BISHOPTHORPE,

YORK.

6th January 1lvl7.

Desr Buxton,

I thank you for the notes which you.heve.
e ",

sent to me about our attitude towards PresidW

proposal. You may be assured that I shall give full

consideration to all that you have urged.

Yours sineerely, é—,



Persenal,

BISHOPTHORPE,

YORK. {

28th Cctober 1919, ‘

Dear Buxten, ‘ £
I certainly hope that the Allied Food Commissien

may be centinued to relieve the desperate situation in

Vienna;but I must net sign your letter to the press because, ,

first, ewing to the number of applications I receive frem

all serts and kinds of peeple to join in such letters I have

been obliged to make it a very strict rule that I cannet de

se except in matters where I have some personal responsibility

or initiative. But ,secondly, because I am in communicatien

with the Archbisrep of Canterbury at the present time with

regard to a much wider appeal fer not Vienna enly but all

the Eurepean Countries and Asia Minoer and I think it better

te concentrate on that wider issue. I hope you will under-

stand my position and note that it is net due to any want

of sympathy with your efforts en behalf of Vienna.

Yours sincerely,
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v dear/f;el Buxton,

I an very gratefulito y@gu for the document you

sent me on war policy, an extremelv honoured by What
?

you say about the line }’have taken myself. I confess -

7

to feeling rather an;}éus dt the thought that someone

~.

with Jour knowledgg/éf Euroge should be concerned to

e e

mwx ‘rﬁw AL
keep in line ng?/fnyone SO comnaratlvely amateur as

immen%ely happy i572) think that our

‘ g #
minds seem xawﬁci:gi&é over so 1arge §h area.

ragm s

1 am not quite sure what your notes point to,on

s
one important matter: I have so far held that it °

W o - -
would be wrong to enter on neéfféé%ions without guarantees

in act for the autonomy of the Czechs and Poles. f I gquite
B e :

{ agree that we NUbt not merely reconstltute Poland and

R s AR e,

Czechoslovakia as they were. AI am inclined to think

that the Corridor was a mlstake, and that the guarantee

TR AR
R A RIS

for Polish access to the sea ought to take another form

than that. There are countrleb Wlthout dny sea frontier

SRR
R TR e Ot RS

st

which contrive to fWOurlsh : dnd in a peaceful Europe,
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possession of a sea-port would not be a condition of

A prosperity;j

IV Bt I oam wonderlng whether towards the end you are
, Ak

. &uggesting that a conference should be called before the
guarantees BTE obbdlne on the ground that concessions

i

should be more easily obtained in conference than as a

preliminary % I am inclined to urge that all other
\ S -
concessions should be subje&&wﬁ? discussion in the confer-

o
ence, but that the autonomy of Doleb, Czechs and Slovaks

should be a prellmlnary condition, secured in act and
- s i
not only in word. \\;ﬁ@.l*thlnk that I should ask this of

-the new government in Germany, quite as much as I should
s

of Hitler, because it would be the evidence that the new

government represented a new outlook.

Your notes seem to me most valuable and suggestive,

o G

and T am extremely giad . to_have them.

Yours sincerely,

Wellime E6r;

s *
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B1shopthorpe,
York.

mAl - '

vuwaJ#aa{i
15 Magech 1940

»

av
:7 ’ £

My dear Noel Buxton,

| ———

- '~»4%,~M‘5@s zi/;u,.fqﬁm S

Wl 4
# gl

T agree that if Halifax were really satis-

T R i
fied that a pledge given before the peace confer-

ainly be fulfilled, that
ST,
would be a sufficient ground for going forward.

ol

ence meets would ¢

T

T 11nd 1t hard ijelﬁ/to 1muglne what Plnd of

/4

e

conditions, other than action, could prov1de
W"‘Mnﬁ B : e ;
such satisfaction ; but I should not want to

press that/if Lord Halifax, whose Jjudgment I

would redﬁllv truot in such a matter, believed

o e

thJT the vledges were really bound to be ful-

filled.

Yours sincerely,

YA Rt
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vereh 13th, 1940,

.My dear ArchbislODgiccs olldug efd Dulded |
-~ Many - zhanks for your kind- ;ettgr and ‘
JouT 00TIOR ' OB WY NOeS OWwar aims.. I
- wish I deserved your gpiniono:&mgkgaw;l.%dg?
1 0f Buzops. .. But it gives me,thg Ereatest
oi¢ Pleasure that you valus uy agreement with
' x015-¥0W.ON 80 WANY POLABS: oo oooid el
% od o I am, grgg;¥y~u terested. ir A
sesay-as o nqggmzating withaut guarang\}a in
+080%y and, I would like.1o;say.a ward .98, JQur

gast;op,whethar I am suggesting that a
;_3aentggg§ee shou;d be called bgfq;e khe. .

guarantees can bo obtained. I think by

gusrantees. xomwnfi?s -and, -in that f??§5 ]
ﬁw,anpver is thgt\i@qggost feelers. ... .

T0 Bopes syveid Sosmprieved ILC Ta

T ef g5 o8 spe
&k



| behind the public scene, and that whien thaéq
have satisfied Halifax that concessions are |
g;enuiriel;y to roliow &' Conference, it would §

“be right to grant ‘an armistice and enter a §
Confercncs 2 v: before Cermany’ evacuatés Polénd ;
Tt would, Of coursé, be foFe cleafi cut if tﬁe
German troops were withdrawn first, and A'ﬁggior |
PHET tﬁa?i}o%rﬁﬁéﬁf "% ‘explain”their 'action i;o |

"oﬂ%*ﬁﬁbiic; ““But ‘to wait 'for sush a stavk | |

50 s . SR 2 0 N R eh  aurs s g p £y S £5 ] % e
I eonfession of ‘failirse on the part of Hitler K |

woulld fuean’ that the war woiuld have $6 B
carried very much mrﬁheri(an& I-'ro'e!:.~f»§ha*t)

lii" a stable peace comes to be available
 ‘without prolenged ‘é_:‘f.gughter‘, ‘We bught  to
take advantage of ‘the fact.’ ~It &1l de»p,n@f;

§

H
J

S on whether our Government have means of
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satisfying themselves that the concessions
will be made. I should greatly value your
opinion as to thSB.L77ﬁ/¢m«>zf ﬁf iy i s

I %;igf;;ﬁgt even if the Covernment were
of this (wvlew, they might still be deterred

from acting on it by the prevalence of the

“typical war time view, which is that a war

must be wonrand that a erushing defeat will
produce the lasting peace that we.want.
Therefore it is urgent to give Chemberlain
evidence that he would have suprort in
negotiating.

¥
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s My dear Archbishop,”

March 13th, 1940.

- iany tHenks® fof - your kind-lettervand
yodrgéomhen% 6n my notes on war aims. oI
wish I deserved your 'opinion of my knowledge

of Eutope. “But it gives me the greatest
:iléaéure”fhat*you value my”ag:eemént'with
; you on 80 many points.'

1 am greatly interested  in what you
say as to negotlatlng ‘without- gharantees in
Loh, and T would 1like to ‘say’ almord Oon your
‘question whether T &am suggesting that @
‘donference should e called before the
guarsntees can be shtainea: ©T1 think by
guarénﬁeeé’ybu'méanVacts*andgain.that‘base,

T my answer is fhat—%ﬂsuggest~feelers’
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behind the public scene, and that when these
"have satisfied Halifax that concessions are

Ngenulnely tp follgy,a Lonference, it would

Oobeo rlght “to grant an armlstlce .and enter a

‘Conference; before Germany evagpates Po;and.

pIﬁwWOuldqi§f=CQﬁr§6, be,mora.e;eap_pup;if the
German troops were withdrawn first, and easier
.for thevGevernmenthto.explq;n_thei; action to

our public.-‘fBuﬁ,tQ~wait5£Q§_spoh,a,sﬁgrk

“oconfession of;failureidn,the_pgrt‘of Hitler

would:mean thet. the war would have to Dbe
carried very much further, and I feel that
Af -a: stable pgace;qomes_to,be}avg;lablev

s> without prolongeqpslqgghter,‘wg_gught:to
take :advantage of!fﬁé fact. ., It all depends

on whether our Government have means of



satisfying themselves that the concessions
will be made. I éhould greatly value your
opinion as to th£3347%°4L«Lv17/‘i7 e .

I think that even if the Government were
of this view, they might still be deterred
from acting on it by the prevalence of the
typical war time view, which is that a war
must be won and that a crushing defeat will
produce the lasting peace that we.want.
Therefore it is urgent to give Chamberlain
evidence that he would have support in

negotiating.



COPY
18, Cowley Street,
; London, S.W. 1.

/241 March 19th, 1940.
My dear Culverwell,

I would like to tell you that the Archbishop of York

replied to the point raised by my notes regarding a conference
before German withdrawal of troops from Poland. That will

be the crucial point. The Archbishop said he thought it

would be wrong to enter int& negotiation without action, that
//

all other concessions should be subject to discussion at a

conference, but that the autonomy of Poles, Czechs and Slovaks
should be preliminary.
I replied as enclosed, and I should much like to know

whether you think my reply is the right one.



" Hareh 13th, 1940.

& an ﬂear axchhiaham oL g oo
.. Jany thanks for your kimi lansr and

| ¥our comzent on my notes on war aims. I

Fish 1 desexved your opinion of my knowledge
..9f Burope,  But 1t gives me tho greatest
pleasure that s*ou value my agreement @:53;_3
_you on s0 meny .points.
opop0 1am greatly. S,ntamtad ln what you
m as to negotlating without guarentess in
act, and I would like to say a word on your .
question whether I am suggesting that a . .
Conference should be called before the .

guarantees you mean acts and, in that. case,
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ny swm:is that I sugrest negotiations
behind the public scene, and tmt when these
have sotisfied Halifex' that concessions are
genuinely to follow a Confersnce, it would
be right to enter thé Conference. It would,
‘of ‘6ourse, be more clean out if the Gerran
troops were withdrawn firet, and easier for .
the Governmont to explein their action to
our public. But %6 walt for such astark
eonfedsion of failure on the :'ﬁa"’z"'ﬁ"‘i:sf Hitler
would mear that the war would have to be
“earried Yoty w@iéh fuitler, end I feel that
ir ‘o gtuble pedoe domes to bo available
without prolonged slaughter, we ought to
take advantags of the fact. It all dépends
Ot ‘Whether our Government have meers of
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.satisfying themselves that the coneessions’ =

will be mdcg trons enuboye vimladywes Shivow

(i:;M;;auzd greatly value your opinion as
to thiss \\Immamm even if the Governe
nent werc of this view, they night stlill be
deterred from acting on 1% by the yravaisaée
of the typiocsl war time view, which is that
e war must be won and that a crushing defeat
will produce the lasiling peace that we want.
I had &n interesting talk with Bishop
Rode of lund last week. FHe knows the Gerumans

well. His view is that Cermen fealing will

be hostile to war in the future, however the

war ends. I feel myself that it 1s most
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é:ﬁznbu that Hitler should not get away
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ik s

as M&atﬁa suoy eulsv Titsezn Mﬂmﬁ g > }
| -ameveD $a7 14 sove Gedd seds A oants o
od . ii«t%a 3&&%.{;3’ werld ‘m.‘zv,a;,;i :cf wzmz* én«w
eonslnvesq ofd Yd ¢1 o galles noTd hemmedeb
- #adt ai doldw  welv ould %éw £ﬁﬂ§(§\:ﬁ ot o
mﬂwﬁ snidsyro o 2sdd bus ﬁi@@ aﬁl feun 18w B

agw oW $ads tmm sittdenl edd serheag L[Liw

qodets oftw xu: snldsersdak gz& bed I

WAuTe0 862 awoml e  .deew Feal Huwl o sbofl
| {1y sailest mawsed foi3 wl welv il  JLlew
ef% sevewod  euwvdyt edd al wsw of sildsod e
snon al 3t dou oaym foot I = .abas 70w




7

7

{ £/ - - : v
— F 7.1 g ) Cr (= /0= A & ;
[ =) £ el T e yu
/75 W Cip k o L ;
T e #

LS ’ Bishopthorf:e, /17

ek 2 6 9!
York. f’fﬂ\“ ‘T - _{/ 90

—

\
\

/// ( / )

o WMW”LMW/

Ve e wiifrreced] joeds Gt .
: e o

M“”A//Lwﬁ.mwwzam

fo
;ZZW‘?M S

e T =ca

A R e e e






coPY
Bishopthorpe

‘!ork
4 fpril 1911

My dear Noel Buxton,
You will probsbly think that I sm just falling into

the prejudices which did so wuch harm last tlme, but 1t
(AR e ;

geems to me that this war is guite different from the last

in one vitsl respect: The Government of Germeny that time

had inherited a good many evil traditions. but it was not

formally and publlcly oommlttld to vile principlei, The

present Germen Govérnment 18 so commitied.. I quite ;

recognise that we may be driven, for example 1f Germany

S

R R S—

succeeds in seriously 8 topping our food supply, to make
peace with Hitler; Dbut I can't bring myself to begln
considering what kind of a@ace I should be prepared to
make with him ss thingse e tand now. I have always
wanted a statement of principles of peace-msking, which
might asppeal to all1l that 18 reasonable in Germany behind
Hitler's back, but I have also equally thought that we ought
to mmke clear thet we could not volunterily enter into
eny negotiations with him or any of his gang.

I do not know how far y-u sgree with this, but the



e
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draft ;ou huve sent me eeems to imply & quite different
view, I think that if Hitler is still in control of
Germany after pesce is made, hit whole history as well

28 hie beliefs would mske @ renewal of war in a compare

stively short time yuite inevlitable, But I think that
our f silure to sppesl to Germsny, %o to spesk, over his
nhead, hes been a reslly sreast psychologlesl aid politicsl
blunder, 1 suppose 1t is due to the fuct that the Cabinet

has nover been sble to azvee what appeal to mske,
Youré very eincerely,

(signed) "illiam Ebor.




Bishopthorpe,
York.

}
/
\ 4 April 1941

My dear Noel Buxton,

You will probably think that I am just falling into
the preJudlces Wthh dia s0 muchvggrm lst time, but it
seems to me that this war is quite differeqt from the last
in one vital respect: The Goverment of Germany that time
had inherited a good many evil traditions, but it was not
formally and publicly com@%pfedwto vile principles. The
present Cerman Government is so committed. I quite
recognise that we may be driven, for example if Germany
succeeds in seriously stopping our food supply, to make
peace with Hitler ; but i & can;} brlng mybelf to begin
con31dering What kind of Deéce I should be prepared to

make with hlm as things stand now. I have always waqted

a statement of prlnc1nles of peace-maklng which might

anpeal to all that is reasonable in Germany behind Hitler's
back, but I have also quite equally thought that we ought
to make it clear that we could not voluntarily enter into

any negotiations with him or any of his gang.

I do not know how far you agree with this, but the



draft you have sent me seems to imply a quite different
view. I think that i{mgitlgr is still in _control of
Germany after peace is made his whole nistqukaszweél

as his beliefs: would make a renewal of war in a compar-
atively short fiﬁé quiteﬂinevitable. But I think that
ogﬁmfiiigyg to appeallthq§rmqu?so to speak.over his

head, has been a reallng?eéi psychologiqgl and political
blunder. Uwiw§gggéée it is due to the fact that the Cabinet

has never beeﬁ»able”tqmagree what appeal to make.

Yours very sincerely,
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