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1 A SISTSR'S ArPRICIATION

#rs, (e Bunsen writes: :

" Hoel's personality was arrestinz, Ho onme could be ‘
unssayre of him when he opened & door. He had about him,
together with the charm that raciated benevolence, just that
touch of Elizabethan romance in Kppesrance end bearine which
éraws attention. He had no conventional snell talk; he

‘depended on & congenial =nd responsive atmosphere, Then he

was himself inim:table as & companion, guick in reaponse
whether to the sad or the gay. Yei, as & man of affairs, he
was serious to the ecore, and you could not be in his presence
£ive minutes before you knew him involved in w1l the affairs
of the day, apwunyofthalmmngdeymm
whichthought was distracted and inetitutions erumbling.

fo Hoel, the spiritual world was the mainspring of
his 1ife asd motive-force. W¥ithout his religion, jife would
have been intolerable, and insipid; as & stateasman, lacking in
direction and moral force. |
i His roots were deep and no vital interest of the paat
and no sireng personal influence were ever altogether eradicated, 1
The genera ions were linked by more than blood, Puxton, the
tiverator, his great grandfather, was no mouldering ancestor,
His spirit m slive in his descendunt, All through his
political life, Woel used %o vigit Buxton's monument in the
Abbey, before any cwitical debate, It was theve he vished %o
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pray and to counmit his cause %o Uod, He had, of course,
peculiar tiss with the Iiberator, for not only did he shoulder
his cause in Parlisment, ss one of the Presidents of the Anti-
flavery Society, ﬁnd in political jeurneyings, but his personal
tastes in country-life weve similary in planting, cutting and
shooting, And when Hoel's conseience imposed painful restric-
tions on the mun, the severed link with his ancestor undoubtedly
added to the sacrifice,

fHoel never Qiﬁhné 40 keep things as they were in the
sense that the past was superior ﬁg the present, A thing sust
be good in itself .~ never nerely because it was old, Ti'ee
his ancestor, he aa 1&b§!ﬂ1 in every fibre of his beina, thoush
he never abandonmed & certain patermalism in his politdcal
outlook., Family ritual and #uutaau made the strongest appesl
%o him. No doubt he folt the straim of adapting himself %o
@ world which had seani respect for the past nor for the
shoulders of those on which it steod., Put he genuinely hated
class-distinetion, He loved order - an ordered life in his
home, political order, order in secisl life, His dnner
resistance was ﬁxuuaoﬁ by violent digrescions and revolutions,
by sudden disintesration, He preferred adjusting conditions

and oiling the whesle to destroyingmmd building asaim, and this

inclined him always to try to discover t&unduttaua and to build
on then, even if they were not altogether structurally sound,
His persistence against subile opposition and faint praise was



o

An instance of this was his political =mission to
Bulgarie in 1914, in which he was ardently supported by Churchill
and Lloyd George, and frustrated by Grey, vhe finally let him

down @t the crucisl moment of bargeining,

| @1fted as he was with & tender and serupulous conseience,

- he found life no easy problem, The “choses jugfes” of the

society he belonged %o were by no means mutter of course to hinm,
$ith &1l his sensitiveness %o the opinions of others, he net

~ epposition and even derision with resarkable courage and good

nature., Such weve the ethics of personal expenditure, of landed
property, of blood-sports, His scruples invelved him in |
éifricult situations, His doubto about sheoting, seriously
aroused by & visit to Buddhist Japan, obliged him t» sacvifice
his greatest personal enjoyment, The demands of his conscience
brpnuht hin into conflict with the policy of the Brewery where -
he had sought end failed to influence the Iirectorship o adapt
& policy on the lines of the Gothenburg Systen,

His farsightedness in Guestions of foreign policy,
notably in the last phases of frentier re-adjustments, caused
him distressing differences with valued colleagues, He foresaw,
all téa clearly, n&t‘ﬁalx the tragedy but the exrlesive quality
of the suffering involved in the deportse problem in Western
Geymany, In fhat of the Churchillian peolicy of subserviance to _

 Russian demands @nd a visionless adherence to the lotsdan

Agreement, Noel displayed & moral courage of & high ovder,



$

high orir,/ _ _
In theWords, already stricken im health, he returned to the
charze over and over again, against m 8%if7 moral pressure
of friends tn the highest places,

"Life is difficult enough in amgr case,” he mta, "it
would be impossibly hurd without the aid of religion,” o the
end of his life he held to the daily practice of prayer and
neditation, Henry Nevinson used to deseribe, in his inimitable
way, how, as they travelled temether teo the Balkans in the Orient
Expreses, it was the first mamrgfmzs a&m&m; and how, as he
started at the head of his dawdling earavan in Asia Miner or
Armenia, and had adjusted his saddlebags for the long day'c ride,
out would come %mm‘ and pipe together, and “we had all #ﬂ
te be silemt,.” | A

one fundamental faith never left him - that of the
prevailing power of God - “Hy strength is sufficient for thee,*
That upheld hia to the end,
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