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- Which Way to Peace’

‘The Central European Situation Considered

His many years’ work at the Quaker Cenire, Berlin,
his close contacts with Austria, Czechoslovakia, and
other couniries, and his frequent return visits to the
Continent, all give an authority possessed by few Friends
to the views on the crisis in Europe which Corder
Catchpool here presents.

E must hope that Europe, after the
alarms of a critical fortnight and the

climax of last week-end, has entered a
period of relative calm ; but it is possible they are
the opening acts of a major world drama. No
student of international affairs can imagine that
any difficulties have been thereby settled. It has
merely been decided to make a further, more deter-
mined attempt at settlement, rather than allow
the powder-magazine to be fired forthwith. This
is a gain, even if a high price has to be paid.
Our own political crisis indicates how acute are the
problems facing the world, how heavy may be the
price of peace. It is well for us to remember at
such a time the costs of war, which must be ever-
present to the minds of responsible statesmen.

We live in an age of sudden and violent crises.
Calm judgments are more than ever needed.
Three weeks ago, men in the streets of Vienna and
Berlin had no inkling of impending excitements.
I would remind my fellow-Englishman that his

relatively free Press, in the long run a safeguard of’

truth, is often in a crisis the purveyor or even the
factory of rumour, which ran wild after the events
in Germany three weeks ago. The pending resigna-
tion of General von Fritsch had been common
knowledge for months past. There was no occasion
for its announcement, even with the unexpected
accompanying changes in command, to give rise
to such a crop of exaggerated conjectures. Simi-
larly, it had been known for long, both in London
and Berlin, that von Ribbentrop was marked for
promotion to the German Foreign Office; the
only question was, when ?

So, too, in Vienna. For some time past the
Monarchists have been gaining influence, with
increasing Austrian Nazi restiveness as a reaction.
But that restiveness has prevailed more or less
acutely for years, due to the feeling of party
extremists that they were being let down by
Germany. The arrangement of 1936 brought some
easement, but tension had again developed re-
cently, and won Papen had been negotiating a new
agreement, of which the Berchtesgaden meeting,
however closely associated with the internal
situation of the Reich, was the formal conclusion.

The demand for a popular vote or plebiscite in
Austria has been steadily vetoed by the Allied
Powers ; the attempts of a democratic Reich to
secure closer economic union were opposed, and
finally defeated by a Hague Court judgment which
fell under suspicion of political jobbery—one of
the principal nails in Germany’s coffin for the
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League. To what extent the threat of violence
lurked in the background at Berchtesgaden we
do not know ; but leading British statesmen have
said, even during the last few days, that the aim
of cur rearmament is to ‘ ensure that when
Britain talks her voice is listened to.” One wonders
whether all great * Powers > really think with the
same mind ?

Two main influences have for long been engaged
in a tug-of-war within Germany, the pro-British
and the pro-Italian policies. The Austrian Nazis
were protagonists of the latter course, because it
would give them their way in their own country.
The desire for friendly relations with Great Britain
has, however, remained strong and persistent in
the Reich. Of late it has suffered at least a tem-
porary set-back. A keen friend of Anglo-German
understanding wrote to me a few days ago from
Berlin : ¢ The miserable political situation pre-
vents our peoples from getting together. When one
recalls what an ovation Mr. Eden once received at
Friedrichstrasse station! We all looked forward
then to an understanding with our great kindred
folk. He would not take advantage of our mood.
Thus is your work for peace made difficult.”
I think one of the greatest needs of our day, and,
for the Briton, one of the hardest possible tasks, is
the attempt to understand our neighbour’s point
of view, however strongly he may differ from it.

Whilst questions of national independence and
minority rights throughout Central and South-East
Europe must continue to cause us acute anxiety,
it may be remembered that widespread industrial
decline or ruin has resulted in the area of that
former economic whole, due to its break-up into
national, often autarchist and antagonistic units.
People in Vienna still tell you, 20 years after the
war, that theirs is a dying city. The same for other
stricken areas in Central Europe. To some thought-
ful observers it has seemed that this economic dis-
tress, with its inevitable accompaniment of poli-
tical unrest, can only be overcome through the
re-establishment, in some form or ancther, of
economic unity or close co-operation. Whatever
its other reactions, the step taken at Berchtesgaden
is a move in this direction. It would have been
well for the world had it been taken in 1931,
when Dr. Bruening was the Reich negotiator.

There will be no settlement in Europe before the
last injustice of Versailles has been swept away.
Refusal to allow the ¢ Anschluss ” has now gone the
way of reparations and the Rhineland demilitarisa-
tion. There remains, I think, only the colonies
question to be faced. The claim was urged again by
Hitler on Sunday last, in a speech more peremptory
in tone than heretofore, but hardly weightier or
more disquieting in substance. The repudiation of
any territorial or other differences with France
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was reaffirmed, and merits acknowledgment by our
friends. The desire was expressed to see peace re-
established between the two great nations of the
Far East. These are the more hopeful features of
three-hour speech. Italy has never been trusted
in Germany, where 1915 is not forgotten, and the
famous axis is a political accommodation, not a
spontaneous friendship.

It is deeply to be regretted that the crisis at
home has reached its culmination simultaneously
with the alarms of the Cor tient, for the sequence
of events thus appears to be more direct than is
actually the case. It is not yet over, and comment
must be reserved. The resignation of Mr. Eden will
cause regret to many, but Friends, who have had
contacts with Lord Halifax, may feel thankful
that, in the emergency that has resulted, the
Foreign Office is, temporarily at least, in charge of
such a trusted peace-maker. Pacifism must often
in the eyes of the world appear as weakness.
Faced with the aggression of dictators abroad and
the danger in our own country of a rising wave of
angry passion, demanding that they be met in
their own kind, let us not forget that there is a
third way—the way of firm but friendly effort
towards understanding and adjustment, without
yielding on principle, inaugurated by the visit of
Lord Halifax to Germany, and the indefatigable
journeyings of George Lansbury. Proposals in
the language of the politicians are also to hand in
the Van Zeeland Report.

CorDER CATCHPOOL.
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MAINLY
ABouT FRIENDS

A. Barratt Brown, Principal of Ruskin College,
Oxford, is to deliver the Swarthmore Lecture at
Friends House on Tuesday evening, May 17. He
will be dealing with the subject of democratic
leadership, but his title has not yet been finally
fixed.

The 1939 Swarthmore Lecturer has also been
secured. This will be D. Elton Trueblood, of
Stanford University, California, and Editor of
The Friend (Philadelphia). He will be spending
two terms next year as a Fellow at Woodbrooke.
His subject is expected to be * The Validity of
Religious Experience.”

7 14 2

One of the 15 British delegates invited to the
World Missionary Conference of the International
Missionary Council at Madras next December is
Dr. Herbert G. Wood. The Woodbrooke Council
to whom the invitation was announced last week
(as reported elsewhere in this issue) gladly gave
its Director of Studies leave of absence for the
Autumn Term so that he could participate in
the proceedings at Tambaram, near Madras.

H. G. Wood stated that Lootfy Levonian, of
Beirut, the Old Woodbrooker, was also going to
the Conference as one of the Near-Eastern delegates.
He hoped that they would be able to travel
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together by air or car across the desert to Baghdad,
and then to go on to Iran (Persia) for a fortnight.
Thence they would go to Karachi and Lahore,
and would see something of Friends’ work in
Central India before reaching Madras.

Both Friends and the Selly Oak Colleges, which
have such close missionary associations, are
fortunate in being so well represented at this
important World Conference. The last of the
series of broadcast talks, by the way, on the
Madras gathering is to be given on Sunday next
at 4 p.m., when Dr. Nicol Macnicol, the authority
on Indian religions and former Secretary of the
Indian National Christian Council, will speak on
<« Building Up the Young Churches in the Hast.”

2 2 4

The Home Secretary, Sir Samuel Hoare, is ex-
pected to be the speaker at a Penal Reform meet-
ing Manchester Friends have arranged at the
Mount Street Meeting House on March 7.

7 7 12

Harry T. Silcock and Ward Perkins expected
to leave London yesterday (Thursday, February 24)
for their visit to China  under concern,’’ as
described in our report of the Meeting for Sufferings.
They hope to arrive at Hong Kong on March 26.
There are a few Chinese Friends at Penang and
at Singapore (Harry Silcock’s son, T. H. Sileock,
is Professor of Economics at Raffles College at
the latter port), and it is hoped there will be an
opportunity of a few hours’ visit in each case.

1If conditions are favourable H. T. Silcock and
Ward Perkins expect to be able to reach Chung-
king by air, and thence to Chengtu. Should this
not be possible they may land in Indo-China and
enter the Yunnan province of China. The way
to Chungking would then be by °bus, a week or
s0’s none-too-easy journey.

They expect to spend a month in West China,
and then hope to meet Rufus Jones and his wife
in Shanghai in May to discuss the possibilities of
a Quaker centre there.

4 4 4

Harold and Irene Heath in Pemba, whom
Leonard Wigham has just gone out to relieve,
have both recently suffered from an attack of
malaria. They are now recovering satisfactorily
and are staying in Banani, preparing for their
departure on furlough some time in March.

7 7 4

The last issueof The Seed, formerly the Friends
Anti-War Group publication (13d. a copy
from John W. Strange, 7, Staple Inn, Holborn,
W.C.1), contains an account of an attempt to
bring together ¢ all Friends who believe that
socialism is an integral part of our religious and
peace message to-day.” As a result of con-
ferences and correspondence a Quaker Socialist
Group has been formed, to which The Seed has
been handed over. Regular meetings seemed out
of the question for a busy and scattered member-
ship, so study groups are to be encouraged, to
discuss subjects to be dealt with in The Seed and
to contribute to each issue. The objective of the
Group is “ to declare the essential unity of the
spiritual, material, economic, and political ‘sides
of our life. . . . That is our main task; that
and the essential corollary of community based on
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49, Pariiament Hill
London, N.W. 3

George Balfour Esq. JP. MP.
Elmstead Lodge,

Chiselhurst

Kent.

Dear Sir,

As two of your parliamentary constituents, we ask
your earnest and immediate consideration of the following:

We have an intimate knowledge of Germany and the
German people. This dates from 1919, when we were members
of the Society of Iriends Child Relief lhiission to Central
Europe. From 1931 - 1936 we were British representatives at
the Friends' International Centre, Berlin, living there with
our four children.

As the outcome of almost unbroken contacts, conversat-
ions and correspondence with all sorts of German people over
the past 20 years, we are convinced that the overwhelming major-
ity of German people ardently desire friendship with England,
but skould be against Us should we continue the war now without
attempt at settlement by negotiation. The entire present gener-
ation of German youth weuld fight fanatically for thelir country.
To stake everything on war would be a huge uncertain gamble.

The same applies to expectation of revolution in Germany. IT

it came at all, we think it would be long delayed, and would
end in complete bolshevisation through increasing identity
between two vast totalitarian blocks, the Soviets and the Relch.

We believe that the boundless energy of the new Germany
could be diverted from war to co-operation in constructive tasks
for the benefit of the wole world, and we know German people who
are thinking along such lines.

Vie therefore urgently beg that the present opportunity
for a conference be not lost.

Yours sincerely,

T.C.P. CATCHPOOL
Gwen S. CATCHPOOL

P8, ;
Qur services in any efforts towards better relations between
our country and Germany are freely at disposal.



“ B ow

K ié i 47'}‘—"\.‘ § &
2 P AR & 5 7 ~
[ PSS SR AR e LY, 3 L A oA
i Rompee 1 y ( A ;g (oD % \ #%;ii 9 : b s i

AR . . i : (T g ot
-in the field of ﬁaatiiitieq,efgﬁﬁmathiﬁ@ on the same lines
as those suggested to R.V. = the formation of a dele :
lliance between the great democracies of the British Impire -
ofT The U.8.4+7 This would, to be sure, play iate litler's
hands the extent of leaving him and Hussolinl dominant oo
the Zuropean continent, and possibly a large part of Africad
It would scjuiesce in the Lebensraum thesis of the totalitarian
States, but 1t would make secure a great block of democratis
opinion by a far surer means of preserving democracy for the
future of the world,than by one more demoeratic power enter-
ing the fray on the one side, agalnst a further powerful
tatalitarian state on the other. It would mean a Great
Britain, in virtue of being an island, relinquishing her Tormer

privileged (dominant),positien in JUFODE, 1nU6Cd st world,
and withdrawing from the Huropean continen¥, &nd permaps—
large parts of Afriea. But we have, &s Hitler clearly sees,

the bominions with thelr vast possibilities of future develop~
ment with ue. These, with the United states would be a great
d unassallable repository of sane democratic peaceloving
opinion, which would be able, when the uphesvel Las culeted
down, to lead Peoples to the kind of worlid organisaition
hich we envisage when we discuss peace almss ¥ Some such
method of dealing with the present situation seems to me
far more frultful than the atlempt to smas our way through
to what is called Vietory and its almos?t inevitable aftermath,
such as we experienced in the last war. Someone sald to me
a day or two age: "I was recently told the best iews that
1 have heard for a long time: VI ARE MAKING VAST NUMBERS OF
NPOONS. DO YOU REBALISE WHAT THAT MEANS?" It means the

PO i
?§§> preparation fbr an atiempt at an offensive on the continent

of Zurope in 1942 or 1942, I can hardly beliebe that anyone
with a sense of humenity left im him, undistorted by the war-
spirit, can help being appalled at such a prospects

1, personally, who know the German people so well,

d believe in their iunate sanity, intelligence and humanity,
have little fear for thelr future development, even should theys
to the extent sugcested, be "victorious” in the present con~
1iet. A great majority of the people dislike the Nazi
ynilosophy and r€gime, is apathetic %o the wary would be thank-
ful to see its end, and to settle down %o & long era of
peaceful development and exploitation of the enlarged opport=-
unities for a fuller life which would be theirs. They are
best, I think, the only ilnstruments for destroylng the

| "evils of the lazi réigime. The present leaders, many of whom
are regarded by the German people as evil, unprinipled men,
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Continuation of the wer to complete defent of Germany, or of
Creat britaim, would destroy the possibility of such a desirable
evolution. Uefeat would bring revolution and violence for a
Generatlon in Germeny and dect y all prospects of peasce in-
definitelys Complete militury v etory, on the other Land, would
80 strengthen the present rorces and confi:m the belief in their
methods, tha. the resulting sitéltion would be equally hopeless.
i have tried to suggsst a sort of compromise which at & moment
when most of our peggxa toink we are "wiuning”, may seem like a
capltulation, but which by confrénting a Germany with many of

! its a satisfied, and to tuat extent vietorious, with an

30 imnenselpowerful world blcek holding and propagating a different

\ M AR ¢ asystem, would ensure a check t0 further aggression

‘ and enable the better elements in Germany to come into their own,

i helped, as time went on, by friendly influence and intercourse

1l Tlle from the demoocratic side, whouse people would desire nothing better

\ than cooperation and interchange betwesn the powers predominant

1 in the various spheres of influence into which the future world

i would have been divided. It would not be = defeat for Great

: Eritain. Ve, se it were, would be taken inte moral, and to
Svme extent spiritusl, partnership with America, and America is

l 1;.111 disappesr, and better elements will come into control.

not defeated.

_ : i have not expressed very fully or eclearly what I
e bave iu mind, but there w & thought in it which is worth
following up =~ fantastie though it way sound at rirst hearing.
Vo My idea is that British-american Unionm, to whatever degree i
ware garried at the moment, might provide a way out of the |
present lupasse without undue loss of prestige - not by .merica ~
Joinlug in the work of destruction, but by the constructive purpose
ozisﬁagui%;ng for mzi :grm of the fut::o a:xi. t}rngt' recious . |
spiritue ues, for willeh we are supposed to ng 5
> L e \ole ) 9

\  ik 8 mmﬁwamat matmgxg

Your friend,

TeCuPe CATCHPOOLS
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Dear Lord Buxton,
. K 5 ww.«w“
In further reference, 5 our telephone converéation
this evening, I enclose herew#th draft of the proposed
for ¢ontributioms—£x g’ Britain in aid of the Quaker
Reld i 4. ey nd. T am consec ious that 16 1is un-

/

desiraply long, andpif_;ou have any sugegestions for shorten- j///

ine it or amendine inAAnv wav, I shall be erateful for a note

of them. I have howéver discussed the draft with Dr.Toymbee ,

and with the Secre¥ary of the Friends Service Counecil, who

although agreeing’that it is too long, do not see that it

well be substanyially reduced. I am sorry that the copy/sent

is somewhat un#idy with the several slight alterations
_ L€~ but hope thay/ it is legible and intelligible. I havg added
ﬂﬁé(&z‘ in pencil ay the foot, the signatures as I should 1j :

to appear./ Arnold Toynbee, with whom 1 havye coopeXated through-

out in,ggébaring the appeal, has agreed to sign jf in its present

form. is also preparing a list 0T De0 pl€ to Ahom it might

suitabky be sent in the first instance. It is/mot proposed to
... make £ public avpeal; for ome thing, the Mini try of Social

~_ﬂg;£ara_in Prague, and also the Prague Quakef Group, preferred

s - a ;;31315 one. ‘I propose to print neatly ip the form of a 4-
s pgge %Egg;et,fand have a few hundred copieg made. Perhaps we
e ghall“send out only a few to0 begin with, £o see what response
: /Af any, is met with. Some unsollicited dontributions have al-
ready been sent in, and these are for e time-being banked.
with the Friends Service Couneil. Th can be transferred
to the A/C in Prague at any time, an this will I presume be
the proceedure with other monies thdt may come in as a result

of the appeal. )

”
/CZL‘ I was very glad to hear you speak hopefully offtig:gggﬁgg
in policy of the Covernment. In spite of the anxie e

last few weeks, I have cherished a great hope that a turning
point might have come at last. 1 take the liberty of enclosing
an article I wrote far' The Friend of last week; as it has %o
reach the Editor by Tuesday morning, I had to write before the
parliamentary debate took place, but they have certainly
strengtheﬂ@aAtﬁé”ﬁﬁéltion T«took up. 1 feel however thatb L
know insufficient as to Mr.Chamberla;g;gwgﬁxsgnality, as well
as of Mr.Eden's, and of the ths “8Tfuation as regards Anglo-Ital-
ian relations, which have plaved tle prinecipal part in the present
erisis, to form a judgment as solidly based as I should like.
Where Germany is concerned, I feel that I have more knowledge
to go upon. The isgggg;gggigﬁure is frgm 8 gggger younf.Sociii
leader 1 ermany’, in Prague s1nce 33, exceptionall]
Rom . V’ I should allow more than

inteYTTgent and well-informed I think.




\e. d02e$ fo the hope of reaching a firm and honest
Hitler, in a conference on equal ter

air deal, espec-

ially with a strietly limi ective. I believe that if
Hitler put hi i re Lo such a documenfXfor say a ten or

-~ even 25 years' settlement, it wowld De kept. TIs would
create a new atmosphere, in which all sorts of things might
happen in the time of grace provided. It is interesting to
spegulate as to what Lerms might be mutually asreeable. Here

I am anxious aonout the dié-hards at home - in all parties.
- R i — L A

T e ————

Accept my deeply appreciative gratitude for the prominent
part that you are takihg in 211 these thingd. I trust that
i the burden of such critical times may not lie too heavily
sy tipon you, and pray that ‘you and others upon whom rests SO
' great a responsibility, may Ye given strength to support it.

b

With kindeét regards,

Yours sincerely,

TP Catelkooh

e T T e
-~

W\JO/Wqu s



S o ' 49, PARLIAMENT HILL,
LONDON, N.W.3.

June 7th. 1938

Lord Noel-Buxton
18. Cowley Street
Westminster S.W.

Dear Lord Noel-Buxton.

I have just returned ﬁrﬁ”WPragE% miere I have
seen lMinister Necas (Ministry offg ial Velfare) and other
people connected with the relief % Twhisk we are inter-
ested « I find that the c¢hild welfare relief organisation
(Reichskommission fuer Kinderschutz und Jugendfuersorge)
is in process of being transformed from the completely un-
political organisation which it has always been since its
foundation in 1907 down till the present time, into some-
thing like a Sudeten German Party department on the lines
of the Reilch German Nationalsozialistische Volkswohlfahrt.
As the whole purpose of our (Quaker) intervention was to
make possible the use of certain money available for child
relief work in the Sudeten areas by eliminating all sus-
picion of political propaganda connected with it, our funect-
ion seems to have come to an end. The transformation of
the child welfare organisation is, I think, very significant
of the whole situation, for it appears to be being carried
through by the Pzrty without any reference to the authori-
ties - in fact Minister Necas himself appeared to know
nothing about it, nor did members of tne Society of rriends
in Prague. 1t Was through my friend Dr. Heller, the founder
and until recently the director of the Kommission fuer
sinderschutz und Jugendfuersorge, that I heard of the change
that is taking place, and which he himself, a moderate and
liberal spirited man, though a supporter of the S.d.P.,
much reg reuted. Herr Oberregierungsrat Grueneisen of the
Deutsches Hotes Kreuz, to whieh brueder in lot is afiiliated




in Berlin, also appeared to be unaware of what is going on.
Consequently it is hardly possible at present to discuss
the future (if any) of our Quaker relief action with those
principally concerned, and for the moment I have kept the
information to myself.

I expect to be in Frague again in about a fortnight's
time, and by then the situation may be sufiiciently clear
for discussion with all concerned. Similar changes are tak-
ing place in other orgenisations, such as for instance the
Reichsverband der deutschen Industrie in Czechoslovekila;
also the wKinderverschickung" (the sending of 6000 children
for seaside holiday in Germany) which was forbidden by the
Prague authorities last year because they suspected or
feared propaganda in connection with the enterprise, has
this year been again proposed with an insistence and
assumption that nothing can now possibly stand in the way
of its realisation, which 1s again significant of the pre-
vailing atmosphere. The Prague authorities (Ministry of
the Interior) appear to have given assent without raising
the slightest objection, although I was specilally commiss-
joned when 1 was in Berlin towards the end of March by
Oberregierungsrat Grueneisen, who is head of the German
Red Cross, to approach the HinistﬂTQOf the Inferior in
Prague directly on his behalf with the request that they
shoukd do nothing at present in response to the applicat-
jon for permission to carry through the mKinderverschickung”
scheme which hed been made by the bund der Deutschen, &
nominally ecultural, but strongly propagandist German organ-
isation. He had expressed the wish that if enything of the
kind was undertaken at all, it should be within the frame-
work of the unpolitical Quaker action, and the Ministry in
Prague informed me that they would be pleased to grant
every facility should we (the Quaker action) put forward
proposals. You will realise that all this preparation has
simply been brushed asice by the propagandist body, who
evidently feel themselves in such a strong position that
they can carry through their intentions with hardly so
mueh as'by your leave", and the Ministry has completely
given way.



It is, I think, evident in the circumstances that our
appeal must be suspended, at any rate for the present,

wadid-theposition~Is ¢learer. Before my departure rather
over a fortnight ago I had sent out a few copies of the
appeal, and during my absence my wife has completed the
first dispateh by sending to all other names on the list
you gave me and on that which I myself have drawn up -
only about a couple of dozen names in all. There has not
been much time for response yet, but L find on my return
that one contribution of £ 5.- has come in. Any money

.. bhet W& canrcOITEEt 1n this way can be put to very good

use as there are all sorts of ways in which smaller sums
can be applied in the strictly impartial and unpolitical
spirit in which all our work has been conducted.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

TCP Carelpeod
9% €. P. CATCHPOOL.

/‘
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2nd. September 1938
Lord Noel-Buxton
Colne Cottage
g ron e r. Norfolks

 Dear Lord Noel-Buxton.

I enclose a confidential memorandum which
formed a sort of background to Semi-diplomatic conversat-
ions which Lord Allem had in Berlin and Prague, where I
accompanied him JTast month. You have been so kind in support-
ing ocur relief work in-the Sudeten areas of Czechoslovakia
thet I should like you to see this memorandum, although,
as the visit was a private one of Lord Allen, the memorandum
must I think also be considered as of a private nature
I am sure you will be deeply anxious and concerned aboub o op i
. the present situatiom. The latest turn of events indicates ' ‘

‘& slight improvement, but the situation seemed so very grave
to us when in intimate associationwwg&g the parties prineci-
pally concerned, that one hardly da%es[ﬁbpes to rise without
more substantial ground than % at present offers.\ Your last
letter to M"The Times" was spoken of in Berlin with great

- appreciation. I think you were considered as the only British
statesmen who really understood the German case, especially
the nmed for urgency. Other people see most prominently the
need for saving Czech independance, and my memorandum indi-
cates something of the danger therefa. I can tell you more
of this sometime in personal conversation; but you probably
.are fully accuainted already with the situation in all its

details.

=

=

The Friends Peace Committee yesterday £ 0
mention this in confidencé) decided to approach the Govern-
ment immediately With an appeal that some gesture, public
or private, might be made before Hitler's speeeh on
Foreign Affairs at Nuernberg. I am not quite sure exactly
what form this will take, as I am not on the Brafting

potoOo
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Committee, possibly just an assurance of Eritish friendlibess
with the German people in the endeavour to remove the sus-
picion of hostility on our part to all legitimate German
desire; which 1s so widespread; possiblg something more tan-
gible in the shape of an open repudiation of the "War Guile"
charge;’f One point is much in my own mind, viz.that if the
latest Czech proposals should be accepted as a basis of
furthér negotiations by the Sudeten rarty (which means by
the Reieh Government also), everything possible should be
done to restrain the ,Exfij;i_sh'@%gsg“-ffrom an outburst similar
to that whicl Goourred duzikg thne week-end of May 21/22.
I was in Germany at that time and read in every German paper
quotations from the English Press crowing over the defeat

of German machinations resulting from a show of Eritish
firmness. This spirit and attitude (Whatever actually
happened at that week-end) created anger and embittered
feelings in the Reich. If the same thing happens again I
pelieve it must be fatal to all hopes for peace. I wonder

if there is anything that can be done to warn the respon-
sible peaople of our Press?

With kindest regards, U cv\\wtp(éun /g—wi
&A~<waCKLL\;5 //v*gé,_ Mo /{»£>L:‘L§hﬂ/,

Yours sincerely

O Ce porh

T+ C. P. CATCHPOOL

ST NS



. (Part of a Letter from Corder Catchpool)

17th. September 1938
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I enclose & copy of a letter received yesterday from
the British Legation in Prague, whither I am starting to-morrow
morning by air. I hope that the open door which it indicated,
together with many contacts,both Czech and German, which I
already have in the Czechoslovakian Republic, will give opportunity
for me to be of real service. I should hesitate very much to
intervene at such a critical moment in such a critical situation,
did I not think this would be possible. But the first and
sufficiefsit concern with which I go, is just to be with our many
friends in Czechoslovekia, friends both with and without a big
F, both Czech and Germasn, in this time for them of such intense
strain, trying quietly to sympathise, comfort and cheer them;
largely avoiding in association with them all discussions of
political issues - at least so far as this is possible.”



(COPY)
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BRITISH LEGATION

PRAGUE III
THUNO®SKA 12
‘L

Dear Mr, catchpool.

Many thanks for your letter of August 27the.
1 am glad to see thet you may be coming out here again soon,
and I have informed Lord Kuneciman of your plans.

May I teke this opportunity of oongratulating

you on the ¢zechoslovak Government's award* Mr. Newton

oSSR
R

asks me also to send you his own warm congratulations, and

RS N

to tell you how pleased he is to learn of this reoognitlon
of your noble work. He hopes he may have an opportunity ‘

of seeing you on your next visit.
Yours sincerely

P. M. TROUTBECK
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may savour of vwashing dirty
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are even dogmatic in their utterances. L have met some who were
convinced that "The Day™ is due to fall about ﬁﬁa middle of this
week. The 16th, is frequently mentioned. Although it is already
past noon as I write, they may yet prove to be true prophets!
This was in the earlier half of my visit. I think that partial
mobilisation-orders,for definite dates,maluly account for such
views. At the other extreme are the multitudes who cherish a blind
faith that the ruehrer éggiﬁ-kaep his country out of war. In betweeb
lie all degrees of anxious foreboding upon the next events. In
general I do not think fear or expectatlion of war is so marked as

1t was a year ago, or as it is in England. Perhaps, as is the case
with us, people have tn‘aamn extnt become ianured to the idea of

its near possibility. But most German people are tired with over=-
work and do not give the amount of thought to polities, and con-
sequently %o the prospect of war,that we do. lMany have given up
reading the papers. .in any case, 1 think there is less evidence
of war psychosis than with us. "Is it plausible”, I was asked
several times, "that immense new shimmering white bulldings should
be going up in ou- big eities, a mark for every enemy bomber; or
that the vast masses of iron needed for sueh ﬁanatraatiéaa should
be diverted from armament manufacture, if we really intended %o
make war?" I flew right over the centre of Derlin recently, and |
myself noted the vast roof expanse of such strategic b%il&&ngaféi
the new Alr uinlstry and Relichiskanzlel, a&m@l;;ankzng to be used

as targetsl 0 10 yean prograsaae ojf. Awe acovis \s,«m\wocvr -
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Recognltion of all these cross and contrary currents must
govern everything that here follows. What strikes an Englishman
visiting CGermany even now, is the very genuine personal frienéahip
shown to him everywhere. I have trawblled to liunich, Salzburg and
Berlin, and have not met with the slightest trace of unfriendliness
throughout. The exact contrary is the case. The customs ex miner
at the frontier sald to me this ﬁarning*w&th a smile: “ngl, you
don't find Cermany vﬁzw war-like, do you?" I replied: "Your press
is not partieularly friendly towards us". "ich, yes," he said,

"t is a Kleinkrieg (guerilla warfare) on both sides". Nor have

I found a trace of susplelon,in spite of large notices in publie
places warning people agalnst the dan@mté@g sples, and although I've
been reading and often cutiing out sxtracts from newspapers, and
seribbling notes all the time. 1t is a sign of freedom from at
least the extreme of anxiety. Some commodities are perhaps rather
scarcer than before. i think the butter-ration at hotel breaklfast
has been reduced since my last vist 5 weeks ago; and a restaurant
walter sald he could.not serve pots of coifee, only cups ~.“bat

you can have as many as you like", he added aside. There is cer-
tainly nothing ap&aiaily slgnificant in this connection to note, and
I do mot think the economlic factor is going to play any'impaétant

part in the immediete political situation. Talks with mauy offielals

of various ranks and degrees of influence fall into rather a differ-
rent category from private coaversations. Lytia& it remarkeble that

even at a time of erisés, quite frank and friendly conversations

e e
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even on highly controversial subjects, can still take place. This
is perhaps thanks in part to the trust pleced in the name of Quaker,
but 4 should like to quote anotier fromtier ineident in which I was
quite unknown. I had wnwittingly infringed seriously the "Devisen”
regulations. "It is my duty to detain and search you" said the
official;” but I shall trust the statement you have made to ue,and
say no more about 1t". Professolessssses,our Mennonite friend, and
ehairman of "Brueder-in-fot", who was very earnestly concerned that
a few Znglish Quakers should meet with Uerman Mennoultes and see
whether anything could be done together to stay the approachlng
tragedy of war, at whose urgent request, in part, 1 went to Berlin
on this oceasion, had well prepared the ground by talking to his
friends in the roreigan Ofiice about our close cooperation with him
for 2 - 3 years in the Sudeten children rellef work..

In such conversations with officials, oune does sometimes
get what seems $oss like Just a tiny peep behind the scemes. The old
strong desire for friendship and understanding with Imgland still
gseemed to exist, with disappointment th % it always proves so
diffieult o attaln, and perhaps a feeling that our two peoples are
"fated" not to un&ara§ZE§£§§§k sooner or later it must come to an
"auselnsndersetzung” between us {am‘maﬁt some day have it out with
each other). The same rather wistful desire for friendship applies
not only to our people, but still, I believe, to the person of our

Prime minister, who so won the heart of the man in the street a year

ago. He is, however, regarded as the prisoner of his pariiamentary

opposition.
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»If it comes to war”, sald one offielal, "it will not be over ponzlg,
it will be a struggle for masiery ba@ueon ureat ﬁxitain and bﬁtﬁﬂﬁy
i was told that the rorelgn Seerelary, {whieh no &ambt im@lisa the
juehrer 100} himaazj aﬂ-lan&ew cherishes feelings of bitterness oF

resentment, but only & senss af the hopelessness Of COmLNE to any
understanding with us - for whiah no doubt he holds us responsible.
S0 he bas glven up trying and now pupsues another poliey, not 80 mach
against us as in spite of us, or because of the diffieculty of going
with us.(¥his with all reservej.
Danzig (there isvrnlatively little mention of the corridor]

but 1t is no doubt implicit every tiume),still dominates all other
igssues. 1 heard, per radio, tha np&eah of rorster - one of the most
violent extremists of the Hazi Party, and a close personal friend of
Hitler - on Thursday last (lﬁ;&;&@),c&é&ng with: "lay we soon be
meeting, not to provest against rolish excesses, but to celebrate &he
1iperation of our eity", (I qgata from memory)e At Fuersh, a few days
later, the phrasing was & shade more eounfident: "I shall go bask and
tell my people in panzlg that whatever may nappen, thelr return to
the Hdeleh will one day be rsaliaci. asnother prineipal feature of the
immediate situation is the anti~-Polish propaganda and wide-spread
anti-rolish feellng. After wsighiag evidence, 1 think there is room
to doubt the accuragy of our pritchsh press when it says how calumly
and reasonably the Foles are penaving. For instance, .1 talked with
an English boy who had just come from the Seout Jauboree in Hungary.
he sald the rolish Scouts were sfpightfully Tieree”, and boasted

how their alrmen could bomb Germen cities with'n a few minutes.
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Asked why the learned German, they replied: "In order to fight

the enemy better”. "Far worse than anything xjgg;;ﬁ in Germany",
commented my friend. That is only one volee, and the voige of youth
 quoting youth, so disecount should be allowed; but it is not iso-
lated evidence. The Germa:

our press ukaut the fantastic rolish territorial pretensions which

s gomplain that we are not informed by

have resulted from our guarantee. - |

The King-fall Letters to Germany have made an enormous
aﬂw%t«a, and their noﬂkai:eak,a@aarﬁing to the una us opinlon
expressed to me, whether by supporters or opponents of the rég&mp,
hes been entirely negative; or rather, the exact opposite of that
intended. UY. ﬂﬁohbels gave them enormous publieity, just because
he saw ' hat a weapon theypresented to him. 2 friend of mine, who
has no brief for National Socialism, sald that,counsidered from the
psychological point éf view, i.e. the effectiveness of their
appeal to German people, they were quite hopeless. "The most alﬁmant%
ary common sense would have recommended expert German cuoperation ?
in launecbing such an a#;ehan', but quite obviocusly this was not |
thought of. By way of digression, as L have often been asked my
opinion of Hora Welms ‘'Reaching for the Stars', (whieh I have not
read), I might say that duriag this visit 1 heard Stwo comnenis
upon it - 1) that people mcntioned in it are too thinly velled, and
that some have in'aaﬂacquanno got into trouble; and 2) that it is E
too superficial to be taken seriously by any verman (this by a

publisher, very anti-régime.)
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it 1s curious that whilst the desire for friendship with Ureat
Britain seems almost as strong as before, there is I believe a
grswing seuse of superiority, traceable to England's humiliation at
iioscow and in the rar East, where we are seen as retiring gradunlly}
with the best possible grace and fadel beiind the singepore line;
and in th@ event of ,ax>1t is saiéi would be compelled to do so
forthwith. These things and the "Bneirclement” policy,have I bslieve
enormously strengthened German salidariﬁy» I say this in spite of
some emphatlec utterances to the aantruxy from trustwarﬁhy §“?f%§:a,‘xbﬂtg
though 1t 1s possible that the Nazis s%ill have doubts as to itﬁA

; liability in case of war. So far as power for aetian of the Peace
E‘Frent is eanaerncd, there is little outward evidence that it is

locked upon as a factor to be seriously reckoned with. the Poles

and thelr army, devoid of éﬁy "Weknuall" (the German Maginot Line,

of whieh & film was released whilat 1 was in Berlin) , relying merely
on the aat~af~aata fextirieatiana, somewhat strengthened, of the old
German-ﬁuaaioakfronti@r, are 1 am afrald regarded with eontempt
(weaker than the usaahl); whiah aaascg the arragﬂat Prussisn spirit
to think that it eould mete out almost instanteneous déstruction.

The talk of Russo-German contacts, both economic and po=
litieal, perists, but without much evidenee; and it may be no more
than rumour. iTrue it appears to be, ﬁaw&%ar, though not generally
kﬁawm, that Theelmann and other leading Communists have been released
(this should on no account augt&x in the pruaa). and this might lend
colour to the idea of collusion. mueh less is heard in uaxmany now
ba~omang-aor than fmrﬁﬁrly of the independant Ukraine idea.
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ihe ruehrer, on the contrary, is sald to be moving towards recognition
of Russia as a "National-Steat (national Statej,no longer as a
"weltzersetzendes iflement” (destructive element in the world.)

A8 one tried to plerce the riddle of the immediate future,
three altermatives seem possible:-

l.) Continuanee of unylelding fronts, ending in the blind and ruthless
arbitrament of force; |

&darummﬂmgmﬂmwwhamiﬁwmﬁmﬂﬁamw&WMMM;

$«) panie eamgramint, or laiaaazmrairt, alfter emergency is already
upon us.

The soundest German oplunion, even sometimes in Nazl Party ranks,
would I believe prefer the second,or miﬁﬁia course. Talk of erisis
is naturally dissociated,to a greater extent than is tﬁe case with |
us,from talk of war. . wis. we could keep the #estinction more in i
mind; for in my opinin crisis there will be, saan;.hﬁt 4 hope not w&r,;
sdmdtting the inevitability of crisis, the possibilities seem to be ‘
two, 1.) Crisis before the Party Hally in September (FParteltag des
Friedens - Party Kally of Peace), 2) Crisis after it.

it e s

Mueh opinion favoured the former idea. Crisis, and 1f no other
way out, war - Blitzkrieg (Lightning Var) = fait accompli before
the Parteltag, et which a constructive peace, the "NHew Urder in

|
i

|
i

Burope”, about which one hears so muech now. a.-days (Lebensraum having
rather faded out in comparison), a vague federal idea under German
hegemony foreshadowed in south-Sast Zurope, might be anncunced.7

ankfyrter seitung of August 6th. had am illumin: ting leadin ' 
€ economic aspects of such a scheme } |

i
|
|
v
|
|
|
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In spite of the technique of uncertaluty, it is clear that unotiing is
being left i§; chance that might contribute to German success in the
event of war. All along the country roads around Salzburg, for instance,
where I took a motor drive with a friend, Norses were being led in for
mobilisation. "Ia the middle of the harvest" my friend remarked, adding:
"Last year we were saylng,"there can be no wur till the harvest is in",

UEED A e R S

In any case (as the traveller across Germany can see,)the harvest now
is nearing its endf.Petrol is also very scarce,or anon-obtalmable, iﬁ
parts of the Releh. This mey be due to Goverament war measures, though
ghere are rumours that Ureat Britain has prevented Shell imports to

Germany . :
In the case of 8), & "Pcace” settlement might be offered at

e e i N i

Nuernberg, possibly eccupled with ultimstum and time-limit. This would
lend sufficient colour to the designation "Parteitag des ?r&éé&sn". R
even were the offer rejected and war ensued. It may be taken for granted
that Hitler's tacties will be mumxamx in the nature of an endeavour %o
mano@vre his opponents into the réle of breakers of the peace, (if it

S e g il S

is broken)jin the pyes of his own people, that is. ImGorcKRRSNCEHBEN
is to the nature of the offer, I might as a speculation suggest the re-
petition of Hitler's former offer viz. exira-territerial road %o the
Corridor. It was made "onece fer all”, but might "genercusly" be re-
newed, and so increase the alleged responsibility of anyone rejecting
%t again. There is really no material to be had on the strength of
which even a guess between these alternatives can be madej; and there
is as usual a third possibility that must be taken into accointy=

that &QM§h$ exclted state of rPolish heads, and the inflamcable atuff’

in quantity all about the frontiers, some "lntolerable" provecation

0 il
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(peal or otherwise) agalnst Germany might occur. Ihe Fuehrer, %o ?ut
it mildly, is in no friendly state of mind towards the salﬁﬂu(;t is
aaiﬁ to have been understood that in his treaty with Filsudski, the
panzig and vorridor question was 0 be settled within the yeriaﬁ of its
teﬁm:) Any such event wmight be too much for ﬁi#&ﬁ:’;:ﬂlfnaaatral, and
disaster oceur. This is the feariul danger of to~morrow and next waak.
Into these speeulations cawe the sudden news of Ciano's visit

to Salzburg and perehtesgaden, which has set the whole world guessing.
i have studled earefully the German reports of these meetings. Meking

every allowance for what we know the German press to be, there seems
nevertlesless to be about them a remarkable note of assurance whieh b §
) believe to be something more than bluff - confidence that it really
will be peage iu ours/ time nNOW.— (Hitler is sald to have plans ready
for complete absorption of all who might be thrown out of employment
by cessation of armament manufacture) - & Fax Germmnica, of course, Or
rather an axis-peace; something constructive and durable, supported
perhaps with a rour-Fower guarantee. I have even wondered wﬁathar ussia
might not be brought in as e fifth guarantor - whether the note of eon-
fidence I seeme. to dlagnose might possibly spring from agreement and
support in that quarter. "The Eneirclemeut policy has brought Burope
to the brink of war®, so runs the argument. "je have to take mnttwfs
into our own handsin order to secure peage” - 80 we aré back at the
starting peint again. How matiers will be taken in hand ls the éeeret
| of the small inmost cirele of initiatsss - perhaps it is still the
éeere% of uitl&r'é prain alone (that stumbling-block to any agreed

international aﬁttlamﬁnt by reason), though from the pnblishaé reporis, f

I have the impression that @ conerete plan does nOW exist, with he J



o7 tm ‘aime of a;aplia&ﬂ.rn a}.r&&éy fixad‘%éhen may that be? Here
R are in the sphere of sing again, and to ;amphssy m g‘mt&itn
- ously to ask for mnbia# :

1 will n.wm ess hazard a rarwast viz: %hat unless m
extravagant aeff of Polis pmweatiem occurs, which mea.s of course
any event that might be } regarded in the Relch, then we may hope fo
continuance, until the eum riaasx on the next act, at Tannenberg
(August 274 or the Parﬁ"m early in _eptember, of the presecnut
uneasy w:z&iufm of "not-mr".

Suaker ' | ané their service for peace fit ill into
this aatting)ef an a'mlan” already in motion s whiech must bring

émergency upon %he ﬁwallep below, though we hope ,b{he worst - aestmai

ion - may be escaped by a@. Cur recent efforts with our &amuita

- friends (at least, the thaight was continually with me at the time)
are hardly likely to hold Em an avalanche! <They can perhaps make a
small contribution towards diverting it, though even that sounds pre~

sumptuous. But it i the long-term service we are really equipped to
offer, whieh ~ to follow W o.r metaphor -~ may mp@m to the huilé
lag, even now, of avalanche shelters such as have been constructed
githin my own memory to protect many of the more vulnerable roads and ’_
: rallways 1a the Alps.

I told myself in Berlin that we need mever, indeed that
we shall never, abandon hope and faith in ultimste success.

AugustyGeh, 1059 T«CuePe CATCHPOOL

| i};'i-? it




Versailles and of the unproductive Post-Versallles poliey is no‘end
in itself, but only a first step towards an act of mutual decision
for future co-operation.

Although,since I took up in 1923 the professional study of
international law,l have fought without compromise against Versailles
as so-called legai right, I have nevertheless always been careful to
make it clear that nothing but a new beginning on a new and positive
basis could be of any help. We Germans cannot help but note that
England is determined to maintain, at the cost of world-war it 1%
come to thht, a settlement now held to be of vital importance for
Poland, but one against which the lnglish delegation in Paris appealed |
in 1919; and whic% as few other decisions madezat Versailles, was for |
many years, especially in England,but also in France, simply designated!
as untenabke. For the mistake made by the founding of the jumble of
States around Prague (instead of founding a Czech State), Chamberlain
tried last autumn to discover a kind of excuse in the conditions of
the winter of 1918/19. But even Chemberlain could not apply this
apology to the dismembering of eastern Germany . so one gathers from
the attitude of the English delegation in Paris in 1919. In place of
this we are experiencing a situation far worse than that of Versallles;
England is not now dependent on the U.S.A. and on France for its
decisions - she is herself taking the lead. Or has she really, merely
in order not to have to co-operate on equal terms with Germany, left
Warsaw to decide its own fate?

I wishithat you in England would consider the following:
The freedom of the Germen nation as a whole was so completely de-
stroyed at Versailles, that the Weimar Constitution (no less liberal
in formulation than any other constitution in the world), could not
have been carried into effect even if it had been compatible with
our history and traditions, for the real masters of Germany did not
sit in Berlin, but in London, Paris, Washington and Geneva. If we
had burst into revolt, truly no war for independance in the history
of the world would ever have been more just. Instead of that we
sought to negotiate, we made offer after offer and still kept them ,
even when the peoplé,.on the brink of despair - united under more
strictly disciplined leadership. Will England now really force upon
us another German War of Liberation?

Perhaps England has already taken this decision, or will
be meking it while this letter is on its way to you. If that be
the casg please accept it as a reminder of the time of our high
hopes for mutual understanding, in spite of Versailles. I still hope.
In this sense I and my wife greet you and your wife. We know how
much ypu personally have done to bring this understanding about.

Yours faithfully,
&}\w sehro W)

(signed) Herrmann Jahreiss



( Copy of letter written on thé Bve ‘of War by a prominent
German Publicist, Prof. Dr.iJahreis% of Cologne University,|
who has worked untiringly for bette” understanding between |
. Englahd and Germany, especially b¥ means of frequent leading

(“Articles in the K®lnische Zeitung, one of Germany's most '
important provincial journals.)

-Cologne, \
Ubierring 57 ‘
31l. 8. 39

Dear Mr. Catchpool.

I received your kind letter of July 25th,
just as I was leaving for Tirol. I most deeply regretted not
being here when Mr. Buxton tried to see me. If I am rightly
informed you and he were together during your recent visit
to Germany.

_-————

I suppose that your plans cannot be followed
up for the time being,glthough they are so enormously important
end so praiseworthy - not that I doubt the possibility of an f
understanding between our two nations! I even suppose that the
last few weeks have shown many Englishmen who have real knowledge
of the situation, how much the German people desire,in just the
same way as does our government, to work with Englend in con-

structive co-operation. It must also be admitted, however, that

the world, as reflected by the majority of English utterances,
seems to be standing on its head! W e are hated_we, who if
anyone, since the betrayal of the 14 Points, and the many years
intimidation by force, have had good reason to hate, and even
according to Lloyd George's own prophesy of 1929 were bound to'
hate -,and yet after all, however unnatural it is, do not hates

Is it not possible for people in England to get together and

offer spontaneously, for the first time, negotiations for revis- -
ion, and thus provide a basis which would make it possible for " A
the German nation to believe an official undertaking®%¥ England?

- We shoukd so like to trust you; but since the betrayél of the

14 points, which the Germemn people still take as seriously to-
day as did leading Englishmen themselves in 1919 and later,
Englaend has done nothing to restore confidence. The German peopie
are absolutely hungry for some sign that England too is ready,
together with us and with France and Italy, to create a new and
positive basis on which we can all build. If we really want te
éscape from the unfruitful sequence of recurrent catastrophe,

of vietory and defeat,with mere arm$¢stice called "peace" in
between, from #ite sterile procedure dictated by anxiety for our
prestige,—then,ekdee the unique opportunity at the end of the
World~iar een missed through breach of the terms upon which
we laid down our arms, a common starting point must again be arrangs
ed. Ypu know me well enough %o realise that my criticism of
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e 49, PARLIAMENT HILL,
LONDON, N.W.3.

6&?}:“_ 0 ~ Z/
[o 21lst. September 1939

e

The Rt. Hon.

Lord Noel-Buxton
18, Cowley Street
London. S.W. 1

Dear Lord Noel=-Buxton,

I have been in correspondence with liss
Edi%§¢Ellis (sister of Lady Parmoor) with regard to
neutral c%&nnels through which influence might be brought
to bear w view to seizing any opportunity for mediat-
ion which might arise, specially in the effort to ensure
that the door to negotiations is not absolutely slammed
in advance, before we know what offers may arise. In this

connection Miss Ellis writes in a &etter_; have'pgggiygﬂw“”‘”

to-day:
nT would very much like you to let Noel-Buxton know".
This sentence occurs in the middle of a longish letter, the
relevant parts of it I think I had bette pied for you:
"I have heard from James Douglad (Senator of Dublin
Parliament). He says they have to be extreme in
Dublin, and he does not t ere is anything that Irish

Friends can do at present. Héﬁigf;ﬁggg_;hink it would be
wise to see the German Ministers ere is a good deal of
German propagande in BEiTe and the IR2¢;87’53555ﬁb%3 ex-
ploiting it. My mind has turned in angther direction which

also brings in Ireland.. I have been Speaking with the Vicar
of Scarborough, who warmly agrees with me, and on his advice
I wrote to the Archbishop of York, whom I am to see to-day.
(Sept.thh.é} The alliance between Germany and Russia will
have created much comggfégn—infﬁome. There seems to be an
opportunity for the Va igdan to make his voice heard. Ve
ourselI¥sas are no good, ror we are now in the quarrel,but

if we knew the mind of religious Italy, it would be a great
gAim. "he Irish Minister in Rome 1s'a personal friend of

the Pop&. L want to get permission from Lord Halifax to go

potoOo




“

out to Rome. I do not seeaanyone else to do it because thg
approach through Ei 1 er than anything our

peoplé ¢an do for us. 1l should like to see Cardinal Hi )
first; his secretary told me he wog%%véiggwggdggg_mg'again,'~

so that is easy. There would be di ies -. the War Office

would be dead against it, but if our Archbishops and the 4
Cardinals approve, it would be difficult for Lord Halifax ok
not to be sympathetic. I may be coming up to London quite

soon, and should like much to see you and the Buxtons. L
I have let Denys Boyd-Carpenter know because I want him as . = =
a companion. I also told Malcolm MacDonald because he kindly =
helped me the 1l&s im v getting a letter through the -
Foreign Office Bag to Lord Perth."

|
S
With kindest regards, -zlw

Yours sincerely,

o
TER Coreiyatl s
T. C. P% CATCHPOOL - ¥ ' _
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/ misery:and want have been so great as in the two years Preced-
/ ing the advent of the Third Reich.

r
-

I think therefore that at best this playing for revolution
is a great and uncertain gamble;-and in VIEW oI tHelatest events
I regard it as a foregone conclusion that if revolution occur,
whether soomer or later, it will be awggzg;utianmtﬂwBQAQQQXﬁ§£kmmm
Even supposing, then; that we—gre successful in the doubtful
aim of fomenting subversion with our leaflets, whiech T myself
can ggxdlgng@ee%abeforﬁmwaxzexhaustign sets in, there is no
Tikeélihood of a submissive democratic German Government. Indeed,
|| Seeing that it Iy the Nazi extremists who a1l the time have been
/| Dpressing towards the Bolshevie goal, it is difficult to see why
!\ steh a transition should need ne€d-new Chiefs at all. W& shall
get inereasing ldentification between the two vest totalitarian
systems, and in the brocess,it igall that is best and most mod-
erate even in the Germany of to-day, that will be lost. This
‘ in my view is the goal towards which wgmaré‘driving, if we are
mad enough to continue the war. If in denger ourselves, we
should try to rally America to our cause, a#d it would become

a world-wide ideological conflict of unprecedented horror. I have

might be a lenghhy brocess, the end would see the liberation
of ngchs and Poles, though not in all brobability thdrVersailles
frontiers,which no one ought to consider sacrosanct, more surely

glgﬁwvcd/%k restored than could eéver happen through wer.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

- / t
S22 o ffit:y,o e AbALA&rscc%u\igisz fuu»6~ .

BAN.
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I was so pleased to see you again last Friday evening,
but it made me feel rat.er conscience-stricken to remembern that I
have never replied to your 1ettetr of Oct.bth., in which you asked
me to explain further what I meant bY helping the moderate Germans
to put their house in order. “Please pardon my neglect. . ‘

I fear that you attached more importance to my words than they
or the thought behind then justify. I knew SO many mo@gggpewgeggke
in Germany who supported in varying degree the Nazi régime, at least
in the negative sense of tolerating it because they could see no-
thing to take its place but communism or chaos oI both, that I
always felt a certain confidence that, given time, combined with
sympathy abroad 67 thne legltimate aspirations of the Reich and
reasonable support in the desire to attain them, the period of
high fever would burn igself out, the grosser excesses .of the sysbt-
en gradually disappear, and a period of ordered development set
in for the Reich, both within its frontiers and in its relations
with the omtside world. Things took a different course, in part ¥
think for lack of sufficient petience and tolerance in dealing with
both the yoﬁﬂ@”ﬁﬁﬁ”f&fﬁéﬁkbruta}}gkyig rous Third Reich, as with
some of its leading ﬁ@?gvﬁﬁff?féé,'éﬁﬁkeVéﬂﬁé”Bf'ifg'bareer. One
frequently teads nowadays t cgestion : the western DPOWeTS
looked on,withwa_ggggggf henevolent goodwill whilst such events as
the introguction of conseription; oF the march into the Rheinland,
were baking place, and that credit is due to us for such tolerant
behaviour. 1 watched those events from inside the Reich, and I
think rother that the outery, hostility and threats with which they
and similar acts were greeted, so far from making any good impress-— -
jon of benevolent toleration, only confirmed the conviction that it

ever the Reich were to obtain what if“?@%ﬁ?ﬁé@fggbjuéfiéé and liber- |
ation from the shackles QfNVersailles,~it”&Yuld only be through
such defiant unide 1 action. Each reaction to events of this

kind creates a situation of growing tension which results in a more
violent disturbance oI international stability when the next event
occurs. The same sort of consideration epplies in the jmore personal |
relations of foreign statesmen and governments with-Teading person- |
alities of the Reich, particularly Hitler asnd-Ribbentrop. I am prob-i
ably asking more than is fal? of gny hum@gwbggggwbui\a Quaker, in :
thinking that any otieT Teaction to such behaviour as we had-to put =&

. . s - AN . :
up with might have been possible. The emlgréé, breathing out hatred |
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and reveunge,did not help; bdt it is right to put back the responsib-
ility Tor that onto Hitler, for it is only natural,after all that
they have gone through. In short, my hope or tyeory that the mod-
erate_elements in the Reich might under more favourable conditions

have turned eévents into-happier directions, is probably expecting

JmoTe thau puman-flature has in 1ts power to give. Such was my hope,
however, whilst I was living in Germeny; and I met with enough
experience,in my own relations with German people of all categories)
of a nature to nourish the hope to the end. In all this I start
of course with the Quaker faith that spiritual evils like the Nazi
mind in its worse aspects cannot be destroyed by methods so like
its own as is war, but only driven underground in one plaﬂ.’to
break out sometimecsomewhere else, probably in greater fury than
beforey; whereas it could be overcome and changed, albelt perhaps
but slowly and through much pain and sufferi g,bgy methods oﬁ‘?n

o &

~efitirely, different kind. A Lad Sornt «ne
S & % a'

The two methods are mutually exclusive, for when once war has
broken out, most-of-the-chanfiéls through which influence might be
”EFEEgh%mto.bear are closed; and the minds of whole nations =are
turned away from the things that might possibly unite peoples, to
become occupied exclusively with those that separate violently.

Iy thogght of supporting moderate opinion to put its own house in
order postulates therefore the possibility of normal contacts, and
disappears in time of war. My mind therefore turns away from any-
thing which depends upon winning the war, however good it may be
in itself. I cannot interest myself &n the good world after Hitler-
ism has been smashed. I find myself concentrated upon how to end
hostilities as quickly as possible, so that healing instead of in-
flaming processes may begin to work. S Nm\ﬂ

Iy doubts about positive results from the Leaflet War, expressed
in my last letter, have been strengthened rather than otherwise
during the interval; and much that I have heard and read has con-
tributed in the same sense. I heard in the radio news this evening
that German leaflets are being dropped in France. Would it ever

oceur to us that they could have &ny effect there? Or that German
tracts over England would cause anything but amusement? Denunciat-
ion of Hitlerism shows no understanding of German psychology, or
indeed of any psychology at all. Nothing~ts-more likely to.stiffen
the resistance.of German people than-t0 be“told That they lack .
€ssential equipment, food or leaders for conducting a successful
war, and that-they are certain to lose. There seems a good deal of

point inwﬁkgéggmxﬁhxeproach, so.long as we go on talking about fight-

igf@ﬁg;@estrgzwgixiawﬁﬁm, that the Allies are the aggressors, with
the inewitable German reaction which that must involve. I therefore
turn to thoughts of intervention and conference. This presents
difficulties enough; but a conference will have to be held sometime,
and experience points to the likelihood of more satisfactory and
more permanent results being attained whilst reason is still in

command and civilisation relatively undamaged, than could be the

ST T
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case aftwr a "fight to a finish", when ruin is universal and the
: passions of wartime in control of men's minds. The help of

4 : neutrals, especially of the big neutrals, would be of vital im-

¥ podtance. I have often wondered whether, in view of the deep-
rooted distrust of Britain in Germany, as well as vice-versa, the
most hopeful possibility for a successful conference might not
lie in handing over the whole thing to neutrals, if a group with
adequate prestige could be induced to act.

I think my view, expressed in my last letter to you, thht f any
revolutionary change occurred in Germeny 1t is more likel @ be
in the nature of increasing bolshevisation rather than in urn
to tame democratic government, has been strengthened in the mean-
time, but I am thankful that Molotov has stressed Russian neut-
rality and desire to work for restoratlon of peace. I had separate
talks with liessrs.Jan Masaryk and Dr.Bene¥ yesterday, and both of
them happened to mention independently that high cireles in London
are flirting with the idea of first re-establishing democratic
government in Germany, and then proceeding to mapgh with Germany
in an ideological war agalnst Russia. If such fantastic thoughts
are really being taken seriously, one becomes anxious at the re- i
moteness of responsible thought from the realities of the situat- 1
Lon.,

It seems hardly possible that there can be any considerable
winter offensive of a military nature, so we may have some months
to reconsider the whole insane and unholy predicament in which &
Europe finds itself. I suppose that Hitler may use this time of
waiting to prepare his forces for the great onslaught and his
mind in growing bitterness and hostility. How good it would be
if these months could be regarded rather as truce than as period
of preparation for renewed aud intensified hostilities. Public
opinion in our country, and perhaps even political opinion in
porliamentary and government circles, seems to be changing, if
only slightly. If this change in the direction of desire to ex-
plore the possibilities of conference, of negotiation rather than
of trial by violence, could be conveyed to Germany curing the
winter period of waiting, perhaps a change might set in there too,
a little seed sown in the wintry soil, unseen but alive and ready

£
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to grow and in the coming spring to bear fruit not of evil but of §§
8004 . 4
|

I wonder if you know that Edith Ellis 1s Just back from Italy? i
We expect a visit from her in our home tomorrow evening, and look ‘é
forward to hearing her report. No doubt you will be seeing her. 2
b

I enclose a copy of a brief note my wife and I sent to our
local li.P. some weeks,ago. There is no need to acknowledge this
letter, or return the neclosure. I must indeed apologise to you
for having written at such length.

ARl

With kindest regards,

@
=N . o
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13+ 1. 1940

The Ldltor

Hews Ghmniah,
Bouverie Street.
LONDIN. BsCe 4

Dear Sir,

You do right in & recent leadlng article: "Boumbs
and Fullles" to stigmatise the brutality of Nazi polliey in
attacking defenceless fishingsbeats; but when you add thag
we canaot retaliste, one 1§ cuused to stop and thinke Hot
only are we using a powerful weapon, l.e. the blockade, whosne
O thct is most devastating upon that seetion of the community
generslly considered to be the mbst defenceless, the little
ehildren; but it may even be questioned whether the lazi brud-
alities referred to are not themselves, in part at least, in
the nature of retaliatory measures &g&i

» nst the recent intens-
{fied use of the blockade weapon. You deseribe the Nagi
pelig as: "Here is a man who can't defend himself, let's go
and hit him", Might not our own polliey in this repsect be
described as: "Here's & child who can't defend himself, let's
go and hit him"? As tO the erfect of blockade upon ohild
life in the last war, may I quote the then editor of your
papers Ure heG. Guldineiy of the bally News, who vitnessed,

I aid, Tis devastation? ™A generatiog who

as | and TertTie s

have never known sufficlency of f00Gesselie sum of wretched-
ness is so vast as to be beyond human reliefssseseFor our
good nane we might cancel the diserimination agalnst these
ehildren”. Those children are the young vazis of to-day.

is not the morsl of this, to try to find even now
a way out of this tragic situation, which is driving two
nations to rival one another in efforts to subject . cent
and defenceless sections of each other's populationto a
maximum of suffering?

Yours singerely,

Te Ca Po CATCHPOOL



6. BErskine Hill

My dear Charles. C\ | %6/

both because of the wr
to recovery, and because
active life just now. Yo
kmEx at work that it is not\gurprising. A period of quiet
will I hope ‘and trust restor ou with renewed energy for
the resumption of the great t « I return herewith the

indly se e (dadgd 23.1II.40) with which I

gfﬁt P , ___baper you So k :
"% ardly say eel the most cNgplete agreement, in view
] hfwyﬁ,ih;MNWJMOf which I think there is no need comment upon it.

¥ (
v \F‘” w
hear yol are unwell,

have to pass through
ardly be spared from

to
ched -time y
ou can so

: ]
have the feeling that it does not go so directly to the
most essential point as your own considerations of the
subject. It may however be intended for a rather differ-
X(A **”“\ﬁnt circle, with whom it is necessary to adopt more of the

argumentum ad homin@m line, which would make understandable
Nt ol cpace given (in the first two sections:
Popular Views and Illusory Guarantees) to the negative
ij aspect of the subject, points of view and argumeits presum-
WA

ably not shared By the autiior of the memorandum. Otherwise

q " it seefs UNcessa 0 mé to consider these views so fully,

e A AAA
L ol
Y With regard to the positive segtions: Genuine

b ?i} Ggggggéggg;gggmggggigions for Negotiats®® Peace; these are
% g important, though not I think stated so congisely
afid erfectively as you have done. There is one point of
view with which I do not feel myself-quite in agreement, if
B e e s ety Mﬂ“*“""

T,
Sk

Debe0Oo

have however been so incessantly’

if at allT They T1ll nearly half the space of bthe lMemorandum.
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for stable peace would be to bring home to the Germans&dis-
inclination for war through g recognition by them that
aggression does not pay:¥ To return to the beginning of
%}5 this argument,I think thd only ultimate way of dealing with

‘£L§\ I have understood it rightly, viz. that the best guara&tee

the German unrest is not Jthis negative one - not to insist
v on proving to them that glggression has failed, or upon a
Iy, military "disappointmeny", before we can consider any other
3w attitude towards them Jut that of meetirg force with force;
. but in thinking of th¢ deeper causes of the unrest and
?&i planning a settlemeng which the Germans themselves would
accept because they/fclt that it satisfied certaln demands
5 which they believed to be fundamentally just and reasonable
£ - in short a wor)f in which they woukd feel happy through
a sense of equafity and fair dealing. I still]l believe that
.§ this is the rigft way to deal with threats of domination,in

so far as thefe really exist. I am inclined to think that
they could phve been sublimated by such treatment before the
situation gharpened to the point of war, but that they may
L well deve)}op if war is extended and intensified . In this
b connectighh I have been wondering whether we could not take
S up Bormgh Angell's suggestion of throwing open the British
Empire/and all itsbag¥§xtages to any who care to enter it.
« If this were interpreted, Ol Germany merely becomimg another
of thfe Dominions, it is, of course, of no value; but if it
k a real and complete partnership on equal terms, then
ppens a grand vision for future pace on a basis which
might be permanently unshakable. It was at once objected
"the meeting that no British Government would ever consider
afything of this kind, and that is, I am afraid, the real
difficulty. If however a movement with people of Sir Norman
Mnegell's prestige behind it could be started,there might
{e favourable conditions for a national campaign along these
1ynes. —» Pleorr go o ¥.3, 2md pavSgroadsts.

2 I doubt whether this is psychologically sound or &
possible of attainment with any certainky. Lord halifax in
his recent speech to students at Oxford maintained ( and I
think it is the main or only point o substance in & long
address) that force could guard the Ileld in which good can
work and render positive service which can be given in no
other way. Force on the scale and the nature of modern
totalitarian war, however, seems to me more like starting
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{E~§}airie fire, which may spread almost indefinitely and
beyond the power of man to stop it; or to use another
pilcture, when Lord Halifax, as qubted in the liemorandum, sdys
it is essential that German aggression should not prove

to have been good busibess, 1t seems to me like a gambler
at lionte Carlo saying: I must play on until I have at least
recovered my losses. He ignores the nature of gambling, as
it seems to me so many sensible people nowadays ignore the
nature of war - but L find myself entering into the sphere

of pure Pacifism, and that is taboo in political consider-
éﬁ

lonsd -« Chast %;Wro ol M U G W PO RS Y‘L.z,.;.

I am afraid I have begome somewhat rambling, but it
is such a relief to be able to chat with you, even by letter,
that I trust you will pardon me. Of course you must not
trouble with anything of this kind until you feel inclination
to do so. This applies also to the two other enclosure which
I send. One of these is part of a letter I smnt to Ben
niley, following my recent conversation with him, giving
some indication of his attitude, which I suppose is typical

“of the Labour Party in gegeigégbygwhose points of view he seems

to have been completely « The other is a develop-
ment of a question put to me at a Y.M.C.A. meeting at which

I spoke last Sunday evening, of about 100 young men,at VWesten-
super-liare. I do not feel quite sure that this is the whole
of the answer. Sometime I should value your comment upon it.

With affectionate greetings and all good wishes,

C,a\/o{(/\,

-

// 4

Pe Se

You do not need to be told that I would come to see
you at any time when you are a little better and care for
me to do so.
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% April 11lth. 1940

Charles Roden Buxton Esg.
Upshire Bury

Waltham Abbey,

Essex.

7

My\ast letter from you was your confidential
circular of 28th.WArch, which I received on April 4th.
I need not tell youl\that you have been much in my tioughts
all the time, though\there has been a rather long delay
since I last wrote to\you. I did not quite realise that
you expected comment cept upomn the personal question in
your earlier letter abdit the possibility of retiring from
political life for some\gonstructive work in writing.
Iy reference to "a politXcian plays truant" was not meant
to be taken too seriously I realisdl, of course, that any
work you might undertake i\ lieu of practical part in current
political events would be oX the Firat importance - not that
the delight of your literar; essays is & thing of little
importance in the world as if\is to-day. Tiey gave me a real
and abiding sense of our own Precious national heritage.

iy dear Charles,

In view of your request' for comment on the
sec.nd aspect\of your letter, I have deen loeking for it with
& view to replying further, but I am sorry to say that it
has been mislaWd somewhere amongst my meny papers, and in
these last few \ushed hours before leaving to join my family
at the seaside & a few days I have not had the calm moment
required to think\where I can put my hand on*it. I remember,

cote of the dual language of our Government.
4+ nad mysell been iNpressed. by the apparent contradietion
between the apathy oN public opinien, so. far as I could gauge
it, almost complete aNsence of anytihing like war mentality
Or entgusiasm, almost A lack of interest; and on the other hand

ion of exactly that mentality in the
e

almost universal expres:
*
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I have felt completely stunned by the latest V¥
. develigppents ¥g the war. We had reached a point“when theregp
seemed a congensus of evidence that the deadlock was likely 7
to continue. This gave hope that influences making for peagé
might have a reasonable chance to work; but it was 'elear

T e

breakdown into a frightful offensiVe somewhere or other might
occur at any moment, perhaps even though neither-side desired
or intended it - and this has now happened, probably with
more desire aid intention on both sides:than seemed likely
only a Tew days ago. It'is & great setbaek to'all our
hopes. I do not like leaving 'London at such a moment and

—gannot-bear the thought of ,even a few days at the geaside,
"but the family is there withh grandfather,-and I have already
postponed departure two days beyond the promised date of
joihing, them. ‘I think it /s right %o go now, and the next
Tew days will give me the opportunity to recover Trom the

again in the same sensel as before, however difficulties may
have increased. 1% may be necessary o re-think the whole
situation and perhaps change somewhat the nature andimetiiods

of our efforts, but they will remain essentially the same

DO'O\vv(

in fundamental purpose Doinot let this/ weigh upon you too ~

heavily.

0 ‘ With affectionate greetings,

bLs  —oer,
CLOV—’f{&,u.
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that even with the continuing deadlock,in the present situation

shock; after which we must begin quietly' to-resume’ our wozk:ly A
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April 26th. 1940

To the Editor
The Manchester Guardian
BANCHESTER.

Dear 8ir,

4ll friends of sanity iﬁ wartime will be thankful
for your leading article of 24th. inst. in reference to the
speech of Mr. Duff Cooper at the St. George's Day Luncheon.
| It is not sufficiently realised that the mentality
3 which such usterances revedl, is not exelusively a wartime

~ product; for instance, immediately after Munich, when tender-
ing his'rcaignation. Mr., Duff Cooper said that Hitler was
"more open to the language of the mailed fist" than to other
f@fms of approach. At Saarbruecken, on Octover 19th. 1938
Hitler replied that "Messrs, Chamberld n and Daladier did their
\ utmost to find a road to Peace", but(he added) "they rule in
| countries where internal construction makes it possible for
them to be raplaoeﬁ by others not so concerned with Peace;
wd such smxé’u?es exist: Mr. Edem, Mr. Churchill, kr. Duff

@?per......lt Wwould be the aim of these men to begin a new
Wﬁ%@ war immedlately. They make no bones about 14",
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We do not need to accept this monstrous charge, to
see that the mentality of people like Mr. Duff Gooper and is\ls
public expression do not only Jeopardise, as you point out,
the peace-making which must ultimately be undertaken.
In the eritical months prior to the outbreak of war, when
peace hung in the balance, and we claimed to be doing all in
our power to preserve it, thig mentality contributed to
the final breakdown of the sabat&garcf such efforts.

Recognition of this fact may help to that understand-

ing of German mentality and its psychological reactions which
is essential if a lasting settlement is ever to bo attained.

Yours 4 ncerely,

T. Co P. CATCHPOOL

st




490, PARLIAMENT HILL,
LONDON, N.W.3.

lay 4th. 1940

Lord Noel-Buxton,
18, Cowley Street
Westminster.

Dear Lord Loel-Buxton,

When my wife anq/I werewith you last week

I mentioned my meeting with ér. Berbgf/at Salzburg shortly
X i
before the outbreak of war, aﬁ&mafggoposed Open Letter to
Thé Times which we discussed together then. His idea was
that all effofts to modify the attitude of the British
Govermment had failed, the situation was becoming rapidly
criticai, and that the only possible way of saving it might
be a direct appeal over the head of our Government to the
British people. Berber was at Salzburg near his ehiet
Ribbentrop and other heads of the Farty, who were all at
the time ensconced around berchtedgaden participating in
final decisions and arrangements. I spent a whole day with
him. In the morning we discussed the general situation, in
the afternoon we went for a motor ride in the lovely country
around Salzburg and sat on a rock at the Top of a mountain

pass.’ 1 took out a writing block whilst Berber paced up

|2



Lord Noel-Buxton June 4. 1940
18, Cowley Street.

and down in front of me, thinking out and expressing the

sort of thing that might be sald in the proposed Open Letter.

I jotted down some notes of this, and when I got back to Berlin
hext day, drafted the‘letter, a copy of which I enclose. I am
sorry that it is not more legible. Please do not try your eyes.
If it is not quite easily legible to you, I would wish you to
send it back, and 1 would have it re-typed. I enclose also

copy of a covering letter which I wrote at the time to Dr. Berber.
Both letbters were sent by the hand of a special courier to
Salzburg. The Foreign Office was communicating in this way

each day with Ribbentrop, and oommunicatibns for Dr. Berber
could be sent in the official bag. At the time of our interview
Berber expected to be back in Berlin within a few days, and

your brother Charles was also due to arrive a few days later.

We therefore had great hopes that he and Dr. Berber might be
able to meet, and the idea was that Charlesand I and perhaps
Roger Carter, who was also in Berlin at the timse, should sign
the letter as three English people who were in Berlin at the
critical time, and who had some contacts with the German author-
ities. During the few days following the dispatch of the letter,
I was frequently on the telephone to Berber's hotel at Salzburg.
There was a special line to him from his Institut fHr aussenpo-

litische Forschung. Le was however constantly engaged with
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came back, and Charles also had to leave. Roger Carter, who

T g

Lord Noel-Buxton June 4.1940
18, Cowley Street.

his chief from the time of my visit onward and kept postponing
the date of his arrivel in Berlin. We did not discuss my draft
letter together by telephone, as there was hope of our meeting

o

in person. This however faded. I had to leave Berlin before he

stayed on in Berlin until a week before the beginning of the
war, had one final interwlew with Berber, when however nothing
of special significance transpired, it being already too late.

You will see from my letter to Berber that even whilst
drafting the Open Letter composed from notes of my conversat-
jon with him, I had a strong sense of the futility of such a
last-minute effort. Charles and Roger Carter, bto both of whom
T showed the draft, also felt it quite useless and hopeless.

In view of this and of my failure to discuss it further with

Berber himself, nothing was done about it. Reading it again
%;%gﬂthis distance of time, and across the intervening events,
it gives me the impression of a much more reasonable proposition
then it evidently did in August last. The feeling of futility
which we all had at that time indlcates, I think, the degree

of intransigence on both sides in those last months prior to

the outbreak of war, after our guarantee 1o Poland of liarch 3lst.
I had almost forgotten the term "Peace Front" which was evidently
being used last summer and was thCught 6f as”the best guarantee

for the preservation of peace. It is of tragic interest to
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note the earnestness with which the Open Letter begs our country
not to be misled by the illusion that war could be prevented in
that way - merely by a rigid front of w@ésermination to'resist
aggrssion, should it occur, by force. It is evident that Berber
thought at that time that what I have called in the Letter the
"middle alternative™, was a possible line of political action,

and might have met with success. Althoush he was no doubt impressed
by the desperate nature of the situation (in the afternoon drive

I mentioned above, we saw the roads full of norses being brought
in by the farmer folk for mobilisation),he certainly thought it
worth while to make this final effort at an agreed settlement.

He would not ha#e gone to so much trouble if he had not thought
there was at least & possibility of success. Uy impression is
that he saw the intransigence on the German side and felt that no
modification of Hitler's determination to carry things to the ex~-
treme, if the other side maintained its determined opposition,could
ve achieved. I any way out was to be found, the move had to come
from our side. I think/&e would have admitted that this was not

a fair give - and - take; but that in view of the appalling alter-
native (which we are at this moment experiencing) he was justified
in asking for a final attempt to avoid it from our side, even at
the cost of pocketing a little pride, and believed that there was
at least a chance, 1 40 not know wual odds he would have Taken

upon it, of suocess!
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All these considerations are academic tb-day, but they
are perhaps needed in order to understand the Open Letter; and
I at least have found them interesting in looking back upon
them now.

I enclose also COpies of two letters written recently
to the Manchesfer Guardian. The later one was publicshed in that
AR ; ol o Stedge Yt ‘ov Yo
paper yesterday<s There is no need toireturn any of the enclosures.
With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

% 1 coumnor A di;“: §
&O¥j ?f o Sawol, —’T”Zj}r‘<:23r’(:\kypﬂocyk

.0 P, CABGEROOE.

———
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P 24, IX. 1940

To the Editor of TIE TIMES,
Londons E«Ce 4

I am sure that every reader of The Times will
agree with the expressions of horror and detestation

at the sinking of the ship carrying child refugees to
Ameriea, contalned in yeﬂrrlaaéina article "Victims of
the Nazi", of 20rd. inst. I think nevertheless that
our British sense of fairness and honesty should cause
us to recognise that blockade appears to the Germans

as a cold and slow but equally deliberate and sure
method of destroyimg ehild life. At all events, such
was the case in and after the last war, and 1 presune

it is so still. The effectiveness of the blockade weapon
against child life can be abundantly documented from the
records of reliable British witnesses of its results.

Yours faithfully,

Ts Ce Po CATCHPUOLs



o qu:._ G B e ;

| SMMLQT K. H Rome's ,
'WQ3.3.4@ e &‘xm'(@u:du?.ﬁﬁjg

- W Drodeud B Lo ﬁ;,u,‘m;ﬁr('.c.cazze;p.we yl 1933,
Bate,  Croradld R plok & form an CEam SIS

) C@Mq'-w %-\-gl/w* - ‘ : : |
a'\-g/\-—l." K meu% o 00 v '
| - o MW& 8

0 the Pldihs Fagoalbosragumg vrritd <
" | . ”' Mo S u—l?\'z}-’i
FW"‘"""“E“&‘""‘CNJL A Ottt Pl
b e uek ek (adae- et

|
1
|
|

: T Sy e o Aéw
'Fa-l&_.o M She mﬁ«w&a PV o &;Q‘,.‘ a
s o~ *W‘W 4



R U

B ——

J’ Tel.: Hampstead 3370

 Lord Noel-Buxton.

49, PARLIAMENT HILL,

LONDON, N.W.3.
March 23rd,1948.

an
gation: Belsize Park

My bear rriend,

_ 1. do.not:know whether you will remember that on the occasion
of your visit to Berlin in 1933,when L was living there as repres-
entative of the knglish rriends, .1 introduced to you & young uerman,
at that time 1 suppose a youth of about 18 who was a leader in one
of the Youth movements. which were almost innumerable in wxBXYhitler
Germany, and several of which were at that time struggling to main-
tain their exTstence independent of the nitler-Jugende. 1the boy,
Karl Heing Burau)who will be a man of about 32 now,appears to be in
some diri\ic yith the Authorities. L ‘am not quite sure whether
with the tion or the German, 1 think with the latter. He has
written me pages and pages on the subject of his present situatiom,

Wrfﬁ~BUEB‘§%E§E~232332%~;§§%nSt him, though he is not in prison or

detention4 PUT 1 am No 6hE Viser as to the exact state of afrairs.
Since soon after the time of the interview with you mentioned above,
i myself have heard nothing further rrom Burau until he wrote to me

again a few weeks agoe. L remember him quite clearly, but in view
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of the long interveni period during whi¢h . know nothing
|~ except from his own,I€tters as to what he was doing or what was
happening to him, it is difricult to know how one can help him
] NOW, He was an ambitious youth, and though he claimedf to have
got into difricultiés by opposing the Nazis, i dow ot leel sure
! .@s to the direction in which his ambitions mdy ha :

. My wire and i1 have recently spent six months in uermany with
“the rriends nelief Service. 1a May we expect to go again to
‘Germany, Tor a few weeks,visit to tNe French and American zones
of Occupation. I hope to be able to see ur,Berber, who ‘is now

“_llVlng in Baden-Baden, and hae some po§t*ﬂﬁﬁ€?wiﬁb‘French Occupat-
ion Authorltles tuere. BhAn , ; e

R e e

e o

Wlthkkindest greetlngS,}

Your friend olncerelyngww;wwﬁdg i
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K.,K,Parvau Perlia Spandsn ¥elfererweg 40 3,3,48
Te Lerd Fuxten,VP,Lenden

Ml,v; verture te remind yeu that Ikad enes the privilege te be intwe=
aycyﬁ te you by Mrp Cerder Catehpeel myself Leimg at that Gime a yeung
nﬁ;ﬂﬁat of Ferlin university.fnee I saw yew in Perlin it wes in eonnse=
tieawith s plet ef a part af the fermer Piindisehe Jugendbewsgumg te
- maintain legally ar erganisatien seperaled fwem the parity’sHitler Jus=
gond,We had impressed MHitler-usiag Ceneral ven Reieherau,st that time
ehief efthe Vinisterant der Wehrwaeht,and pudelf Hess via Albresht MNaus
kefer and direetly and influential guarters ef the Auswirtiges Ast as
- interwediansewith the avguuent tkat suek a sepersted ergarizstien wewld
be very usefulfer representative resessin eenassetien with fersign afl=
fairs and espeeially irx regard te & pepular understanding with TriSain,
at that time ens of Hitler®s main aims,, . Vay I ask te remenbesr ths sit=
zcatien ef that time,~sentimentally se very differsnt Lres the time ef
163%and later and ef teday,~a situatien whiek ewentually led te ke Na=
val Treaty and the Muniek Agroement?Ve yeungsters belisved hewnestly in
/,/tho pessibility ef amn undsrstanding and keped te sueesesd ik our plans
by and by by plets,S¢ we planned & seperated erganisatien,influsneed
\ reslly enly by eurselves and quite IndepeRd®Rt ia its® peliey and spirit
 frew the party,0f seurse,ws had te deseive Hitlerihat it wemld Le in
 his interest te graxt us sush a lisenes,Te eenvines Hitler we were ea=
“ﬁ ger te gol a hearty weleeme by FPadem Fewell and serrespending Fritisk
quarters at ense when we sheuld get permissiente publish maythking abeat
that erganisation,¥e had alrsady sSueeesded in getiting Rausskning’®s{kesad
ef Danziz peveramsnt)suppert whe had sent s greap(half HJ kalf eur beys
under eur tutership and ear name te the Jamberee ir (Gedllld1833-te the
bitter snger of ven Sehirash As we suddenly Seemed te saesssd it was
left te =e te imferm guiekly Fritish guarters in erder Le givs us Lhe
afferdsd repense,is yeu just happened te be ix Farlin I a3ked yeu-~of
_ seurse witheut givimng yeu names and detailsin erdsr net te endanger
e janessassarily by any pessibls indeseretien anyledy elss--te inferm
b

"adsn Pewsll,er the serrespending expert fer Lkis,in gensral sbeut eur
lan,This yeu premised me te de,May bé yeu hardly earx ressaber,it may
sver be it was mere kind peliteness er yeur sids than sarmest msaning
48 1 may Rave sesmsd te yeu tee yeumng and unsxpsrisnsesd in pelitiss,
rut after all em xy side it was earmnsst meaning,and T rPensnber tee very
distinetly that M» Calekpeel had arranged my sseing yeu,-as I had end
treated him te de,~during & walk aad met at the Faissrhef Fer I kad b
been afraid ef the Gestape®s ssseret misrephenes st thre Kaisarhel and
T was quite eerseiens that aeserding te the Cerssn terainelegy I was
sexpitting Migh Treasen and Ly speaking with yeu asbeut Landesverral,
whieh meant deathpanaltiy, ‘ .
Unfertunstely im the erd we did net sueseed in this and ether plans, By
and by mest er all ef my asseeiatesgel killed by the Cestape,Albrashi
Maushelfsr &8 the last by &« speeial Cestapesnvey erly a few heurs be=
ferm tLhs Russian® eeaguered Lhe prisen,] myself Rhave new getl inte dif=
fieulties abeut my past, It therefer weuld bDe ef sxtrerevalue for mne
te got yeur testimemy by sems lines tkat yeu remember Lhat I gave yeu

W EEN e i) i

sseretely valuable pelitieal imside inforastien er abeat the plet
against the HJ and se emn, : ;
T eertainly did at that tise met aim fer a werld war te everthrew Lks
Eitler regims but I 3id TWeive fer an understanding Detween Cermany
and espeeisally the AngloSaxens,snd fer undernining the Hitler rogin;
2By ¢ P AReS bring abeut a velumbary ®=
i E{t E'Q:af;sgizaiiﬁy’x3§¢IA§:%7 & ‘f g;.v.]ttalOthir t?!llph ® Hi%l.-
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lerian feree,This wasthe general preblem I mentiensd te yeu the diffa-
Ponrt Limes T was priveleged te ses yeu, Naive and primifive as my ide=
s may seen Le=day after all what has happensd sines it still is a
faet that the gansralz(venx Pritsshe)were ultimately prevented frex an

- earnest plet enly by Lhe umessaspary triuxph ef Nitler's persenal pelis
¢y in regard te Austria,as at least it was made Dy prepaganda,( I may
¢lais te be am expert ix this preblem as I kad very intimate talks with
SejssInquart abeut all sides ef the preblem as early as 36);- - 3 g
Byen if T skeuld have bosx’nisﬁtkcnﬁoattinbu Jthink I sheuld be feor=

given fer my youbth and my :ocﬁtill,?oaidqs‘I‘ﬁaiwplt te ) inte senssnirae
tion eamp,even destined te death Ly the peieussieherheitsiauptsnt and
enly eseaped Lhis fate by'apucfﬁi'ﬁbitf&ff“fbil”hiﬁmtii‘htppyitdfﬁsvn
te apprenshr yew with suek gqusstiens te kelp mebut all thia serl el de=
aszifieatien often is wather disgusting,.Se I Hepe yeu will kirdly ‘see
what you ean de,T am ebliged te yeu and te M» catehpeel whe kindly

preuined te pass the lutter te yeu, = ' : : LB

I pexain Sir yeurs sinserely s

x /E)n AL 'L pol | t e x
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