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1, Porchester Terrace,
Hyde Park,W.
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I am much ebliged fi?fyour letter and am writing back in

/

/

CO“Jldence , the reply /being dictated to my daughter whe knews
/

7 ; b {
i
|

and respects the impgrtance of secrecy in these matters.

I am ver reatlv concerned and alstresved at the pesitio
y isn e

affairs ap}ear te be taklng;w My ef?orts to establlsh an understandlng

with the Government met with neg success.,. and the rézzon I. Lzo(
o Tl st W / M

belive, is this?z'xhe Germans are, i&—ﬁﬁﬂ—pfﬁﬁ@ﬁ%zaaﬁ%ﬁv, mors

confident ef V1Ptory thah they have been fer many months past -

(S ,_‘«,is-;—.f »——&1—(»-»5 ;
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nrobably mere so than at any time during tne last twe years. Their

relief en the Fastern front their coenfidence as te the future
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effect of submarine wavfare upon our supplies, their auq;z@e6ﬁ~_6ajflgéi
ittt
as te the}position of F”ance and Italy, their knewledge as te

the hindrance of eur eff@rts in Mesepotamla and ‘Palestine, their

safe passage through the difficult days ef May and the knowledge :

sy Hmeih e

that their econemic dlf 1cultles may soon be lightened,are no

iR T TIRN BSOS

doubt all contributing &vfﬁeﬁﬂe te this eninlen, even if we nmay

think they afferd ne selid justification for e The s&rery tone



1, Porchester Terrace,

Hyde Park;W‘

ef their spe ches in tne Relchbtat, the marKed change 1n the

i e s s s R RO

dcmand that are now being fermulated threugh the Press, the
dlfferenf quallty ef ven Bethmann Hollweg s speech, all afford
evidence of¢ this view and make me feel that it is difficult te

combat.

E The result is serious. It means that ne lenger is it pessible ;f

for us to obyain by voluntary oeffer oen the part of Germany terms

that would even involve the restoration of Belgimm and the

s

evacuation of Frdﬁce. Their temper is hardened and our chance
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of negetlatlon not enlv seems mererrgiope , but the prespect of

?génlng 1t up appears even mere difficult ef attaimmentéﬂ

he right cour)gwfor us. to fellow in these circum=-

v if”‘k stances I find it hard to decide. I hae® often looked with

A Y

5}5 ‘i&@ﬁ; suspicien upon the view that silence should be‘obsefved”for

% 2523; IﬁatAbpee;h bh;Uld encourabe thé enemy , but I- am not sa¥isfied
L that at this moment that is not yhesﬁzzsmzify to take, and it

t may be;«gi[' even thougu 1t leaygupefore us nething but the b}?ﬁf
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prospect of
e N\\the leng dr¢wn bitterness ef this grievous war.
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One thing at least is certain, however many people may share
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my view, ng %6 ; !
nccrted actlon 1b at the emenu pOSolﬁlc. M

1, Porchester Terrace,
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at the beginning was that we migiht have Leen able to get aon
authoretative basis of discussion - 2 proposal emanating from

Germany conceding the demands as to ?elglum and Prance. Phis
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h@pe has gone by. i particularly enquired as te whether there
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was information in gupport of the news that I had heard from

an apparantly authordtative source that veon Be thmann Hollweg

"
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was sending an emISSarj to the Ha@gue and Aubtrla ene te Paris;

e s Bbam
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I was teld that there was nothlng Tﬂ conf1rmat1en ef thls.

s

Jifvx%h@¥“?gque>ndtnat the Gevernmeg&ugygg}g_p\Mmade,awqrghef
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our anx1etv to knew of any pro osal, in erder that our action as

P

S

,well as the Gevernment action might ve regulated accordinglye.

1 was told that the Government would certalnlv clve oucL informa=

R S

tion but tnau the;b was nﬁuulﬂb to havy.

I should be glad indeed if you would give e your'yiews‘gp'

these observations, and you can be assured that I will treat

your communicatioen as 1 knew you will regak-d mine.
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1, Porchester Terrace,

Hyde Park, W.

April 12th 31918.

Dear Buxten,

You ask me something that is singuvlarly hard fer
me to answer.

I feel quite satisfied th:t the faie of Keighley will
respbve itself inte a fight between Tabour and Tiberalism,
in which Tabeur may &ssaek attract some of the more oleloa fb

T.iberals ewing te its peliecy on the War,

But to turn my back en all the friends, who with a leyalty
and a fidelity I shall rneyer forget sttod by me and by
the Government at one of the most critical moements in the o
wheole of our political strug gle, is to ask me something o
rather more than I can undertake.

I have not yet geen the programme of either of
the Pariies and I do not know how widely they differ. It |
might h=ve beem possible for me to heve dcne this anywhere- ‘
else, but I really cannet pessibly do it at Keighley.

Yours sincerely

/bwsu}v~64JZ: 1




3, Airlis Gardens,
Wl 8.

0¢%te 10th, 1918,

Dear Lord Buckmaster, : ; i

; " I nave received tha following raquest from tha
Committee of the Union of Democratic Con%rol :-

"The Executive Committes of *hg U,D.C. have

e ‘ samyd ssionaed ne-l0..8Sk--Foud-—to—approach-—hord E
- (iParmoorjand Lord Beauchamp, and-aery=grsirer—ieading
_. : y . “m 4 % o+ .

CYs
in connection with certain proposed public
meetings, The meetings are to_be held ath
Glasgow, Bradford and Leicester to advocate
negofiation on the basis of the Geﬂman accep;«
ance of'Wllson s 14 poin -

What is suggested is that those Just mentio
should appear on the platform, and speak, with
leading members of the U,D,Ce e are anxiou
to know, before finally arranging the meetin
whether they will be willing %o do so. Th@
meetings would not be announced as under the
pices of the U, D.u._ S %

Wa can undertake to provide in each casa
very large and 8ympathelic audience, No
disturbance of any kind has +aken place at
meetings for a long time past :

The meehtings Would apparently b2 on tha same
as the Central Hall Meeting in the spring of 1917 at whi
the connsction with the U.,D.C. workers did not iranspire
but a* which the audisnce was virtually collectnd by th

Two or three Libaral Members of Parliamen+ be
self, who are not connected with the U,D.Ce, are will
eak at such meetings as are suggested, In the p
isis T hope you may think uhe proposal a go\
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yet there were when Yar broke out twe distinct part ie% haviﬂh autnerih

- L

amorng the German peaple - the one, égz;gm;ucceaded, expre;saé the ’é
“military power - the other, which failed, desired peace¢ful and eivil %
develojment, It eught te be our object to make the latier partv all é
porerful and to win to it those ;embar& of the other party, whe, ‘E
Qﬁen the blindness caused by internaiional quarrels has paSSed away , }
woule be able to see the ruin which has been Lrought te their Ceuntry é
and te the world by the policy tney were les tt support, My view is ;
that, however difficult and however far-distant the realisatien of ;
suci & h@pu and ebject may be, it is noneilicless only by its renlis&—;%
ticn thﬁt pesce can ever be made l@sting and 3ﬁouf;:iiizﬂéuat never ;
be !orgettan that we are d@aling wizgra peoyle wha,ﬂg§f§fffa;£ﬁangeﬂ- j
y aYe.Alsregarded dn o v‘g

whatever distress and suffere
ing thsy msy have urdergone, will retain - nay, msy even have |
strengthened - their natrual charscteristies ef patience, industry,
thrffﬁ énﬁkﬁéésrminatien ia anquifé and ué@ all knéwledga'fer'th&v
purpese of persenal and nationzl develepment, ﬁegnﬁgph a nation be
governcd by the class of people who have falled tq;prGVant this War,
and the future eof Furepe may be beti: safe and happy;* Tet it be a
¥ation infected and infiltrated through and tireugh with a dssire te
redeen by force of arms a great nasional humiliatien, and Furope will
continue Lo be one vast arned camp.

It may be said in snswer to my comment .thot there is litkle
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it that suggests practical remedy and much that 1ia hypathetipa} and

vain, I do not think that I could fairly quarrel with such a rritic-

~

jsm. I can enly say thst, if the small gleam of hope which I think

erists is evtinguished, I see nothing but the blackness of unending
. i
night before Furope and the World.
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