;;,; Edward 5@ to Lord'btek.qnson:
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..e...ﬁelating to a recent visit ta Kagedonia, Mr Haskell
saz’ys " Por 2V years I lived in Salonica as an itinerant

mis‘sionary of the “engragaticnal or "American Board of

/ 'aissxons located at 14 Beacen S5t,, Bostonm, liass, One of the
, aistriqts where our work was strongest and which we

E & '»xapngat visited was Stroumitze,

/ 7 m I first visited this district in I.Btz?; there were

/‘ ; -ii;E?a.ngallGal Churches already established in the city and tha

/I villages of Mourtino and lMonospitovo, 5+6 miles sway, as
S well as a small commbnity at Velyousa., lLater I was
instrumentel in estabdlishing = flourishing church at
; % Goleshino 9 miles from the eity.

 phe district was assigned to Bulgaria by the twaﬁy of

" Bukares in 1913, but was giver to Yugoeslavia in 1919, It

A " always was Bulgarian except for the Turks, many of whom

~ ' moved away after the Balkan wars,
For & Lime after the Serbian annexation the Bulgarian

\ woommittee” kept up its organisation in the district and

bands of "Komitadjis" visited 1t from time to time, The
hapless inhabitants paid taxes to the Serbs amd foreed

report the visit of a band, and the Gov ©  somehow learned
of it, dire punishment with tortures was visited upon them.

£ they reported to the Govt the band took savage
vengesnce . f

Fipally the people found it infolerable to live under
two goverments =nd notified the "comnittee" that if more
bands visited the district the inhabitants wonll Jjoin the
$roops in driving them out. I am positively and credibly
informed that no insurgents have been in the Stroumitsa
region for at least five years. Yet the people are
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contributions to the "organisation”. If they failed to e s
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treated with the utmost suspicion and severity.The Govi :
opends large am unts on sples and secret police, as well ;

28 on garrison and regular police, Naturally secret agents -
wish ‘te justify their salaries by reporting all sorts
of iw{sgirmry plpts and the process intensifies suspicions
and repressions.
/// I ha-ii nn opportunity to visit points in the interior
iﬂbﬁ-ﬁit&d by Bulgarians under Greek rule, But the

Cm————

'a.tmsphm geemed to me freer in Greece, I arrived in Salonica
the R&Gmiﬂg of May I3 at B.,15 and left next ﬁay at 10,20, 1 wa
ns‘k/ rsquimd to rsgistar at 2 police station nor to obtain

: a /pelias permit to leave the city or countrye.
| I /}xaé a Yugaslav visa from ithens %o remain six months in the
;ﬁp ntry. HSaturally my passport was examined at the border

'l
i

_,‘,@n entering, lay 1&., On leaving the train at Stroumitza stati
[ {m or three hours from the city by auotl) a soldier demanded
// my passport, wrote docn particulars, amd returned it. 4s

~ our aute with five passengers passed thoough Valandove &

t soldier halted it and looked over the travelling papers of
natives and foreigners, I went to the home of an old

/i friend at Stroumitza - 2 man who had served me as errand

} ~, boy and buyer at Salonies when a boy and whom I had

f o encouraged to get a secondary edieation, He was delighted to

h see me and, altho admitting that my stay might cause him

: "\»\_ some mplsaasmméa on the part of the authorities, hewould

not let me go to an hotel.

I had not seen Stroumitza since it was Bulgarian ferritory

in November 1914, My host sald we better go at once b

amounce my arrival to the authorities. Under the dictatore A
ship, officials do not have the same titles as under eivilised 5‘
government, but he who corresponds %o chief of pollice was
courteous, He said if I wished to visit any viliage I must

‘ ' give notice before starting. Aleso must come to him before
| leaving the ecity for any point. Particualrs of Jpsssport were

5
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were registered in a book, When 1 left the morning of the
I6th, it was recorded that 1 was going to Skopliye, and at

‘the edge of the city a soldier stopped the auot and looked !

over all travelling pspers., At Skopliye my pass was
recorded on arrival and on k aving.

At Stroumitza, I associated almost wholly with old friends
part of whom I have known fpom childhood. I found that

Serbian is taught exclusively in the schools ami Bnlgariaa
spoken in the homes ani streets & and the s}hil:iran do not

T T —

————

know either langu:ige welll The teachers often ask the ciild=-

umt a;Whey apswer "We are Macedcnians ". The ‘;l
teachers angrily answer "No, you are born Serbians, you _ .

1 _es™

little rascals,” ‘
Financial stggBation is very bad, as everywhere, but taxes |
are ruthlessly exmte& the oxen of thepeasants beingsold
and the owners sometimes lmprisoned $ill they borrow the

money 1o puaye A woman whom I knew came from a village
when I was there. Her oxen had been impounded thebday

- pefore znd her som imprisoned that morning. She asks for

& loan of 50 dinars with wheih she hoped to get the oxen
free to go on with the farm work, As she could not ge % the
loan I gave her the money. A village depubation had gone
$0 Skopliye to beg higher autherities fto spare their omen
I did not learn the result, llogt of the Serbians of the
district are well-paid and well-dressed offieials, wile
the Bulzarian population is thisaém and ragged.

Some friends invited me to thelr homes and some cilled
on me, Tux saying they dared not invite me, The Serbians
detest having foreigners come around and seeing the
situation, They maltreat those whom they suspect of

telling the truth to foreigners, iy friends in the oity

advised me not to go to any viliages as the people might suffe

after I left. It also seemed best that
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that I make no publiec address though they would have
loved to hear me preach again. Probably I visited this

region = hundred $imes under the rile of shdul Hamid
without feeling the weight of constraint and fear that
now oppressed my friends and myself. They do not dare to
ecorrespongd with Bulgaria so I do not know vhether any
evil results followed my visit. My sole object in
going was tosee the faces of people whom I ;ove once more
pefore they and I die

E ///)\
It is my duty to record the worst religious mm@
ef which 1 kggg:§§§§§§§;§§§g;a = and in some ras§e¢ts worse
then Bussian, I preface with an explanation. zzati?e'
Hissionaries of the Americon Board and their/associates /"
established churehes ( always called "evangelical' and ! ‘i\‘i m\%»?
not congregational! at the city of Radovish { now * Radov~ ‘; o
oshta'), the city 7f Stroumitza, and the near village O e § .8
of linospitove in =bout 1889 to I89I. Str umitza is |
about 60 wiles almost directly north of Salonica and
Radovishta is I8 miles ¥,7 of Strpumitza. A good church

was in existence 2t Hourtino near Stroumnitza in 1893 i ? ﬁ
end another was established at Uoleshino about 1911, Thus m 5"%

'
when the Serbians annexed these placges in 1919 or 1920 the L <5 1
Evangelical churches had existed for mearly a generatiaa

WN@‘ s

There also was a church at zﬁsnastir {low Bitolyal ané. a
regular service, with a paster, at Uskub (Skopliye i
After these pluces passed into Serbian hands it was
evident that missionaries frou Bulgaria eould not visit
them. As the ‘merican lethodist Episcopal Church had work

in Yugoslavia, mm an Amrim superintendent in charge,
the American Board requested the lethodist Board to take

over the work in llagedonia {"South Sar&ia*,) anl this was
earried out about 1922, There was an ordained pastor

[



at Stroumitza who performed marriages, baptisms, eto. He Imd
been Temkoff and became Temkoviteh.

ibout 192( the Serbian authorities ammounced that because
\-___—’-—‘“m"
thr Méthodist Episcopal Church is not *pgoognised” in Yugo-

slavia, its pastors must perform no more baptisms and mrr=
\/ =

' jages. This seeas %o have bee: the first step in a systematic
effort to destroy the churches. s Radovishta had been

\—‘___—’____’_’—”—'—A
weakened by removals all possible pressure was put on there
first. One evening a bomb was thrown against the Church
N

building, in which the wmarried preacher had a room. He
dared not sleep there after this and nolt long aﬁer, the
church building was se% ot nizht and no one whlowed
40 try to extinguish the flaumes, so that the furnituve,
the harmonium and preacher's library were destroyed. Ho
Macedcnian doubts that Government agenis threw the bomb and
lighted the fire. The Methodist Mhurch has now a Yugoslav
subject s Superintendent of its Hission ‘§m on his last two
vigits to R&ée?iaiita he has been ordered by the loeal
authorities to take t e mext bus out of the citye.

A few zaénths ago it was proelaimed thail al 1 marriages
ans barkisms performed by Methodists since the Serbians
armexed this territory are mull and void =nd must be
performed anew by priests of the Bastern Orthodox Church, Thus
| people who have been mrried for & or 9 years find themselves
urmarried and their children illegitimntes. In this I thi k
the Serbian tyranny oubtdoes the Bolshevik.

A few days before my arrival ihe grandson of a deceased
prodestant friend of mine from Mourtino was killed in an

automobile accident, He was of the third generation of
Protestants in that village. Yet the evangelical peeacher

was not allowed %o bury “him and the ceremony was performed

by an orthodox priest.
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Learningthat the lutheran “Yhurch is recognised in
f

Yugoslavia, and $hat it has a ®lovene bishop, the Stroumitza
Proiestants investigated the possibility of uniting with it.
I learned that they dlscovered that it rill not & a:g;Lgmé'

that Erctestan’sism iz to M&mwﬂ out in ”Seuth Servia”, and

R S TR T e P
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the people t»ught that they must be Yerbian Yrthedox
Christians "48 their ansestors were" (sic’. Lj k

0f course things are worse under the ziietatcrshig than L

they wouid be otherwise. One cannot Mpsal to the
constitution, which grants religlous liberty, because

¢ 28 ~

the constitution is abrobated, The will of the Hans ab L
instructed %o apply the steamroller,.

I hesitate about sending you this letter, If I am
quoted the Serbs will Jmow that 1 got my infermation
from the Protestants of Stroumitza and Skop¥iye amd may furthe
restrict their liberties or imprison and torhére some of
them. Tenkovitch....is now in Skopliye while
Dggkaloviteh formerly at Radovisb when the “hurch was
burned is at Stroumitza. He told me that he fears for his
life, When I was there the widow of a preacher who has been
leadins meetings at Velyousal where she walks from the city
“unday mornings! was warned by a “erblan woman friendly %o
her, not to go any more as a ééamémgrin imd been
gset o kill her or do something worse.to her.

/ Erﬁaskell goes on to ask for League intervention, provided

his friends san be safezuarded or not be placed in 2 worse
positien. e..de ends by saying that the Orthedex -

M
are anong the worsi 3yies upon and persecutors oi these

harmiess folke

o

W

Bl
£

Shtip and ®kopliiye is the law, Ané they seem to have been r gk
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Dear Lord Noel-Buxton,

I return herewitlr’the document you gave me to
read with apologies fop” the blue pencil notes. I mis-
laid it that first day and have only Jjust retrieved it.
Ihwould.make the following comments:

askell/s visit took p%ace four years ago.
I have no doubt there fébmu;hggggggrzg_ggat

Haskell reports but it certainly is not all truth and I

fancy that the adherents of his American Evangelical

Mission were pro-Bulgar in the sense that their educa-

tion and training were acquired during the Bulgar

predominance in Macedonia. Their information would

consequently be biassed, and aim at making things out
§

to be worse than they are.

But I think that Hagkell's chief error is to

tunes of his chureh to religious
e

per i Though what Sitters tells you must

also be taken with a grain of salt, since no national

Church. o o B

The Lord Noel-Buxton,
¢/o H.M.Legation,
SOFIA.
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church likes rivals any more than the Anglican Church

loves chapels and so forth, I have no doubt in my own

mind whatsoever that those misfortunes were not the out-
come of religious but of political persecution. 5y

may be taken for granted that forty years ago these

\
American Mission Churches were established under Bul-
— Ty
garian auspices and as such were regarded as centres of
—— |

\

anti-Serb propaganda. Hence the persecution. What

Sitters said about their having faded out through A
\

‘internal inanition was probably only so far true that

£

ZZZ7 /  the authorities, both spiritual and lay, being hostile
¢ L Sty e s LI
the population considered it wiser to abstain from i

eitH;;~;€E€Ha§ﬁ55~6;ﬁgag;;;;£tion. |

I am sure you had a very inteyfffiggajggzney
and I hope only that it was not too fatiguing. 1t is
a cougffz—ﬁifgﬂg_ggﬁure, 1f eonly it‘can get peace and |
be allowed - by Serbs and Bulgars , by pro-Serbs and |
pro-Bulgars, or by ltaly and such like big fishers in

Troubleds «.c sienis

|
A




troubled waters - to settle down, free from political
distraction, to that material effort which is needed for
its development and prosperity after its nightmare of

-
the past fifty years.

l/’? /MW
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WAR AIMS.

pr

Hitler proved himself a dangerous aggressor by invading
Poland, and we had to resist. Even those who think that

Germany had a case, which ought to have been recognised, con~

Jgider that Hitler's crime threw our own wrong-doing into the

o

shade.

The public realises what it is fighting against, but not
what it is fighting for. It accepts the reasoning of Harold
Nicolson's "WHY BRITAIN IS AT WAR", and of Lord ILloyd's "THE
BRITISH CASE"; but it is vague as to the settlement which it

wishes to establish.

Being at war, we are moved by the instinctive determination
to win, and our British optimism leads us to think vaguely that
the war menace will be finglly removed by giving the Germans the

experience of another crushing defeat.

Our positive object must, of course, be to abolish the
menace of war. We are not very clear as to the meens of securing
this object; but if peace can only be secured by a crushing

victory, we must endeavour to get a knock=-out.

It is frequently said that our war aim is "to win the war".
Lord Halifax has good ground for defining our goal more closely.
He describes it as guarantees of future gstability. This is
the supreme aim, and the urgent need is to estimate rightly the

conditions likely to produce the best aveilable guarantees of



permanent peace. The business of the Govermment, in conjunction
with its Allies, is to seize the earliest moment at which these

conditions become attainable.

Illusory Guarantees.

What guarantees of peace are possible?
It is generally accepted that no material guarantee can be
absolute, unless America takes part as a guarantor. But hopes

are placed upon the terms which can be dictated after victorye.

In France, the dismemberment of Germany is advocated. Qur
own Government, however, is committed against this, having assured
the German people that we are not aiming at the destruction of

the Reich.

Others look to a lasting military subordination of Germany ;
but few believe that it would be possible Permanently to keep
k Bfiéaéh garrisons on German soil. Others, again, hope that a
generous peace would be granted after a2 knock-out victory, and
that it would produce a peaceful Germeny . Bubt it ie difficuld
to believe that, after a long war, such a peace would be possible.
A war waged against civilians is likely to produce more, not less,

hatred than that which made a generous peace impossible in 1919.

The question whether complete conquest is essential is
fundeamental. The experience of the last war throws some light on

this problem. In 1917, Lord Lansdowne suggested negotiation,

i



without pursuing the war to complete victory; but the knock-out
policy prevailed, and the war wes pursued to the bitter end, at
the cost of vast sacrifice. The result was not such as to en-
courage us to repeat the process. Humiliating defeat produced

the Nazi movement.

Now, as in 1917, the best conditions for stebility might
well result not from complete but from partial victorye. Complete
congquest is not only unnecessary to our purpose, but positively

fﬁﬂ@?sirable. If the Germans suffer&ﬁilitary disappointment, but
;géfﬂcfushing defeat, this mgy prove éyféfféf means thaﬁ over=-

whelming victory of producing & really good settlement, embodying

the "guarantees" for which we are fightinge.

On the other hand, it is essential that German aggression
should not prove, as Lord Halifax says, to have been "good
business. The war must be prosecuted up to the point at which
aggression has been shown to be a failure. It will appear to
Germens to be a dismal failure if, after the coldssal cost and
. sacrificed of Hitler's war policy, Germany has to restore Poland
(even without the Corridor) and Bohemia (even without freedom to
meke anti-German slliences). Total restoration, in every respect,
of the 'status guo ante bellum', would be neither necessary to
demonstrate the failure of aggression, nor conducive to subsequent

stability. It would defeat our aims.

Dy



The choice of a war policy is a question of balancing the
risks involved on either side. The ‘war to the bitter end!'
policy involves many risks in th§ effort to succeed; but the
strongest objection to it is that tconquest! would be undesirable
in itself. Above cll, it is dengerous, because it sows the seed
of further wars by inciting to revenge. The popular belief that
complete conguest would lead to permanent peace is a delusion.
Accordingly, it is dengerous to sim at such a crushing victory as

would enable us to dictate the settlement.

Genuine Guarantees.

Are we, then, to despair of permenent peace? On the
contrary, more genuine guarantees of stability are possible than

those suggested.

1. The most effective of 2ll guarantees would be German dis—
inclination for war, and the degree of failure indicated
sbove would provide the condition in which that disinclina-
tion could prevail. Failure to justify the immense
sacrifices of war would discredit a repetition of the
programme; provided thaet motives tending to war are not
aroused by & humiliation such as that of 1918. Humilia-
tion brings its revenges; the checking of aggression will
be & salutery lesson, if it is not attended with the

creation of vindictive feelingse.

e
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A Turther important guarantee would lie in economic

interest. A sound economic settlement would link the
interests of Gérmany with those of peaceful Powers. The
pre-war position, especially because it limited German
opportunities for export, was an incentive to war. The
British and French Empires, with their systems of pre-
ferential trading, make material for propaganda which has

a powerful appeal. This case would be met by placing

. colonies under some form of mandatory régime. The ex~

porting countries (and notably Germany) would then stand

to gain economically by pursuing a peaceful policy.

Germeny, to be peaceful at heart, must have self-respect.

Her pride was touched by exclusion from the colonisl field
and the denial of "equal status". If colonies are placed
under mandate, and Germeny has the prospect of a place on
the mandating consortium after the war, another incentive
to aggression will have been reanoveds The policy of
mandation might well be adopted and put into practice
forthwith. If such action were taken now, it would pro-—
foundly impress the German public, and weaken Hitler's

war propagandss

Another real guarantee would lie in the acceptance by Germany

of a plan of disarmament. A Germany which actually joined

in disarmement would have turned her back upon the whole

w5



policy of dominatione She would have retreated from the
position hitherto adopted. Hitler prepared his public

for disarmeament by his Reichstag speech of October 6th.

B : Perhaps the greatest of all effective guarantees would be
i ; ¥~éermany's participation in a BEuropean system of collabora~
"?tion. It would be at once a linking up of her interests
with those of the community, and an outward sign of her
repudiation of the Lone Wolf policy of recent years. It

would indicate that the policy of Hitleriesm had failed.

Ge The guarantee afforded by States which are now neutral is,

14« of course, a vital matter. Americatls participation in a

a ma‘postTWQr settlement now looks probable; and if this hope

; iiédéééfased, a guarantee of extreme importance will have
been furnished. It is also to be hoped that Italy, which
seems to have moved somewhat from the Axis, can be brought
back again into friendship with Great Britain and France.
If so, her participation in a consortium responsible for

arranging the eventual peace settlement would, of course, bhe

a further guarantee of its durabilitye.

Conditions for Negotiating Peace.

"» If these are the true guarantees to aim at, it becomes

i i
§ i}

'/ easier to see the conditions on which negotiations for an

‘armistice could be approached.



The Prime Mfinister declares that we shall need evidence of
a change of heart in Germany. But what external actions will
be taken to prove this change of heart, since confidence in

Hitler's words has been destroyed?

Various conditions are advanced:-
1. a chenge of Government in Germeany.
2e the withdrawal of German troops from Poland and Bohemia

Be the restoration of these Statese.

These actions would certainly be proof of German failure,

but if the guarantees which give the greatest chance of stability

are those which we have seen, it is they which should be mainly
pursued. The three suggested armistice conditions just mentioned
would have no value for permanent peace; for Germany will certain-
ly recover her strength, and will be physically able to make
aggression once more (unless America is a guarantor of the settle-
ment). On the other hand, restoration in its fullest form might
actually prejudice the conclusion of a stable peace; for, if
Poland is restored with the Corridor, or if Bohemia is restored

in such a form as to provide a poésible base for hostile action

in an area embedded in Germeny, then the Germans will, in course
of time, just as certainly break the peace as we ourselves should
do, were Scotland detached from England, or Ireland made in-

dependent by enemy action.



There remains the question whether the concessions which

we require need to be publicly accepted before negotiation.

One should recognise that, although Hitler has given no
public sign that he is ready o make adequate concessions, this
may be merely the result of a motive which operates on all
belligerents, namely, the fear that if the desire for peace is
displayed, the other side may become more intransigeant, and
the Government may lose face with its own people. Concessions
could accordingly be more easily obtained in a conference than
before one. By insisting upon preliminary public recantation,
we may prolong the war beyond the point at which all that we
need is really obtainable. It is only necessary that the
Government should be convineed that the guarantees of real value

will be secured.

It is, of course, objected that only actions, not words,
can be trusted. But the Govermnment can, without publicity,
form en opinion as to the prospect of securing both the real

guarantees of stability amd slso the conditions which constitute

the failure of aggression.
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;9 BRITISH EMBASSY,
' BERLIN.

28th March, 1938.

Peronal and Confidential.

Dear Noel Buxton,
Many thanks for sending me your memorandum about a

R

(5£ébiscité/in the Sudetenland.
3 As you tell me that you have sent a copy to the
Prime Minister and the Secretary of State I hesitate
to express any considered opinion on it lest it should
be contrary to the official view. Nevertheless if you
will take what I say as a purely personal and unofficial
expression of opinion I will say this much:
2“ I wodd in p:iggiple rejoice to see your suggestion
adopted. "
Imagine that we had lost the war and Germany had
created an indengfizﬁﬁiﬂglgpd and subjected the Northern

Irish to Dublin. The Teuton does not love the Slav any

more than the Ulsterman does the Catholic Celt. What

would the feelings of the people of the Unlted Kingdom
have been towards Dublin rule over Ulster? So is it

to-day/

The Right Honourable
Lord Noel-Buxton.
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to-day in Czechoslovakia as regards Prague rule over
the Sudeten.

Believe me, I try to be objective. I hate the
S

idea of(@reat Germgg} but I do not see (a) that on

i = .

principles of justlce and on moral grounds we have

the right to oppose it by force, provided the limits

set are just ones, or (b) that we can in the end prevent

it even if we want toe. By aust limits I mean in effect

e

e
self-determlnatlon, i.e. where a maaori@y of the

pee—
)

pOpulatlon of any given area desires union with Germany.

If we had compelled Schuschnigg to hold an impartial
plebiscite in Austria a year ago, how much wiser it would
have been. In am§é55 or so's time we may be expressing
the same regrets sbout Czechoslovakla. I am tefzigied
of the Czech problem lest it -means Gfe;;ABritaln being
dragged into an 1deologlca1 war that would not be
defensible either on moral grounds or in the interests
of humanity. »

As regards the desirability ofrpdshing your

suggestion,/



-s—

suggestion, His Majesty's Government alone can decide.
There are many difficulties in practice\snd if the

Czechs had enéaéﬁ Sense to devise themselves a plan
which would make the Sudeten into contented citizens

of a Bohemian State it might not even be necessary to
seek a solution by 1ntg§£étiona1 1ntervention. If they
cannot they w111 in due course certalnly lose the Sudeten
altogether or alternatively we shaii be dragged into a
perfectly futlle preventlve war which will be a disaster

if we lose it and w111 alter nothlng if we win it.

/%Mz//rém Skt
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l2th, Oet, 1938,

My Dear Henderson, '

let me first ssey that I hope you have
had a holiday. If anyone deserves it, you
do. I have naturally thought of you very
often. When we met in the summer, it looked
as if Germany woul! move, if Cermans wore
killed and reform was deloyed beyond the harvest.

As there was delay for wany waeké more,
I think we had a lucky and undeserved escape.
If your advice and mine hadbbeen teken in
July, there =isht have besn an orderly solute
ion, instead of extra suffering and a erisis,
People must wish they had taken your sdvice,

But, perhaps, the cricis, eausing the
people to visuslise war and enabling Hitler
to see that Cerman opinion would have been

against him if he led to war, may be to the
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