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: s 19, me:ies Square,
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My dear Ninister,

Many thanks for your note.

I am most anxious to avoid troubling you,
especially when you have additional great matters

on your hands. But please (because of its extreme

ey) sxcuse my sending a note on the expulsion of

, You are, no doubt, much more fully informed then
those of us who get the facts from "The Times"
correspondent at Berlim, but it is clear that the
facts given by him (in spite of his natural desire

to avoid offending ?élis%; feeling) were an understatement
of the extent %o which the Polish Government has |
disvegarded the exhortation to act in an "orderly and
bumane” manner and to suspend expulsion.
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I know well that you would wish British influence

to be used to discourage disorderly action leaﬁing to
needless mﬁ’&ring, (th‘ I want $o urge that »}:m

‘is a groater problem involved, namely tw mmmﬂm of
’mc& in the distant future. Both the manner and

the amt of Polish annexations aﬁf&aﬁ #hﬁ question
whether tiﬁ* y will in the fﬁ.ﬁﬁ&ﬂ% fzxmm aﬁ@gﬁ g
the situation and become, as Churehill adumbrated,

a "good neighbour” state in the Turopean Councile
Therefore it seems evident that any moderating
infiluence which can be axmxsaa by the British

ﬁm&m& is axmwly worth while.

g&m gmzu W* f" & ﬁ&liey &f ‘compe
?ﬁlaaﬁ far lﬁss of %arritary :&n m East by mg&xai
in the North and z%‘%t, the policy was 'Fiﬁ?}a%a& in the

lords. {I had put ém a nmotion urging the danger of
ereating meﬁtivas; to German revenge m the distant
future. ) The loss of Pomeranian ma where the

population is solidly German and wixi&h is an ancient

part of ﬁaﬂmy will be an incentive ’ca revenge least
likely to be rerggtm by the Germans in the future,

18 sving
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Churehill's proposal was mgswrw& mﬁm
amisﬁgn that the deportation which must follow

B

mmtisn would be curried out in an grﬁerlg way,
comparable to that of the devortations arrauga& Wm
sece and Turkey. Hobody imagined that th&y M‘&
mean the kind of thing recently reported, such as
people dying of starvation !5? the raaﬁaiﬁ#.
On the purely humane ﬁcia af the matter p@rb&m
smthmg eould be done by way of relief wﬁrk, and I — : |
(Wwik il ?;y,\ﬁt ;m&f ;kta;m v~’i<3n in t:h: M) :. :
districts where the Poles are Wiﬁg the Go romen
population, though recuested at Potsdem m"mzapma

e

e

roments concerned of th& report of their g
reprosentatives on thedy Control Couneilw, s -

w ( fsmm\
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Goran Deportaes 2 (1Jb)

The increasing and justified c@ncernga% shown by
correspondents in the press about;tﬁé piiéht égithe thousands
of Germans who are being fﬁcibly ejected from Poland and
Czechoslovekia into a starving fatherland, without megns of
subsistence, will not mitigate the victims' sufferings..

The matter has now passed from the sphere of politics into

that of pure humanity. The root of this disaster lies

surely in the lack of fof%ight and control of the Great
Powers who set Poland and Czechoslévékia on their feet,
We are repeatedly told of immense numbers of German men,
women and children,&all human beings, who are starving,
diseased and dying Without any hope of decent treatment

which ever way they turn, and to whomsoever they appeal.,

This,in a century which is supposed to be civilized, will

for ever remain a blot on the fame of éll nations concerned,
large and small, and especially on the Great Powers who
;irange the post-war world, We pray that wars shall be no
moré; but we are working that, as soon as the Germans shall
have regained power, wars, far more terrible than the one
through which we have just now passed, witixizkmxpiamExami
will be brought about, it may be in a hundred years' time
by the desire of the Germans to avenge the brutalities of

the deportations now taking placé. The Poles and Czechs are

dore
a8 civilized peoples, and many, no doubt,d:féset the actions



of their governments. We are told that democracy is to be
the form of future governments, and it is surely now the
time for a wise, foreseeing and humane democracy to make
S — B S

its voice heard in protest against the inhuman Iéfhdfgy and
cynical lethargy in regard to the sufferings of helpless
beople,of the govermments which are supposed to represent
their wishes,' ~How that is to be accomplished, how to stop
the present European cancer from spreading, is perhaps a

- and negotiation
matter figgf worthy of the most serious consideration,of all
European and Trans-Atlantic Foreign Offices and officials.

Death is swift, but disease is long.

PC's olfert



18, Cowley Street,

Westminster,

L@ﬂd@fi; S.Ws 1
August 2lst, 1940,

Dear Sir,

uvay I suggest that the feeling of uneasiness caused
by the secrecy which still surrounds the question of enemy
aliens would be allayed by an official asmarence that the
poliey laid down in the White Peper is being carried out
without delay? It has btén admitted that mistakes have
been made. The public would like to receive en assurance ‘
thet - where possible - they are being remedied. 8o far;
the only assurance received is that where the services of
an alien can be of proved utility %o the country, use will
be madelaf such services. What, in this poliey, becomes
of the British tradition of protection %o the vie%tés of
political persecution?

How that the Home Office has teken over the care of
refugees, could it give us an authoritative statement on
the following points:- »

(1) Have effective steps been taken %0 reunite families?

Have husbands and wives been allowed %o be interned ‘

in the seme camp? Have husbands or children sent
overseas in error besen returned to their families?

(2) Have those who had built up businesses over & period
of years, and whose loyalty to this country was well
xnown, been allowed %o return to their businesses? A



\

(3) Have those who were mistakenly interned been released?

(4) Have the incredible delays in regard to correspondence
at the internees' camps been obviated?

(5) Has the stigma on the integrity of our news services
been removed by allowing internees access to news-
papers and to B.B.C. news without restrictions?

(6) Have the conditions in the camps, as regards food,
hygiene and equipment, been brought up to a reasonable
standard of decency and sufficiency?

The ansvers to the above questions will not give informa-

tion to the enemy except to emphasise that this country is

governed, not by panic legialation, but by its slowly evolved

traditions of justice and reason. It has not failed before
to give protection to the weak and sanctuary to the persecuted.
Yours truly

(Signed) NOEL-BUXTON.

The Editor,

The Manchester Guardian,
40, Fleet Street,

E'cl




Confidential

b B M 46
Note on Germay” Prisoners of War

The situation in Prisoner of War Camps in thls country is
becoming very serious. The root of the trouble is hopeless
uncertainty about the date of repatriation. DPrisoners of War
do not know whether they will be repatriated next year, in
five years' time, in twenty years' time, or not at all. This
uncertainty produces political and moral effects which may be
described without exaggeration as disastrous.

Camp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers find
- the %Bﬁétude of the prisoners as follows:

. (1) If the Geneva Convention were interpreted according

| to its spirit, the prisoners should be repatriated
immediately. It is argued that the letter of the
Convention is not being broken, because no peace
treaty has been concluded. The prisoners reply
that the argument is not valid, as the Allies
themselves have prevented the establishment of a
responsible German government with which a treaty
could be conciuded. The prlsoners'cﬁn51der,
therefbre, that they are no longer prisoners of
war.at_all, but slaves working-by duress for the
vietor.

& (2) They further consider themselves in an even worse

{ position than criminals, as a criminal knows the
i date on which he will be released.

}

(3) If work must be done by "Germany" for her victors as
reparation, then it should be done by the whole
German people .and not only by those who happen to

. Dbe. priseners-of-war by-a -mere-accident.

(4) Told that they are being held because of scarcity of
food in Germany and because of difficulties of
transport, the prisoners reply that they do not
believe it, and that they want nothing better than

i to share with their families any sufferings that

% the latter may have to undergo. They find it

1 unbearable to reflect that their families may be

% starving, while they themselves are shut away and

% prevented from doing anything to help. At the

% moment, the prisoners are thinking particularly
about next winter and wondering how their wives,
worn out after a lengthy war and its aftermath,
and gravely undernourished; will Ve ablke fo bring
up their children properly Wlthout a father S
guldance
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Camp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers note :
a rapid change in the atmosphere of the Camps since the beginning
of the present year. In particular:

(1) The spiritual atmosphere has most gravely deteriorated.
There is not merely a general feeling of hopeless-
ness but bitterness and hatred.

(2) Educational activities had previously flourished. Now
they are paralysed: prisoners of war refuse to
attend courses, and walk about in misery. They say
they don't want to be educated, but to be sent home,

(3) There had previously been a growing acceptance of the
principles of Christianity and democracy. This
brocess is now being reversed, since the prisoners
of war consider that indefinite incarceration is
wholly opposed to those principles. Far from be=~ .
coming Christians and democrats, they are becoming
extremist and nihilistic. At best there is apathy:
at worst, moral degradation and superstition (such
as fortune telling by cards) to a disastrous degree.
In thirteen camps nine suicides and five attempts
at suicide have taken place recently.

(4) Future friendship between this country and Germany is
being jeopardised. Many prisoners who had previously
been anglophil have become the opposite. The whole
movement of sentiment, which had previously been in

- thedirection of friendliness and even affection,
is now towards hatred. In thinking gbout the future,
more and more prisoners feel that they no longer
have anything to hope from Britain but must look
elsewhere.



/ | ' CONFIDENTIALM :

German Prisoners of War in British Hands : Some Facts and Suggestions .

I. The Present Situation

(a) ggggers. On May 15th, 1946, 338,000 German prisoners of War were held

~  in this country, and a further 97,000 in British hands in
the Middle East. In addition to these, about 80,000 German POW's are still
in British camps in Belgium, and an unknown number in British camps in
Italy.

Since February 1946, large numbers of German POW's have been brought
to this country from the USA, Belgium and Canada, so that their present
number is approximately 500,000. Further numbers are expected, The large

majority of the POW!s is employed in agriculture or other unskilled work;

as remuneration they receive up to 6/— per week for which they can buy
razor blades, tooth paste, cigarettes etc. '

(b) Grading. A rough estimate shows that as a result of the political
™  gcreening which is undertaken by the amthorities, about 15%
of the prisoners may have been-maxked as "white" (reliable anti-Nazis),
about 60% as "grey" (not any longer to be considered as Nazis), and about
25% as "black" (still considered Nazis).
=, In the Middle East.there-are many POW!'s who served in the famous
&%?9@ﬁivision which consisted of former inmates of Concentration Camps, who
“Weré forced into the German Army and which was treated as a penal unit,
About ‘one third ‘of them are former political prisoners of all shades, while
the rest-are-ordinary offenders. “Among the former are men of the highest
political and moral qualities. In this country also there are POW*s who
were Teoruited for the German Army from prisons and concentratiomes

among fﬁéﬁ“mahyfwhbﬁhaVe‘Been Pehind barbed wire for more than ten yearss

e 3
(c) Repatriation. No definite policy has been announced so far ;T%ﬁ”?gﬁﬁgd
T to the repatriation of German POW's; they do not know
whether they will have to remain in this country for another six months or
for several years, and would prefer any definite policy to the present
state of uncertainty. )
So far repatriation has only taken place in exceptional cases which
fall into one of the following categories:- :

L3

1. POW's who are disabled or seriously ill; their number seems to be

considerably larger than that of all other repatriated POW’s taken
together.

2. A very small number of individual POW!'s who have been asked for
by the Allied Control Commission.

3, The majority of POW's of the former broadcasting camp Ascot
(about 600).

4, POW's repatriated under “the nobsron' scheme which provide for
repatriation of "white'" POW's, domiciled in the British Zone of
Occupation, who are requested by the Control Commission, on
account of their qualifications, for example teachers, legal and
financial experts, policemen etc. About 400 prisoners have been
repatriated so far under the Oberon scheme.

(d) Morale. Owing to the.lack of any official declaration about the length
of .captivity, there is growing unrest in the camps. Meny POW's
have not seen their families for many years; news is often scanty. Many
have no news at all from home because they lived in parts of Germany annexed
or administered by Poland, or in the former Sudeten Territory. The inform-
ation which reaches the POW's often gives rise to rumours, for example news
about the food situation in Germany, or letters from relatives that German
POW's have returned from Russian captivity, or that certain Nazis or SS men
have been repatriated. All this provides a most fertile soil for a whisper-
. ing propaganda and negative influences within the camps.
i The influx of German POW'!'s from the USA into the camps has increased
this unrest. Food in most American POW's camps was plentiful, and the
POW's could buy many things in their canteens which were taken away from
them on arrival in this country. Above all they had been told by American
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officers on leaving the USA that they were going "home" only to discover
later that they were sent to Britain instead., So the "Americans" have
created grave problems and increasing difficulties in the POW camps in
Britain.

German POW's from Belgium, who have recently been brought to this
covntry, although selected for their fitness, arrived in a pitiful state of
malnutrition. Their stories about "Belsen rations" in British camps in
Belgium have contributed to a further decline of morale among the POW!s,

The morale of the genuine anti-Nazis is particularly low. They know
that every sincere anti-Nazi with a clean record is needed most urgently in
Germeny to strengthen the democratic forces, They did what they could to
strengthen democratic tendencies in the camps, often victimised by Nazd o0
POW!'s, and were successful in starting the re-education of various '"grey"
camps, often without receiving any recognition or encouragement..

(e) Labour Output. All concerned acknowledge that, so far, the German POW's

have worked extremely well. It can, however, be ex- o y /f e
pected that their labour output will decline if present conditions continue, foVE Ry
Most POW's argue that even a convict is told the length of his sentence, ror o |
and that even workers compulsorily recruited from Western European countries %,
by Nazi Germany received normal wages part of which they could remit to

their families.

Some Criticisms.

(a) Grading. It seems that many POW's were confronted with rather awkward

i — 4 standard questions such as "Who is the greatest man in ;
hisBoE## or '"hat would you do if I (the screening officer) were Hitler?"
or "fould you agree that all the former occupied countries should be rebuilt

first by the Germans while Germany itself should be Jeft agidtifs?t

L1

Many .opportunists among the POW's tried to give the answer to such
questions which was expected of them, Many genuine anti-Nazis, on the other
hand, showed too much self-respect; they were thus graded "black'" or "grey",
while former Nazis were classified as "white", in spite of their open ad-
migssion of long Nazi connections.

(b) Personnel. There are camps in which the genuine anti-Nazi POW's are

1 ™" gtill treated as some sort of second-class Germans by the
Camp Commandants either through lack of political understanding, or through
a prejudice against everything "left", Many Commandants think that the
work would suffer if they allowed political freedom, or appointed genuine
anti-Nazis as camp leaders instead of the regular N.C.O.'s who preserve a
strict military discipline., Thus, in many camps, the German side of the
administration is still in Nazi hands or in those of typical Prussian
N.C.O.'s. The same often applies to the German camp doctors. Anti Nazi
POW's Complain that they are victimized, and that Nazis receive favours.

(c) Medical Repatriation. Here again the German camp doctors have many
opportunities to victimize anti-Nazi POW's, for
medical repatriation is handled almost entirely by German doctors. Many
camp doctors are Nazis or equally dangerous German nationalists.,

(d) General Repatriation. In the case of repatriation under the '"Oberon"
scheme it is usually the technical gualification
of a man which counts, and not so mich his political and personal reliabil-
ity. Moreover repatriation has usually been carried out under highly un-
satisfactory circumstances, e.g. 600 men from Ascot POW camp were dragged
through a number of camps first in this country, then in Belgium, and
finally in Germany, and their treatment during the itinerancy was, in
addition to a number of administrative mistakes, so bad, that it is to be
feared that by the time of their final discharge all positive efforts which
had been made in this country had been frustrated. :

A very successful effort of re-education is at present being made
at Wilton Park Training Centre, The POW!'s who pass through the courses at
Wilton Park are mainly selected anti-Nazis. It is discouraging that, after
completing the course, they are sent back to their camps instead of being
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repatriated. There is a grave danger that the great opportunity will be
wasted of sending men back to Germany who are, or have become, sincere
friends of Britain.

(e) Segregation of "Black" POW's. Re-education efforts are, at present,
largely confined to POW's listed as
"white" orvxéggg;. Among the latter category are many who claim to be
anti-Nazis on opportunlst grounds; while among those listed as '"black"
are-undoubtedly many young ‘soldiers who were Nazis for idealistic reasons,
and simply _yothlnggelse but Nazism. In the "black" camps. they are
left under the 1nf1uence Of older and 1nveterate Naz1s. ;

'—% ;L )) t,g,i -“”31 {‘*\/ % , ,’if: :

ITI. Suggestions

For all these reasons, we would suggest the following points for urgent
congideration : -

(a) A definite statement by the British Government as to the probable length
of captivity.

(b) It seems most desirable and would be of the greatest psychological value
to work out a release scheme (similar to that for demobilisation of
H.M. Forces) so that the most depressing uncertainty of the POW's can be
overcome. In this scheme priority should be given to political victims
of Nazism, cases of human hardship, age 0':1:'o‘u.ps and certain essential
occupations. We would like to sugges® : "

(1) A1l prisoners who suffered for their political or religious anti-
Nazi convictions and were in concentration camps or prisons under
the Nazis.

(2) A1l prisoners who have been active anti-Nazis already before 1945 or
who refused to join the Hitler Youth for political or religious
convictions, should be released according to age groups.

g (3) All prisoners over 42 years of age as far as they were not active
%‘ Nazis or have to be treated as such.
{

(4) A1l prisoners with dependent children or other dependent relatives
as far as these prisoners were not active Nazis or have to be treated
as such.

(5) Qualified experts who are politically reliable and do not fall under
the Oberon-Scheme.

(6) The rest of the non-Nazi prisoners according to age groups.

! (7) Special consideration and priority should be given to the release of
/ young prisoners either with a view to employing them in vital in-
i dustries (e.g. mining and building industries) or their being spe-
i cially trained for youth work, provided they have not been imbued by
% the Nazi spirit.

This scheme requires a thorough overhaul of the practice of repatriation
meﬁggdaw?ln particular the setting up of spe01a1 repatriation and
’receptlon camps with a specially qualified staff, in this country as
well as in Germany, and a good co-operation between the repatriation
authorities in both countries.

This scheme should start as soon as possible, and its putting into practice
need not interfere with any other existing scheme (e.g. the Oberon-
Scheme).

(c) It is obvious that, even with the utmost speed it will take some time
until the various groups under the scheme can be repatriated. It is,
thercfore, most important that there should be in the meantime a con-
siderable improvement of the standard of living, of the earnings, and
cf The ggneral status of all POW's who Would fall under the. scheme.
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Points® ~still  requiring . Altentiow”

e B

by Charles Roden Buxton

July 18, 1940

In spite or reassuring statements in the Debate on July 10th,

t.he foilowing points sSEITIT requite to be- raised, whether through
Questions or directly with the Ministers concetned : .

(1)

(2)

Have instructions yet been given to the *police to exempt from
internment the bersons coming under the categories”sﬁécified
for exemption? I have heard of several cases during the last
few days, i.e. since the Debate took blace, which suggest that
the police have either not been given precise instructions, o
else are not in €very case carrying them out. D have heard re-

the regulations.to be exempted ( €.8., men or women who have
visas and tickets for America, and who frequently cannot be
traced in time to catch their ship) does not only cause distres
to the Refugees and their families, but also involves the Refu-
gee organisations and the bublic funds in unnecessary expense,

Have the police been instructed to carry out the internment in
as humane a.memner gs possible? Night they not be given g ge -
neral instruction that Refugees are to be distinguished from
criminal offenders, that they should be allowed sufficient time
for packing and other Preparations; that they should be enabled
to take adequate luggage, and that the conveyance of these in -
ternce s in-the- I8 laol Maria" is entirely unsuitable?

As regards conditions in the Camps, cold, hunger, and lack of
occupation are still complained of. The use of prisons for in-
ternment of innocent aliens, especially that of women, ought

to be given Upe.

What steps have been taken to speed up the examination of
claims for exemption from intcérnment made on behsglf of pbersons
already interned?

Regarding the deportation of interned "class " Refugees there
seems to be compu¥sion and need Top clarification. For instnce,
it ought to be oren to any of these people who come under the

I have heard of Refugees with visas for America, who have in

the meantime been deported to Australia. surely this is not on-
ly distressing to the Refugees, but an unnecessary burden on
British funds and shipping.

whether by enabling women to have their small children with
them (which is not always allowed), and by setting up Camps
where husbands and wives may be together; or by not deporting
seéparate members of families without €nabling their near rela-
tives to accompany them.

Will it be made absolutely clecar to the Dominions that "class ¢
Refugees" (ang also many o6f " Crase B¥,"Who were €xpecting to
have their cases reviewed) are not suspicious characters, but
have been interned under gemeral orders which imply no asper-
sion against the individual ¢
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A Survey of the Present Situation
Dorothy F.Buxton, 6 Erskine Hill} N.W/11,

—

S

June 18,1940,

At a momcnt when national defence is the sole preocupation if
may be timely to point out that the problem of the 64,000 German
and Austrian refugceces from Nazi Oppression has also its bearing
upon” it, Grave dangers are arising for British interests in con-
nection with the new policy towards refugees which has suddenly been
adopted. It appcars indeed to be creating ncew problems and dangers
on a largerscale than it is solving them, The present policy was
improviscd in the panic created by the methods exposed in the
invasion of Norway,Holland, and Belgium. That the British situation
as rcgards rcfugees is not comparable to what has obtained in the
above countrics 'is shown by the fact that whereas in England great
carc was-exercised in the admission of refugecs, in the countriés
&bove mentioned non-refugee Germans could enter and reside with
the greatest case end did so in large numbers, It was thesc resident
Germans fer morc than the refugeess—in fact ne siecific cases of 11
refugce-traitors have so far been publighed—and even more native
Fasgcists who aided the invaders. Nor should it be overlooked that
fthe attitude of suspicion and hostility against refugees now being
*vromoted is in linc with the intensive propaganda carriad  on' by
the Pagcist organisations in our owncountry, many of whose leaders
have now been found to be inimical to our national interests. .

Pregsent situation

Internment

Since May the 12th 1940 sbout 11,000 Germans and Austrians have
been interned, Vie may ask how are they differentiated from those
who have not been interned? Among them arc a large number of C cases T
who were residing in the coastal and other districts effected. Their
loyalty had been established by the polics and the Tribunals and in
the vast majority of cascs cannot be questioned. As regards the re-
fugees placed in 'B' by the Tribunals as being less worthy of con-
fidencs it is well-known that the Tribunals acted on widely diffe-
ring principles. Somc Tribunals began. by putting all cascs in ra
who were not interned. Others appeared to have a rule to place all
domestic workers in 'BV Others put 2ll residents in refugce hostcle
in '3 , Procedurc was so varied that the Home Office after somc
wecks issucd new instructions about it, and later on decided to
have the 'B' cascs reexamined by new Tribunals., ( Unfortunately
thesc sccond Tribunals have now stopped as all B casés have been
interned.) A
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Lg far as we know the following camps are being used at present
for permanent or temporary accomodation of male internees:

Warner's Camp,Seaton,Devon 4

Aligns Camp,Kempton“Park,Sunbury on Thames

Alicns Camp, Huyton_nriliverpool',

Wﬁliens”Camp,Mooragh,EstatG,Ramsey;Isle’df'Man’”'

Alicns Camp,Whart MiYls,Bury,lancs.) Most ‘of the Germans &

Aliens Camp,Cowley Barracks, Oxford ) Austrians at the time

. o to which our information

relates,now transferred,

The Internment Camps. 3

-

Phere are two main complaints from all the camps:
1) Shortage of food
5) Prohibition of all newspapers and of the wireless, 1.e.
of all reliable news. General delay of delivery of
1etters to and from camps.

Ad 1) Shortags of food, The internecs are always hungry.This
continucs in some camps WASTC the internecs arrived already siE
wgeks ago. > iy e g :

“"Ad 5)" Prohibition of all neEwspapers and of the wireless, This
together wita reat delay in delivery of letters (both to and

. from the camps) means the absence of all reliable news at a time

when'all conditions make for nervous tension.
nproteotcd arcas”

‘<'Pr0teoted arcas now cOv 6T approximately’a 50 mile strip along
the Bast and South Coast but penctrate further inland. covering

' the whole of East hnglia, the main parts of Kent, qussex,Cornwall

etc, large arcas round Iiverpool,Bristol9Bath,0ardiff,Pembrokeshire
and the greatcr part of gcotland. Certain areas in Bucks,Berks,
Hertfords and M7 ddx have reeonily also become protcected areas,
"Enemy aliens" arcé nof “~rmitted to stay in such arcas without
written permission by. the police. This permission is hardly cver
givenwand_people arc therefore foreed to 1eave‘their.homes,their
jobg, their friends within o4’ to 48 hours (or somctimes threc daysle
(Today,June 18th, & new regulation has been made under which.the %
police may exemptﬂfrom'evacuation orders persons under 16 0o -over .
70, sick and ipfirm and people engaged in work of national impore
tance. ) g A

As new areas arc made tprotected’ every fow days the placaes
atil11 open to refugecs bccome progrcssively amallaer, and it is
impossible for them to go anywhere with some security for the fu-
ture.. . ; ke e ' : v s gl
In Hendon and Goldcrsgreen the police are now prohibiting the -

entry of refugecs who ‘have been suddenly turned out of othser arcas,
. on the grounds (they say) that Tendon and Golders Green arc also

going o be declared a profected arca. In this case a sudden .
éxodus. of many thousands of refug@esjwould‘be‘involved. { Inciden=
taldy i% would mdan & disastroa  blow to all the shops, land-
lordS’and-business=interests of the whole neighbourhood.)

Wholasale Dismigsal from Alivns War Service and from important
i . 5 industries. 3

Ingtructions { presumably official) were received by all hospie
tals to dismiss 7Ll wefi 007 nurses inspito .of the fact that spe-
cial permission had been previously grantcd to them after minute
examination by the Alicens war Service Tepartment. The numbers
affected are over MO0 (mostly fully qualified). Meanwhile urgent
appeals are being sgsucd for rolunteer nursacs. The same thing
nas happened with refugces doing work of national importeno®
(chemists, engineers, ciontists etc.) These dismissals have taken
place not only, as might have been expected, in protected areas,

but all over England.

the
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The above official measures appear to the public fully te
justify the allegations made in the anti-alien propaganda, and
have sorved to give it an enormous stimulus. Such an atmosphera
of suspicion and hostility has now benn created as to make i%
more and more difficult for refugees to carry on at all,

Dismigsals of refugee domestics and refugee workers in face
tories are reported on a large scale, and the general inkelerance
is reflected in difficulties made by landladies, shopkeepers ete,
(Reports and letters from internment camps and from people who
had to move out of the protected areas, etc. are given in the
appendix, and illustrate the above points,)

Effect of Anti-Alien Propaganda.

Suggested Proposals.

The present policy against aliens, and refugees in particular,
is causing a situation which is most undesirable and even danges
rous from every point of view, One cannot overlook the psycholo=-
gical situation which is created when men experience once more so
many of the things which they had thought to leave behind in
Germany. They lose their jobs, they are driven out of their
homeg, often at 48 hours ngfice, they are bullied and driven to
degpair by the attitude ofVlarge part of the general public,
Their nioral and material resources are strained to breaking point,
They know themselves to be attacked in the from% by Hitler, and
now in the rear by the very people who promised them sheltewm from

Hitlers persecution. A number of alleviations for the present Sy

situation can be suggested: Immediate measures should be;

(1) Improvement of food and accomodation "= / /44 ﬁ@@ﬁ;?%f: ¥
fpbing (P 40
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the camps ke : {s hing
(ii)Permission of papers and wireless, in the camps )
(iii)Anti-refugee propaganda to be checked by statements Ffrom
: authoritative quarters, and by some instruction from the
Government to the preéess. '
(iv)Pacilities for the use of refugee labour with utilisation
- of their skill,training etc.(doctors,nurses,scientists,
factory owners etc,) or for training, in such work as
forestry or agriculture. ) : ’
{v)By the early announcement of protected areas allowing as
long a period as possible for the refugess to make new
arrangements and the specifying of some areas which will
remain open. to refugeses (so far as human foresight and
military plgns can guarantee it),.

, Can the refugees in France be saved?

Though this problem does not fall within the scope of this
memorandum, we feel the urgent desire to appeal to you to sava
the Austrian and German rcefugees in Prance who have now %e face
falling into Hitlers hands. It is,of course, a gigantic problem,
but even apart from the Jewish refugees wt would draw attention
to. the many thousandsof political refugees, and those who have
been active in fighting Nazdism since they left their country,who
have nothing to coxpect but a firing squad. Every effort should be
made to save their lives. Temporary camps could be set up for b
them in this country pending transport to some other country and
all effort should be madse to get the U.§.A.0r other overseas
countries to offer them asylum, : 3

Iarge scale emigration of refugees

Targe scale emigration of refugees from Nazi oppression to over-
gseas countrics from our own country seems also indicated, in view
of the damage to their position. Their situatic: has become sa
precarious that everything possiblc should be done to speed up
their rc-omigration by planning wholesale emis~~**on for Jlaxge
groups with the halp of the U.S.A. and other .. ~~~as countries
and the Dominions, . - e T et Bkl -
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{he Tntermmment Camps. .

LY h ) ¥
Warnars Gamp Seaton is oneg of thc Camps cstabllshed 1mmedla ely.
after the outbreak ‘of war. It is the site of a former ‘holiday
camp,; There werc no OOrloua complaints before the influx of
masses Of New internces in conasequence of the great round up,but
now. there are not cenough matresses peonle sleeg on the ground

There is also a food ghortage.
Kempton Park is used as a Mransit Camp.Has been gef up on a ‘race-
course. “Tnternees slenp in tents or in ‘the premises of the race-
course. About 3500 men havs '‘been acoomodaned temporarily. 1000
0L tnem reported removed o Wharf Mills, the rest to Huyton.
S&rious ‘inedaquacy of food,(I.B. Lholu are no doubt-or will bs
new arrlvals there.): ; .
Huzton a newly built estate,used %o house about 3500 people.

hey live in empty houees with no furniturs, sleep on naliasses
on the floor, some slesep in tents. There is constant change in
the ponulatlon of this ecamp; begause dfiis apparently used as &
clearing camp beiore psople are sent to the Isgle of Mﬁn Serious
shorgage of food, No b cad gupllied’
Whar® Mills Bury tials new camp, cstablished only a few wecks ago
s e most Ferrible .conditioni It is e derelict "cotton mill
with ‘no sanltarj arrangement s for the 1000 men interned there,
1nfested “th rats, bugs and other vermin, 1O THraigure i no
outdoor GYCTOle DO snb¢ . “because the bulldlnus are. so.closely
surrounded by barbed wire that the mén cennot walk ‘puteide-the !
house.‘The glass of most windowpanes ig broken. Sérious shortage
oF Eped: B gagalzy :
o 111usnrdte t he ‘compleints mentiongd: in $he memo some letters
from.thé. camps are OuuLCd below: { tne must: 16mcmbf1'that'these
letters are writien under CChSUPUhl and are cv1dcnt1v Very careé=
fully worded!.
A ‘man from Huyton writes:" T apologize for wrifing 50 little} only
we 'arg not allowed to 'write more than 24 1lincs. Ir the '£irst
days of our internment we only got the "steam of the cabbage™
(this isfea German exprcession dcnknlng otarvatlon diet). Since
then there is & 11gut improvement. I have met about a dozen
of my formcr ﬂquliaﬁ friends who have been living all over England,
We tricd to help each other as much &a vossiblesn dd & parcel

arrives onc shares 1t Wluﬂ o her Sstim)
Inother from Huvhuw writes:"Taer - s o greal paper shortage and
Lnerciore we eannotswrite, Lihere 1g. 1o oqntccn and no bread;

but 4hé food we get is WCli cooked. Ve live in houses,;but therc
ig nothing in anm“ This camp 48 UCLIlb¢y overcrowdad "with people,
it ig far worsc than el 01 s

Another, from Seatons? .eg Iewidd need 4 Shllllngo gr week o supp-

lement my food. Books must be sent by the oublishers directly;
pajpers are notb asrmlnncd at pregent. I would be grateful to you

it you . could send mu_anynh:nr you could spare from your sugar-
ratlon.,ul&o I wouid_a);rrﬁ'“'e i 1¢ you could send mG:r e /makress, "

P "‘ 25

hnother: from Kemplon damfiih hs . make our lives.as ch&er-

. ful.as DOSSlblc The young peoplse between 16 :and. 25 have met

and we alranye for sporis and games;we formed 8 choir and hold

.'olasses But we miss vary mu.ch - any materlal sllch as books, papers
'etq.,.lf life gocs on 1ike thils my contour will:change very mucn’"

(N.B, The griter is a specially thin man).,

La & letter from N”WCQSblc,;cc“‘ have had news only oncc from
our internees 0, qh7t0ﬂ,L&ﬂCJ all:-aslk for: food,especially tlpncd
“Food {owing to delay in transiv)s Tae young ones upsto 25 Tive In

tents, the others in empiy houses. Purniture., . they have only what’
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they produce for themselves.' _ : ;
From another letter:",,.0ne of the relatives has been to see her
husband in Huyton. A1l the men arec hungry. The first guestion was
whether she had brought some bread. They slesp on paliasses on »
the floor of the em»ty houscs...The old people are very depressed
the younger ones try to keap up their spirits and arrange for
lectures, classes, games, discussions and variety evenings.,..”
One of the first lectters from Tharf Mills which has reached me
gays:”...We have no papers and no news.The result of this is that
the most hairrasising rumours are spread. e are left %o imagine,
however, that perhaps they are surpassed by svenfigs e hope to
get papsrs and books again, for fthis is egsential if thef atmos-
pherc is ever to becoms,calmer,.”

.

"Tomen Internces.

Most of the women arc interned in tas Aliens Camp at Port Ering
Isle of Man, Unlike the men they ars not. under military authority,
but under the Home Officg. Their letters show that they are wesll
satisfied with their accomodstion and food. Their only compleints
so far concern the fact that they have to nay so much for extras,
.8+ & 4 for a bath and 6 d a week for an exfra blanket cte,
which tells hardest on the domcstic or factory workers ( mostly
Austrians) who have not been in a position %o save, Many hardships
have, however, been causcd by the internment of old women betwean
60 and 70,many of whom arc giline,

Refugees from Nazi oporession,
D.F.Buxton.
Appendix B,

The Anti-Alian Propaganda, Protected areas etc.

]

The present policy has been aggravated by the ferocious and misem
chievous propaganda which has found all the more credence becauss
the allegations scemed to be confirmed by the actions take by the
autihorities. Very little has been done from officiel and suthori-
tative quarters to check this Propaganda, or to make known the
opinion of responsible Government representatives such as Me 00
Poake ,M.2. who declared in the House tgat he wes not aware of an

hostilc action committed by any refuges since the outbreak of the war,

The effcet of this Propaganda, and the lack of any official
action to counter it has been deplorable both for the spiritual
and thc material situation of the rcefugees and for their security.

Hundreds and thousands have been dismissed from &mployment
which owing to the shortage of British labour wes becoming open to
them, ¢nd on all hands they are subjected to suspicion and ill-
treatment efec.

The banning of large "protected arcas" io énemy aliens has .
started .. the stream of miserable and despairing wanderers in.
this country. Within 24 or 48 hours, at times within 3 days people
who have already once or twice expericnced the break up of their
homemnayéwﬁqwl&avémﬁh@izhhogggJ their employment, their friends
ote€ more. They have to Fry to find a place where the population
will tolerate them, where there is a chance to find work under
much more difficult conditions than ever befors, These people are
even worse off than the internces because they are very often
Penniless, and are not evei ~iven'the seécurity of an internment
camp,

@ having been proved in a court of law




Tf the policy of protected areas ig extended, and no opportunity
of work and proper rcsidence is given to these who ars driven OURS
thers will be crcated "somcwhere in England" a huge ghetto of penni-
legs refugees of all descriptions, who will notknow where o turis
in their plight. ‘ el -

k refugec representative from Bristol writes:"All German and
Austrian refugses have to leave Bristol within 3 days. There is a
terrible mcese, as nobody tnows WhErs to pgo. Te believe that those
who have not becn able o leave within the 3 days will be sent by
the police to a poor relief institusion in a non-protected area.

We are trying to find agricultural jobs for the young people on
farms and would like to accomodate them in groups together, but fime
is so dreadfuily short ,that we wont be able to accomplish anything
within 3 days. "/s hopec +5 accomodnte them somewhere, somehow for

tha time being. Te will try to keep in touch with them, and find
them something morc permancent afterwards’.

From Newcasfle: " We have just been told that we have to leave
Newcastlc on Monday. We will all.go %o Durham; at first we will
teke rooms and perhaps we can open & hostel to accomodate the
women. About 8 families will 0 to Tondon, some go to Menchester

. or Ieeds. Tuckily some of the people who have to leave have suf-

ficient moncy to pay their fares., Ve have to care for about 30
pcople mostly domcstics. Te have about £ 15,- left in our funds
which we will distribute to our women SO that they can send parcels
to their intcérned men” (In Newcastle as in all towns on the Fast
and South-Tsst Coast, all male "enemy aliens"™ have beaen interned,
shout 6 weeks ago) 741l people who 1ive near the coast have been
before anothsr Lribunsl mA~' 5i %them hava been interned..”
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'“%N f o A A LETTER 0 THE PRESS

Dear 8ir; . et T
We are gravely concerned with the plight of the German
prisoners-of-war in this country. Although more than a year
has passed since victory, they are told nothing about the date
on which they may expect to be repatriated. But there comes a/
point beyond which men cannot live without hope. '

Visiting ministers of religion and others report a very
rapid spiritual deterioration in the camps during the last
few weeks.

Men who might have gone back to Germany full of determin-
ation to build a more liberal gociety there are becoming hard
and cynical: they sey that our liberalism and Christianity are
a pretence: and respect for the British institutions is rapidly
being replaced by indifference and even hatred. B

There is a dangerous feeling that they can no longer hope
for anything from us, ancd must look elsewhere.

*

It is, above all, this uncertainty.about.thelir fate which
is demoralising the prisoners: they feel that convicts are
better off, for at any rate they know when their imprisonment
will end. ; Bk

But other factors add to their wretchedness. They receive
letters from relatives.at..home.ln the gravest distress, but are
p;gﬁigipggwfrom;sending,gifts, even from their own rations.

While their employers pay the Government the full Trade
Union rate for their services, they themselves receive as a

maximum & penny halfpenny an hour, ~Then there 1s the mon-

for. keep

fraternisation rule, which by turning men into pariahs 1s an
offence to Christian principles and is felt by the prisoners to

" be such.
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We therefore earnestly beg His Majesty's Government:

1. To draw up a definite scheme for the release of these men, if
necessary by various categories, at the earliest possible dates;

5. To announce this scheme to the prisoners with the minimum of

TATT 4 . . Py R g
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delay since the certainty of release even at a relatively distant

date would be less intolerable than the present_uncertainty;

B .00 pa{ working prisoners the rate for the Jjob (less_expenses
, part of.the money.perhaps.being paid week by week and
partwpggng‘credited to them for their use after release;

k. To permit the déspatoh of food pg;Qels, ete., to relatives;
5, To yelex the non—fraternisation Tule.

We make this plea for the sake both of our common humanity
and of the British good name. ‘

Violet Bonham Carter, Henry Carter,
R. Newton Flew, Victor Gollancz,
H.J. Laski, /Lindsay, Gilbert Murray,
Marian E. Parmoor, R.R. Stokes.
14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2



CONFIDENTIAL

German Prisoners of War in British Hands : Some Facts and Suggestions .

I, The Present Situation

(a) Ifumbers. On May 15th, 1946, 338,000 Germen prisoners of War were held
: in this country, and a further 97,000 in British hands in

the Middle East. In addition to these, about 80,000 German POW's are still

in British camps in Belgium, and an unknown number in British camps in

Italy.

Since February 1946, large numbers of German POW's have been brought
to this country from the USA, Belgium and Canada, so that their present
§ number is approximately 500,000, Further numbers are expected, The large
majority of the POW's is employed in agriculture or other unskilled work;
as remuneration they receive up to 6/— per week for which they can buy
razor blades, tooth paste, cigaretfgg'etc.

(b) Grading. A rough estimate shows that as a result of the political
screening which is undertaken by the suthorities, about 15%

of the prisoners may have been marked as "white" (reliable anti-Nazis),
about 60% as "grey" (not any longer to be considered as Nazis), and about
25% as '"black! (still considered Nazis),

In the Middle East there are many POW®s who served in the famous
999 Division which consisted of former inmates of Concentration Camps, who
were forced into the German Army and which was treated as a penal unit,
About one third of them are former political prisoners of all shades, while
the rest are ordinary offenders., Among the former are men of the highest
political and moral qualities, In this country also there are POW*s who
were recruited for the German Army from prisons and concentration camps,
among them many who have been behind barbed wire for more than ten years,

(c) Repatriation. No definite policy has been announced so far with regard
et to the repatriation of German POW's; they do not know
<;$;;/~whether they will have to remain in this country for another six months or
for several years, and would prefer any definite policy to the present
state of uncertainty.
So far repatriation has only taken place in exceptional cases which
fall into one of the following categories:-

1. POW!s who are disabled or seriously ill; their number seems to be
: considerably larger than that of all other repatriated POW*¢s taken
together.

2. A very small number of individual POW!'s who have been asked for
by the Allied Control Commission.

3, The majority of POW*s of the former broadcasting camp Ascot
(about 600).

4. POW's repatriated under the "Oberon" scheme which provide for
repatriation of "white" POW!s, domiciled in the British Zone of
Occupation, who are requested by the Control Commission, on
account of their qualifications, for example teachers, legal and
financial experts, policemen etc, About 400 prisoners have been
repatriated so far under the Oberon scheme,

() Morale. Owing to the lack of any official declaration about the length

™  of captivity, there is growing unrest in the camps. Many POW's
have not seen their families for many years; news is often scanty. Many
have no news at all from home because they lived in parts of Germany amnexed
or administered by Poland, or in the former Sudeten Territory. The inform-
ation which reaches the POW's often gives rise to rumours, for example news
about the food situation in Germany, or letters from relatives that German
POW!'s have returned from Russian captivity, or that certain Nazis or SS men
have been repatriated. All this provides a most fertile soil for a whisper-
ing propaganda and negative influences within the camps.

; The influx of German POW's from the USA into the camps has increased
this unrest. Food in most American POW's camps was plentiful, and the
POW's could buy many things in their canteens which were taken away from
them on arrival in this country. Above all they had been told by American
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_z officers on leaving the USA that they were going "home" only to discover

&« later that they were sent to Britain instead. So the "Americans" have
created grave problems and increasing difficulties in the POW camps in
Britain.

German POW's from Belgium, who have recently been brought to this
country, although selected for their fitness, arrived in a pitiful state of
malnutrition. Their stories about "Belsen rations" in British camps in

~ Belgium have contributed to a further decline of morale among the POW's,

The morale of the genuine anti-Nazis is particularly low, They know
that every sincere anti-Nazi with a clean record is needed most urgently in
Germany to strengthen the democratic forces, They did what they could to
strengthen democratic tendencies in the camps, often victimised by Nazi
POW's, and were successful in starting the re-education of various "grey!

* camps, often without receiving any recognition or encouragement,

(e) Labour Output. All concerned acknowledge that, so far, the German POW's
have worked extremely well, It can, however, be ex-
t pected that their labour output will decline if Present conditions continue,
Most POW's argue that even a convict is told the length of his sentence,
and that even workers compulsorily recruited from Western European countries
by Nazi Germany received normal wages part of which they could remit to
their families.

II. Some Criticisms,

(a) Grading. It seems that many POW's were confronted with rather awkward

T standard questions such as "Who is the greatest man in
history?!" or '"What would you do if I (the screening officer) were Hitler?™
or '"Would you agree that all the former occupied countries should be rebuilt
first by the Germans while Germany itself should be left as it is?"

Many opportunists among the POW's tried to give the answer to such
questions which was expected of them. Many genuine anti-Nazis, on the other
hand, showed too much self-respect; they were thus graded 'black" or "grey",
while former Nazis were classified as "white", in spite of their open ad-
mission of long Nazi connections.

(b) Personnel. There are camps in which the genuine anti-Nazi POW's are
T still troated as ‘someisort of second-class Germans by the
Camp Commandants either through lack of political understanding, or through
& prejudice against everything "left", Many Commandants think that the
work would suffer if they allowed political freedom, or appointed genuine
anti-Nazis as camp leaders instead of the regular N.C.O.'s who preserve a
strict military discipline. Thus, in many camps, the German side of the
administration is still in Nazi hands or in those of typical Prussian
N.C.0.'s. The same often applies to the German camp doctors. Anti Nazi
POW's complain that they are victimized, and that Nazis receive favours.

(c) Medical Repatriation. Here again the German camp doctors have many
opportunities to victimize anti-Nazi POW's, for
( medical repatriation is handled almost entirely by German doctors., Many

. camp doctors are Nazis or equally dangerous German nationalists,

(d) General Repatriation. In the case of repatriation under the "Oberon"
scheme it is usually the technical qualification
of a man which counts, and not so mich his political and personal reliabil-
ity. Moreover repatriation has usually been carried out under highly un-
satisfactory circumstances, e.g.| 600 men from Ascot POW camp were dragged
through a number of camps first im this country, then in Belgium, and
finally in Germany, and their treatment during the itinerancy was, in
addition to a number of administrative mistakes, so bad, that it is to be
feared that by the time of their final discharge all positive efforts which
had been made in this country had been frustrated.

A very successful effort of re-education is at present being made
at Wilton Park Training Centre. The POW's who Pass through the courses at
Wilton Park are mainly selected anti-Nazis. It is discouraging that, after
completing the course, they are sent back to their camps instead of being
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repatriated. There is a grave danger that the great opportunity will be
wasted of sending men back to Germany who are, or have become, sincere
friends of Britain.

(e) Segregation of "Black" POW's. Re-education efforts are, at present,
largely confined to POW's listed as
"white" or "grey". Among the latter category are many who claim to be
anti-Nazis on opportunist grounds; while among those listed as '"black"
are undoubtedly many young soldiers who were Nazis for idealistic reasons,
and simply lmow nothing else but Nazism.' In the "black' camps they arée
left under the influence of clder and inveterate Nazis.

Suggestions

For 211 these reasons, we would suggest the following points for urgent
congideration : -

(a) A definite statement by the British Government as to the probable length
of captivity.

(b) It seems most desirable and would be of the greatest psychological value

to work out a release scheme (similar to that for demobilisation of
H.M. Forces) so that the most depressing uncertainty of the POW's can be
overcome. In this scheme priority should be given to political victims
of WNazism, cases of human hardship, age groups and certain essential
occupations. We would like to suggest : -

(1) A1l prisoners who suffered for their political or religious anti-
Nazi convictions and were in concentration camps or prisons under
the Nazis.

(2) All prisoners who have been active anti-Nazis already before 1945 or

who refused to join the Hitler Youth for political or religious
convictions, should be released according to age groups.

(3) All prisoners over 42 years of age as far as they were not active
Nazis or have to be treated as such.

(4) A1l prisoners with dependent children or other dependent relatives

as far as these prisoners were not active Nazis or have to be treated

as such.

(5) Qualified experts who are politically reliable and do not fall under
the Oberon-Scheme.

(6) The rest of the non-Nazi prisoners according to age groups.

(7) Special consideration and priority should be given to the release of
young prisoners either with a view %o employing them in vital in-
dustries (e.g. mining and building industries) or their being spe-

cially trained for youth work, provided they have not been imbued by

the Nazi spirit.

This scheme requires a thorough overhaul of the practice of repatriation

This scheme should start as soon as possible,

methods, in particular the setting up of special repatriation and
reception camps with a specially qualified staff, in this country as
well as in Germany, and a good co-operation between the repatriation
authorities in both countries.

and its putting into practice
need n§t interfere with any other existing scheme (e.g. the Oberon-
Scheme ).

(c) It is obvious that, even with the utmost speed it will take some time

until the various groups under the scheme can be repatriated. It is,
therefore, most important that there should be in the meantime a con-
siderable improvement of the standard of living, of the earnings, and
cf the general status of all POW's who would fall under the scheme.
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Note on German Prisoners of War

The situation in Prisoner of War Camps in this country is
becoming very serious. The root of the trouble is hopeless
uncertainty about the date of repatriation. Prisoners of War
do not know whether they will be repatriated next year, in
five years' time, in twenty years' time, or not at all. This
uncertainty produces political and moral effects which may be
described without exaggeration as disastrous.

Camp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers find
the attitude of the prisoners as follows:

(1) If the Geneva Convention were interpreted according
to its spirit, the prisoners should be repatriated
immediately. It is argued that the letter of the

| Convention is not being broken, because no peace
treaty has been concluded. The prisoners reply
that the argument is not valid, as the Allies
themselves have prevented the establishment of a
responsible German government with which a treaty
could be concluded. The prisoners consider,
therefore, that they are no longer prisoners of
war at all, but slaves working by duress for the
Vi CUar.:

(2) They further consider themselves in an even worse
position than criminals, as a criminal knows the
date on which he will be released.

(3) If work must be done by "Germany" for her victors as
reparation, then it should be done by the whole
German people and not only by those who happen to
be prisoners of war by a mere accident.

(4) Told that they are being held because of scarcity of
food in Germany and because of difficulties of
transport, the prisoners reply that they do not
believe it, and that they want nothing better than
to share with their families any sufferings that
the latter may have to undergo. They find it
unbearable to reflect that their families may be
starving, while they themselves are shut away and
prevented from doing anything to help. At the
moment, the prisoners are thinking particularly
about next winter and wondering how their wives,
worn out after a lengthy war and its aftermath,
and gravely undernourished, will be able to bring
up their children properly without a father's
guidance.



Camp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers note
a rapid change in the atmosphere of the Camps since the beginning
of the present year. In particular:

(1) The spiritual atmosphere has most gravely deteriorated.
There is not merely a general feeling of hopeless-—
ness but bitterness and hatred.

SRy
(2) Educational activities had previously flourished. Now
AL they are paralysed: prisoners of war refuse to
7 attend courses, and walk about in misery. They say
4 they don't want to be educated, but to be sent home.

(3) There had previously been a growing acceptance of the
principles of Christianity and democracy. This
‘process is now being reversed, since the prisoners
"of war consider that indefinite incarceration is
wholly opposed to those principles. Far from be-
coming Christians and democrats, they are becoming
extremist and nihilistic. At best there is apathy:
at worst, moral degradation and superstition (such
as fortune telling by cards) to a disastrous degree.
In thirteen camps nine suicides and five attempts
at suicide have taken place recently.

(4) Future friendship between this country and Germany is
being jeopardised. Many prisoners who had previously
been anglophil have become the opposite. The whole
movement of sentiment, which had previously been in

- the direction of friendliness and even affection,
is now towards hatred. In thinking about the future,
more and more prisoners feel that they no longer
have anything to hope from Britain but must look
elsewhere.



Lord Buxton. : ; : . ' 14,10.46,
(Newspapers in Office.)

Notes.

German Prisoners of War.

13,9.46, 15000 Prisoners of War go home each month,
(News Chron. Page 1. 13.9.46)

15,9346, 200,000 German prisoners still in Denmark.,
(Observer. Page 5. 15.9.46)

16.9.46. Appeal for Germany. Save Europe Now. - Bishop of
Chichester, Prof. G. Murray, lLord Lindsay,
Earl Russell, V., Gollancz, Rev. Henry Carter,

(News Chron. Subscriptions wanted,
now
17.9.46. Prisoners of War to be returned/td help build

Germany anew on the foundations laid by the.
British administrators.
(Evening Standard. p.2. Leading article,

Dedo German Prisoners
out unguarded at 13 hostdls near Chatham, "When
you see them say *Good morning ortgood evening’
but do not detain them in conversation., ...You
ean talk to prisoners of war on the publie
highway, but if they talk to you they are committing
an offence"., (Colonel Goldsmith, Camp Commandant,
Walderslade, Kent.)



@7  po.w  ToEK 1945 - 6.
Barly in 1945 thefe were}lgo[camﬁs. By the autumn there were
:263-and also about 100 hosﬁels where men from the camps had'been

boarded out to be nearer their work (on the 1and or repairing roads,
buildings etec.) The total number'of P.0.W is approximately
roughly equal to the total population of say 24 towns"the size»of
Lichfield, or of 9 towns the size of Winchester. The organisationé
or individuals concerned with work for thie vast population are.- |
; (1)s War Prisoners Aid Department of the Worldelliance of the

)
Y.M- Co .A.o

g. Chaplain General of the Forces. :

)

4
E
3
3
3
T,
b
22
(

The Y.l.C.A. represents a secular branch of Christian activity

The Apostolic Delegate for Great Brltian.
. The British Council of Churches, (only quite recently
mobilised). :

> I

Bducation and 'Re-education’.

and there fore is primarily concerned with Welfare work and Bducation.
It took the initiative however in procuring a oeworker gualified to

take Lutherian services (in German) in the camps; Hence the‘invitation'

to Pastor Forell.

T ANSEL R oty
= i

8 of the specifically YU G, A« work, © i He collected books.and in-
struments as he went along and promoted the starting of classes in

every camp visited, and when at all possible, of & band.

. pastoral Work.

The visiting and holding of servieces in 2 - 300 camps scattered
all over the country to the far north'of secotland would obviously
F%. demand scores of pastors to be effectively carried out. Forell has
persuaded the W.0. to sanction the services -of some (not alll) of the

?L Confessional (refugee) pastors. (All of them were alfeady fully em-

’gleyed and can only give pari time to the P.0.W. work)e -~ IR addition

n”Forell hae been able to get permits for two colleagues from Sweden who
gpeak German. There are also chaplains among the P.0.%W. but for a.
\iong time they were not in a position to function. Forell heas been
"sble - to some degree - to arrange for them to do s0. Nevertheless
_‘the numbers of pastors are guite inadeguate . Méﬁy camps are 1in very

Yin-ccessible:places and some have never yet been vislted at all.' Fhis

ses. a great strain on Ferell and others who meke the utmost gfforts




In general the difficulties inherent in this P.0.W. work are
overwhelming and it takes very exceptionel cualities to begin to

overcome them. Imagine taking serviées, or attempting other

pastoml work before a single German hymn book or Bible is available!

Imagine the task of starting handicrafts without tools, or classes
in all sorts of subjects without a single German text book or
writing materials! This 'start from scratch' had to be made in

nearly 200 camps; and after 2 - & years continuous effort msny

things are still in very inadequate supply (18,000 Bibles and
N.T.s were procured through an application to the Qecumenical

Commission at Geneva - an example of what one 'good idea' can
achieve, and a shipload of paper, by Forell's instrumentality was
brought from Sweden.)

Tmducation.

professors and teachers have to be found and approved from

among the P.0.W. themselves, and the attempt made to distributtﬁg

them throughout the camps according to the ngeds of the students.

A system of Juestionnaires has been established with a view to
ascertaining these needs and potential personal for meeting them,
a1

involving a vast amount of office work. Again P,0.W. of specially

high gualifications must be sought out to f£ill the post of Directors

.

of BEducation in each camp.
Forells' work has not only followed the routine lines, but

thanks to his resourcefulness and drive has led on to important

developments.,

Training Centre.

He geined the consent of the W.0. to the establishﬁ}ent off

'School Gemp' for (1) the training of school teachers.
(2) the training of candidates.for ordinatioh.
The numbér of applicstions for this training is very large.
Porell interviews all candidates and aftér this preliminary sifting

he submits individual reports to the W.0. by whom each case is

strictly vetted.
L é’achﬂ

The number of studentgxadmitted so far is spproximately éZJHQ)




7 d

-
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Tle Trﬁininv centre (or 'School Camp') makes very extens1ve

new calls on thb book suppllup Forell devised the scheme of &
printing press worked by the P .f. themselves. This is in full
swing. Again, however, nothing can be done without the sanction
of the W.0. (thus C.R.B.'s book had to be écrutinised both in the
original and in the German transle tlon.) Thelpress is used
Gy péM”NAAﬁMM&kdt. 50,0
mainly for text ookB,APut also Ter s monthly News Sheet and a
' Christian News Letter‘ which circulates to all camps and for the
first time make possible some degree of communlty 1ife for these

otherwise 1solated blocks of German humanlty

The Scope and Difficulties of the work, are to a slight degree

indicated in the following typ1Ca1 extracts from many pages of ﬁ6tes

it

based on answers to the gquestionnaires s cent out to the camps ok am

u/r(ds o e YHCA
InformJtlon was SOU“ht inter al}g as to the numbers of

teachers available in-eaech camp and as-to the nunber and—esvbjects———r

of books required. The answers'in many cases were "yorked out

in such detail as to convey'a most impressive picture of the

active spirit prevailing and of the readiness of P.0.W.s to res—~

pond to any educational suggestions.”
Replies to the qecond set of 25 questionnaires gave "further

]

evidence how much more could.be achieved" in the sphere of edu-

cation were it not for the "depressing insufficiency of the

present stocks of means of instruction preventing much educational

work in the Camps which would otherwise have been started at onee."

.v. . ™Phe 10,000 copiee of the 'Kleine Englische Sprachschule'

now received from thé U.S.A. is only & beginning to fill the

vast gap in this particular connection."

out of the 25 camps in guestion no less than 7 had no
mihister; At the same time another camp had 7 Prostestant
pastors (whho might be filling the gaps in above camps). Of

quelified teachers one camp had 29 and another with an eﬁual

numnber of P.0.W. only 4.
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Gamip +....-+... bad 50 qualified teachers and 1925 students,
but they had only ‘one school book (a dictiqnafy); they also asked
for 2,000 exercise books and 2,000 pencils.

Several canmps with very few or no courses had 12 - 17,000
potential students if the necessary means of .instruction could be
forthcoming.

CalDd «rasssnres had.lo professional teachers but no facéﬂtiés
for courses. Tn Camp «seneeeane théré were 14 courses and 1,800
students.

Camp ...........there‘were 20 courses (1,010 students) in
preparation for matric, and other eﬁams, but only one text book
and an Engii$h grammaf. Canmp ;.......:. sent in a request fof.
teachers in 11 different subjects. | ’ |

In Camh oo ovdenas tﬁere were 200 musicians who between them
could play 17 different musicalbiﬁstruments but there were no
insfruments at allf

In the third quarter of 1945, 45,600 religious and educational
books were distributed to Camps and hospitals, 40,000 Gospeis,
11,400 books of plays (printed Dby thé P.d.W. press), not counting
a great number of pamphlets etc. |

Organigation.

The offices: and the staff of the War Prisoners Aid of the
Y. C. A, whichrhave to cope with vast problems of organisation
(only slig@tly‘indicated in the above notes) are very small and
inadeguate. No doubt the work would have been far more res-
tricted than it is}and havé followed more routine lines had it not
been:. for the‘gifts of imaginstion and of driving power Which

Pastbr Porell brings to the work; and also his remarkable power

‘of getting on with the British commandants)a-ﬂ'above all with the

We Qe officials and of gaining their approval and co-operation.
The fact however that W.O. consent is required at every step
creates such delays and obstacles that the amount nevertheless

achieved seems most remarkable. Thus no teacher or any one
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f ' else can ever be transferfed from one campzto,enother without ekheuetive
‘7 0. enguiries and cons1derat10n) '

T : Forell's_salery is paid by his Swedish Church as a contribution '

J to the good cause. His expensee are in the main met by the wﬂ&Lauwmu,
k ' Nhen the war ended however, the American Y.M.C.A. On which the W. AfLYH
A Funds mainly depend, lost much of their interest in the work for P.O.W.
E and sent a cable to announce 2 serious cut in their contribution.

% This brought the retention of some of the already far too small

} office staff into jeopardy. And yet the vast superstructure of
Vedﬁcationqwork depends entlrely on this slender ba31s)where a few

devoted workers struggle to keep going a compleX and highly productlve

machine. Apart from this the need of expenditure on all sorts of
things which are needed qulckly and cannot wait to be discussed (and
perhaps turned down) Dby Commlttees are constantly arising in

Forell's journeys from camp to camp all over the country. In

certain situations the only solution is for hlm to make the necessary
payments himeelf._fﬁe amoent he can achieve with some independent ‘
%~~thvf1nen01a1 resources 1s out of all proportion to their size. AL i
' any moment moreover, he mey once more be faced wi%ﬁﬁ%he ‘demand for ’"““”'#
the discharge of some assistant who is indispensable. This sword {

of Damocles is always henging over his head and the only secufity

for much of his magnificent work lies in the support he can privately

obtain from English sympathisere./e% 6»44(/( we, &ré ,t:c M /j

P
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. Notes based on talks with Pastor Forell. ¢ st }

e

He agreed that what we now have to work for may roughly be classi-
fied under four headings:

(1) Non Fraternisation. This is perhaps the worst factor in
evoking bad feeling among the P.o.W. and destroying their morale. It
is unintelligible to them as it is to so many of us that this rule should
be maintained so long after the end of the war. During the war there
were obvious reasons for it, but now it can only be attributed to a
desire on our part to treat them as outcasts and pariahs. But even so
it is inconsistent with our policy in Germany itself where the ban has
been lifted. From our own point of view of course it means re-educating
them in the opposite direction to what we had professedly intended.
l How can they be expected to learn anything from us when we are treating
i them as inferior and undesirable people, and a prisoner who may have a
| 1ittle talk with an English girl who happens to be walking alec the road
' in the same direction is liable to ®mmx quite severe punishment (I have
i heard of a case of this). It is in fact a denial of one of the basiec _
; ideas of democracy i.e. of the valued and dignity of the individual.dadif
: the i hfintu B prowsoren 1o repmm ardurtasd oy Y Joe By bk oatt bork ot
| (2) " Chandes of Repatriation. The announcement of the repatriation
, scheme was of course welcomed but it is only one step in the right direc-
\ tion. The individual prisoner cannot tell how soon his turn may comes
S s at the rate of 15,000 per month it will take @guuriléiw years to work
.. 'ﬂcm@%- Moreover, a very depressing feature lies in the erratic nature
* of the %screening’. The so-called 'screening' often consists of an
interview of a few moments and this is considered enough to unveil ...

e

e % %}ggg[ﬁho get throggh best. The conscientious man may hesitate in his

%/wyﬁjﬂ’831re to give & really correct answer. Or the prisoner may be far
o™ "t00 nervous to do himself justice; he is well aware that his fate for
years to come may depend on what he saysj and we all know that if we
are nervous we rarely show the beat of ourselves or convey a true
impression. A really expert psychologist, a man with expeptional
powers of intuition, & knowledge of human nature, might possibly be
sble to arrive at the truth in a few minutes interview. Cerman people
moreover, if of the right {ype, would be helped by their knowledge of the
German mind, the history of the Nazi party, and of all the conditions
which made up the background of the man before him. It goes without
‘ saying that few British people would have any of these qualifications.
\ The result is that many 'Whites' get into the 'Grey' or even the 'Black!
! category, and many tBlacks', people trained to self-agsurance coupled
with duplicity, get into the *Thite! category. It has naturally a
depressing and embittering effect on the genuine anti-Nazi to see what
sort of 'nice boys' we often choose for repatriation The latter
include numbers of Communists who are free in their denunciations of 5
Hitler thereby satisfying their questioners. A vyilm af’%}f~&”¢75whﬁfzwh9

of the camps are not apparently consulted. In many cases they acquire
knowledge of individuals and also could suggest the right individuals

iswuﬁt{;fki"“%"“ D) bum 9@57‘4€?%~‘féﬁi€%;?%’ZZ‘”’”éde%V leter AEV%U?iJZanA:
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the real heart and mind of the man. It is often the tough and hardened

In this connection it is really very strange that Commandants ke g

i
|
|
|

|
|
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| among the prisoners themselves# who could help with the ’screening‘qjhymk'
. m%(z'm vman tfwnisn o < fpvrar W34 Mol T wh sas w hs fomer ocaldy J1)
| (3) Help for Families.” The chief cause of depression and bad
| 40 moraleslies in the anxiety the men now feel about the conditions at
'%N?oodrﬁﬁﬁETQK When letters began to arrive many wives refrained from telling
4P° the full truth about their terrible conditions of life, and the prisoners
tended to discount some of the awful descriptions that could be read
in the press as it seemed to them unbelievable. Now they realise # bl 5
—that it was &ll too true. They are terribly anxious as to the fate julile,_
of their wives and children in the coming winter, exhausted as they
know they must be from severe malnutrition and every kind of privation.
If only they could send them some help it would be a relief to their
feelings. But of course they are notrallowed to send parcels .
As regards their absurdly small pay Forell believes that many would
forego buying even the small necessaries for themselves which the pay
can cover-in order to be able to help their families.

, (4) Loss of Property. This epplies especially to the P.o.W.

j from America who were able to bring over many useful things, e.g. type-
writers, and in some cases quite a lot of dollars. The money is said
to be credited to them. This ought to be verified. In the case of

i other objects a list is made at the outset but there is reason to

* believe that most of the things disappear. When a man is transferred
i from one camp to another he often has the embittering experience of
being told that his property cannot be found.

e e 06 s ¢ e 0 20 % O 8 609 000000 e 8

General Observations.

If the above matters could to some degree be put right it would
‘affect a tremendous change in the prisoners' outlecok and in their
desire to work which at present is often at a very low ebb. These
improvements in their position are a most urgent matter as the men
are becoming ve cynical and this can only be cured by deeds rather
then by words, Thus when the repatrgation scheme works badly they ask
themselves, is it after mmi all only a trick? So many of them wait
x and wait, and their own release seems as far off as ever. Their wives
i too have given up hope and no longer conceal facts which are uﬂzanuqué.
| vy painful, e.g. the arrival of a baby whose father was a Russian ‘?9
soldier. Or it may be that he hears for the first gtime that his
home has been entirely destroyed; or a prisoner whose greatest
interest has been in his books hears that none of them are left. They
hear too that their wife or perhaps aged parents have lost up to QLstone
in weight, or that their relations have died of tuberculosis.

In face of all this our leftures on democracy and all the associated
propaganda tends to become worse than useless - just a source of further
discredit to us because our deeds are in such contrast to our words.

Wf}/ 6 Lﬂvz/ﬂ: %&;"\0 J“afqu,a fwn [ﬂm}ﬁw Fronld be v Wﬁ%M@M

i FM J'AAT‘M, "b ?14‘4/’\\ M(M - "“?49% KLMM&)DW{‘A‘)OK o .
| S.FMLMW%WMM :{}M zs~1oo/aofﬂl9o: nusphe wm/’/‘gﬂt@ﬁu




[ z/;;,z,,ao%, o o Gl ol .
# Hansard Oct.8.46. NG M
aron rnony . PRISONERS OF WAR

i e

P e T

SR %b
IDDLE__EAST.™,

e

s P—

29 and 30. MR. STOKES askedrthe Secretary of State for War (1)

how many of the German prisoners of warcstill detained in North Africa
.999 German Division; and how many of that hufffer had
e in German concentration camps before being

®
&

(2) how many German prisoners of war are still detained in North
Africa and when it is expected to repatriate them to their own country.

88. MR.DEREK WALKER-SMITH asked the Secretary of State for War
whether the arrengements for repatriation of German prisoners of war
apply to prisoners at present in the Middle Easty and, if so, on what
terms and conditions.

THZ SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR (MR.BELLENGER): As explained on
4th June, in reply to a Question by my hon.Friend the lMember for West
Coventry (lir.Edelman), separate statistics relating to 999 Divisiéh
are not available and could not be obtained without a considerable. :

SRBRE

amount ot lsbour. 1In dealing with repatriation, however, full regard
ig"paid to the individual records of prisoners of war. There are at

present about 98,000 German and 5,000 Austrian prisoners of war detained
in the Middle East Command, of whom 2,00Q.anti-Nazi Germans and all the
Austrians are to be repatriated as .shippimg becomes availeble. It has
Aot yet veen round possible to bring the Midd ‘ the scope .

JERE = e—-

e Bast wit -
§f“fﬁé%§EH§méfd§§iﬁ§ﬁ‘dﬁéh”far“théipﬁiﬁeaﬂKiﬁééaﬁ’bﬁf‘aﬁyacéélerated /
programme on the lines of that authorised for t he United Kingdom will

be introduced as soon as circumstances permit.

MR.STOKES: Is not my right hon.Friend aware that these camp
officials have very little to do? Surely, it is possible for them to
ascertain all about every priscner under their control. Will he give
the House an assurance that those people who are well-known anti-Nazis,
as all these fellows are, will be given as speedy & release as possible?

MR. BELLENGER: I think I can give the assurance for which my
Hon.Friend asks, that they will be given as speedy a release as possible,
but the matter is not so easy to degl with as is the case of prisoners
in this country.

Miir. Benn Levy: Is my right’hgnfangsnd satisfied that the repatria-
tions, when they are completed in Jume,jwill cover all members of the
999 Division? L R 7

MR.BELLENGER: They will take their turn. As I have said, we
hope to expedite the arrangements for these mén almost concurrently
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with the arrangements we are meking for prisoners, a much larger number,
who have to go from this country back o Germany .

MAJOR LEGGE-BOURKE: Will the Secretary of State give an assur-
ance that the preleagse of these man in the Middle East is not being
delayed in order 1o complete the course in erypto Communism to which
they are being subjected by the P.I.D.%

MR.BELLENGER: I was notl aware of that fact, if such it be.

MR.EDELMAN: Is it not a fact that these men of the 999 Division
were among the first opponents of Nazism in Germany and, therefore,
ijs it not just that whatever the labour involved ifn order to avoid
an injustice, even to & single man, ghe mxessary regsearch should be

made?

ME.BELLENGER: Yes, Sir, many of them were, and we will do our
best to get them home &8 speedily as possible.

MR. JAMES HUDSON: 1In view of the fact that all the Austrian pri-
soners were found 1O be satisfactory, would my right hon.Friend give
some preferential treatment to the Austrisns, who have been labouring
under a special grievance in this matter?

MR.BELLENGER: Yes, Sir, they will get some preferential treatment.

WR.STOKES: May I ask my right hon.Friend, in view of the expres=-
gsions this afternooll, if hQ“ﬂi}}w&iX?W}PSﬁruCﬁiQP?w@h@ﬁpﬁh§se people

o be sorted out,, as there 18 pleRty of. Stsff and plenty of time

MR.BELLENGER: I_do not know if there is plenty of staff to do
it, I do not think soj“ﬁﬁ%”I”Willn§g§w§ggpmthggeuprisonars“gre sorted
out, as my hom.Friend suggests.

35. MRS VANNING: asked the gecretary of State for War whether
he is yet in & position to give a date by which time all German prison-
ers of war who wish to return to thelr own country will have left

these islandse.

106. WR.PETER FREEUAN asked the Secretary of State for War whether
he will now announce his intentions with regard to the 466,000 German
prisoners of war now in this country; and whether it is the intention
of His Majesty's Government to discriminate in any way between those
known to have Dbeen victimised for active anti-Nazi epinions and those

who have held definite Nazi responsibilities.

MR.BELLENGER: The plans for the repatriation of German prisoners o’
war from the United Kingdom were announced Dby IHis Majesty's Government
on 12.September. 1 am not able, at present, to add anything to the
statement then madee.
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German risonergfbf War in British Hands : Some Facts and Suggestions .

. ~¢/’"’y$", |
I. The Present Situation

(a) Wumbers. On May 15%h, 1946, 338,000 German prisoners of War were held

in this country, and a further 97,000 in British hands in
the Middle Fast. In addition to these, about 80,000 German POW's are still
in British camps in Belgium, and an unknown number in British camps in
Italy. :

Since February 1946, large numbers of German POW's have been brought
to this country from the USA, Belgium and Canada, so that their present
number is approximately 500,000. Further numbers are expected, The large
majority of the POW's is employed in agriculture or other unskilled work;
as remuneration they receive up to 6/- per week for which they can buy
razor blades, tooth paste, cigarettes etc.

(v) Grading. A rough estimate shows that as a result of the political
screening which is undertaken by the authorities, about 15%
| of the prisoners may have been marked as "white" (reliable anti-Nazis),
| | about 60% as "grey" (not any longer to be considered as Nazis), and about
// 25% as "black" (still considered Nazis).
¥ In the Middle East there are many POW's who served in the famous
/999 'Division which consisted of former inmates of Concentration Camps, who
‘were forced into the German Army and which was treated as a penal unit.
About one third of them are former political prisoners of all shades, while
the rest are ordinary offenders. Among the former are men of the highest
political and moral qualities. In this country also there are POW's who
were recruited for the German Army from prisons and concentration camps,
emong them many who have been behind barbed wire for more than ten years.

(c) Repatriation. No definite policy has been amnounced so far with regard
to the repatriation of German POW's; they do not know

whether they will have to remain in this country for another six menths or

_for geveral years, and would prefer any definite policy to the present

state of uncertainty. :
Jo far repatriation has only taken place in exceptional cases which
fall into one of the following categories:-

1. POW's who are disabled or seriously ill; their number seems to be
considerably larger than that of all other repatriated POW's taken
together.

2. A very small number of individual POW's who have been asked for
by the Allied Control Commission.

3. The majority of POW's of the former broadcasting camp Ascot
(about 600).,

4. POW's repatriated under the "Oberon'" scheme which provide for
repatriation of "white" POW's, domiciled in the British Zone of
Occupation, who are requested by the Control Commission, on
account of their qualifications, for example teachers, legal and
financial experts, policemen etc. About 400 prisoners have been
repatriated so far under the Oberon scheme.

(d) Morale. Owing to the lack of any official declaration about the length
— - of captivity, there is growing unrest in the camps. Many POW's
have not seen their families for many years; news is often scanty. Many
* have no news at all from home because they lived in parts of Germany ammexed
~ or administered by Poland, or in the former Sudeten Territory. The inform-
ation which reaches the POW's often gives rise to rumours, for example news
about the food situation in Germany, or letters from relatives that German
POW's have returned from Russian captivity, or that certain Nazis or SS men
have been repatriated. All this provides a most fertile soil for a whisper-
ing propaganda and negative influences within the camps.
The influx of German POW's from the USA into the camps has increased
, this unrest. Food in most American POW!'s camps was plentiful, and the
| POW's could buy many things in their canteens which were taken away from
them on arrival in this country. Above all they had been told by American
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officers on leaving the USA that they were going "home" only to discover
later that they were sent to Britain instead. So the "Americans' have
created grave problems and increasing difficulties in the POW camps in
Britain.

German POW's. from Belgium, who have recently been brought to this
country, although selected for their fitness, arrived in a pitiful state of
/nmlnutrition. Their stories about "Belsen rations" in British camps in
¢ Belgium have contributed to a further decline of morale among the POW's.

The morale of the genuine anti-Nazis is particularly low. They know
that every sincere anti-Nazi with a clean record is needed most urgently in
Germany to strengthen the democratic forces. They did what they could to
strengthen democratic tendencies in the camps, often victimised by Nazi
POW's, and were successful in starting the re-education of various "grey"
camps, often without receiving any recognition or encouragement.

(e) Labour Output. All concerned acknowledge that, so far, the German POW's
¢ have worked extremely well. It can, however, be ex-
" pected that their labour output will decline if present conditions continue.
Most POW's argue that even a convict is told the length of his sentence,
and that even workers compulsorily recruited from Western Buropean countries
by Nazi Germany received normal wages part of which they could remit to
their families. :

II. Some Criticisms.

(a) Grading. It seems that many POW's were confronted with rather awkward

T standard questions such as '"Who is the greatest man in
history?" or "What would you do if I (the screening officer) were Hitler?"
or '"Would you agree that all the former occupied countries should be rebuilt
Tirst by the Germans while Germany itself should be left as it is?"

Many opportunists .among the POW's tried to give the answer to such
questions which was expected of them. Many genuine anti-Nazis, on the other
hand, showed too much self-respect; they were thus graded "black" or "grey",
while former Nazis were classified as '"white", in spite of their open ad-
mission of long Nazi connections.

(b) Personnel. There are camps in which the genuine anti-Nazi POW's are
still treated as some sort of second-class Germans by the
Camp Commandants either through lack of political understanding, or through
a prejudice against everything "left". Many Commandants think that the
work would suffer if they allowed political freedom, or appointed genuine
anti-Nazis as camp leaders instead of the regular N.C.0.'s who preserve a
strict military discipline. Thus, in many camps, the German side of the
| administration is still in Nazi hands or in those of typical Prussian
N.C.0.'s. The same often applies to the German camp doctors. Anti Nazi
POW's complain that they are victimized, and that Nazis receive favours.

(c) Medical Repatriation. Here again the German camp doctors have many
opportunities to victimize anti-Nazi POW's, for
medical repatriation is handled almost entirely by German doctors. Many
camp doctors are Nazis or equally dangerous German nationalists.

(d) General Repatriation. In the case of repatriation under the "Oberon"
scheme it is usually the technical qualification
of a man which counts, and not so much his political and personal reliasbil-
ity. Moreover repatriation has usually been carried out under highly un-
satisfactory circumstances, e.g. 600 men from Ascot POW camp were dragged -
through a number of camps first in this country, then in Belgium, and
finally in Germany, and their treatment during the itinerancy was, in
addition to a number of administrative mistakes, so bad, that it is to be
feared that by the time of their final discharge all positive efforts which
had been made in this country had been frustrated. )

A very successful effort of re-education is at present being made
at Wilton Park Training Centre. The POW's who pass through the courses at
Wilton Park are mainly selected anti-Nazis, It is discouraging that, after
completing the course, they are sent back to their camps instead of being



repatriated. There is a grave danger that the great opportunity will be
wasted of sending men back to Germany who are, or have become, sincere
friends of Britain.

(e) Segregation of ”Biéok" POW's. Re-education efforts are, at present,

largely confined to POW's listed as

"white" or "grey". Among the latter category are many who claim to be
anti-Nazis on opportunist grounds; while among those listed as "black"
are undoubtedly many young soldiers who were Nazis for idealistic reasons,
and simply know nothing else but Nazism. In the "black" camps they are
left under the influence of clder and inveterate Nazis.

IIT., Suggestions

For all these reasons, we would suggest the following points for urgent

(a)
(b)

consideration : -

A definite statement by the British Government as to the probable lengfh
of captivity.

It seems most desirable and would be of the greatest psychological value
to work out a release scheme (similar to that for demobilisation of

H.M. Forces) so that the most depressing uncertainty of the POW's can be
overcome. In this scheme priority should be given to political victims
of Nazism, cases of human hardship, age groups and certain essential
occupations. We would like to suggest : -

(1) A1l prisoners who suffered for their political or religious anti-
Nazi convictions and were in concentration camps or prisons under _-
the Nazis.

(2) All prisoners who have been active anti-Nazis already before 1945 or'
who refused to join the Hitler Youth for political or religious
convictions, should be released according to age groups.

(3) All prisoners over 42 years of age as far as they were not active
Nazis or have to be treated as such.

(4) All prisoners with dependent children or other dependent relatives
as far as these prisoners were not active Nazis or have to be treated
as such.

(5) Qualified experts who are politically reliable.and do not fall under
the Oberon-Scheme.

(6) The rest of the non-Nazi prisoners according to age groups.

(7) Special consideration and priority should be given to the release of
young prisoners either with a view to employing them in vital in-
dustries (e.g. mining and building industries) or their being spe-
cially trained for youth work, provided they have not been imbued by
the Wazi spirit.

This scheme requires a thorough overhaul of the practice of repatriation

methods, in particular the setting up of special repatriation and
reception camps with a specially qualified staff, in- this country «s

- well as in Germany, and a good co-operation between the repatriation

authorities in both countries.,

This scheme should start as soon as possible, and its putting into practice

(e)

need not interfere with any other existing scheme (e.g. the Oberon-
Scheme). 3

It is obvious that, even with the utmost speed it will take some time
until the various groups under the. scheme can be repatrigated. It is,
therefore, most important that there should be in the meantime a con-
siderable improvement of the standard of living, of the earnings, and
of the general status of all POW!s who would fall under the scheme.
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July 5th, 1946

Dear Sir or iladam,

FRISONERS OF VAR

You no doubt get o preat deal of circular materials
but may we particularly ask you to read the enclosed memoranda,
which has been compiled from reliable sources?

A ‘conference to consider this question will be held at
the Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Westminster (a minutefs walk
from St.-Jdames's Park Tube Station) on Tuesday, July 16th, at
11 in the morning precisely. We should be grateful il you
could make a special effort to attend. It is hoped that some
practical proposals will emerge.. The conference will be
strictly private.

The discussion will be opened by Pastor Foziéigjwho will
speak vefy shortly after 11 oteleck), Torell i owedish
pastor-ﬁho was in Germany from 1929 to 1942 for the Swedish
Protestant Church. Since the beginning of 1944 he has been in
charge of spiritual welfare work in the World Allisnce of the
Y.M.C.A. (Prisonsr of War Aid). He has visited some two hun-
dred camps in England during the last two years under War
Office ausvices and is in almost daily touch with the P.0.W.
situation in this country. He has also visited Germany twice
since victory for the purpose of co-ordinating P.0.W. work.

We should be grateful if you would strike out the relevant
words on the enclosed postcard, sign it, and post it at your
earliest convenience. :

Yours truly,

m v A

Chairman



Confidential

Note on German Prisoners of War

The situation in Prisoner of War Camps in this country is
becoming very serious. The root of the trouble is hopeless

uncertainty
./do not know
|/ five years'
I uncertainty

about the.date of repatriation. Prisoners of War
whether they will be repatriated next year, in

time, in twenty years' time, or not &t all. This
produces political and moral effects which may be

| described without exaggeration as disastrous.

Camp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers find
the attitude of the prisoners as follows:

o A

f”/,

the Geneva Convention were interpreted according
to its spirit, the prisoners should be repatriated
immediately. It is argued that the letter of the
Convention is not being broken, because no peace
treaty has been concluded. The prisoners reply
that the argument is not valid, as the Allies
themselves have prevented the establishment of a
responsible German government with which a treaty
could be concluded. The prisoners consider,
therefore, that they are no longer prisoners of
war at all, but slaves working by duress for the
yichor.

{2) They further consider themselves in an even worse

()02

position than c¢riminals, as a criminal knows the
date on which ne will be released.

work must be done by "Germany" for her victors as
reparation, then it should be done by the whole
German people and not only by those who happen to
be prisoners of war by a mere accident.

e

(4) Told that they are being held because of Scarcity of

/

%ggd in Germany and because of difficulties of
sransport, the prisoners reply that they do not
believe it, and that they want nothing better than
to share with their families any sufferings that
the latter may have to undergo. They find it
unbearable to reflect that their families may be
starving, while they themselves are shut away and
prevented from doing anything to help. At the
moment, the prisoners are thinking particularly
about next winter and wondering how their wives,
worn out after a lengthy war and its aftermath,
and gravely undernourished, will be able to bring
up their children properly without a father's
guidance. ‘
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¥Cémp visitors, camp ministers and visiting ministers note

~“a rapid change in the atmosphere of the Camps since the beginning
of tgédﬁ%égﬁﬁ% year. In particular:

(1) The spiritual atmosphere has most gravely deteriorated.

There is not merely a general feeling of hopeless-
ness but bitterness and hatred.

(2) Educational activities had previously flourished. Now
they are paralysed: prisoners of war refuse to
attend courses, and walk about in misery. They say
they don't want to be educated, but to be sent home.

(3) There had previously been a growing acceptance of the
: principles of Christianity and democracy. This
~process is now being reversed, since the prisoners
y of war consider that indefinite incarceration is
wholly opposed to those principles. Far from be-
~coming Christians and democrats, they are becoming
v extremist and nihilistic. At best there is apathy:
at worst, moral degradation and superstition (such
as fortune telling by cards) to a disastrous degree.
*In thirteen camps nine suicides and five attempts
] at suicide have taken place recently.

/—(4) Future friendship between this country and Germany is

f/ being jeopardised. Many prisoners who had previously
been anglophil have become the opposite. The whole
movement of sentiment, which had previously been in
the direction of friendliness and even affection,
is now towards hatred. In thinking about the future,
more and more-prisoners feel that they no longer

have anything to hope from Britain but nust look
elsewhere.
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Dear Noel-Buxton,

Further to your letter to me of July 22 regarding the question
of German prisoners,

It is true our retention of Prisoners of War in this country is
covered by the Convention, though clearly it never envisaged the
absence of any Government in the defeated nation and the destruction
and dislocation not only in the loser country but also, to a large
extent, in that of the vietor. :

From the political point of view, as I am sure you will appreciate,
it is important that we should not off load on Germany more ex-members
of the Wehrmacht - with the exception of those with an established -
anti-nazi bias - until that country has had a chance to settle down. :
Our policy has been therefore to repatriate the so called "whiten
Prisoners of War as required by the Contral Commission in Germany.
The return of these "whitesris shortly to be accelerated and there
seems no doubt we shall then bproceed with a measure of repatriation
of those who if not anti nazi are at leastg comparatively harmless,

[ On the other side of the bicture the war has imposed exceptional
problems, one of the most important being the need for great agriculﬁu&af
output by this country. To gather our harvest, outside labour has been "%
essential, For this and other vital work for which no British labour
exists we have turned to the Prisoner of War. I think you will agree
both from a moral and practical point of view it should be the Germans

solely as a result of the war they forced on the world. Incidentally

it is important to remember that much of the work they are doing is \
very materially assisting our efforts to improve conditions in their \
own country, :

on the part of the Government to the very natural feelings of the
prisoners themselves. We have very much in mind the whole question of
repatriation but as you will readily understand it is for many reasons
not an easy problem, {

Yours sincerely,

Nathan of Churt,
The Right Hon.
The Lord Noel-Buxton, P.C,

Fe g
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War Office,
Whitehall, Sellels
30 July, 1946,

Deair Noel-Buxton,

. Further to your letter to me of July 22 regarding the gquestion
of German prisoners. : _

It is true our retention of Prisoners of War in this country is

~ covered by the Convention, though clearly it never envisaged the

absence of any Government in the defeated nation and the destruction
and dislocation not only in the loser country but also, to a large
extent; in that of the viector. -

From the politiecal point of view, as I am sure you will appreciate,
it is important that we should not off load on Germany more ex-members
of the Wehrmacht - with the exception of those with an established
anti-nazi bias - until that country has had a chance to settle down,

Our policy has been therefore to repatriate the so called ™white"
Prisoners of \iar as required by the Contréel Commission in Germany.
The return of these "whites"is shortly to be accelerated and there
Seems no doubt we shall then proceed with a measure of repatriation
of those who if not anti nazi are at least comparatively harmless,

"~ On the other side of the picture the war ;has imposed exceptional
problems, one of the most important being the need for great agricultural-
output by this country. To gather our harvest, outside labour has been
essential., For this and other vital work for which no British labour
exists we have turned to the Prisoner of War, I think you will agree
both from a moral and practical point of view it should be the Germans
who should be called on to make good our shortages which have arisen
solely as a result of the war they forced on the world, Incidentally
it is important to remember that much of the work the¥ are doing is
very materially assisting our efforts to improve conditions in.their
own country. : ;

What I have said should not be taken to indicate any indifference
on the part of the Government to the very natural feelings of the
prisoners themselves. We have very much.in mind the whole question of
repatriation but as you will readily understand it is for many reasons

not an- easy problem,
 ‘2burs sincerely,
Nathan of Churt,

The Right Hon.' i
The Lord Noel-Buxton, P.Ce'
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point beyond which men cannot live without hope.
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e o

o ‘:5-‘»\ ” i

o Wé are gravely conoerﬁéﬁ with the plight of thé;§f§:ig;)
pflsoners of-war in this cowrdtry.. Although more than

Visiting ministers of religion and others report a very
rapid spiritual deterioration in the camps during the last
few weeks.,

Men who might have gone back to Germany full of determin-
ation to build & more liberal secciety there are becoming hard
and cynical: they say that our liberalism and Christianity are
a pretenee: asnd respect for the British institutions is rapldly
being replaced by indifference and even hatred.

There is a. dangerous feeling that they can no longer hope
for anything from us, and must look elsewhere.

*

It is, above all, this uncertainty about their fate which
is demoralising the prisoners: they feel that convicts are
better off, for at any rate they know when their imprisonment
will end.

But other factors add to their wretchedness. They receive
letters from relatives at home in the gravest distress, but are
prohfbited from sending gifts, gven from their own rations.

MRS ol S their employers pay.ihe.Covernment the full Trade

Union rate for their services, they themselves receive as a
maximum a penny halfpenny an hour. Then there is the non-
fraternisation rule, which by turning men into pariahs is an
offence to Christian principles and is felt by the prisoners to
be such. ’

,x‘

We therefore earnestly beg His Majesty's Government:

1. To draw up a definite scheme for the release of these men, if
necessary by various categories, at the earliest possible dates;

2. To announce this scheme to the prisoners with the minimum of
delay since the certainty of release even at a relatively distant
date would be less intolerable than the present uncertainty;

3. To pay working prisoners the rate for the ijob (less expenses

- for keep), part of the money perhaps being paid week by week and

part being credited to them for their use after release;
4L, To permit the despatch of ‘food parcels, etc., to relatives;
H: To relax the nbn-fraternisation rule.

We make this plea for the sake both of our common humanity
and of the British good name.

.y

i Violet Bonham Carter, Henry Carter,

. ' R. Newton Flew, Victor Gollancz,
¥ H.J. Laski, Lindsay, Gilbert Murray,
Marian E. Parmoor, R.R. Stokes.
14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2
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I visited Badapest at the roquest of Mr. Butler, head 3
of the British Food Mission at Vienna, in order to report to
him on the shortage of hospital supplies. Our Mission con-
sisted of & persons including 2 doctors. We arrived by train
on August 5th, a few hours a%ter the Roumanian troops occupled
the town, shortly before the Armistice terms were presented. We
left immediately after the coup d'etat which was announced on
the morning of August 7th. Though on officlal mission we were
refused permission to leave by train, and we travelled by pri-
vate car to Vienna.

The situation in regard to food and hospital suppliles
was extremely urgent, and was greatly aggravated by the peculiar
political situation from which it is impossible to dissociate
the question of relief.

The following points speclally affecting the position
of the Allies came into prominence:-

(2) Shoriage of Food.— This has-hecome gcatethreugh.... .
the cumulative effects of the War, the subsequent :
blockade, and the difficulty experieneed by Budapest cf
purchasing food from the peasants with Bolshevist Gov-

ernment Notes known as "white money." The shortage

became o famine through the interception of all traffic
entering the city by the Roumanians. ‘ b

(b) Hospltal shortage. = The hospitals were. in dire ; s
necessity owing to the already most inadequate suppliles ‘
of milk etc. being suddenly cut off; a great number of

the patients were undoubtedly faced with death in -

consequence.

Many hospitals on August 7th had no supplles to go on
with at all. The Roumanians were the cause of this, and their
conduct in regard to hospital stores was still more flagrant.
For instance, 4 truck loads of medical stores, sent by Mr. Butler
and the International Hogpital Committee at Vienna were taken
over by the Roumanians. It was obviously ungsafe for Mr. Butler
to preceed with the despatch of supplies, which were in readiness
ot Vienna, so that a total absence of hospital necessaries fol- \

Towed, 4

To give an instance of the result severe operations had
to be performed without proper anaesthetics.

The hospital administration was further paralysed Dy the
stoppage of traffio, effected by a corden drawn through the centre
of the town from North to South. Owing to this the outpatient |
departments on August 6th were practically empty. 1

The rights of the Allies under the Armistice of Nov. 1918
to utilize transport, were ignored.
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Llunder. The requisition of food was in full swing,
the troops themselves requiring largé supplies, quite apart from
the stores which were being despatched to Roumenisa.

We saw Rounanian soldiers driving quantitios of
cattle along the streets, and many Arny waggons removing stocks
of grain or flour. From a famm belonging %o ons of the hospitals
the 1ive stock was forcibly removed.

Anong the points repeated to us, which of course
wo could not verify, but which I understand to be recoghised by
Allled officers to be true, was the despatch to Rounania of
quantities of farming implements, motor cars, sewing machines,
and machinery from factories. Telephone apparatus was removed
from private houses.

Even 1f the Allies maintain their right to forbid
the imposition of any terms by the FRoumanian Government, the
security of the Powers for the reparation cue to thom from Hun-
gary has been largely prejudiced, and is further injured every

ay that the Roumanian army remains in the country.

It nay easily prove not only that Hungary may re-
quire to receive food for the coming year, which would have been
supplied by its own harvest, but the prevention of sowing arrange-
mfnts Wwilll necessitate Allied relief during the year 1920 - 21
also,

_IIXT Yiclencas The loss of 1ife which General Gorton
has reported was confirmed by a grsat deal of evidence, and 1t
1s of course quite 1nevitable that a balkan State, anlmated by
rovenge, wlll be rosponsible for the prevalence of atrocities of
the worst kind in the villages.

The change from a Bolshevist Government to a Soc-
lalist Government, which was in progress with Allied help, would
have meant the expulsion of nany Red noninees from the public
offices, but this took a violent form under the influence of the
anarchy caused by the total supprossion of Hungarian authority,
and by the real or supposed cneouragement of anti-bolshevist
eXcesses by the partisans of the "whiteg" acting under Roumanian
protection.

It was said that many hundreds were killed in the
suburbs, and English residents were convinced of thlis by the eye
witness of Hungarian friends.

Violence was also prevalent in the centre of the
town and even in Government buildings, to suoh an extent that I
myself on entering a section of the War Office along with a
British Officer, Major Hlaclean, saw a suspected Bolshevist being
brutally battered, while actually in the hands of the official
guards, who by this time wers all nominees of the "white" party.

The Englishmen in Budapest thought that pogroms of
the Galician Jews, who were rogarded as responsidble for Bolshevinm,
were probable owing to the total gbsence of Allied troops.

As an example of the outrages committed, it was
established that a woman, on whom a Rounanian private was billim?
ted, was killed by him with the bayonet, on her complaining of
his dirty habits.

If the change of Government had been effected with
the inclusion of the four nembers of the former Government
supported by the Allied representatives in touch with Budapest,
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(namely = Agoston, Boehm, Garaml, and Haudrich) the disorders
would have been either absent or far less in degrse than ocourred
&as the result of the chaos produced by the invasion.

' Points of a more dlstinctly political character
appoear to de ultimately of even greater importance.

1V. Ihe Damags to Hungarian Gover npantel Authority.

Whatever Govermment nay supervene, it will be re-
garded as a foreign creation, and want of confidence will natur-
ally follow fron oreign ocoupation, especially from occupation
by a nation hitherte despised and admittedly less civilised.
Suoh weakness cornotes ultinate Bolshevism.

This will result unless the Allies show their com=
plete will and power to compel evacuation and to deprive Roumanisn
cf any gain from the invasion.

From my knowledge of governing personalities at
Bucarest it seems to me that the successful defiance of the Fowers
will fortify the dangerous factors.

(a) tuch greater difficulty will be experienced in
induelng Roumanis to sign the treaty regarding the rights of
minorities, tariffs, transit, etc.

(b) If the Bratiano Goverment scores a brillisnt sug=
tess, 1ts power to resist internal reform will be inoreassd.

(o) The Partigans of an alliance with neighbourin
states aimed at defying the Powers in regard to frontiers efec.
will become dangerously influential.

V1. Injury to the Prestise of the Powers.

This may prove the chief significance of the orisis.
The maintainance of ihe prestige of the Allies at this moment
1stzssen§ial to the establishment of any effective "League of
Nations.

It will be seen only to0o clearly that although the

Leagus 1s not technically estabdlished the machinery for enforgm
ing its decisions is present in even greater degree than will

be the case in normal tines, and that the Powers, although they
have as strong a motive asg they will ever have for asserting
their authsrity, are prevented, owing to diversions anong them=
selves or to whatever cause, from following the procedure essen-
tial to any League which is nore than a name. ‘

The Roumanians not only defied the Powers 1in advanc~
ing %o Budapest, put thoy submitted the Allies Representatives
to studied insults. 0f this the following instances are exam=
Plesgi=
(a) Genoral Gorton wes prevented from using the tele~
%raph and telephone wires, and would have been igolated but for
he American telephone provided by Lir. Hoover.

(b) His request to make known to the public the cormunie
cation of the Allies received from Faris was refused.

(e) The right of the Allies to use the railways was den-
1ed on the hollow pretext that orders had been given that trains
leaving Budapest should be fired upon, and that the order could
not be revoked. A British Officer on official duty wes obliged
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to obtai? ? private car and motor the whole distance to Vienna
o d )

A sotd) When General Gorton proposed to inform the
roumania#i Commander of the tolegram received from Pariss; he was
refused & hearing.

British official opinion in Vienna strongly deplores
the sppearance of success which the Roumanian defiance of the
Powers has achibved, through the absence of any statement indice~
ting the punishment which will be inflicted on Roumaniai

: . The conduct of Roumania 1s natural to & Balkan State
whose traditions are the result of ‘a lorg period of Turkish
domination and this Near Eesstern mentality forms one of the main
dangers which international orgenisstion has ts control.

It 1s the willingness and capacity of the great States
to act firmly, which 1s essential to a solution, and which may
groze to have been submitted by the Hungarian orisis to a critical

68T -

The immediate physital compulsion not being proposed,

and the desirability of hastéhing the departure of the Roumanian

Arny being sdmitted, the nmeans of diserediting the Bratiano
adventure, and giving materisl to his political opponents at
?u:arzit, appedr to inciude the following statement of the Allies
intention.

(1) Severance of diplomatic relations and exclusion

fronm the Peate Oonference.

(2) Dental of privilegés enumerated un@er #the Covenant"

(3) Stéppage of goods on the seas for Roumania.

(4) Refusal of loansi

(5) Tariff boycott.

(6) Reconsideration of territorial gains in Banat etec.,
and bridgeheads of South side of the Danube.

(7) Heavier debts on ter»itory acquired.

(8) Reparation for all thefts and injurles -and for moral

damage caused by proposal to infliet Armistice terms.
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