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June 19th, 1918.

Déar Runeiman,

[ We feel it our duty to lay before you our view
regarding the influenee of the Liberal Partiy in reference
to War Poliey and War Aims, We desire t0 express our
thanks for the serviees you have done in eounteracting the
defeetion of supporters of the Liberal Party whieh is
taking place owing to the widespread feeling that the
Liberal Party has failed to express the Liberal view in
regard to the war,

We are fully eonsecious of the diffieulty of
going bejond the leader of the Party in expressing opinion
during the present erisis and we speecially appreeiate the
independence and,couragé whieh you have shown in deprecating
the ecommittal of this country to extravagant aims in regard
to Alsaee~Lorrains,

There is a wide-spread feeling that not only
is inaction a national disaster, it is endangering the
future of the Liberaltﬁgzzagéaktiz‘desire sarnestly to

suggest that you and your eolleagues, Wwhose anxiety must be



-

-
at least as greal as our owi, should realise the neeessity of
freely expressing the Liberal view and of refusing to be

bound to silenee by the individual opinion of the present Leader

of the Party. ;Z

Party truece, Liberals are responsible for the present War Aims
Propaganda ;onducted largely in its own interest by the
Governmenﬁfpfopaganda whieh ineludes the exhibition of pietures
of atrooitiés in the publie post offiees and whieh is Justified
by Lord Beaverbrook on the ground that Liberals are equally
responsible w1th Conservatives for its maintenanes.
Meanwh&le, we understand that Mre. Asquith's intention
js to express his ditferenee from Bovernmental War Poliecy as
soon as the publié has suffieiently shown its movement in that
direetion, The material for sueh a Movement has alrsady shown
itself, but it evidently eannot become Yooal shile thel resporsible

Liberal Legderéﬁigitorwhiﬁhiit has been aceustounsd to 1look,

_remains silents |

**“W%Maremasniain4%o greater sarvinaf'aould be rendered

to the Country and to the Party than that you and your collsagues



v

should ,nff freely and aetively express the views at whieh yo

have yourself already hinted.
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