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FOREIGN OFFICE, S,W,1l.
27th June, 1924,
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Meny thanks for your letter of the 25th, regarding the
gfﬁer-Allied Commission at Sofisa, The position as it has

been put to you constitutes a curious instance of the

constant manner in which our action in Bulgarias is

misrepresented, and of how French and Italian influences at
Sofia always endeavour to throw discredit on us where no
discredit is due,. The facts of the case are as follows:-

(1) As you are doubtless aware it was the British
delegate who took the lead in securing a reduction of the
reparation burden on Bulgaria, and he is almost solely
responsible for the satisfactory agreement that was reached
under this heading.

(2) Sir Elliot Colvin, in striking contrast with his
French and Italian colleagues, has always been very careful
not to abuse his position in Buigaria, and has as a matter
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of fact on his personel initiative and without saying
anything about it refused to accept a very large proportion
of the sslary that was due to him, The French and
Italians have, however, behaved in a very different manner
at Sofia, and you are doubtless aware of their exactions

in the early stages in connection with the requisitioning
of accommodation.

(3) Sir Elliot Colvin has of late been urging upon
us the necessity of reducing the Commission, and has
himself offered to resigne. He is of opinion that the
work of the Commission should now be carried on by the
Assistant Commissioners and that there is no need for the
Commissioners themselves to continue either their
functions or their emoluments.

, (4) This attitude on his part was bitterly resented
by his French and Italian colleagues, who did not iﬁ the
least wish to resign or to lose their present salaries.
They realised, however, that if they merely opposed
Colvin's suggestion that the three Commissioners should
be withdrawn they might be accused of exploiting Bulgaria
for the purpose of their own pocket. They therefore
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endeavoured to spike Sir Elliot Colvin's guns by saying
that, although they considered that the Commission must
remain on as at present constituted for an indefinite
period, yet they were of‘opinion thet once the Commission
was dissolved the emoluments of the Agssistant Commissioners
who would then carry on should be reduced far below the
figure which Sir Elliot Colvin himself suggested.

(5) Sir Elliot Colvin pointed out that considersable
work remained to be done which was not of an entirely
technical character, and that it would be impossible %o
secure the services of any relisble officials to take on
the work unless an adequate salary were provided. The
French and Italian representatives, being perfectly
determined to postpone as long as possible their own
resignation, opposed this contention and argued that by
the time thet they themselves resigned there would only
remain purely technicel business to be transacted, and
that such technical business could be carried out by

officisls drawing a very small salary. I% is in this way
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thet we have the difference between the £9,000 proposed by
France and Italy and the £12,500 proposed by Sir E. Colvin.

We are now examining, in consultation with the
Tressury, the question whether the salaries proposed by
Sir Elliot Colvin for the Assistant Commissioners can in
any way be reduced. Our Minister at Sofia agrees with
Colvin that it will be impossible to obtain the services
of any decent official on the small salary suggested by
the French and Italians, What we should like to do, of
course, would be %o accept the French and Italien figures,
and at the same time to insist that the French and Italian
Commissioners should immediately offer to retire even as
Colvin has offered. I am not sure, however, whether this
will be feasible, but I am certain that Colvin's attitude
throughout'this business has been all that could be desired
and tﬁat the behaviour of the French and Italians is

completely cynical and unscrupulous.
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