Wellington House,
Buckingham Gate,
London, S.W.

26th September, 19216,

Dear Mr. Buxton,

I wonder if you could give me any rough idea about what

demand there will be in the United Stateg for our volume of

Aaa

documents bearing R R/ in Armenia which I have

been editing for Lord Bryce, and which is now on the point of

being published as a Blue Book, {Q tﬁ”%z%€§@z; aﬁd§§¥fﬁt@&’&%
We want to arrange for an American edition, and I also

want to get the American Relief Committee, if they will, to

take }Fl%yt&af ﬁ?p}fé;jgrftﬁmB%TtééJ?(m?,d?ys ago wuklng an

estimdte of the number they could use/, but have g0 far had no

reply. Have you any idea yourself what the number would be?

I know they have a "publicity" manager to do things cn a fairly

big scale, but it is difficult to estimate for them without

some guidance. We are anxious to fix the total number required

before printing off, and as the book runs to about 700 pages

we want to begin printing coff as soon as we possibly can.
Hoping you will be able to give me some advice on this point.

Yours sincerely, /
Noel Buxton, Esqg., f}

"Green Lanes",
Burnham,

Bucks,
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GANTHORPE HOUSE,
TERRINGTON,
YORK.

TEL. CONEYSTHORPE 32.
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3,MELINA PLACEji')f

Frod
¥

ST JOHN’S WOOD N.W) 8 ﬂﬁ‘.ﬁi o

i

8th February, 1938,

The Rt. Hone. Tbe Lord Noel-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street,

Westminster, S.W.l.

Dear Noel-Buxton,

I have been waiting from day to day to answer
your letter of the 27th January in the hope that the
German situation might become clearer, but this does not
seen likely nowes I do not know what you make of it,

or whether you think there is anything in the rumour that
one has heard that they are going to make a big push

about the Colonial Question.

My own feeling at the moment is that we had
probably better let it alone until we do see some further
lighte It might be unfortunate if we put forward fairly
reasonable suggestiéns from this end ,only to have them

- squashed from the German end as being quite inadequate,
and from the point of view of opinion here I am not sure
whether the moment is favouraiie when everybody is in a
state of rather unpleasant expectancy about what the
Germans maj be going to do next, I am really very much

in the darke.
Yours very sincerely,

A SLLT: Doy et




3, MELINA PLACE,

ST JOHN’S WooD, N.W.8.

2lst March, 1938,

Dear Noel-Buxton,

I certainly do, think that this is the time for

pushing forward igoreua&g with the idea of a conditional
guarantee for (zechoslovakia, and I personally agree with
you that the cond ght to include a“ﬁf@olﬁlte from
which none of the three optiﬁﬁgrwhlcn we discussed the
other day is ruled out.

As to tactics, though, I think that much the
most effective thing is for you to see Lord Halifax about
it personally and prlvately.

f If one puts out the plan publicly, chuulng the
«optlon of an Anschluss, the Czech Govermment is, I fear,

“t bound to repudiate it publicly under pressure of its own

~Czech public oplnﬂon, and this would hinder a settlement
instead of promoting one.

: I should think that, in private negotiations,
with a British guarantee at stake, the Czecb#“ﬁéu1@~§9w
bgﬂp;gpqred to go very far indeed in meeting Sudetic
German claims. I am convinced that publicity at this
stage would do no good.

Yours very sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street,




3,MELINA PLACE,
ST JOHN’S WOOD, N.W.8.

24th March, 1938,

mire: m ’ALY
THE TIMES.

Dear Noel=-Buxton,
My letter to you crossed yours in
You have called out no public refusal on the Czech side.
It may be that they have already begun to contemplate
qométhing on the lines of the plebiscite . broposal. As
would

they like

b

to a memorandum from me, I doubt if the Covernment
ne much,

pay any attention,as I do not.-suppose
in so far as they know-of my existence.
Perhaps this afternoon we shall know more of

intentions.

d not feel

nister's
that I was criticising

that, I thought the

I hope you di
So far from

your letter in itself.

t was put splendidlye.
Yours very sincerely,

MJ..:I,

poin

Rt. Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,

The
18 Cowley Street,

S ."»:"'J.l.
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EXTRACT FROM PROFESSOR ARNOLD TOYNBER'S LETTER OF OCTOBER lb5th.
*ﬁ'ﬁ-ﬂ“&bﬁ*ﬁ”nu"-ma‘-u-ﬂ*dﬁ”‘—mﬂmm‘wu-‘w-n‘_umnm--—mh’-»wﬁmmnn-mnwﬂﬂ
When I saw Hitler on the lst of Varch 1936,he
0 el wnwe
1 am sorry you English
I know the reason: you want her support age

3

why shouldn't you accept CGermany's support instead of Russia's?

0f course,l couldn't give this es long as you treet Bermany

& beihg unworthy to have colonles.
had my ¢>lonies returned to me,l should make the
ts of Europe overseas ny affalr,
snyif you had srouble with Japan,I
{this verbatin) "two divisions of troops and some

warships,at Singapore"!

¥

There is no reason why this should not all stil
c00d,andif you look into iHitler's argusent,you will notice th
he has put his finger on a fundamerbal point: Great Britain can't
both deny Germany colonies and check Japanese aggression in the
Far East., Ve must ohoc f) to my mind,the cholce between a
fratricidal Huropeen Var and a joint Buropean --- and American we-

Tar o

policy now would 1Hejemew
Integral restoration of German ¢olonies in Africa ,eaxﬁliad
=1th an agreement on co-operation,and on common standards,for
11 Burovean administration in Afrieca (N.B.,no native armies,

e e &

o= the Germans will be with us on that point.)




Germany of her
n from her by Austral

S R O i
Lk W R Wl

%

srortugal.)

¥ e » » TN, B * & Ty p T o o 2T oy £% o aw o &
‘grsonally,l should like to brocaden Cermeny's

T

atake in thies region by getting Puteh and

part or all

Then we could deal with China,(where the Japanese are

dectroying soms very valuable German trade) and gould rescue her

from Japan's e¢lutches,




3, MELINA PLACE,
ST JOHN's WoOD,
N.W. 8.

3rd November, 1938,

N

Dear Noel-Buxton,

Many thanks for your letter of the 28th about
mine reporting what Hitler said to me about Russia and
Japan.

At the time,I did write a minute on the whole
of my interview for Tom dJomes,who sent it up, I think,
to the Cabinet Secreta&riat, but no doubt it is long since
forgotten and I never had a copy of it myself. So if
you think that it would be any good passing on the
information-=teo=Ford-Halifax now please do so. I think
he would be* more likely to pay attention if he had it
from you than if I wrote a memo on it,

I gather we are perhaps going to meet at your
house in the near future to hear about Berber's postponed
viails

Yours very sincerely,

&M}i‘%’ ﬂm,% f&’w"’

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street,
Westminster, S.W.1.




3, MELINA PLACE,
ST. JOHN'S WOOD,
N.W.8.

February 23rd, 1939.

" Dear Noel-Buxton,

3 : I was interested to get your letter of the 21st.
My own-feeling is that nothing effective can be done about
the Colomni@) Question at present. I feel that the
gopportunity was_snuffed out by the outbreak against the
Jews in Germany after Munich and that it is not likely
t6 arise again-unless something like a general peace
conference can be arranged to break the deadlock of the
prégent intense competition in re-armament. I am not very
hopeful about this., I feel that things have now come to
“such a pass that there is bound to be some kind of showﬁé&aﬁéﬁaﬁ
down - not necessarily a war but possibly some kind of
cracking-up of the staying-power of one or gther of the two,
_t——parties—to the competition. This is a pretty bad look-outes."
: Do you yourself think that the colomnial questionl cam—be
raised again now? If you do I would gladly have a talk
about it, but I am not very hopeful at present.

Yours very sincerely,

/5( WV ':a@w,/’m,g

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street, S.W.l.
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Dear Noel Buxton,

I have. just got your letter of the 28th with
the enclosure. It reached me just after I had heard
on the wireless the joint German-Russian demand on
Great Britain and France.

Speaking purely personally, I think your(terms)
contaln the essence of what we want in order to=make
a2 better Europe, but at the same time 1t looks as
though neither Hitler nor Stalin would consider them.

I am trying to make as large a collection as I can
about ideas for a peace settlement, official and unofficieal,
British and forelgn. I hope we may be able to keep
in touch _about this.

Yours very sincerely,

Director.

The Lord Noel Buxton,

8, Cowley Street,
Liondon, S.W. 1.




/ﬂfkt/g;ﬁ 3, Ship Street,

Oxford,

November 30th, 1939.

Dear Noel-Buxton,
Many thanks for your letter of the 23rd November,

with the enclosed notes.

My own feeling is that a patohedigp pea;;>hith

Hitler is not really practical politics, and that, supposing

——

that we did, after all, manage to make one, it would be

incompatible with disarmament. We should then, I am afraid,

revert to %hé”gbmééfitiverre—armament which led up to the
War and we should merely have an armed truce, pending a
renewal of hostilities.

The Prussian Government and General Staff of

November 1917 were, I feel, much less awkward customers to
e ——— e R

—

deal with than the Nagzis.

I am afraid this is rather a negative opinion.

Perhaps we shall have an opportunity for a talk later on.
V.l

Yours very sincerely,

n b

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxto
18 Cowley Street,
Westminster, S.W.1l.




(J B 1 \F(JJ °
December 21st, 1939,

Dear Noel-Buxton,

Thank you so much for your tetter of the 18

18th
December enclosing the CO“*LQDLu'al draft. My own ql;@'uALEy
about such a proposal would be “this: ALL T hear from Germany
suggests tha+ at pre"3n+ Ilt*tr is not prepared to concede
Jjmore than g show of autonomy to the Poles, Tzéchs and Slovaks

therefore, unls~“ oxre F&u\!dj down formally and olah“ly -
qhould also say'puolchJ that the restoration of the

ermgn natjc 1S ﬂOﬂmﬁ\Lvu by Germany is an_absoclut

io f peace on our stde, I think any_ne *jSaﬁipns

=le ad “s up to German proposals in regard to the subject
S, which would prove, on examir nation, to b: unaccept-
o] sho
.

=)

-

! to us, and that in the end ve sh qmg*hp driven to break
\ the negotiations off. If there is “anything in This -
xpectation of mine, it would surely be betuer to _state our

conditions in advance,
Again, thank you so much for letting me have a

copy of the draft.

Yours very sincerely

2 4 —~ e >
/A YV ila-AR 2 . H’( 4 } &

|

The Rt. Hon. The ILord xoeT-:.ux,oa,
18 Cowley Street, Westminster S.W.1




o 3, Ship Street,

G
£ Tad : :
/ (7/25 ot e Oxford,,

( &

A ey 7 Decgaber 9tn, 1939.

Dear Noei-Buxton,

’ s 7

Many thanks for your note of the 8th. I should
like to have a talk-and will suggest a time when I get
the chance. Ny tyouble so farhas been that, when I have
occasionally comé€ up to London,it has been for committees
and other busimess which have kept me on the run between
arrival and départure by the present very slow trains.

On the question, i you r e, of making
vﬁggg/$ith the Germans without defeating them, I see =
s is of course sim%ly ivate opinion - two rather
1

serious difficulties: this would necessarily mean
leaving the Poles and Czechs under German rule, even if
some formula were used for covering up this fact; (2)
there would be no possibility of a sincere and secure
peace accompanied by a reduction of armaments and a ree
organisation of the relations between the states of Europe;
we should merely, I fear, revert to an aggravated form
of the conditions existing during the two or three years
preceding the outbreak of war; it would be an armed truce
which would be bound to break out into war again in the
near future.

I wonder how you feel on this point.

Yours very sincerely,

%M }m‘! <L

The Right Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street,
Westminster, S.W.1l.




3, Ship Street,

/

| //f/ it August 12th, 1940.

Oxford,

Dear Noel-3Buxton,

I have studied your note for Lord Halifax with
interest. As I daresay you rather expected, I decidedly
disagree with it. ILet me try to say why.

<:?2’ What you are advocating is a peace which would
leave Germany's military power intact and would also
leave her dominant over Easterm Europe. You might advo-
cate this on the ground that a continuation of the war to
the bitter end is in itself a worse evil - certainly for
the world and perhaps even for Great Britain herself -
than Great Britain's ceasing to be a Great Power. But I
cannot follow the argument that our ceasing to be a Great
Power is a means to the end of preserving intact our
independence and freedom from foreign control. That you
do contemplate our ceasing to be a Great Power on the
basis of a settlemment such as you suggest, would seem to
follow from your saying that America offers the only
possible guarantee for a lasting peace in these conditions.,

On a secondary point, I am not sure what status
you contemplate for the West European continental
countries as to whose independence we ought to make no
concessions. If Denmark, for example, is to be set up
again as a nominally independent state, then, after her
experience of being conquered by Germany in one night she
will de facto remain a German dependency out of terror
unless British troops step in as the German troops step
out. In this latter case you would have a continent
partitioned into a western zone of British, and an eastern
zone of German, influence, but it would obviously be a@lmost as

_difficult to persuade Hitler to agree to this, short of a
German collapse, *h®® as it would be to persuade him,
short of a collapse, to evacuate all his conquests, east
as well as west. In your heart of hearts, is your first
concern peace or is it the maintenance of the independence
and freedom of Great Britain and the Western continental
states? If peace comes first, then I think one ought to
face the fact that it has to be bought from Hitler at the




THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

CHATH HOUSE,
10, ST.W\MES’S SQUARE,
OXFORD 47471
kg e R LONDO » CW.1.

All communications should be
addressed to * The Secretary.” BALLIOL COLLEGE,

OXFORD.

PRIVATE

March 14th, 1940.

Dear Noel=-Buxton,

I was much_interested in your
letter of the 8th March and I wish I could
do what you ask, but as you know, I and
this temporary Oxford Branch of Chatham
House are now in a sort of semi-official
position, and this makes oné & good deal
less free than one is in ordinary times.

For this reason I fear we could not give
you_ anything here for your own use in

- talking with Lord Halifax. By the terms
of our Council's agreement with the Government
about the scope of our work, we have to work
exclusively for the Government and Govern-
ment Departments in response to definite
requests from them. Of course, if any
such request were to come to us from Lord
Halifax himselT, We should-“not-only bvé free
to carry it out, but that would be our first
duty, but we cannot anticipate official
requests ar . unfortunately, meet requests
coming from outside "official ecircles".
I am afraid this may seem rather Byzantine.

Yours very sincerely,

VhJLi/ﬂ >o1‘p;/6£L
The Rt. Hon. /\

The Lord Noel=-Buxton,
18 Cowley Street,
S.W.l.




price that has been paid by Czechoslovakia since 1938; if
on the other hand our first aim is to liberate ourselves
and the states of Western Burope from German domination,
“then I think we ought to make up our minds to persist with
war until Hitler collapses and the non=-Yerman peoples of
Europe are everywhere liberated from the German yoke.

No doubt anyone who decided to carry on the war
is exposing himself to the risk of defeat and loss of
independence. In the present case, however, I think the
risk of this would be far greater if we were to make a
compromise peace.

I believe if I were in your place I should be
inelined to come out boldly for letting our position as a
Great Power, or even as an independent state, go hang and
should in fact advocate peace at any price. Unless one is
prepared to do this = as I am not - T do not think one is
in a strong position for advocating a compromise peace
which would leave Hitler dominant unless America were to
step in - which she is most unlikely to do in such circum-
stances.

Yours very sincerely,

§ 4

f PR, | > e p
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The Right Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
18, Cowley Street,
Westminster, S. W. 1.
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peace at any price. Unless one is prepared to do this - as

I am not - I do not think one is in a strong position for

advocating a compromise peace which would leave Hitler

dominant unless America were to step in - which she is most
ely to do in such circumstances.
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