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1 wes, Fgﬂ‘% to_have seen you before you left 1@&%&
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on your 1&%&&%&&& siesion o 1 write this se representing the
AntieSlevery anéﬂ§i$¥§gﬁﬁ€¥3?raﬁéﬂﬁﬂaa zpelety end on aceaaat
of my own specia) interest in ¥thiople , te which 1 went in 1032
a8 @8 mau%at a¥ a miseion to the Tmperor from the inti-Elavery end i
'g&nﬁigﬁaﬁa Froteotion Socletye ;
The Committee of the ﬁaﬁi&tx had hoped te heve spproached you before
you left rngland for Lthioplas . After lesraing of your departure
they ssked me to sek the Foreign Uffice if they would formard e |
latter from them to you and thay ‘hgve kindly consented Yo 4o 80.
The conmittee wss disappointed ‘that no provision wes made in the
Agreement between the Eritish and Uthiopisn Governments of Jlst
Jenuery 1942 for suppr-seing slavery and they hope taat'it aill
be mede in the igreement shieh you are negotiating. ipney feel that
if oreat Britein is going ta‘aswist Hthiopis with finaneial aﬁﬁ-ﬁtam

er help , British §%ﬁ§l& sould wish sdequste assurances from the
Fthiopﬁsﬁ Government that the aaﬁgrmastan of slavery will be ac
1y pursued and thet amaﬁaipateé sloves will be helped to aatahi

themselves as free wage-carners.
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BRITLISH LEGATION,

ADDIS ABABA.

1st November, 1944.
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Many thanks for your letter of the 10th
October, with which you forwarded a letter from the ;
Secretary of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection
Soclety, and also a memorandum on slavery in Ethiopia,
and asked me to take into consideration the question of

\\NﬂglgygrY“Tﬁ”ﬁﬁgupegotiations now being carried out with

|
{

e ———————

the Ethiopians for a new-dgreement

\ I am, of course, entirely in accord

{ with your views as to the need for aking any steps which

i can be taken to suppress slavery where it is existing,

but I am not able to include any clauses at this stage = -
fﬁf%he’ngééméﬁtfﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁéiﬁﬁmﬁégdffﬁtea; since 1t has
reached much too advanced a state. Before my departure
the Foreign Office gave me & ¢lear outline of the scope

of the new agreement which included no reference %o :
slavery, and now the negotiations have progressed so far
'that all thg clauses are in an advanced stage of
agreements ¥nould T now t¥y to insert Some fresh clause it
might well upset the whole course of the negotiations,

and TR 8ny case 1 could not do so without instructions
¢ from the Foreign Office.

: From informetion which I have been able
to obtain here, it does appear to me that the Emperor has
now taken such steps 2s he reasonably can to abolish
slavery, but ™ im = country such as thiss where there is not
much _control over thé more remote provinces, it must

ny*ﬁéthraiiy take 8 considerable period before, even with the

best will, domestic—sIavery -is completely eliminated.

The Right Honourable

Noel Buxton, P.C., e £ aF s ;
10, Lowndes Square, & oM

London, S.W.1.
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