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Dear Lord Noel-Buxton,

I have been travelling - with the result that your letter
of the 28th May has only just reached me here. I was much interested
: to read the enclosure on war aims, with which I am fundamentally
| in agreement. gince you &asr—for couments, I will give them
1 briefly.

7 e e A Wnile your opening paragraph may have been designed to
gﬂ smooth the way for reasonable consideration of the question in this
country, 1its opening clause hardly corresponds to the strategic
~ replities either of the existing oT The prospective situation,
*Phtil people are prepared to recognise these, only the most reasonable
among them are likely to give due weight to the geheral argument.
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1 & 7
75‘%{2‘% W 4s regards your second p§,1=agrap}1,§<l wonder if the opening
- clause if justified. However dim may be our prospects of decisive
. p#~C viectory, in the absence of any revolutionary invention, we have a
1 . very strong "nuisance value" so long as we are undefeated. And Hitler
?éﬂaﬁnay well reslise this. Whatever his pathological state in respect
g of matters of war, he weuldinot seem to be half as crazy as many of
M our own lesding spirits - and more conscious of theé common
consequences of a long-drawn attrition struggle. Indéed, it has
seemed to me that he has been trying to find a way out of the hole
ever since the 2nd Septemper, 1959 - &altiougn Talling to understand
what was necessary in view of the emotional CONTITION n€ lad
aroused here.

ﬁgﬂ&gle With your third paragraph I would emphatically agree - it
aH is very shrewd and sound psycliology.
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Totnes,
_ Devon,
j ‘}’,/” 16th June, 1941.
Lord “oel Buxton, “
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Dear Lord Noel-Buxton,

I have just received your letter of the 1°th and will.

nurétwo questions.

attempt to answer brlef1y~‘

ﬁdm%hg |

Ky Y uy
1 think that a Hroceqs of "s'nmgrlnr
ps.lpc,ble state of sta.le“.ate
at settlemmﬂ+ = =

gt leading to &

do

(3? ‘Ztﬁfré&' s the.secoé%igg°st1)n I should judge that

QL) i #ries with his Suates of mind - that at ane -

1= r1ike to find & way of getting out of the war,

and gtlunotner — when ingensed by a fresh rebuff, or elate
: iph ="7e is @Hpued to go on to coqs €te the

picture of bringing oW THE Hritigh Funire. 411 the signs,

t1erts autltude

since the 1s€*§”§?§Eper’ 1939, seem to indicate this

alternation of mood. btheIWlSSM_it is hard for anyone who
ratecTegchances, and’of the
%“bo explain the

has made & sober calculafion o GtoE o
5

great superiority of the forces at his command

rst taking account of tne aqmcsohere

,W?ngﬁd@ any attempt

repeated hegitations he has shown.
S

Yours sincerely,

F.8. It might interest you to hsve the enclosed proof of
an article recently written - actually as a section of G

Lo

200k "The Strategy of Indirect 4ppros ca";f’"“'<“'

571 -

st - O T s
e SOCTTTTEIT S Y. Tine.,
S




High Wray House,
Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.

19th August, 1943.
Dear Lord Noel-Buxton,

Forgive my ‘delay in replying to-your letter of 'the 28th July,
but I have been very rushed recently. "

Most of the things I have written in the last year have been
of a technical nature, but you might like %o see the enclosed copy

of some reflections on "Sgggﬂggﬂ;ﬂnd_Enligy“, which I wrote and
eent to various people, including Eden, early in July. ‘
. I also enclose & copy of & rather interesting letter of the
7th August I had on the same subject from & g801d] friend. I

I have not yet been able to get hold of the "Contemporary Review"
for July. I suppose you have not got & copy you could just lend me
for a few days? Otherwise I will try to see it at the Athenaeum
when next in London. :

With all good wigies,

Yours sincerely,

Lord Noel-Buxton,
Crosslee Hotel,
Woking,

Surrey.
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High Wray House,
Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.

3rd July, 1944.

Dear Lord Noel-Buxton,

1
\

Many thanks for sending me a copy of your speech in the

Foreign Affairs Debate of the 25th May. I read it with wuch 5
interest, and admired the statesmanlike way it dealt with the Jf

The only points which I would query were in the introd-
uctory rem8rks, where you arguedy,.first, that there must be
an "absolutely paralysing"dj % _of Germany;-—and
that she must be made to suppry. +amour
eksewhere. While these demandse maj - e OTE ~-
surface, experience seems to me to raise considerable doubt as
to their wisdom. - '

Ha&RV € 56

St vy T .
o _restore devacetatip

PSP WAL W I % W

) latter condition virtually amounts to the condemnation
rfﬁfwm section of the population to a long-term period of

3 It is not easy to see how the selection could be
. while it is much easier to see the complications
tha arise. Beyond that, there is an important difference
between wartime measures and peacetime measures. Is it desirable
that the Allied nations should take a step which would be equiv-

alent to the resurrection of slavery as a recognised institution?

s TS A

AS to the former condition, complete disarmament, it seems to
me that the experience of such unilateral disSarmam after the
last War raised multiple doubts as to its wisdom, which are
increased by the particular circumstances that are likely to arise
from the establishment of Russian military domination of Europe.
By the suppression of the military profession in Germany, we may
merely drive its members abroad - as we did to a lesser extent

g fter-the 1ast War = t0 become trouble-makers in other countries,
where they will find scope for their professional knowledge until,
as time passes, they again find opportunity in their own land.

(7 The attemgt to suppress the German General Staff after the

/ last War has always seemed to me one of the most futile provisions

— ' of the peace Treaty - for while you can abolish armaments, you
cannot abolish thought. By attempting to suppress organs of
thought, you merely drive them underground, and make them much more
active than if they were encased in a conservative institution such
e a Wer BYTIEE——
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The solution that seems to offer most hope, and least
danger, would be a federégggg;gggﬂggté;n Europe that included
the Germans. That“solution, however, would forfeit much of
its security value if they only came in after their defensive
strength had béen destroyed, and their spirit embittered by
another vindictive peace and prolonged occupation. On the other
hand, it would obviously be better if they were brou%ht into the

gfederation as several states, instead of as a solid Germany".
gS%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁTﬁ“ﬁ?@ﬁf”ffﬁﬁ”a way of procuring this, in favourable
tconditions, by holding out the offggmogMgggghmsmhﬁrship as

w—— —————

a contrast to the more drastic treatment that would be imposed

s

on & Germany that remained integrated.

1 take this opportunity of sen@l%§w¥pu a copy ogﬁgﬁfggg;cle
that I wrote recently on the lessony he occ O 0 Gergggi::)
after the last War - as it may be of interesit~ : ,

@F,ié%ﬁwm%ﬂﬁgéﬂﬁ? With all good wishes,

* } /{;“”f Yours sincerely,

Lord Noel-Buxton,
402, Hood House,
Dolphin Square,
London,S.W.1l.

A Rl You might like to see the enclosed note of mine on the
”%k best method of ensuring int i{onal setuxity. 1
%: should welcome your commenis. S
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erican Precis (American Outpost ) 6. Se 41.

. According to vVolney Hurd (Wrul August lst),
-~ the Christian Science Monitor's correspondent
Patmore, has reported the terms of the "FPemce

"ankars diplomatic circles say this offer is as

actmu as anything can be these days, until of ficlal

stetements are relsased. These terms, which are sald to
be those which von Papen has offered to the Dritlsh, are
en example of Hitler's mastery of what to offer and what
to hold baek:

"g) Belgium, the Netherlands, and Norway to be éntirely
libersted and made gones of British influences

b) The EBritish Empire tc be left intact.

¢) 4n independent Czech state to be restored but without

8 lovekig.

d) Poland to be liberated, exeeprt for the Fclish industrial
area, which formerly belonged to Germany.

e) The Ukraine to become an autonomous state, but remain
inside the Cerman economic srhere.

) Russisg be dlvided up into separate provinces under
diréc T control.

"In disposing of Belgium, NHorwey, Hollaend, and Czechoslovakis,
Hitler frees himself of reglons wherve anti-liez : o
has become unbearable, but w Leh he could t. at wlil once he
had established his kind of peace and stopped bpritish and U.Se
arme productlons :

"ghe ezl concept of hurope, being based on control of the
industries, wonld make the rest of the continment dependent

on Cermany. Hitler's peace olfer would surrender nothing

of real lmportancee. —
"His remaining demands are based on vietory over Ruseis, and
British and U.Ss support for this®.

Hurd then pointed out that Frence, the balkans, and
Italy are not mentioned gmhably because they are already
decmed part of Hitler's "New Order". He concluded sarcastically,
"with the present news frm the Russian front we ecan hardly
blame Hitler for trying".(his peace ofrfensive).

The subtlety of this propagande aimed at possible
nx;:iwemumat elements in Britein end the U.S. did nct escape
n C8. : :
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OHURGHILL XN HIS BOCK "GREAT CONTEMPORARIES" -

tgitler's success, and indeed his survival as a
political force, would not have been possible but for
the lethargy and folly of the French and British Gov-
ernmente 6ince The war and especially in the last
three years, 1932-35.

\g%fglgggggw@ttem t was made to come to terms with
the various moderate governments of Germany which
existed under a Parliamentary system. For a long
time the French pursued the absurd delusion that they

could extract indemnities from the Germans in order
to compeneate them for the devastation of the war.

Figures of reparation payments were adopted, not
only by the French, but by the British, which had no
relation whatever to any process which exists, or
could ever be devised, of transferring wealth frof one
community to another,

To enforce submis®ion to these senseless demands,
French armies occupied the Ruhr in 1923, ~To recover
even a tenth of what was originally demanded, an Intér-
Allied Board, presided over by an able American, Sup€rI-
vised the internal finances of Germany for geveral
years, thus renewing and perpetuating the utmost bitter-
ness in the minds of the defeated BRI veks =

"Even while Germany was receiving great benefits
by the loans which were made 10 her, Hitber's movement
gained each week life and force from irritation at
Allied interference."



Ny

B.H.LH,
{ WHAT IS THE BEST METHOD (F ENSURING ig;?ma‘tx ONAL SECURITY

iy~

1, The experience of this %War has eonfirmed the cxgerum of the
last, that defence is in itself much etronger than attack, gxgept
¥here a big superiority in special defence~breaking weapons is
yoBsessed by the attacker.

2, Experience has alsc shown that such weapons have to be employed
on a big scale to have any decisive effect, and that the scale is all
the h:gggcz- in proportion as the defender possesses adecuate "anti.

An understanding of the basic conditions of modern warfare suggestsy
therefore, that the basic conditions of security are:.

1, 7The agreed abolition of the types of weapons that have become
necewBaTy, OF BYE likely to become necesSary, for defence-breaking
fmasu. Such weapons are tanks, artillery, and bombers, The

i8t may be extended to embrace rocket types of weapon.

2. The preservation of the types of weapon that are primarily an aid
to defensive etrength, and that would tend to establish the
supremacy of the defence, if the more shattering types of weapon
weré abolished, Such primarily defensive types include small arms
(rifles, machine guns, ete), and single-seat fighters - which ave
necesdary %o counter the possible conversion of eivil transport
aircraft into improvised bowbers. The list might be extended to
embrace antietank and anti-aircraft guns of small calibre, fireéng

—projectiles capable of disabling an improvised armoured wvehicle
or an aircraft, but not sufficient to overcome groops who are
behind cover in & trench or pill box, :

that would have the right to visit any military establishment th

in any country, without previous notice, e

2, &)1 airports and military tzaining grounds to be "open" - i,.e,
'planes of any nationality $o have the right of landing at any airport
in other gountries, and journalists, etc, of any nationality to have
the right of vieiting by traifiing grounde in other countries,

Under these conditions ¥ould be almost imposeible for weapons
of the defence-breaking tyg“ to be produced, tested, and their crews
trained, without the fact becoming known - at any rate on any a.;cwﬁmq
scale. Thesg ¥ond itTome &Y mpler in design,and would be much
gimpler to apply, than those of any other scheme of security that has
been suggested - such as the oréation of an Internationad joyce, etc,
It i® worth nmote that this method of gqualitatiVe-diserfament was sugg-
ested at an early stage of the Disarmament Conl B 0f 1932;. then
it oame to be adopted in principle in April 1932; then its practical
adoption was delayed the technical cuibbles of the military advisers
of some of the national delegations (who were naturally disinclined to
see the offensive power of their forces nullified and their professional
opportunity restricted.) The argument was still proceeding when the
Nazi regime came into power in Germany, and political factors then led
to the breakdown of the Disarmament Conference as a whole., Buv the
value of the principle that was 8o nearly established can be seen in
retrospect - when we realise that each of the military sSuccesses sube
seently gained by aggressive Eowxl -~ in China, Abyssinia, Spain,
poland, and most of all, in the 1940 campuest of the West, were achieved
through the use of the very weapons that it had been proposed to abolish
throughout the world, under the qualitative principle. If Such weapons

P.T.0,

1. The agreed establishment of an International Commission of nsggeti; ’
]
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