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McGILL UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY _Ei(AMlNATiONS

FILL IN THE FOLLOWING :

SUBJECT
YEAR

(Matriculation, or 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., year.)

D ATE O B ANINATION: e el l i e ol

CANDIDATE’S NUMBER

- NUMBER OF Books HANDED IN

CANDIDATE’S SIGNATURE

OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING RULES:

1. Use the left hand pages for rough work and write answers on
right hand pages only. All your writing must be handed in.

o

Mark your number, subject: and particulars as to year and date on all
books used and place additional books inside first book when handing
in. ‘

3. Candidates are only permitted to ask questions of the presiding exam-
iner in cases of supposed errors in the papers, and no explanation
whatsoever shall be given by the examiner as to the meaning or

\ - purport of the questions set; but he may publicly announce corrections
of errors. { :

o~

This book must not be torn or mutilated in any way and must not be
taken from the examination room.

Candidates requiring additional books or other supplies should raise
the hand.

(@1

6. ' Candidates must enter in the margin nothing but the number or letter
of the question they are about-to answer. :

7. No candidate shall be permitted to enter the examination room after the
expiration of one half hour, or to leave during the first half hour from
the time scheduled for commencing.

CAUTION

. Candidates guilty of \any of the following or similar, dishonest practices shall be
immediately dismissed from the examination and shall be liable to permanent disqual-
ification for membership in MecGill University—
(a) Making use of any books, papers or memoranda, other than those provided by
the examiner.
(b) Speaking or communicating with other eandidates under any circumstances what-
; ever. b
(e) Exposing written papers to the view of other candidates. 6
The plea of accident or forgetfulness shall not be received.
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1. What is your general idea of the character of
: Willie Nut, Junior?
2. How would he measure up in an emergency?
[ . . . If some one dropped a brick on him, how
) § 2 would he react to the brick? If he fell off a
j fifteen-story building, what would he do?
3. What percentage would you say there is in
.) Willie Nut's character, (a) of personality, (b)

of likability, (c) of enthusiasm, (d) of homo-
geneity, (e) of spontaneity, (f) of #usibility ?

N N /1 4. Would you consider young William Nut a

/ leader?. . . and, if so, of what?. . . of men

\\)\ // or of women?. . . What proportion of women
j{j \ would he lead?

\ // ) 5. Getting down to facts, tell us if Willie Nut has

ever been in jail, and if so where and for how
long. Tell us at the same time any other dirty
thing about him that occurs to you.
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~iLIFE OF SHAKESPEARE. We do not
know when Shaksper was born nor where he was
born. But he is dead. :

From internal evidence taken off his works after
his death we know that he followed for a time th
profession of a lawyer, a sailor and a scrivener and
he was also an actor, abar-tender and an ostler. His
wide experience of men and manners was probably
gained while a bar-tender. (Compare Henry X,
Act V, Scene 2, “ Say now, gentlemen, what shall
yours be 277)

But the technical knowledge which is evident
upon every page shows also the intellectual training
of a lawyer. (Compare Macherh, Act VI, Scene 4.
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Winnowed Wisdom

“ What is there in it for me ?”’) At the same time
we are reminded by many passages of Shakspere’s
intimate knowledge of the sea. (Romeo and Fuliet,
Act VIII, Scene 14. “ How is her head now,
nurse 277)

We know, from his use of English, that Shagsper
had no college education. A

HIS PROBABLE PROBABILITIES. As an
actor Shicksper, according to the current legend,
was of no great talent. He is said to have acted the
part of the ghost and he also probably took such
parts as Enter a citizen, a Tucket sounds, a Dog barks,
or a Bell is heard within. (Note.—We ourselves
also have been a Tucket, a Bell, a Dog and so forth
in our college dramatic days.—EDp.)

In regard to the personality of Shakespere, or
what we might call in the language of the day
Shakespere the Man, we cannot do better than to
quote the following excellent analysis done, we
think, by Professor Gilbert Murray, though we be-
lieve that Brander Matthews helped him a little on
the side.

“ Shakespere was probably a genial man who
probably liked his friends and probably spent a
good deal of time in probable social intercourse. He
was probably good tempered and easy going with

4



The Outlines of Everything

very likely a bad temper. We know that he drank \

(Compare Titus Andronicus, Act 1, Scene 1. What
is there to drink ?7), but most likely not to excess.
(Compare King Lear, Act II, Scene 1. HiSwopi! ”
and see also Macbeth, Act X, Scene 20. * Hold,
enough ! ) Shakespere was probably fond of chil-
dren and most likely dogs, but we don’t know how
he stood on porcupines.

“ We imagine Shakspeare sitting among his
cronies in Mitre Tavern, joining in the chorus of
their probable songs, and draining a probable glass
of ale, or at times falling into reverie in which the
majestic pageant of Julius Cesar passes across his
brooding mind.”

|

il

To this excellent analysis we will only add. We
can also imagine him sitting anywhere else we like
—that in fact is the Chief Charm of Shakesperean
criticism.

The one certain thing which we know about
Shakespere is that in his will he left his second best
bed to his wife.

Since the death of S. his native town—either
Stratford-upon-Avon or somewhere else—has be-
come a hallowed spot for the educated tourist. It
is strange to stand to-day in the quiet street of the
little town and to think that here Shakespeare actu-

5



Winnowed Wisdom

ally lived—either here or elsewhere—and that
England’s noblest bard once mused among these
willows—or others.

WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE, Our first men-
tion must be of the Sonnets, written probably,
according to Professor Matthews, during Shakes-
bur’s life and not after his death. There is a haunt-
ing beauty about these sonnets which prevents us
from remembering what they are about. But for
the busy man of to-day it is enough to mention,
Drink 1o me only with thine eyes ; Rock Me 10 Sleep
Mother ; Hark, Hark the Dogs do Bark. Oh, yes,
quite enough. It will get past him every time.

Among the greatest of Shakespeare’s achieve-
ments are his historical plays—Henry I, Henry 11,
Henry 111, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry V1, Henry VII
and Henry VIII. It is thought that Shakespeare
was engaged on a play dealing with Henry IX when
he died. It is said to have been his opinion that
having struck a good thing he had better stay with it.

There is doubt as to authorship of part, or all, of
some of these historical plays. In the case of Henry
¥, for example, it is held by the best critics that the
opening scene (100 lines) was done by Ben Jonson.
Then Shakespeare wrote 200 lines (all but half a
line in the middle) which undoubtedly is Marlowe’s.

6



The Outlines of Everything

possess this accurate recollection rightly consider
themselves superior to others. Va

SHAKESPEARE AND COMPARATIVE LITER- /| |
ATURE. Modern scholarship has added greatly to | Lk
the interest in Shakespeare’s work by investigating \/
the sources from which he took his plays. It appears
that in practically all cases they were old stuff
already. Hamlet quite evidently can be traced to
an old Babylonian play called Hum-11p, and this
itself is perhaps only a version of a Hindoo tragedy,
The Life of William Fohnson.

The play of Lear was very likely taken by S. from
the old Chinese drama of Li-Po, while Macbeth,
under the skilled investigation of modern scholars,
shows distinct traces to a Scotch origin.

In effect, Shakespeare, instead of sitting down
and making up a play out of his head, appears to
have rummaged among sagas, myths, legends,
archives and folk lore, much of which must have
tiken himyems tofing. . . . L -

~~ PERSONAL APPEARANCE. In person Shake-
speare is generally represented as having a pointed
/| beard and bobbed hair, with a bald forehead, large
wild eyes, a salient nose, a retreating chin and a
general expression of vacuity, verging on imbecility.
SUMMARY, The following characteristics of |

9
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/" Shakespeare’s work shc;mmorized—majesty, f
/ sublimity, grace, harmony, altitude, also scope,
/ range, reach, together with grasp, comprehension, %
force and light, heat and power. g
\ Conclusion : Shakespeare was a very good writer. |
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