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Lecturing the other day befove a 3111&&3& zmlaxy of young
men and women, known, in the College where they velong, a8 Economics
NN A A

Three, there asceurred to me, snd 1 used, the melaphor of & social
W
reformer sitting as & faven on the windowsill snd grosking 48001&1 Plan®s.
Eﬁ:aamies "hree woke up and laughed., This gave me ihe idea that it
might be of great service if economie problems eould be discussed in
the form of tae literature of imagination. his would kelp to remove
the srgument from the angers and the bitterness that so often surround
i¢, If we cannot discuss it like gentlemen let us at lesst discuss it
like idiots. Having got the idea, all I had te do was to write this
book.

Of the economic bagis of this book I would like to say Lhise
Yorty years of hard work on economies has preliy well removed all the

jdess I ever hed sbout it. ¥ think the whole scicnee im a wreek and

has got to be built up apain. For our sociel problems there 1s aboub



as much light to be found in the older sconozics as from & glow-
worm. Only one or two thinge seem %o me elears gast~iron
eorsunise is nothing but & penitentiary. Soconer or ister sither
it is doomed or man is doomed. I belleve thai the oaly possible
besis Por organised seciety i that of every xas for himselfl, =~
for nimself end those nesr and dear to him. Bat on this basis
trere must be put in operation a much moOTS afficient and much more
just social mechanism. e peed not & mew game but & new sel of
rales. There must be bread snd work for ally and thet ouzhi %o
mesn mishty 1ittle work and lots of bread.

I would like to say s word or iwo aboul so=e of the theorles
sith which these verses deal. The theory of Hslthus was triumphant
for a hundred years. It wes regarded as & aelsneholy truth, but @A NN

—ﬁ\& q reak American @Wf‘
$rue. Amﬁu salker spoke of argument diveetsd &t 4% =8 being only
the "headless arrows of beginners”. But from the first I shot my
hesdless arrows at it, unheeded. All that is true sbout the Nalthus
stuff is that if people multiply fast enough and long emough presently

there wont be standling room. But it is no explsnation of the industrisl



poverty, the starvetion snd the slum of the ninetecenth snd

twentieth centuries. The great collapse of the lsst five yvears

hae proved this to sverybody. Poverty, u#smylayasnt end disaster

have overwhelmed alike the ¢ity and the solituder the world is starving
in the =idst of plenty: mumbers have nothing to do with it. There is

no population problem for humsnity at larpe: enly for the single family

et

that cannot place its offspring: and thagﬂbeiaags not under "mumbers~

and~subsistence™, but under social orgenisation.

‘N Tl
sl 2Bl p(/w—cal/we@ W‘

W g mﬁfawc,t g bl

ey o =
ﬁd’,ﬂ@uo‘/%
ak HTWL%KW Mwﬂ\a/m&/o ;cﬁ(

\Q\LW Wiy }\Al\/\r'c\rw‘ b Wﬁ

&




ehennel to another. looked at that way I domt think he's any
erookeder than the rest of us. I've known several hankers. They

seened all right.
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7 I linger with intercst on what is to me the pathetie but
attractive ficure of Happy Jim the Comsumer. I see him, dancing in
his regs, & poor Secareerow in the wind, but esrrying down with him in

bistory all the lost clory of Eanchester School. Whe pagze any attention

ans
to Jiwy now? e eall a commission on & tariff, listen to what is
A
called "evidence” from senufacturers: we hear from bankers on banking, -

and from burglars on burclary. #ho listens o poor Happy Jim®? IT
he eame to the door in his regs, with his tambourine znd his John Stuart
F1l1l would they let him in? Suppose they d4id and Jizmy the Consumer

read out a plece of John Stuart ¥ill how they would lawh?
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C%zV The wind-swept picture of the “estern farmer is one 1 have

loved to present. It is seant to express, snd I hope it does, something
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of the sge-long faseination of the land, and the magic of itse
ewneretip. 1 for ome esunot bear %o think that the old independent
farming is %o go: that the breezy call of incense hmﬁhizxg morn is to
be replaced by the tise clock of & regimented, socialized, gupersechanized
M—f’&emw.v Fe aust kesp the :*am;&ra. If they eannot regulate the
anag-mueh® of their production, let them, «8 they used to, raise all
they dsmn can, and then Iire it round anywhere, = pelt one snother with
et

pew-mown hay snd sugsr beets. But domt lets loss thame

ind with thet, 1 put this book ss the politicians say, "in the

kends of my friends". At lssst they will find no ill-nature in it.
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