress had been restrained from
continually jeering at him in a way that no other European
press was doing. |

The attitude of the Labour Party seemed to me very
illogical. They adopted the most provocative anti-German
expressions, and at the same time they opposed preparation
for war, while they reconciled their own minds by declaring
that we should appeal to the League to take action, e.g. against
Italy over the Abyssianian question. Yet they knew that
the League could do nothing except with British forces. I
could only excuse this on the ground that it had been a
great effort to adopt the peace-loving Labour view to the use

of force as part of the League programme. To shrink from

applying this to action by England, apart from the League,
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wes natural, but it was unrealistic. of course.it was the
Government who were responsible for informing the cowﬁtry,
and Baldwin was far more to blame; but it was natural that
Conservatives defended Baldwin, on the grounds that the
Labour ?afty had influenced.public opinion, making it
difficult for him to adopt war preparation. I myself felt
that Hitler was probably ready to go to war, and I deplored
the complacency which prevailed. I reported, for instance,
what I saw in 1935 of the air base on the igle of Sylt,

when I went there with Rufus to meet the Bismarcks.

The Foreign Office was violently anti-German, and the
covernment gave the impression of feeling sublimely superior
to the growth of German force, which made our policy still
more irritating. e drgfted along, assuming that we were
in nocdanger, and fﬂaglly offered guarantees 1o Poland,
Roumania and Greece, which helped to increase the punishment
inflicted on them by Germans. If we did not mean that we

would do anything for Poland, we should have left that question

‘glone, and allowed the inevitable quarrel to develop® between

Germany and Russia. We humanitarians have often been reproved
for wanting England %O police Europe, and it amazed me when
the Government pyjsued such & policy in an extreme form.

1919 saw the supreme chance of establishing a sane
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peace, but we lost it, wwing, I suppose, to the same
sublime confidence that we had nothing to fear from the
‘resurrected German power. e gave Germany the most
imperative motive for re#enge by cutting the country in
two parts. Whatever other ambition may have moved Hitler,
the severing of Germany by the Polish Corridor ensured the
arrival of a conflict. No self-respecting nation could
accept such humiliation. The effective way to avoid war
wbuld have been close friendship between England and
Germany, and this we would not give. It would indeed
have required an almost Christian readiness to abandon

our unique prestige and to share colonial privilege with
a partner who was pushing and brusque. But having created
the incentive to revenge, we ought to have made the

W
sacrifice,to avoi%Ayar.
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The German Danger

Papen. Extremely charming.

Goebbels, who suggested a professor at the School of Economics,
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ANGLO-GEﬂM&N RELATIONS.

m

In 1910 when I first felt the extreme urgency of the
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L was encouraged by the views of mportanthrltlsh ambassadors

to see that relations with Germany could be affected for
Pt \,éﬁ o

the logical course was either %o aim at avoiding a clash

Vi)
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or to ensure security by superior force. As we could not
beggnre of the latter, it was reasonable to urge the

aq byl
formegv German politicians are of course dlfflcult to
deal with, and there were men like Tirpitz who wamlited war.
Militéry‘factors always need restraining, and on the werman
side they were less restrained than in other countries,
necause pride in war is Widespreadlin sermany. On our side
it was natural to feel uermany to be a parveng, on their
gside' it was natural to be.jealous of the British sEmpire.
We were inclined to deny them equal status. rriction
arose from thettime of the Jameson Raid, and it increased
in the days of Algeciras. However, the prospect of peace
was hopeful until 1908, when urey decided to quarrel with
Austria about the annexation of posnia. it was a technical
point, since she had governed sosnia since 1878, and everyone
who travelled there, as 1 did in 1902, knew it to be the

only degent government in the salkans. urey reversed the

British tradition of friendliness %o Austria, which had






Py
s
£ 5 o o g,

\ b e x,_r«k’_.p.%..i)u y
() { 122

been so marked that I remember Dilke, speaking in the

House, quoting the saying that if the austréeHungarian
Empire did not exist, it would be necessary for us to
create it. Lord uourt?n&y and others condemned uTrey’s
action. 1t led to the crisis in which uermany backed
sustria, as, in the xi_aisér‘s words, Mher ally in shining

armour+, and Russia was humiliated. war was brought

definit%ly nearer. 4 . LLaAAA %»g.% ¢ 1 Qg 9 M aj
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the ambition was exactly what our own would have been,
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if in their shoes; and be%thewmhtarywpwr, most
of us would have favoured an attempt to right the °

injustice by force, supposing that it could no%t 6"2‘;29
otherwise. MNational pride may be foolish, but we/\have

not regarded 1t so, anyhow since the days of Kkipling. : ;
z W/d/i, O AL ~“"’f€?“}ﬁ ﬁ&x&ﬂ' LA Ay /»'{. AL TP f T

4 {i terring e-from “;
h& £ J z fgﬁ; - f ‘{ ﬁ
/{;».}V/‘* é*(é»"l,/",; > 5? f"' : sv q t ?W ” & A dd et f ‘ -: ‘ o ) 4'
concegsions after Agacfir. maurlce d unsen, th .
A LA Y- W7 g«fwg

that we were“ ore rrench

ambassador at \mad.rid h_}wrf"}

han the rrench.“

Then came the war. Many historians hold that we
were responsible for encouraging kussia to mobilise

ahd back serbia, whose Government is now WQ@
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" nowever that may b;j the;;'was nggzing to agﬂfor thé

. prewention of war in the future, except to win the war,
and arrange & durable settlement. L had something to
do in the former direction when L was asked by Lloyd
George and vhurchill to go to pulgaria, and use what

) influence L had there to keep her neutral or even %o

bring her to our side. 1 have told elsewhere what 1

have to sa abo th s business /]
f k.M\, Ban »4 DY i Y.
AW 3 work n thé d 1?alt

5 but so n I
",. A 5 S ﬁ““i & A ey l/g'
A0 saw that there was mu to do in the cause of durable

settlement after the ware. 1hose of us who foges&w that
W / R,
a knockout victory would mean a peace-hnmriiaﬁ&ngm$e
[P S ¥
Germany, and would furfhér lead to a war of revenge,
W Agngn s Gr A
in facﬁf@ore sacrifice for a worse result, had a hard
e @ plm g
} job. mven the ?e&een&biqﬁbecll thought that a knock-

a'*?@\éﬁr‘i‘;

LR
out could be followed by a durgbie settlement. Lord

Lansdowne in 1917 argued for such a set
W%L \, 3%& 5. B W R
"4‘.- 14 th Tesl

¥the Eerﬁan'tﬁirst for revenge,'andn%ﬁk war of

4

'392;)
1t was dlfficult to b ve, that men so much

L~
cleverer than myself could be QJ%ZQGAﬂneag now often

have

.%?gn o) re,ret that we of .the mlnor;ty proved rlght l.
- ¢ n b £l V«"{E }..f g fux} »y M e # VE% W ig‘} fﬁ
[Ef“the House of gommons, I did’no%t ork 1th ﬁgn llkeﬁ? g
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Ramsay and 'Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but
thought it better to attack the different aims on

which the policy of the knock-out was based, €.8. the
plan of caréing up Austria and depriving Germany of
colonies. walter Long, in debate, while atﬁacking Ramsay
and the.. Union of pemocratic Control, distinguished
between them and me, gaying that I was sound on the
prosecution of the war, and should therefore be listened
to, so that he would treat my arguments seriously. I

was tﬁé%sﬁggffapﬁggenﬁhx successful in my tacticse.

i pursued them by getting Lloyd ueorge to breakfast

at xutland uate, and putting before him maps showing

how devolution of power in Austria-Hynga would

&vfwﬁ‘iw 5
satisfy 2861 nationgl claims, and would -KeeD
o dlefad Arsnalf ?{;« V%ﬁjyf bt
nustro-nungar “from uermany 1nvfted Hlllle Buckler
&%é* b e f* '5&@?
of the American Embassy tf&breakfastr in order to

f‘ww
remind | . of the united. states in connection with
b 4

admired the

their policy. L.u. was very charmlnggﬁkﬂ
carrots which we were growing in our back garden, and

told us stories of breakfasts at the Palace; ofife one
of the princes, then a young boy, had refused %o eat
his porridge, and on being pressed by the queen,

A fp v R

ut’ he was really committed to the knock-

exclaimed "$ot lumps in it " L.s. took care not %o
seem hostile
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out policy which justified his seizing the Premiership.

Tn the early days of the L.u. Government, tng%gﬁf‘4£<
December 1918, a speech by Balfour seemed to say that
the Government was intending to negotiate with Austria;

+ about this time Smuts met the austrian representative.
However, before the House met again after the christmas
recess, they had become committed to the "delenda -Austriar
policy, and when L raised the question in the House,
palfour made this plaln//\fazaryk, who contended with

me in the columns of the "Statesman+, had made an

impression on ministers, and enabled them to use ?19 ﬁhﬁ”*“f ¢

¢ Aw A A
T Czech slova%}? as an argument for destroying Austria.
e, i:;E?;Lly knew after the war that salfour had said, in

a memorandum to the Cabinet, that to destroy Austria
would mean a stronger uermany, because all the German
land would become united. When we had obtained the
knock-outb, We'went further than breaking up austria;

we cut Germany in two by creating the Polish @orridor.

+o this day 1 do not understand how ministers thatght
that a Germany cut in half by the Gorridor would settle g

7 g o} ’ P ,,-/ o tfm
down %o %"gnﬁen fpeq,ce.i“mqfa’ Vi M y '@r 1

- & 3 Ao Lo " “’}
VWN Lt B % ‘,Jt’r b W a 5”%? 4
1he denlorgﬁle electlon, 1mmed1ately folloﬁfng the'

War,,produced what was called a #Parliament &f hard-

e
faced men*. 1919 was the critical time, and the knock-
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out election shewed~itself in the gretesgue—se:

L.&. argued for sensible terms, but was overruled by
thé fhreatening message sent to him by about half the
members of the nouse of Commons, demanding that he
should show nomWeakness?‘ Among these, oddly enough,
were Halifax and sSam Hoare. Such was the blindness

caused by victory, even among thinking men. Libepal

and Labour had been unseuted}as L was, by the election,

LV S
and no serious obstecte could be made to the policy of
" Lwasd

versailles. Further, the treaty with Germany hed—been
dictated with every circumstance of humiliation.

vhe raris Conference lost interest wheﬁ the fate
of the smaller enemy countries came up for settlement
in the succeeding summer,.after the big leaders had
gone home./:%&$:£t : fgwlﬁgust because the case of
Bulgaria was coming on, and her faithful friend,
Boé?hier, begged me to join him. Balfour was in
charge for kngland, Henry white for america. iis
half-brother, willie Bueckler, ﬁ;%ime to lunch witih hdim
at the Crion notel.kjkg&was perfectly sound from my

.

point of view, but the americans seemed to have no force

%« 2

v

in nuitlng their ideas forward, apparently tg&nﬁzaé
& A ”9‘? a2

%ﬁé& weré amateurs beside the rrench and sritish

diplomats. Arthur POnsonbyi\my nephe@) was witii me and

we had an interesting time. coover, who was in control
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of American relief work; gave us lunch at a restaurant

in the Elysee, and . remember the floods of cream which

were in evidence. as Central Europe was then largely

starving, and the German babies were without milk, the &é@wMWMéﬁg

vagvcream with which Paris abounded

us. The g;%%t space at the foot of the Elysee held a
great pile of captured cannons, and everything was in
harmony with the spirit of punitive triumph.

Une day the Bulgarian delegates were brought to Paris,
and placed in a house like prisoners, not being allowed
contact with anyone. Stamboliski, their rFremier, had
opposed the war, and risked his life in doing so, but
he had been addressed by the srrench general who signed
the Armistice Qith Bulgaria as "sal cochon". With
him as secretary was miss Stancioff, whom Charlie and
1 had seen in Paris on the way back from the Balkans in
1915, when she was nursing the srench wounded, and who

a Phaftiend ¢ omnrd 1
Cﬁpame afterJ@rd ’yB\Loﬂdon, when her father was appointed
uinister there. ‘

Arthur and I went on to Vienna, and there visited
hoépitals and saw the distresé which prevaided. All
the men seemed to be carrying knapsacks in which to

place any food they might obtain by going out to farms

in the country. As we entered Vienna in a luxury train
/ ]

we were dining in the restaurant, and the starving
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Austrians relieved their feelings by spitting at the
windows. It was not easy to enjoy our dinner, realizing
their point of view.
j4Wﬂ?%éthe help of an znglish doctor who was due in
pudapest, we got a chance of going on to pudapest in
his special train consisting of one carriage. The
city was in disorder, and when we got to fhe hotel
(Hotel Humngaria), Arthur, who was to follow with the

luggage, Gid not turn up. Roumanian troops were in

TN
occupati gﬁ‘and nobody could answer fog,thelr conduct.
fj Iag s \/\«W\c MEWM k/\a.,ﬁ"ww Qz@*ﬁ. % 128 ‘Wg
1 forced my way Into the i. Q. of the roumania ral
1 Cet bt o cvmerna, ol M Asna, »%5

and in time arthur reanpeared. the hunger was even

greater than at vienna, and at the hospitals we saw

the babies still covered with the newspapers which,

for a long time, had been their only blankets. The
WW\M«W

ussilans had stolen all the hospital supplies,

including the milk. 1t was a fearful situation for

the proud anéAnGient rungarians to be under the thumb

of palkan upstarts. une day 'we were in a house facing

the old b;ldgegiszﬁgmaﬁclent camlgg}, which crosses

"h” LS

the vanubej) when band music was heard, and we saw

ﬁoumanian‘troops marching on to the bridge. o one
had thought that the old city would be so degraded,

and the Hungarians were deeply moved. riHowever, they

must have seen that they had brought it upon themselves
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by sending the ultimatum to serbia which began the war.
I asked one who had been a minister then if he had realized
at the time that the ultimatum would mean war. re said
certainly he did, and that they had hoped for it.
We could not return to v1e2?a bg traln, because the
A O

Houmanians wanted to be from the est, and had

annonnced that any train crossing the brldge would be

Getting back to Paris, L wrote t%ABalfour about

the distress, as he could give orders. He asked me

to lunch, and we had a very interesting talk, prhilip
Kerr(afterwards Lothian) being with us. 1 learnt
later thatyample stores were quickly sent to the
hospitals in v1enna and ﬁudapest._ I attempted to giwve

heen b Mg Fhe
palfour ad-- “he-/moumanians by telling

m‘!m 5(‘&'% e’ at c oo
him of theL “inadequacy of fheir 01v1112at10?\ I

mentioned a particular minister in the lounge of the
chief hotel, holding the hand of a demi-monde while
talking to a foreign diplomat. I ought to have remembered
that A.J.p. hated earnestness. To pull me up he
inte?ﬁected "i wish 1 could have held one too i~

In 1920 I went to serlin with nagsay and Joe ring.
we stayed in the magnificent xKaiserhof Hotel, and it was
strange to be in such a princely place with hardly any

food, ‘he substitute for jam was unspeakabrr J?We
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were amazed at the apparent absence of any hostile

AA-B1n ABALE ¢ tdeafey hAsrngite, «
feeling;{ People seemed cowed; gmed many'wgre going
W@' h

about with little on except an overcoat. <he guakers

and asmericans were still doing relief work on a great
scale. namsay did not like being taken to see these
things, but when we went on to Geneva for the International
Labour Conference, we persuaded him to address a meeting
about it. it was characterisite of him that‘he thep

made a most moving speech, and showed that he had

observed every little detail.

in the subsequent years . went often to wermany. '
+he French policy of pin-pricks was thg main feature,

O pht oA bevinde L/t
and the most alarming®sj that L saw was, west african

soldiers of the most pronounced negro type, swaggerih@{
K ! he ?;f

in their posi%tion of rulers over the sermans, ad=METINZ. Ay
L st ey, ﬁmf" é‘@j"*
when the nuhr had been invaded, thgﬁresponsible-man; 1 {
7’
roincare, was invited to London, in the hopes of
whowing him reason, but he was found absolutely ?
B,
intractable, as members of %ﬁe wovernment told me, and
the conference was broken off.
After we had been in office in 1924, I had an
interesting experiencikwhéh‘namsay was invited to
address the rrench institute about the Labour rarty.
é“kxe was nervous of going himself angd got me to go in

his place. 1 saw several leading men and was more
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than ever amazed at the rrench want of logic. ithey
admitted that their policy of pinpricks ensured the
hostility of wermany, and that wermany would eventually
be stronger than rrance. In fagt they agreed that
their policy was suicidal, but they seemed blind to
NRALv, : 5 :
this-poind-of-wiew, and replied ;ﬂ’%; 2%, "Yes, 1%
is fatal, but we will bully them as long as we ean,™
One year 1 went with Ben Riley to Danzig.
M{LC /"ﬂ«cwu”byr A
the Poled naturally olaaé%dwxae #Corridor*to the sea,
but they made no attempt to diminish uverman resentment,
which was the only possible way of avoiding conflict,
once nﬁé german territory had been cut in two./ 1o CD
;’ y.
this day 1 %o not understand how a olevér man like

Balfour coﬁld have thought that uermgﬁy would ever

accept a’ pollcy comparable to the ﬁéverlng of zngland

“rom ccotlandj zhostlle countrjf ithout g :
: ades (Lo /(u .;P@f ?A%,.@( - M”
oughout these years, the League of K%tlons unlon?

;%Mf
/]

was insisting that unless‘we and the Allies were
loyal to the League in regard to armaments and so on,
germany would be free to arm. L1 often spoke for the
Union, andléfgbn think that if their advice had been
followed nitler would have remained obscure.

Our second term of government gave Henderson a
chance, as roreign secretary, to improve matters by .

withdrawing British troops from the Rhine. Unfortunately
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he decided not to approve of the German proposal to
make & customs union with austria, but to refer it as
a legal question to the international court at 1he
Hague. <+he Gourt decided that it was technically
illegal,‘gzg the allies appeared to Uermany as
obstructing every legitimate uerman claim. ‘rhe result
of this was the conversion to Hitlerism of countless

Geérmans whoy until then, had hated the upstart nitzar,

of 1933, Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor, Dresumably
hoping that Tesponsibility woulgd produce sanity. mut
a reign of terror immediately began. in the spring

L1 went to Berlin and saw several Ministers, in company
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w1th Evans and Ben nlley. rhe ﬁrltlsh Quakers' agent§

4 4"’ g { f4 ,;49.; ) . et
/\had acculred a strong p031t10n, and I thought 1t Just

worth while to appeal to the Nazis to let %Qéﬁ visit

the concentration camps, which had already bﬁgun their
dirty work, and to urge that British / %;;:ngw hich they
then strongly desired, would be alienated by illegal
violence, which Was&jfscontrary to German tradition.
After seeing Goebbels, Rosenburg, von Papen and uen.
Blomberg, we got an interview with Hitler, but it was a
forlorn hope, as i had realized. He declared that
everybody loved him, and that if he went into the Linden
a hundred thousand people would crowd to acclaim him.

e soon took to raving against the memnnists, and
violently asserted that every communist was a criminal.
fne shouted in this strain as if we were a public meeting,
and we broke off the talk.

The Hitler period is familiar to all, because the
danger became evident and was the chief feature of the
time. Ta& keep the peace was still more a failing hope
than before, but the game was not wholly lost, at least
in the eyes of our ministers who did not brepare for war.
Actual coﬁflict might be avoided by good relations on the

personal side, e.g. with the German representatives in

London. wmy friends and L thought it worth while to make

speeches in this direction in the Lords, and Lothian was
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a poﬁerful advocate gn this line. 1 thought it a good
oA e dyrg

thing to keep in touch w1th uerman M&nlsiﬂnﬁ Hoesch

in particular was a ratlonél man, and when*he died
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suddenly

m

i,
the Nazi Party had poisoned him. uirrksen had a good
name as a professional dlplomat and when I lunched with
him at the Embassy he expressed dlstress at the persecution

of the Jewsf?hlch i thlnk'was genulne§ qlbbentrop was

A
g

more important than any of them, bnt he'was certalnly a }gﬁmé%
2

difficult and wooden-mlnded man. Some people handled

him sensibly. Sﬁdney Clive, who was Chamberlain of the

e
Diplomatic Corps, had him to stay}aa%A§hoot. Others

showed their dislike, and the Press made every possible

uwﬁ@ A 4ﬂ Can %ﬂwaAHi%Jﬁ%?é*
occasion for offence. ,OWn,_PForeig i

t0 eprréet-this. rHere is an illustrati n . }he rerman
ﬁ A gf@‘ 4’%&%1 vv». \,ﬁ?v'l ;j* Pty ﬁ'm?) ("&4&”\&?&%
rmbassy occupies two of @.line-of-houses: which have

common rights to the terrace overlooking St. James's

i&eﬁﬂn ﬁéﬂ;w
Park. nibbentrop wanted to make the,terrace opposite

VA

his houses more private, and as they are the end houses,
this was easy and perfectly proper. instead of putting

this through as we would have done for the Russians or

He F0 dfd 344#‘%@2 Lo ttiud
the ?rench,§?1bbentrop was-4&1d that he mustlarrange-it

LA

the neighbouring houspﬁolders~i£mhe*cea&d. it is
A ) ; .
quite possible tha?xfﬁis might turn the scale in the mind
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of a rather stupid man, and leéd him to decide that
nothing could be done with these infernal, insular-
minded British.

rerhaps it was too late when Chamberlain attempted
appeasement, and sent Neville nenderson to Berlin, but
it raised hopes. L had known Henderson and stayed with
him when he was minister at Belgrade, and saw him more
than once at perlin upmsawkgﬂé. When he first took up
his post, he dlscussed\wlth the Head of the roreign Uff;ce
the way to show friendliness at ﬁerlin,vzﬁgﬁ§£§§§é2i§?gzzif
that on no account snoul? we make any attempt at friendliness
whatever.jéig@ﬁﬁéKZﬁ{%¥ﬁ%3€€5§¥igggakfﬁéeiggméfb ?ﬂf;iis
with the nead of the roreign Office, one can see what
stupendous coﬁsequenoes might result from this apparentiy—
smﬁléapersonal factor.

L e o oy

A
the French. we sub imely offered guarantees to #o%and

AN O

and Houmania, and committed ourselves tiﬂvar as if we

had boundless power in mastern murope, when in fact we
‘u«é‘./ (L ’a(’u'.x 5"-»

L1f it is true that we did this as the
result of rrench insistence, that is no excuse. (@gﬂ?%

is tigsf%yaﬁ){n 194U we were in danger of actually
losing our indgﬁendence”,that is the measure of our
madness in defying Germ;n action in the East without due

preparation. Baldwin and Chamberlain must be held
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had Jbe
responsible, because tneﬁ knew the facts and, concealed

i«’ Y

then from the country. They‘were rljher bllnd or
reckless, or theg were 11 \gzzgggs of t;é'urqup
ove ent,wﬁb 1ave {ven guf&&naé supé?fér £ e
reason. ‘+Tthe latter seems to me to be the least
indefensible of'the excuses. rHow men with very good
brains can act as if they were,at the best, misguided
mys:;cs is a'}hlng which i can never understand.
'ﬁgfﬁﬁabi§3§23§§¥Z§§§WY£wéﬁ% several €;mes to perlin,
and also to the de sunsens near Cologne, and the sismarcks
in romerania. in '38 1L went to see menderson, and on
arriving in the evening found an invitation to dine at
the mmbassy. 1 was tired enough with the journey and

would gladly have got off, but of course answered that

1L would go. mnaving got there, and hoping to get away

3 MM ~
Lfairly early, L found it was a large partﬁ, h% 2 les
nlw wag W%m“w 2 Qon. A sl ezf M 2 "'
Londonderryg\éxyjﬁjég, and-they—w m_q,¢~&ﬁ
1@1(\5\( @ } G zﬂ"%\jﬁ" % % ‘sg" - * 4: L ‘Lo % ’f &A‘"" 79 ﬁ@ﬁa’ \é' @E#
¥ However L forgave Lord L. #n/ ause we had a

long and useful talk after dinner. irhe colonial question

was then to the front, and it was rather an episode that

the A®za Khan was séeing Ministers on the same lines as
A

myself. This famous winner of the perhy i ted me to

LAl £, ﬁ{ W“&

meet him at the Adlon, an 4%&8 quite a novel sort of

ally for me to work WIEP l in these years t seemed to
Vvl 2 W Her ’; Pt R B
iA‘elther to keep overwheluing force nor to

attempt a modus vivendi. One could not be surprised
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at Hitler leaving the League of Nations when Sir John

Simon, , the Foreign becretary, deelared that };he Allies
Wiw&uﬁ z‘;~s fe'q, wt&@&ff&”y ?w‘wwm
were not bound in the sensé that everyone had undérstood.
#We had many ‘debates in the Lords, and 1 remlnded noble
Lres "fyranid, 3*&33 a ey g

Lord £ th th l d t h
ords o e A% 4% Vi e o¢ e neﬂurm
wfﬂa,:c N “’4 <4’§

¥ th negro;& ;:roops, m%%l g .~-.‘
£, 2 . Lol m}n%}“*g (el £
b¥ Lord Lothlanz1 the admirable speec of my 12 rle pR

€ ‘
b Gtrvian ) ) v j b, Jomailled G by
~LemBe™, He was very active and went

to see Hitler, escorted and interpreted by my/\i secretary,

Nty v Vi
Conwall-svans. ooy a:wf >p ok oLlopol fiﬁ{j}%

f/b‘“‘lf“ B Wf{i? Pad s ﬁ‘ﬂf
?v

A 5\
% = !,g“é =
i 22N
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rerhaps peace was impossible after 1933, and it was
generally felt that nitler meant to fight.%msts
thought not, but 1 felt it probable that he and his
colleagues, Goering and Goebbels, were the sort of men
who would be attracted to a great gamble; and to gamble
with the chance of bringihg down the British =mmpire
would be the greatest gamble in hﬁgﬁory.- put 1 held
that if you are deallng with a’ a;d %éll you don:t wave
a red flag in front of hlm, but keep him qulet as long
e pepfnd b
as you can. nitler procla&med his hope of friendship
with Enngndfén&e had joined the League at-eme—¥ifie.
1% would‘probably have made a great difference if the
snglish Press had been restrained from continually
jeering at him in a way that no other muropean press
was doing.
The attitude of the ~abour Party seemed to me very
illogical an‘ alse,da ?&gi.v rthey adopted the most
_violent—end provocative anti-German expressions, and at
the same time they opposed preparation for war, while
they reconciled their own minds by declaring that we

A

should appeal to the League to take actloqfagalnst Italy
M \

over the Abyssinian questlon.d“@ﬁey knew that the League
could do nothing except with sritish forces. i could

[/
only excuse this on the ground that it had been ga effort
WL A e X‘fﬁ"m

to adapt 5h3%Labour view to the use of force as part of

!
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the League programme. was unrealistic,;%gﬁfile
; ‘ s iy Mu

at Hitler was probably ready to go to war., 3
; {’ "{H "ot gf i,’:%{ gﬁwh‘?fﬁﬁﬁ‘fg*zéﬂ* M%;‘ i, Juj L0 ng A .
igh authori

ey I reported t

when L went there with Rufus to meet the Bismarcks.,

e e — - -~ S

/i

wéf course it was the Governmgnt who were resnonsible

for informing the country, and saldwin was f&r more to

| blame; but it was natural that vonservatives defended
Baldwin, on the grounds that the Labour Party had influenced
public opinion, making it difficult for him to adopt war

preparatiﬁfiﬁf\

' p e
The Foreignh Uffice was violently anti-uerman, anajﬁeg?;»mM%

gave the impression of bg}ﬁgﬁgublimely superior to the
growth of German force, which made our policy qbgh still

more irritating. We drifted along, assuming that we were

in no danger, and finally offered gua;if‘ees which helped

M‘*‘W Y N iﬁ'} e gume—
to increase the pg;fshmﬁﬁf ié?%fb% i\

.’--WM""\ e
and ureece.! If we did not mean that we would do anything
acktaizes ,-,uv‘f

for Poland, we should have left that question alone, and

roland, Koumania

allowed the inevitable quarrel to develope between Germany

and nussia::>

i ——"
e

Ciie humanitarians have often been reproved for wanting
sngland to police murope, and it amazed me when the
wovernment pursued such a poliey in an extreme form.

1919 saw the supreme chance of establishing a sane
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peace, but we lost it, ewing, 1 suppose, to the same
sublime confidence that we had nothing to fear from
resurrected werman power. We gave Germany the most

| Llvenge

imperative motlveﬁby cutting the country into two parts.
Whatever other ambition may have moved nitler, the

severing of uermany by ’che Pollsh bOI’I"dOI’ ensured the

” “ “ lf.&
g

arrival /of a cor;fllct
ﬁ(—/(/{ & 4 Z‘f’fvt‘i iw/’f”l” A’ e # f‘? . z o NW
¢ The way 15 avoid ‘it would have , )
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The German Danger.

Papen. Extremely charming.

Goebbels, who suggested a professor at the School of

Economics.
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From " The Intimate Papers of Colonel House."

Vol. 22

Page 265,
Note by House from his Diary saying what he tbld'§yga Noels

Buxton about the difficulty of working with the Allies. Wilson
made the offer to mediate, and fight Germany if she rejected
Wilson's terms. Grey would not follow this up.

" When Noel-Buxton was here (the Colonel wrote, June 29,1916),
I told him how impossible it was to s&tisfy the Allies, it'isf
always something more. I thought if we went to war, the Allies,
after welcoming us warmly and praising us beyond our deserts,
would later, when they found we were not furnishing as many
men (or any men, for that matter, for we have noﬁe), would begin
tb chide us just as the Frénch did the English, and say we were
not spilling our blood, that we were shirkers, .etc., etc.
Nothing which it would be possible to do within a year after we
engtered the war eould please them.

" It was tirésome, I todd Buxton, to hear the English declare
they were fighting for Belgium and that they entered the war
for that purpdse. I asked if in his opinion Great Britain
would wma&t have gone into the war on the side of the Allies even if
France had violated Belgium; or, indeed whether Great Britain
would not have gone into the war on the side of the Allies even if
France had violated Belgium. In my opinion, the purpose of

Great Britain's entrance into the war was quite different from that,
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The stress of the situation compelled her to side with France
and Russia and against the Central Powers. Primarily it
was because Germany insisted @pon having a dominant army and a

dominant navy, something Great Britain could not tolerate in

safety to herself.m



From "The Intimate Letters of Colonel House." 2

Yel, 11, page 317.

Note of his talk with Wilson over differences with England.
Showed him letters from Sir Edward Grey, Lord Bryce, %pfa NoelzBuxton
and others,
" The President came to my sitting-room in the morning

(noted Colonel House on September 2:?6 and we spent several hours
over foreign affairs, principally our differences with Great
Britain. Pdge had left a mass of memoranda, which the President
read aloud, I also gave him my last letters from Sir Edward Grey,
Lord Bryce, Noel-Buxton, and others. It was my opinion that tie
real difference with Great Britain now was that the United
States had undertaken to build a great navy; that our commerce
was expanding beyond all belief; and we were rapidly taking the
position Germany occupied before the war. No one in England
would probably admit that the things I mentioned were causing

the growing irritation against us, but it was a fact nevertheless,
The Presidﬁ%t replied: 'Let us build a navy bigger than hers and
do what we please,! I reminded him that Germany had undertaken
to do that and Great Britain had checked her before she could
accomplish her purpose, and in the spring of 1914 I had predicted
that she would. I thought it unlikely the British would be will-
ing to permit us to build a navy equal to theirs if they could

prevent it.”




The German Danger

' lettin
I remember H&bbeatw%mlf go in conversation with me

about his envy of British Imperial good fortune. He was
quite elogquent about the feelings aroused in him when he
attended the lLord Mayor's Banquet, and realised the various
possessions which underlay Brtiah wealth and power. The
German outlook was natural, and is much better described in
Churchill's account of Kaiser William,



The Cerman Danger

About 1937 I thought of a new approach to Hitler in
regard to Concentration Camps, Public action had proved quite
useless, so I asked Dretor Temple, tyen Archbishop of York,
to join in a personal appeal to Hitler, using the argument that
We were desirous of seeing good-will towurds Bermany in this
country. I sent a letter én these lines to Ribbentrop, and he
nésponda& by sending over an important messenger in the shape of a
certain Count Dohna, = well-known Junker. He annoounced himself
through Evans when we were at Cromer for the August holidays, -
and he was so determined to see me that he came to stay with
us, We talked far into the night, and he explained that
Ribbentrop wanted to convey the Nazi point of view better than
¢ould be done by letters. He drove home the point that
Nazism represented a complete rejection of ideas hitherto
accepted as fundamental: not lonly what was liberal, also what
was bumane had no use for the Nazis, and therefore we must s
inderstand that our agguments about atrocities and camps made
no appeal at all.
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ANGLO-GERMAN RELATIONS.

In 1910, when I first felt the axtrams‘urgenay of the
subject, very few people regarded war as unavoidable, aﬁd
I was encouraged by the views of important British ambassadors
to see that relations with Germany could be affected for
the better.

The logical course was either to aim at avoiding a elash
or to ensure security by superior foree. is we ecould not
be sure Of the latter, it was reasonable to urge the
former. German pelitiaiaua are of course difficult to ‘
deal with, and there were men like mpuz who watted war,
Military factors amwaya need rsatr&ining, and on the German
side they were less restrained than in other countries,
because pride in war is widespread in &eruany, On our side
it was naturel to feel Germany to be a pervenyg, on their
side it was natural to be jealous of the British Empire,
We were ineclined to deny them egual status., Friction
arose from theitime of the Jhaaaan‘ﬁasa, and it inoreased
in the days of Algecirus. Hﬂwsv&r, the prospect of peace
was hopeful until 1908, when Grey decided to quarrel with
Austria about the annexation of Bosnia. It was a technical
point, since she had governed Bosnia since 1878, and everyone
who travalloa tharc, as I aid in 1968, knew it to be %ho

only degent gavarumsnt 1a tha Balkana. srey'reversaa the
British tradition of friendliness to Austria, which had



been so marked that I remember Dilke, speaking in the
House, quoting the saying that if the sustréaHungarien
Empire did not exist, it would be necessary for us %o
create it. Lord Gmﬁm&y and others condemned Grey's
action. It led to the orisis in which Germany backed
Austria, as, in the Kaiser's words, "her ally in shining
armour®, and Russia was humiliated, War was brought
definitely nearer, :
I rsmenber seeing at the sgadir erisis the intense
feeling in Berlin on the question of colonies, 8Shop
Aw&ndows showed maps colouring the world largely red,
whiech succeeded in rousing patriotic German pride at a
comparative total denial to Germen colonial e¢laims.
The ambition was exaetly what our own would have ’hean,
if in their shoes; and with their military power, most
of us would have favoured an attempt %o right the
injustiee by force, supposing that 1%t could not be done
otherwise., National pride may be fooiish, but we have
not regarded it so, anyhow since the days of Kipling.
e haid annoyed the Germans by deterring France from
concessions after agadir. waurice de Bunsen, then

ambassador at Madrid, wraté me that we were more French
than the French.

Then came the war, Many historians hold that we
were respansible for encouraging Ruasia $o mobilise
abd back serbia, whose Government is now known to be
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responsible for th.e murder of the Archduke at Sarajevo,
However that may be, there was nothing to do for the
prevention of war in the mm, amcpt Yo win the war,
and arrange & durable settlement. I hatl something to
do in the former direction when I was asked by Lloyd
George and Churehill to go to Bulgaria, and use what
influence I had there to keep her neutral or even to
bring her to our side. I have told elsewhere what I
have to say about this business.

For a time I worked in the Admiralty, but soon I
saw that there was Meh to do in the cause of a durable
settiement after the war, Those of us who foresew that
& knockout vietory would mesn o peace humiliating to
Germany, and would further lead to a war of revenge,
in fact more sacrifice for a worse ranﬁlt, had a herd
jobs Even the reasonable Cecil thought that a knock-
out could be followed by a durable settlement. Lord
Lansdowne in 1917 argued for such a settlement by negotiation
but even he was rejected, and the result was the humiliation
of Germany, the Berman thirst for revenge, and the war of
*39. ‘

It was difficult to believe that men so much
cleverer than myself eould be in the wrong. How often
have I had %o regret that we of the minority proved right.
In the House of Commons, I did not work with men like
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Ramsay and Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but
thought it better to attack the different aims on

whieh the policy of the knock-out was based, e.g. the
plan of carving up Austria and depriving Germany of
colonies. Walter Long, in debate, while attacking Ramsay
mm #niea of Demoeratie Control, distinguished
betvisan them and me, saying that I was sound on the
prosecution of the war, and should therefore be listened
to, so that he would treat my arguments seriously. I
was therefore apparently successful in my tactics.

I pursued them by getting Lloyd George to breakfast

at Rutland CGate, and putting before him maps showing
how devolution of power in Austria-Hungary would
satisfy real national claims, and would also keep
Austro-Hungary from Germany. I invited willie Buokler
of the American Embassy to breakfast, in order to
remind L.G. of the United States in conneetion with
thelr poliey. L.G. was very charming and admired the
carrots whiolzi we were growing in our back garden, and
told us stories of breakfasts at the Palace; once one
of the princes, then a young boy, had refused to eat
his porridge, and on being pressed by the Queen,
exclaimed "got lumps in it 1" L.G. took eare not to
seem hostile, but he was really committed to the knock-



out policy which justified his seizing the Premiership.
In the early days of the L.G. Government, that is
December 1918, a speech by ﬁaltéu;r seemed %o say that
the Government was intending to negotiate with austriaj;
about this time Smuts met the Austrian representative.
recess, they had become committed to the "delenda Austria+
poliey, and when I raised the question in the House,
Balfour made this plain. wMazaryk, who contended with
me in the columns of the "Statesman®, had made an
impression on ministers, and enabled them to use
szﬁaslmakia as an argument for destroying Austria.
We only knew after the war that Balfour had said, in
a memorandum to the Cabinet, that to destroy austria
would mean a stronger Germany, because all the German
land would become united. When we had obtained the
knock-out, we went further than breaking up austriaj;
we cut Germany in two by creating the Polish Gorridor.
Po this day I do not understand how ministers _tmt
that e Germany out in half by the Corridor would settle
down to contented peace.

The deplorable election, immediately following the
war, produced what was called a “Parliament 6f hard-
faced men". 1919 was the eritical time, and the knock-
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out election showed itself in the grotesque settlement.
L.G. argued for sensible terms, but was overruled by
the 'shraataaing message Qm_m to him by abeat» half the
members of the souse of Commons, demanding that he
éhaulé show no weakness. Among these, oddly enough,
were Halifax and Sem Hoare. Such 'ma the blindness
caused by vietory, even among thinking men. Liberal
and Labour had been unseated as I was, by the eleetion,
and no serious obstacle could be made %o the poliey of
Versailles. Further, the treaty with Germany had been
dictated with every eireumstance of humiliation,

| The raris Conference lost interest when the fate
of the smaller enemy countries came up for settlement
in the succeeding suumer, after the big leaders had
gone home. I went out in August because the case of
Bulgaria was eoming on, and her faithful friend,
Bouchier, begged me to join him, Balfour was in
charge for kngland, Henry white for America, His
half-brother, willie Buekler, got me "69’ lunch with him
at the Crion Hotel. ie was perfectly sound from my
point of view, but the Amerieans seemed to have no force
in putting their ideas forward, apparently thinking that
they were amateurs ’besiéa the French and British
diplomats. Arthur Ponsonby, my nephew, was wit: me and

we had an interesting time. Hoover, who was in eontrol
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of American relief work, gave us lunch at a restaurant |
in the Elysee, and I remember the floods of cream which
were in evidence. as Central Europe was then largely
starving, and the German babies were without milk, the
oream with which Paris abounded made an impression on
us. The great space at the foot of the Elysee held a
great pile of eaptured cannons, and everything was in
harmony with the spirit of punitive triumph.

One day the Bulgarian delegates were brought to Par‘ié,
and placed in a house like prisoners, not being allowed
contact with anyone. Stamboliski, their Premier, had
opposed the war, and risked his life in doing g0, but
he had been addressed by the French gm&ral who signed
the Armistice with Bulgaria as "sal cochon®. With
him as secretary was uiss 'szanei@ff, whom Charlie and
I had seen in Paris on the way back from the Balkans in
1915, when she was nursing the French wounded, and who
came afterwards to lLondon, when her father was approinted
#inister there.

Arthur and I went on to Vienna, and there visited
hospitals and saw the distress which prevailed. All
the men seemed to be carrying knapsacks in which to
place any food ﬁwy might obtain by going out to farms
in the country. 4s we mte:ed ﬁam in a luxury train;

we were dining in the restaurant, and the starving
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Anstxiaas relieved their feelings by 5pi*§tm@ at the
windﬁ_\éa, I vmia not easy i:é én’:ay our dinner, realizing
their point of view, ,

By the help of an English doetor who was due in
Budapest, we got a chance of going on to Budapest in
his special train consisting of one carriage., The
eity was in éiﬁox’aﬁr, and when we got to the hotel
(Hotel Humgaria), Arthur, who was to follow with the
luggage, did not turn up. Roumanian troops were in
ogcupation, and nobody eould answer for tﬁeir conduct.
1 forced my way into the H.Q. of the Roumanian general,
and in time Arthur Teappeared. The hunger was even
greater than at Vienna, and at the hospitals we saw
the bables still covered with the newspapers whieh,
for a long time, had been their only blankets. The
Russians had Lu\ml‘m all the hospital supplies,
inoluding the milk. It was a fearful situation for
the proud and aneient Hungarians to be under the thumb
of Balkan upstarts. One day we were in a house facing
the old bridge of the ancient eapital, which erosses
the Danube, when band music was heard, and we sew
Roumanian troops marching on to the bridge. No one
bhad thought that the old eity would be so degraded,

and the Hungarians were deeply moved. However, they
must have seen that they had brought it upon themselves
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by sending the ultimatum o Serbia which began the war.
I asked dnp who had been a uinister then if he had roaliaé%x*
at the time that the ultimatum would mean war. He said N\
certainly he did, and that they haé hoped for it. ‘

We could not return to Viemna by train, because the
Roumanians wented to be cut off from the wast,'and had
annonnced that any train erossing the bridge would be

Getting back %o Paris, I wrote to Balfour about
the distress, as he could give orders. He asked me
$o lunch, and we had a very inéarostins talk, Philip
K»rr{a:farwarﬁsfxaﬁhian) being with us. I learnt
later that ample stores were quickly sent to the
hatpitals‘in Vienna and Budapest. I attempted to gifo
Balfour a@égeeurate view of the Roumanians by telling
him of sh*g;inaénqnacy‘af their eivilization. I
mentioned a particular sinister in the lounge of the
chief hotel, holding the hand of a demi-monde while

- talking to a foreign diplomat. I ought to have remembered
that A.J.B. hated earnestness., To pull me up he
interjected "I wish I ocould have held one too §"

In 1920 I went to Berlin with Regsay and Joe King.

e stayed in the magnificent Kaiserhof Hotel, and it ﬁaa
strange to be in such a princely place with hardly any

food. The substitute for jam was unspeakable. We



were amazed at the apparent absence of any hostile

feeling. People seemed cowed, and many were going

about with little on except an overcoat. The Quakers

énd smericans were still doing relief work on a great
scale., Ramsay did not like being taken to see these
things, but when we went on to Geneva for the International
Labour Conference, we persuaded him to address a meeting
about it. It was charactufiaite of him that he then

made a most moving speech, and showed that ha had

observed every little detail.

- In the subsequent years I went often to Germany.
The French poliecy of pine-pricks was the main feature,
and the most alarming side that I saw was west African
soldiers of the most pronounced negro type, swaggering
in their position of rulers over the Germans, at Mainz,
When the Rulr had been invaded, the responsible man,
Poinoare, was invited o Londom, in the hopes of
showing him reason, but he was found absolutely
intractable, as members of the Government told me, and
the conference wus broken off.

After we had been in offieec in 1924, I had an
interesting experience when Ramsay was invited to
address the French Institute about the Labour Party.
He ma‘ nervous of going himself and got me to go in
his place. I saw several leading men and was more
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than ever amazed at the French want of logie. i’hny‘
admitted that their poliey of pinpricks ensured the
hoskility of Germany, and that Germany woula'wantually
be s‘!:mziger than France. In fagt they agreed that
theixf poliocy was suicidal, but they seemed blind to
this upei:nt of view, and replied in effect, "Yes, it
is .re.t:al, but we will bully them as long as we can.™
One year I went with Ben !tiloy to Danzig.

The Pam naturally claimed the Corridor %o the sea,
but they made no attempt to diminish German resentment,
which was the only possible way of avoiding conflict
onee the German territory had been cut in two. To
this day I do not unﬁeratand how a clever man like
Balfour eould have thought that Germany would ever
accept a poliey comparable to the severing of England
from Scotland by a hostile eountry, without a fight.
Throughout these years, the League of Nations Uﬁian
was insi#ting that unless we and the Allies were
loyal to ‘hha_ League in regard to amsnta and so on,
Germeny would be free to arm. I often spoke for the
Union, and often think that if their advice had been
followed Hitler would have remained obscure.

Our second term of government gave Henderson a
~ e¢hance, as Foreign Seeretary, to improve matters by
withdrawing British troops from the Rhine. Unfortunately
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he decided not to approve of the German proposal to
make & customs union with austria, but to refer it as
@ legal question to the Intermational Gourt at The
Hague., The Court decided that it was technically
illegal, and the allies appeared to Germany as
obstructing every legitimate German olaim. The result
of this was the conversion %o Hitlerism of countless
Germans who, until then, had hated the upstart Hitaar.

It was an enormous shoek ‘when, in the beginning
of 1933, Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor, presumably
hoping that responsibility would produce sanity. But
a reign of terror immediately begen. In the spring
I went %o Berlin and saw several Ministers, in company
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with Bvans and Ben Riley. The British Quakers® agents
had aatmimé a strong position, end I thought it Jjust
worth while }’Ge appeal to the Nazis to let them visit
the eaneantr’atian gamps, which had already begun their
airiy mifk, and to urge that British opinion, which they
then strongly desired, would be alienated by illegal
violence, which wus so contrary to German tradition.
After seeing Goebbels, Rosenburg, von Papen and Gen.
Blomberg, we got an interview with Hitler, but it was a
forlorn hope, as I had realized. He declared that
everybody loved him, and that if he went into #ho Linden
& hundred thousand people would crowd %o acclaim him,
He soon took to raving against the Communists, and
violently asserted that every Communist was & criminal.
He shouted in this strain as if we were a public meeting,
and we broke off the talk. ,

The Hitler pericd is familiar %o all, because the
danger became evident and was the chief feature of the
time, Té keep the peace was still more a failing hope
than before, but the game was not wholly lost, at least
in the e&as of our Ministers who did not prepare for war.
Aetual conflict might be avoided by good relations on the
personal side, e.g. with the German representatives in
london, iy friends and I thought it worth while to make

qpoaehm in this direction in the Lords, and Lothian was
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a powerful aﬁva«aﬁavin this line. I thought it a good
thing to keep in touch with German Ministers, Hoesch
in particular was a rational man, and when he died
suddenly some suggested that his amiable countrymen in
the Nazi Party had poisoned him, Direksen had a good
name as a professional diplomat, and when I‘iunahad with
him at the Emﬁassy he expressed distress at the persecution
of the Jews whieh I think was gemuine. Ribbentrop was
more important than any of ﬁhaﬁ, but he was certainly a
difricult and wooden-minded man., Some people bhandled
him sensibly. Spiney Clive, who was Chamberlain of the
Diplomatie earﬁs, hed him to stay and shoot. Others
showed their dislike, and the Press made every possible
occasion for offence, Our own Foreign Secretary failed
to ¢orrect this. Here is an illustration. The German
Embassy occupies two of a line of houses which have
common rights to the terrgee overlooking St. James's
Park. Ribbentrop waﬁtad to make the terrace opposite
his houses more private, and, as they are the end houses,
this was easy and perfectly proper. Instead of putting
this through as we would have done for the Russians or
the Frenech, Ribbentrop was told that he must arrange it
with the nelghbouring hnnsehaldefs if he could., It is
quite possible that this might turn the scale in the mind
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of a rather stupid man, and lead him to decide that
nothing ecould be done with these infernal, insular-
minded British, '

perhaps it was too late when Chamberlain attempted
appeasement, and sent Neville Henderson to Berlin, but
it raised hopes. I had known Henderson and stayed with
him when he was iinister at Belgrade, and saw him wore
than once at Berlin up to 1938. When he first took up
his post, he discussed with the Head of the Foreign Office
the way to show friendliness at Berlin, and the reply was
that on no account should we make any attempt at friendliness
whatever. As the chief contact of a foreign diplomat is
with the Head of the Forsign Grtice, one can see what
stupendcus consequences might result from this apparently
small personal factor,

In these years our want of logie rhvalled that of
the Prenck. We sublimely offered guarantees t§ Foland
and Roumania, and committed ourselves to war as if we
had boundlese power in Eastern Europe, when in fact we
were helpless., If it is true that we did this as the
result of Frenech insistence, that 1& no exeouse. If it
is true that in 1940 we were in danger of actually
‘losing our independence, that is the measure of our
madnesg in defying German astion in the East without due
preparation. Baldwin and Chamberlain must be held



responsible, because they knew the fects and concealed
them from the country. They were either blind or
reckless, or they wera lixa.mambars of the Group
Movement who have baeen given guidance 3upariér o
reason. The latter seems to me to be the least
indefensible of the oxcuses., How men witl very good
brains can act as if they were,at the best, misguided
mysties is a thing which I can never understand.

in subsequent years I went several times to Berlin,
and also to the de Bunsens near Cologne, and the Bismarcks
in Pomerania. In *38 I went to see Henderson, and on
arriving in the evening found an invitation %o dine at
the Embassy. I was tired enough with the journey and
would gladly have got off, but of course answered that
I would go. Having got there, and hoping %o get away
fairly early, I found it was & large party, with the
Londonderrys expected, and they were about an hour late.
However I forgave lord L. in the end, because we had a
long and useful $alk after dinner. The ¢olonial question
was then to the front, and it was rather an episode that
the Aga Khan was seeing Ministers on the same lines as
myself. This famous winnar of the Derby invited me to
meet him at the Adlon, and was quite a novel sort of
ally for me to work with. In these years it seemed %o
- me madness neither to keep overwhelring forece, nor to
attempt a modus vivendi. One could not be surprised
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at Hitler leaving the League az.ﬂﬁtiané‘uhan Sir John
simon, the Foreign Seoretary, declared that the Allies
were not bound in the sense that everyone had understood.
we had many debates in tha Lords, and I reminded noble
fords of the German point of view, the blocikade, the Ruhr,
the control by negro.. broops; and i was thrilled one day
by L@rﬁ Lothian alluding to"the admirable gpeech of uy
noble friend, Lord N.-B."., He was very active and went
to see Hitler, escorted and interpreted by my sscretary,

Conwall Evans.



137

Perhaps peace was impossible after 1933, and it was
genQrally feld that Hitler meant to fight., Prasifists
thought not, but I felt it probable that he and his
colleagues, Goering and Goebbels, were the sort of men »
who would be attracted to = great gamble, =nd to gamble
with the chance of bringing down the British mmpire
would be the greatest gamble in history. But I held
that if you are dealing with a mad bull, you don't wave
2 red flag in front of him, but keep him quiet as long
as you c¢ans Hitler proclaimed his hope of friendship
- with England, He had joined the League at one time.
It would probably have made a great difference if the
English Press had becn'rastrainﬁd from continually
Jeering at him in a way that no other suropean press
wes doing,

The attitude of the Labour Party seemed to me very
illogicel and alao.aangtraus. They adopted the most
violent and provocative aanti-Germen expressions, and at
the same time they opposed preparation for war, while
they éaaonailad their own minds by declaring that we
should appeal to the League to take action against Ita;y
over the Abyssinian question. They knew that the League
could do nothing except with British foreces, I could
only excuse this on the ground that it had been an effort
to adept the Labour view %o the use of forece as part of



the League programme. It was unrealistie, and I felt
that Hitler was probably ready to go %o war. As an
illustration of my attitude, I reported to high authority
what I sew in 1936 of the air base in the Isle of Sylt,
when I went there with Rufus $o meet the Bismarocks.
Of course it was the Government who were res onsible
for informing the country, and Baldwin was fsr more to
blame; but it was natural that Conservatives defended
Baldwin, on the grounds that the labour Party had influenced
publie opinion, meking it difficult for kim to adopt war
preparation, v

The Foreign Office was violently anti-German, and we
gave the impression of being sublimely superior to the
growth of Germen force, whieh made our ,ga}.iay seem 8till
more irritating. We drifted along, assuming that we were
in no denger, and finally offered guarantees, which helped
to increase the punighment inflioted on Polend, Roumanie
and Greece. If we did not mean that we would do anything
for Poland, we shiould heve left that question alone, and
allowed the inevitable quarrel to develope between Germany
and Russia,

wWe humenitarians have often been reproved for wanting
Englend to polliece Burope, and 1t amazed me when the
Gowmmt pursued such a poliey in an extreme Torm.

1919 saw the supreme ehance of establishing a sane
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peace, but we lost it, owing, I suppose, to the same
sublime confidence that we had mothing to fear from
resurrected German power. We gave Garm&ny the most
imperative motive by ocutting the country into two parits.
Whatever other ambition may have moved Hitler, the
severing of Germany by the Polish Corridor ensured the
arrival of a sonfliet, whatever governmuent arose in
GCermany. ‘The only nossible way to avoid it would have
been close friendship between England and Germany, whieh
~ we did not mésn to give. I hope and pray that the

partition may be reversed,and Poland given an access to |

the sea east of Hast Prussia. war mast otherwise come

again,
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In 1910, when I first felt the extreme urgency of the
inglo-German problem, very few people regarded war as
‘unavoidable, and I was encouraged by the view of important
peonle, 9.8, certain émkassadars, to see that relations
with Germany could be'affected for the better by action
in Parliament.

The logleal gourse was sither to alm at avolding a
clash or to ensure security by superior force., As we could
not be fully sure of the latter, 1t was reasonable to
urge the former as well. German politiclans are of cgourse
@ifrisult to deal with, and there were men like Tirpitz
who Wﬁﬂﬁza war, Militsry factors always need restraining,

and on the German side they were less restrained than in
other countries, because pride in war is widespread in
Germany. On our side it wus natural to feel Germany to
be a parvenu; on thelr side it was natural to be jealous
of the British Empire. We were inclined to deny thenm
aqu&ﬁ,staﬁns, #riction arose from the time of the
Jémesﬂn Rald, and it increased in the days of Algeciras,
However, the prospect of peace was hopeful until 1908, wia
. Grey decided to quarrel with Austria about the annexation
of Bosnla., It was a technical point, since she had
governed Hosnia since 1878, and everyone who travelled
there, as I d4id in 1002, knew it to be the omly decent

government in the Balkans. Grey reversed the British
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tradition of friendliness to Austria, whieh had been so
marked that I remember Dilke, speaking in the House,
guoting the saying that if the Austro-lungarian Empire
did not exist, 1t would be necessary for us to create 1%,
Lord Courtney and others condemned Grey's action. It led
o the crisis in which Germany backed Austria, as, in the
Kaiser's words, "her ally in shining armour®, and Russia
was humiliated. War was brought definitely nearer.

In 191) came the Agadir crisis. In sugust I was at
Berlin; and found feeling running high on the question of
colonies. Shop windows displayed maps colouring the -
world largely red ahd showing the timy German area. The
denial of German colonial claims succeeded in rousing
patriotiec pride and jealousy. The ambition was exaetly

what our OB would have been, if in their shoes; and
most of us would have favouréd an attempt to right the
injustice by forece, supposing that it could not be done
otherwise. Rut;enal pride may be foolish, but we Britons
have not regurded it so, anyhow since tka days of Kipling.
What made our action specially annoying to the Germans in
1911 was that we deterred France from making concessions «
after Agadir. Maurice de Bunsen, then Ambassador at
Madrid, hed written to me regretting that we were " more
French than the French".

Our ambassador, Sir Edward Goschen, was in despailr




over the effect of a speech by L.G., regarded by Germans

as a threat. Goschen saild to me, Wit has undone all my

work™. T wrote an article in the Contemporary Heview

on the situation in Berlin, and one evening when we were
going through the voting lobby at the House, L.Gs talked
to me about this artiecle and aaia{ "You would have hit me
much harder if you had not been a friend of mine".

In the following two years things sesmed to improve.
Perhaps war would never have come if the Serb Government
had not aided (as 1s now krown) the assassination of the
sreh-Duke. But there were aany explosions ready to go
of{ when %the mﬁteh wos struek. The ultimatum to Serbia
was the work of Hungarian rather ﬁhan_ﬁustrian Ministers.,

In Aueust I met one of these firebrands, and asked
him if he had not realised that the ultimatum would mean
general war. He replied,"0f course 1 did", That type
of mind was not so rarebn the continent as one might think
from our BEnglish point of view, '

Then came the war. Many historians hold that we

‘wers responsible for encouraging Russia to mobilise and

ack Serbila, whose Covernment is now thought to have been
responsible for encouraging the ﬁuréar of the Archduke at
Sarejevo, However that may be, there was nﬁtﬁiﬁg to do for
the prevention of war in the future, except to wind the

war, and arrange for a durable settlement. I had somethimg



to do in the former direction when I was asked by Lloyd
George and Churchill to go %o Bulgaria, and use what
influence I had there to keep her neutral or even to
bring ber to our side. I have t0ld elsewhere what I
bave to say about tiis business.

When my Balkan wgork was finished I worked in the
diplomatic éepartmﬁﬁt of the Admirelty, but soon I saw that.
there was much to do in the cause of a durable settlement
after the war., Those of us who foresaw thut a knookout
victory would mean a peace of humiliation, and would
therefore lead to a war of revenge, in fact would mean
more saerifice for a worse result, had a hard job, Even
the peaceloving Ceell thought that & knockout could be
followed by a reasonable settlement. Lord lLansdowne
in 1817 argued for such a settlemont by negotiation
but even he, with his great prestige, was iloutedj and
%ha result was the humilieting peace, the blockade by
which children were starved though the war was over, the
German thirst for revenge, and the war of '39. It was difficulr
to believe that men 80 much eleverer than myself could be
less far-seeing. How often have I had to yegret that we
of the minority proved right. What a joy if our feurs were
unjustified! ’

In the House of Commonsii d1d not work with men like
Haedonald and Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but

thought 1t better to uttuck the different aims on which
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the polliey of the knock-out wus based, @.g. the plan of
carving up Afustria and depriving Germany of coclonies,

Walter Long, in debate, while attacking Ramsay and the
Unicn of Democratie Control, distinguisbhed between them
and me, saying that I was sound on the prosecution of the
war, and should therefore be listened to, so that he would
treat my arguments seriously. I was so far successiul in w
tacties. I pursued them by getting Lloyd George to
breakfost at Bhutland Gate, and putting before hi@ mans
showing how devolution of power in Austria-lungary would
satisfy national claims, and would also lead Austro-Hungary
to detach herself from Germany and make peace, I invited
Willie Buckler of the imericen Embassy to meet Lloyd George
at this breakfast, in order to rémind him of the Uniﬁed
8tates in connection with their poliey. L.G. was very'
charming. He admired the carrots which we were growing in
our buck garden, end told us stories of breakfusts at the
?alags; one of the princes, then a young boy, had refused
to eat his porridge, and on being pressed by the Queen, o -
exclaimed, "Got lumps in 4t"! 1.0, took oare not to
gseem hostile to my proposals, but he was really committed
to the knock-out poliey whieh justified hie seizing the
pr;miarahiy; In the early days of the L.CG., CGovernment,
in December 1916, a_spaeéh by Balfour sesmed to say that
the Covernment waa-intead;ng to negotiate with Austria;

and about this time Smuts met the Austrian representative,
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However, before the House met sguin after the Christmas
recess, they had becone éammi%tad to the "delenda sustrian
 poliey, and when 1 raised the question in the House, Balfaur
made this rlain, Hazaryk, who contended with me in the
eolumns of the "Statesman®, had made an impression on Ministers,
and enabled them to use the plen of a Czechoslovak plus
asate ag an argument for destroying sustria,

_ This reminds me of an odd experience of those days,
L.G. needed friends when he had ééaﬁéﬁ Asquith, and got
' ‘a'rieh supporter to invite five or six to dine at the

- Ritz Hotel. To my surprise I was one of these, and I felt
Justified in accepting though I h%é no intention of backing
L«Ge  Neil Primrose, his new éhiaf‘%hip, made freat fun
at this dinner of the invention of Czechoslovakia; the
deviee for jJustifying L.G.'s polioy aprealed %o a eynical
sense of fun. |

Je only knew after the war that Balfour had saild, in

a memorandum to the Cabinet, that to destroy inetria
would mean a atrcngér é@rm&ny,‘bacausa all the German
land would become united. When we had obtained the
knock-out, we went further than breaking up Austria; we
cut Germany in two by eresting the Polish Corridor.
To this day I do not understand how Ministers thought
that a Germany eut in helf by the Corridor would settle
down ﬁe.a lasting pesce, It was almost as if a victor-

ious CGermany eut off Scotland by a German belt, and



V25

Enzland were to accept the situation.

The deplorable election, immediately following ¥he
war produced what was called a rpariiament of hard-faced
business men"., 1919 was the oritical time, and the
knoek-out election resulted in the policy of ﬂlamaﬁeeaﬁ.
7.0+ argued for sensible terms, buil was overruled by
tha threatening message sent %o him by about half the
members of the House of Commons, demanﬁing that he
should show "no weakness",  among these, oddly enough,
were Halifax and Sam Hoare. Such was the blindness
caused by vietory, even among thinking men, Liberal
and Labour had beaﬁ unseated, as I was, by the election,
and no serious resistence could be made to the polliey of
Yersailles, Further, the treaty with Germany was dictated
with every eireumstance of humiliation,

The Paris Conference lost interest when the fate
of the smaller enemy countries cume up for settlement
in the succesding summer, after the big leaders had
gone home., But I went to Paris in August because the case of
Bulgaria was coming on, and her faithful friend, Bourciiier, beg-
ged me to join him, Balfour was in charge for England,
Henry White for imeriea. His half-brother, #illie Buckler,
took me to lunch with White at the Crion Hotel. White was
perfectly sound from my point of view, but the imericans
seemed to have no foree- in putting their ideas forward,

apparently fearing to be regarded as amateurs beside the



French and British diplomats., Artihur Ponsonby (my
nevhew) wos with me and we had &n interesting time. Hoover,
who was in control of imerican rellef work, gave us lunch
at & restaurant in $he Elyses, and I remember the floods
of cream which were in evidence. As Central Hurope was
then largely starving, and the German babies were without
milk, the charms of the cream with which Paris abounded
were lost on us, The space at the foot of the Hliysee held
a great pile of captured cannons, and everything was in
harmony with the spirit of punitive triumph,

One day the Bulgarian delegates were brought to Paris,
and placed in a house like prisoners, hot being allowed
contact with anyone. Stamboliski, their Premier, had
oppeged the war, and risked his life in doing so, but
he had been addressed by the French general who signed
the Armistice with Bulgaria as "saleceochon”, With
him as secretary was Miss Stancioff, whom Charlie and
I had seen in Paris on the way back from the Balkans in
1915, when she was nursing the French wounded, and who
becume afterwards a great friend of ours in London,
when her father was §g§¢in%ad Minister there.

Arthur and I went %o Vienna, and there visited
hospitals and saw the distress which prevailed. All the
men seemed to carrying knapsaeks in which to place any
food they might obtaia by going out to farms in the country.

A8 we entered Vienna in a luxury train, we were dining in
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the restaurant, and the starving sustrians relieved their
feelings by spitting at the windows. It was not easy to
en joy our dinner, realising their ﬁeint:er view,

Through the help of an English &bﬁ&@t who was due in
Budapest, we got a chance of going on te Pudapest in his
special train consisting of one carriage. The c¢ity was in
disorder, and when we got to the hotel (Hotel Iungaria)

rthur, who was to follow with the lugpage, did not turn
up. Roumanian tfeaps were in ococcupation of the town,

and nobody could answer ferrtheir conduct. I was intensely
alarmed, knowing Palkan ways. I forced my way into the
H.Qe Of the Roumanian general, and got him to concern
himself with the matter, and in time Arthur reappeared,
The hunger was even greater than at Vienna, and at the
hospitals we saw the bables still covered with the
newspapers whiclj, for a long time, had been their only
blankets., The Roumanians had stolen all the hospital
supplies, including the milk. It was a fearful situation
for the proud Hungarians to be under the thumb of Balkaﬁ
upstarts. One day we were in a house facing the old
bridge to the ancient capital which crosses the Danube,
when band musuc was heard, and we saw Roumsnian troops:
marehing on to the bidge. ﬁa'cna had thaughﬁ.that the
old aiﬁy would be so aagrﬁéaa, and the Hungarians were
deeply moved. anever, they must have seen that they had



brought it upon themselves by sending the uptimatum to
serbia which began the war, I asked one who had been a
uMinister then if he had realised at the time that the
altimatum would mean war, He said certalnly he did, and
that they had hoped for 1it.

we eould no%t retura to Vienna by train, because the
.ﬁoumanianﬁ wanted to be safe from attack from the West,
and had announced that any train erossing the bridge would W®
ahe&laﬁﬁ

@Gotting bauck to Paris, I wrote to MNr, Balfour about
the distress, as he gould give orders, He asked me to
iuneh, and we had a very interesting talk, Philip Kerr
{afterwards Lothian) being with us. I learnt later that
ample stores were quickly sent ot the hospitals in Vienna
and Budapest. 1 &ttempted to make Balfour keen %0 help
the victims of the Roumanians by telling him of the
anattrﬁstiva aspeet of their eivilisation at Bucarest, I
mentionad a partieular Minister in the lounge of the chief
hotel, holding the hand of a deml-monde while talking to a
foreign diplomat. I ought to have pemembered that A.7.B.
hated earnesinesa., To pull me up he interjected,"l wish
T sould have held one too %

In 1920 I went to Berlin with Ramsay and Joe King,
We stayed at the magnificent Kaisarhof Hotel, and it wes
strange to be in such a princely place with hardly any
food. The substitute for jam was unspeakably nasty. We



were amazed at the apparent absence of any hostile
feeling among Germans. ?ﬁﬂ§lé seemed cowed, verhaps
threagh hunger; mauny wors going about with little on
except an overcoat. VThB quakerse end imericans were still
doing relief work on a greut seule., Ramsay d¢id not like
being taken to see these things, but when we went on o
Geoneva for the International lLabour Conference, we
perduaded him to address a meeting about it., 1t was
characteristiec of him that he then made a most moving
gpeech, and showed that he had observed every little
detail, |

in the subsequent years I went often to Germany.
The French poliey Qf/pinmpﬁiaks was the main featurs of
the situation, and the most alarming sight that I saw was
at Mainz, where West African ssléiara of the most proanounced
negro type, swaggered about,h&ppy, in their position of
rulers éver the Germans, When the Ruhr had been invaded,
the man responsible for that folly, Polnocare, wus invited
to London in the hopes of showing him reason, but he was
found absolutely intractable, as members of our government
told me, and the conference was broken off.

After we had been in office in 1924, I had an
iaﬁerssﬁing experience in regard to France., Ramsay was
invited to address the ?rengh Institute about the Labour

Party, but he was nervous of é;ing himself and got me to



go in his place. I saw several leading men and was more
th&ﬁ ever amezed at the French want of logie. They
admitted that their policy of pinpricks ensured the
hostility of Germany, and that Germany would eventually
be stronger than France. In fact they agraéd that

their policy was suicidal, but they seemed blind to
reason and replief, "Yes, it is fatal, but we will bully
them as long as we c¢an",

One year I went with Ben Riley to Danzig. The Poléa
naturally held by theilr right to the "Corridor" to the
sea, but they made no attempt to diminish German resentment,
which was the only possible way of avolding conflict,
once flig German territory had been cut in two. Germany
gould also claim that we betrayed conditions of peuce in
"The 14 Points¥. 'rhmughoat. these years, the League of
Nations Union was insisting that unless we and the Allles
were loyal to the L@agus'in regard ﬁo armaments and so
on, Germeny would be free to arm, I often spoke for the
Union, and I think that if thelr advice Lad been ron@ea.
Hitler would have remauined obscure.

our second term of government gave Hondersen a
chance, as Foreign Secretary, to improve matters by
withdrawing British troops from the Rhine., Unfortunately
he daeidad not to approve of the German proposal to
make & customs union with Austria, but to refer it as
a legal question to the International Court at the

lague. The Court decided that it was technically illegal,
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so the Allies appeared to Germany as obstructing every
legitimate German claim. The result of this was the
gonversion to Hitlerism of countless Germans who, until

then, had hated the upstart Hitler.
™
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It was an enormous shock when, in the beginning of

1933, Hindenburg made litler Chancellor, presumably hoping
that respomsibility would produce sanity, But a reign

of terror immediately began. In the Spring I went to
Berlin and suw several Ministers, in company with Evans

and Ben Riley. The British Quakers' agent in Berlin had
acquired a strong position through the Quaker relief work,
and I thaughﬁ it just worth while ta‘agpsal to the Hazis

tc let him vigsit §ha concéntration camps, whieh had already



| : - e

' bogun their dirty work, and to urge that British friendship,
which they then stmag}y desired, wé&lﬁ be alienated by
illegal violence, which was also contrury o German
tredition. After sceing Coebbels, gasmﬁ%y von Fapen

and Genoral Blomberg, we got an interview with Hitler,

bat it w,éa forlorn hope, ae I had realised. -ﬁﬁ declared
that sverybody loved him and that if he went intc the
Linden & hundred %mahﬁé people would crowd to aeclaim
him, He soon $ock to raving against the Comsunists, an

violently asserted that every Communist was a eriminal,

le shouted in this strain as if we were ¢ publlic peeting,
and wo broke off the tall, |
The Hitler veriod is familiar to all, bocause the
dnagor became evident and was the chief feature of the
time, To keep the poace was still more a fulling hope
$hen before, but the game was mot wholly lost, at least
in the eyes of our Hinisters who did not prepare for war.
Aotual confliet might be avoided by good relations on the
perscnal side, e.g. with the German representatives in
London. ¥y friends and I thought 1%t worth while %o make
specches in this direction in %i;a lords, and Iothian was
a rowerful edvocate on this line. I thought 1t a good
thing to keep in touch with German ambassudoys. Hoeseh
in particular wus a m%iml man and not a Haszi., He
- died suddanly without apparent cause, and many t%angﬁt
ghat his amieble countrymen in the Hazi Party had poisoned
him, von Dirksen had o good neme as @& prefessional
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diplomat, and when I lunched with hin at the Fmbassy

he expressed distress, whieh I think was in his case
genuine, at the persecution of the Jews. Ribbentrop
was fji¢ more important thun any of them, and should have
been humoured, though he was certuinly o diffieult and
wooden-minded man. Some people handled him sensibly,
Sidney Clive, who was Chamberlain of the Diplomatic

Corps, had him to stay for a shoot. Others showed their
dislike, and the Press made every possible occasion for
offence. He was irritated in small wéys. He is an
illustration. The German Embassy occupies two of the
houses in Carlton House Terrace which have common rights to
Vtha terrace overlooking St. James's ﬁark. Rivbentrop
wanted to make the section of the terrace opposite his
houses more private, and, as they are the ang houses,

this was easy and perfectly proper. Instead of putting
this through as we would have done for the Russians or the
French, the Foreign Office tol1ld Ribbentrop that he must
get the consent of the heighbouring householders. It is
quite possible that & thing like this might turn the seale in
the mind of a rather stupid man, and lead him to decide
that ﬂathing could be done with these infernal, insular-
minded British,

Perhaps it was too late when Chamberlain attempted

appeusement, and sent Neville Henderson to Berlin, but

it raised hapes. I had known Henderson and stayed with

him when he was Minister at Belgrade, and saw him more
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tian once at Berlin, When he g%rat took up his post,
he discussed with the Head egzggfaign 0ffice the way
to show friendliness at Berlin., Vansittart raglia&
shat on no ageount should we make any attempt at friendli-
ness whatever. Imagine Ribbentrop's talks with Vansittars!?
As the chief contact of a foreign diplomat is with the
Head of the Forelgn 0ffice, one can see what stupendous
consequences might result from this personal factor,

In these years our want of logie rivalled that of
the Prenoh. We headed for war without preparing for it.
We sublimely offered guarantees to Poland and Roumania,
and committed ourselves to the struggle as 1if we had
boundless power in Hastern Rurcpe, when in fact we had
none. If it is true that we did this as the result of
French insistence, that is no excuse. In 1940 we were
in denger of actually losing our independence, and %hat
is the measure of our madness in defying German action
in the Bast without due preparation, Baldwin and
Cahmberlain must be held responsible, because they had
pover, they knew the faects, and they concealed them from
the country. They were either blind, or reckless, or
eriminally complacent, The latter seems to me to be the
least indefensible of the excuses. IHow men with very
geo& brains can act as if they were, at the best, misguided
mystics is avﬁhing whieh I can‘nevar understand., :

after Hitler came to power I went several times to
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Borlin, and also to the de Bunsens near Cologne, and
the Bismarcks in Pomerania. 1In '38 I went to see
Henderson, and on arriving in the evening found an
invitation to dine at the Embassy at 8, I was tired enough
with the hourney and would gladly have got off, but of
gourse answered that I would go. Having got there, and
hoping to get away fairly early, I found 4t was a large
party to meet Lor lLondonderry, who was an apostle of
friendship with Hitler. Hle was an hour late, and by
9430, 1 éﬁs guite exhausted. However 1 forg&ve Lord
ioudgndarry in the end, beocause we had & long and useful
talk after dinner, _

The colonial question was then to the front, and 1%
was rather an épisaéa that the Agha Khan was seeing German
Ministers on the same lines as myself, This famous winner
of the Derby invited me to meet him at the idlon, and pmoved
guite attractive. He was a nevei sort of ally for me to
work with.

In these years it seemed to me a mystery that our
Government was content neither to keep overwhelming force,

ﬂar_te attempt a modus vivendi. One could not be surprised

at Hitler leaving the League of Natlons when Sir John Simon,
the Toreign Secretary, declared that the Allies were not
bound to disarmament by the Versailles Treaty in the sense
that everyone had understood. We had many debates in the

Lords, and I several times reminded noble Lords of thé
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Allies® responsibility for bad relations, thrcugh khs
Elaaxads, the Ruhr aegugatiau,ﬁih@ french use of Negro
grooss on the Rhine. The ablest of the small group who took
cur rational view was Lord Lothian (afterwards ambassador

to imerice) and I was thrilled one day by his alluding

to "the admirable speech of my aébl@ friend lLord Hoal-
Buston." He was very active and went %o ses Hitler,
escorted and &atarpfﬁ&&é by my former saeratary, conwil

Evans, as also did Llayd George soon afterwards.
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Porbaps peace was impossible after 1955, and 1% wus
gonerally folt that Hitler meant to fight. Neay pacifisks
thousht not, and I felt it probable that he and his solleagues,
Gooring and Coebbels, were tho sort of men who would be
attrascted to a great gumble; and %o pemble with the chance
of bringing down the pritish Empire would be the groutest
gumble in ms'ﬁarm But I held that if you are dealing with
a savage bull, you don't wave @ red flag in front of him,
but keep him gquiet as lsng as you oan, while pisking nothing.
ﬁiéﬁg& srosclaimed his hope of Triendship with Waﬁ. and
ho h;}-aimé the League. It would probably huave made @ grﬁat
difference if the Znglish Press had been restrained from
. eontinually jeering at him in a way that no other European
press mag doing. |

The attitude of the Labour Party seome
{110ptcal. They adopted the most rovosative anti-German

4 to me very

expressions, and at the same time they oriosed gr@gxxmtiax;

for way, while they reaonciled their own minds DY deeclaring

thot we should appeal %o the League to take actiom, 8.2, against
Italy over the Abyssianian guestion. Yot they knew that

. the Lwa ézm}.si do nothing except with British foreces., 1

sould only oxouss this on the ground that it bad boen & '
great effort to adopt the ~eace-loving Labour view to the ume
af foree as rart of the leugue programme. TO s&rink from
applying this %o action by “ngland, apart from ‘a’%ﬁ mezggna,
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wee natural, but it was anrealistic., Of course it was the

ﬁm@t who were respomsible for informing the eountry,

and Baldwin was far mors o blame; but 1t was natural that
consory tives defended #aldwin, on the grounds thal the
fabour ?&rtg" had influenced public _ag;mim, making 1%
gifficult for him to adopt war preparation. I myself felt
that Ilitler was probably resdy %o go %o wer, and 1 ée‘gl@raé
 %h- gomplacency which prevailed. I revorted, for instanee,
what I saw in 1935 of the air base on the 1sle of Sylt, ‘
Jhen I went there with fufus to meet tuie Bisuareks.

whe Toreign Office was glolently anti-Cerman, and the
aovernment geve the impression of feeling sublimely superior
%o the growth of German foree, which mads our volley still
more irritating. Ve arafted along, assuming that we 'ﬁ#’f‘ﬁ
in Ao denger, and flanily offered pusrantees o roland,
 Roumanis and {}reaea, which helped %o inorsase the punishment
infiicted on them by Germans. If we did m';t mean that we
would do anything for voland, we should have 1aft that question
alone, and allowed the inevitable quarrel o éwa},apq botween
Gormany and nussia., ¥eo humaniiarians have often been reproved
for wanting engluend to pollice Burope, and 1% amazed me when
the CGovornment fydgued guch & polioy in an exireme form.

1910 saw the su ¥eme oLAnce of establishing & sune
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peace, but we lost it, owing, I suppose, to the sume
gublime gonfidence that we had m&im to feax from the
resurrected Cerman power. We gave Cermany the most
imperative motive for revenge by cutiting the eountry in
two varts. Whatever other ambition mey have moved Hitler,
the severing of Germany by the Polish gorridor aaweé the
arrival of a conflist. o ga&f»reawﬁﬁg nation could
aceept such humiliation. The effective way to avold war
would have beon sloss friendship between Englund and

many, and this w would not give., It would indeed

bave recuired an almost Christian readiness to abandon

our unique prestige and to share colonial privilege with

a partner who was rushing and brusque. But having oroated
the incentive to reovenge, we ought to have made the
suerifiegyto avold war,
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From: "The Intimate Papers of Colonel House.™ Yol.2,

June 1916

Page 265
Note by House from his Diary saying what he told

Noel Buxton about the difficulty of working with the Allies.
Wilson made the offer to mediate, and fight Germany if she

rejected Wilson's terms. Grey would not follow this up.

" When Noel-Buxton was here" (the Colonel wrote,

June 29, 1916) "I.told him how impossible it was to staisfy
the Allies. It is always something more. I thought if we
went to war, the Allies, after welcoming us warmly and
praising us beyond our deserts, would later, when they
found we were not furnishing as many men (or any men, for
that matter, for we have none), would begin to chide us
Just as the French did the English, and say we were not
spilling our blaod, that we were shirkers, etc., ete.,
Nothing which it would be possible to do within a year
after we entered the war could please them.

" It was tiresome, I told Buxton, to heér the English
declare they weré fighting for Belgium and they entered the
war for that purpose. I asked if in his opinion Great
Britain would have gone into the war on the side of the
Allies even if France had violated Belgium, or indéed whether

Great Britain would not have gone into the war on the side



of the Allies even if France had violated Belgium. In

my opinion, the purpose of Great Britain's entrance into
the war was quite different from that, The stress of the
situation compelled her to side with France and Russia

and against the Central Powers. Primarily it was

because Germany insisted upon having a dominant army and a
dominant navy, something Great Britain could not tolerate

in safety to herself.”
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vel. II. Page 317. (Intimate Letters of Colonel House)
Sept. 24, 1916.

Note of his talk with Wilson over differenses with England.
SBhowed him letters from Sir Edward Grey, Lord Bryce,

Noel Buxton, and others.

" The President came to my sitting room in the morning v,
(noted Colonel on September 24),"and we spent several hours
over foreign affairs, pfincipally our differences with Great
Britain. Page had left a mass of memoranda, which the
President read aloud. I also gave him my last letters from
Sir Edward Grey, Lord Bryce, Noel-Buxton, and others. It
was my opinion that the real difference with Great Britain
now was that the United States had undertaken to build a great
navy; that our commerce was expanding beyond all belief;
and we were rapidly taking the position Germany occupied before
the war, No one in England would probably admit that the
things I mentioned were causing the growing irritation against
us, but it was a fact nevertheless, The President replied:
'Let us build a navy bigger than hers and do what we Please’,
I reminded him that Germany had undertaken to do that and
Great Britain had checked her before she could accomplish
her purpose, and in the Spring of 1914 T had predicted that
she would. I thought it unlikely the British would be
willing to permit us to build a navy equal to theirs if they

could prevent it."
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The German Danger.

g Abdht 1937 I thought of a new approach to Hitler in
'régard to Concentration Camps. Public action had proved quite
useless, so I asked Doctor Temple, then Archbishop of
‘Ybrk, to_join in a personal appeal to Hitler,lusing the
argument that we were desirous of seeing good-will towards
- Germany in this country. I sent a letter on these lines
%0 Ribbentfop, and he respondéd by sending over an‘;
important messenger in the shape of a certain Count Dohna,

a well-known Junker. He announced himself through

Evans when we were at cromer for the August holidays, and
he was so determined to see me that he came to stay with

us. We talked far into the night, and he explained that
Ribbentrop wanted to convey the Nazi point of view better
than could be done by letters. He drove home the point
that Nazism represented a complete rejection of ideas
hitherto accepted as fundamental; not only what was liberal,
also what was humane had no use for the Nazis, and therefore

we must understand that our arguments about atrocities and

camps made no appeal at all,



Germany

'I remember Ribbentrop letting himself go in Qonversation
with me about his envy of British Imperial good furtune. He
was quite eloquent about the feelings arousedbn him when
he attended the Lord Mayor's‘BanQuet, and fealised the
various possessions which underlay British wealth and power,
The German outlook was natural,and is much better described in

Churchill's @&ccount of Kailser Wwilliam,
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CHAPTER XII

THE GERMAN DANGER

In 1940, when I first felt the extreme urgency of the
Anglo-German problem, very few people regarded war as
unavoidable, and I was encouraged by the view of important
people, e.g. certain ambassadors, to see that relations
with Germany could be affected for the better by action
in Parliament. .
The logical course waé either to aim at avoiding a e
clash or to ensure security by superior force, As we could
not be fully sure of the latter, it was ®peasonable to urge

the former as well, ~German politicians are of course

~ difficult to deal with, and there were men like Tirpitz

who wanted war. Military factors always need restraining,
and on the German side they were less restrained than in
other countries, because pride in war is widespread in
Germany. On our side it was natural to feel Germany to ©
be a parvenu; on their side it was natural to be jealous

of the British Empire. We were inclined to deny them
equal status. Friction grose from the time of the

Janeson Raid, and it increased in the days of Algeciras.
However, the prospect of peace was hopeful uptil 1908, when

Grey decided to quarrel with Austria about the annexation

.of Bosnia. It was a techinical point, since she had governed

Bosnia since 1878, and every one who travelled there,

as I did in 1902, knew it to be the only decent
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BISHOP GORE

I suppose it was another case of my fluidity of views ]
that I could be at the same time an ardent follower of
both Barnett and Gore. Gore's high Catholicism must have

jarred Barnett's latitudinarian views. The Christian

%

Bocial Union, of which Gore was the leader, was extraordinarily
welcome to me, wanting as I did to connect political and
philanthropic activity with religion. Gore at that time was
an extremely popular preacher. Both manner and matter were
most attractive. His voice in preaching was irresistible,

I valued the C.S.U. in connexion with Temperance

L ~ \ reform, but I got to know Gore better in regard to the

\

{} 07 /;problem of Turkish disorder. I remember lunching with him

in his house in the Cloister overlooking the Westminster
Canon*s)garden when I returned from the Balkans in 1899,
It was a chance which led me to go there and to learn

that Macedonia had been restored to the Turks by the
British Government. This shocking fact did not seem to be \
appreciated by anyone whom I knew except Gore, whose keen sense of -
humanity had been profoundly moved a few years before by the |
Armenian massacres. He became intensely friendly to me and an
eager supporter of the Balkan Committee. His way of addressing

a meeting on the subject of massacres ,and atrocities was most
moving, and his keen approval certainly furnished another

influence on my life because he was a very great man, His £

friendship gave me confidence,
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5/" Tn 1911 came the Agadir crisis.
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tradition of friendliness to Austria, which had been so 17

marked that I remember Dilke, speaking in the House,
Quoting the saying that if the Austro-Hungarian Empire
did not exist, it would be necessary for us to create it,
Lord Courtney and others condemned Grey's aotio£. It led
to thg.ﬁrisis in which Germany backed Austria, as, in the

Kaiser's words, "her ally in shining armour", and Russia

was humiliated. War was bought definitely nearer,

Berlin, and found feeling running high on the question of
colonies. Shop windows displayed maps colouring the
world largely red, and showing the tiny Germen area, The
denial of CGeyman colonial claims succeeded in rousing
patriotic pride and jealousy. The ambition was exastly
what our wan would have been, if in their shoes; and

most of us wouid have favoured an attempt to right the
injustice'byvfcrce' supposing that it could not be done

otherwise. National pride may be foolish, but we Britons

In August I waS'é;7

i
f have not regarded it so, anyhow since the days of Kipl%ﬁﬁld//

What made out action specially annoying to the Germans in

1911 was that we deterred France from making concessions
after Agadir. Maurice de Bunsen, then Ambassador at
Madrid, had written to me regrebting that we were 'more
French than the French".

Our ambassador, Sir Edward Goschen, was in despair
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work", I wrote an article

om the s1tuam“n““3ér1ﬁ~w
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going through the ¥ ;fng lobby at _the House /L, G. talked
to me about thiﬁxfftlcle;and sald "Yo%gﬁiiid have hit me
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[T—#Tn twe folchinga' WO years thlngs"seemﬁd to improve.
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Perhpg% war would never have‘come if the Serb Government
had not aided (as is now known) the.assassination of the
Archduke. But there were many explosions ready to go
off when the match was.struck. The uttimatum to Serbia £
was the work of Hungarian rather than Austrian Ministers,

In Augustf£ met one of these firebrands, and ésked
him if he had not realised that the ultimatum would mean
general warp, 'He replied, 5Of course, I did», That type
©f mind was not so rare on the contlnent gWOne mlght think
from our English point. of view,

Then came the war, Many historians hold that we
were responsible for encouraging Russia to mobliise and
back Serbia, vhose Govewmexnt is now>%£gzgzt to have been
responsible for encouraging the murder of the Archduke at
Sarajevo. However that may be, there was nothing to do for

the prevention of war in the future, excent to win the War, a

i
and arrange for a durable settlement., / E«hadmﬁeﬁ@$hﬁﬁgﬁ
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so the Allies appeared to Germeny as obstructing every ; |
legitimate German clafm. The result of this was the
conversion %o Hltlerlsm of countless Germans who, until

then, had hated the upstar$ Hitler,
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a&ﬁfwas an enormous shock when, in the beginning of
1933 Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor, presumably hoping
tﬁat responsibility would produce sanity. But a reign of
terror immediately began. In the 8pring I went to . ~
Z ii"sd? gt eae fon ‘}L
Berlin and saw several Ministers, in company with Evans

00 (LhP.)
and Ben Riley. i The Brrtlsh Quakers' agent 1n Berlln had
acquired a strong position through the Quaker relief work,
and T thought it just worth while to appeal to the Nazis
to let us visit the concentration camps, which had already;%wﬁ"
“ ’,{h

begun their dirty work, and to urge that British friendship ,
which they then strongly desired, would be alienated by

© ¥XXx illegal violence, which was ai}o congrayy to German
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e t@fﬂﬂlﬁékau>$he title page of the Liberator's Life—%sﬂmm& I «46&1
3 AL R » M '8
‘ ﬁ e£/ , exhortiss to energy. I wish I had
‘feigaweﬁ his advice, espeeially in regard %o enterprise,
; ' - h&va no excuss, bes&us@ E&ie waa always ramiﬁding us
L to be enterprising. I regret now that I did not think
1 more ef enﬁerprise, us opposed to reason and caution, in

. many things: e.ge travelling with Ramsay Macdonald,

g who invited me seferal times; travelling with Bryce in
% Macedonia; and with Sir John Harris in Africa; going as

é Gﬁgxgman to the Pacific Countries Institute when it met
é in China; and, perhaps most, decliping the Governorship
% of New Zealand.  This ocecurred six months after the E
g formation of the labour Government in 1929, It seemed |
; at the time more important to remain in the Cabinet, but

difficulties there proved very great, and I soon afterwards
accepted the Bovernorship of Australia, But in the end
the Labour Govermnment there decided to appoint the Australian

Chief Justice, so nobody wus sent out, and Ramsay expressed

his regret that his offer had come to nothing.

In all these things I was deterred, I suppose, by love
of order and routine, and by a certain amount of laziness,

but I think that some unreasoning enterprise would have

been better. Let my descendants be warned by my mista
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— It was a grect :’s&ﬁm of my parents' character that
almost any week-snd in summsr you sould find & lares
croud from sose Sast Smd institytion sarning about the
carden, especially crowded dm—tlLe enormous see-guw under
the ilex. These finally departed in huge brekes drawn
by teams of horses, and hardly had they gone before the
wosi-ond party of visitors arrived. As my Mother was
all the time confined to her sofa in the garden, it wus
| & remarkable feat. | |
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