L= 14, Great College Sireet,
Westminster.

August 1914.

e — Re—

Dear Sir,

There are very many thousands of people in the country, who are
profoundly dissatisfied with the genera] course of policy which precede d the
war. They ére feeling that a dividing pcint has come in national history,
that the 0ld traditions of secret and class diplomacy, the old control of
foreign policy by a narrow cligue, and the power of the armament organisations
have got henceforth 4o be combatted by a great and conscious and directed
effort of the democracy.

We are anxious to take measures which may focus this feeling, and
help 40 direct public policy on broad lines which may build up on a more
secure and permanent foundation the hopes which have been shattersd for our
generation in the last month,

The objects we have in view are:-

(1) To secure real parliamentary control over foreign policy, and

to prevent it being again shaped in secret and forced upon the

country as an accomplished fact.

(2) When peace returns, to open direet and deliberate negotiations

with democratic parties and influences on the Continent, so as %o

form an international understanding depending on popular parties

rather than on governments.

(3) To aim at securing such terms that this war will not either

through the humiliation of the defeated nation or an artifiecial
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re-arrangement of frontiers merely become the starting point for
15 new national antagonisms and future wars.
When the time is ripe for it, but not before the country is secure
from danger, mestings will be organised and speakers provided. But the

immediate nesd is in our opinion %o prepare for the issue of books, pamphlets

and leaflets dealine with the course of recent policy and suggesting the lines

of action for the future. Measures are being taksn to prepare these at once,

and they will be ready for publication when the proper opportunity cccurs.
Fer this purpese we shall be glad cof any subscription which you can spare,

’ and would like to know if you are willingz to support us in this effort, in

L. order that we may communicate with you as occasion arrives.

There may bs other ways in which voluntary help may be of valus,

We shall be glad of the names and addresses of any of your friends who you

think are likely %o share the views expressed in this letter.

Yours faithfully,

Hon, Sec, and Treasurer (70)
P.8. Replies should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary. ;



wWs the undersigned desirse to urge that in the interests of
intornational peale the question of the disposal cf Western
Thrace should be reconsidered, The cession of Western Thrace
to Greece was unjust and unwise for two reoascons i

oy

(1) Two thirds of the populaticn wepre bitterly opposed to 144

During the French cocupation of this province, they clearly

sxpressed thelr views, and since the Grec: cccupation a large
proportion of thew have taken refuge in Bulgaria. §

(2) It cut off Bulgaria from her only territorial cutlet to

the Aegean S€&, without which her sconomic life cannot be

fully developed, and .this. slthough Pulgaris had signed the
Peace Treaty on the strength of ihe understanding that thils
territory should De placed under Tnternational control, With-
out such access Bulgaria will ;be. thrown back on the Central
Powers for.the provisien eof its economic neeads, 008

3

A commercial outlst through Greek territory can never be
satisfactory, owing 1o the intense hostility which has always.
prevailed and which, unfortunately. still prevaiis be tween.
Bulgarians and CGreeXxs. Lo

The present aituation In Greecs, and  the widespread demand
among our Allies for a revision o the Treaty of 5eVres, appaarﬂ
to us to provide a favourable opportunity for making a fregh
settlement in Thrace, and We re gpectfully urge upon g, 1, 6, and
the League of Nations the desirability, in the intorests oY
future Leace, of satlsfylng the legitimate aspirations of the
large non-Gresk majority. hoth Cnristian and Mosléli, 4
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Foreign Office,
SW.l.

June 24th 1924.

: I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ramsay Macdonald to A
lrécknowledge the receipt of your letter (EB/BEW) of the 4th instant, E%
, )

in which it is suggested thats His Ma jesty's Government should

nom nate the Armenian (Lord Mayor 's) Fund as & special body to deal

I———————_—

IR Lt

w1th “the scheme reeeﬁ%ly put forward for the settlement, in Trans-

caucasia, of certain Armenian Refugees now 1n Greece and elsewnere,

énd;té“makefa public appeal for funds for the scheme with official

f authorisation. ‘-

2. I gm “to inform you in reply that, provided that it is ¢

: understood aﬁd made clear that His Ma jesty's government can accept

\ .no responsibility whatever for the success of the scheme or for the

%\ - disposal of any funds wnich may be subscribed, Mr. Ramsay M&cdcnald

ﬁ‘g is prepared to agree to the proposal put forward in your letter

¢ :
o W under reply. Y
5 It should be added, however, that from the very little k

{nformation that His Majesty's Government have been able to obtain fﬁ}

regarding the sardarabad settlement scheme, they are by no means ;3‘

‘I.atisfied that the proposal has been properly investigated or is 3 €

capable of practical execution, It is on account of their misgivings 3'

cn this score that they must decline to accept any moral or financial

responsibility for the progeet.

gir,
Your ebedient ssrvant,

apd D SRS

: ihs becretary,

menien (Lord Mayor ‘g) Fund
& “96, 1et®riaYSt»reet, .

e : sw oo
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