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“My. Blaaakay—%nk sat in hts office in the

! drowsy hour of a Saturday afternoon He was

alone. Work was done for the day. The clerks
\ were gone. The building, save for the janitor, who
‘ lived in the bas/ ment, was empty.
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“As he sat thus, gazing in a sort of reverie at the
papers on the desk in front of him, his chin resting
on his hand, his eyes closed and slumber stole upon
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“Sir Charles Althorpe sat alone in his library ar ! /77/)4\)

Althorpe Chase. It was late ar night. The fire had
burned low in the grate. Through the heavily cur-

tained windows no sound came from outside. Save /
for the maids, who slept in a distant wing, and save //l/
for the butler, whose zoom was under the stairs, the

Chase, at this time of the year, was empty. As Sir
Charles sat thus in his arm-chair, his head gradu-
ally sank upon his chest and he dozed of into

slumber.”
gL

Foolish man! Doesn’t he know that to doze off
into slumber in an isolated country house, with the
maids in a distant wing, is little short of madness?
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Why a cadaverous man can solve a mys-

tery better than a fat man it is hard to say; pre-
sumably the thinner 2 man is, the more acute is his
mind. At any rate, the old school of writers pre-
ferred to have their detectives lean. This inciden-
Zﬂy gave the detective a face “like a hawk,” the
writer not realizing that a hawk js one of the stu-
pidest of animals. A detective with a face like an :
ourang-outang would beat it all to bits. , / \

Indeed, the Great Detective’s face becomes even \ /7/\) ‘
more important than his body. Here there is abso.
lute unanimity. His face has to be “inscrutable.”
Look at it though you will, you can never read it.
Contrast it, for example, with the face of Inspector
Higginbottom, of the local police force. Here is
a face that can look “surprised,” or “relieved,” or,
with great ease, “completely baffled.”

But the face of the Great Detective knows of no
such changes. No wonder the Poor Nut, aseme

- §tezy, is completely mystified. From the face of the
great man you can't tell whether the cart in which
they are driving jolts him or whether the food at
the Inn gives him indigestion.

To the Great Detective's face there used to be
added the old-time expedient of not allowing him
either to eat or drink. And when it was added that
during this same period of about eight days the
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sleuth never slept, the reader could realize in what
fine shape his brain would be for working out his
“inexorable chain of logic.”

But nowadays this is changed. The Great De-
tective not only eats, but he eats well. Often he is
presented as a connoisseur in food, Thus:

“‘Stop a bit) thus speaks the Great Detective 1o
the Poor Nut and Inspector Higginbottom, whom
he is dragging round wirh, him as usual; ‘we have
half an hour before the train legves Paddington.
Let us have some dinner. I know an Italian res-
taurant near here where they serve frogs’ legs a la
Marengo better than anywhere else in London.

“d few minutes later we were seated at one of
the tables of a dingy little eating-place whose sign-
board with the words ‘Restauranto Italiano’ led me
to the deduction thar i was an Italian restaurant.
I was amazed to observe that my friend was evi-
dently well known in the place, while his order for
‘three glasses of Chianti with two drops of vermi-
celli in each) called for an obsequious bow from the
appreciative padrone. I realized that this amazing
man knew as much of the finesse of Italian wines 45
he did of playing the saxophone.”

We may go further. In many up-to-date cases
the detective not only gets plenty to eat, but a lib-
eral allowance of strong drink. One generous Brit-
ish author of to-day is never tired of handing out
to the Great Detective and his friends what he calls



a “stiff whiskey and soda.” At all moments of crisis
they get one.

For example, when they find the Body of Sir
Charles Althorpe, late owner of Althorpe Chase, a
terrible sight, lying on the floor of the library, what
do they do? They reach at once to the sideboard
and pour themselves out a “stiff whiskey and soda.”

Osmhep the heseine-learns—that—her—guardiom—Sir
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It is certainly a great method.

But in the main we may say that all this stuft
about eating and drinking has lost its importance.
The great detective has to be made exceptional by
some other method.

And here is where his music comes in. It tran-
spires—not at once but in the first pause in the story
—that this great man not only can solve a crime,
but has the most extraordinary aptitude for music,
especially for dreamy music of the most difficult
kind. As soon as he is left in the Inn room with
the Poor Nut out comes his saxophone and he tunes
it up.

“‘IVhat were you playing? I asked, as my friend
at last folded his beloved instrument into its case.

“‘Beethoven’s Sonata in Q, he answered mod-
estly.

“‘Good Heavens!’ I exclaimed.”
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. Not even the glad news that the
Heroine sank into the Poor Nut’s arms, never to
leave them again, can relieve the situation. Not
even the knowledge that they erected a handsome
memorial to Sir Charles, or that the Great Detec-
tive played the saxophone for a week can quite
compensate us. ,
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