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The Gleig-Jerdan Intrigue

The group of letters between the Rev. Gm. R. Gleig and William
Jerdan, and others relating to this correspondence appear to relate to an
intrigue directed against the passing of the Reform Bill. Details are
deliberately left obscure, and there are other matters involved, one
described as the Portuguese matter, and another involving Prince
Esterhazy.

Part of the plan seems to be to influence the newspaper, the Herald
to publish articles written by Jerdan. Another concerns £1,000 given
by Gleig, possibly at the instigation of Hardinge, to influecne a man
named Tarte. £750 is in fact given to Tarte but without the intended
result being realized, whereupon Gleig tries unsuccessfully to recover
the money from Jerdan. Jerdan pleads time for his machinations to become
fruitful, and the two are soon at loggerheads.

Someone with a good knowledge of the political intrigue, infighting
and manoeuvering during the year or more before the Quebec Act, should be
able to throw light on the affair.
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My Dear Hardinge

Going to the House of Com. I met M" J. in Pall Mall & he told Me

He Had met who asked Him if He would give
His Assistance & get an Article on Foreign Policy into the M. Herald...
But at the same time told me that He felt bound to go? to His

Friend Lord Goodrich [sic] & tell him at once that from being a mederate
supporter of his? He had made up his mind to take a different course
in consequence of the pension position in which the family is placed -
I could not interfere in such a Point? but simply stated that I had
not seen you & that I took it for granted We should not come to a
decision till Monday or Tuesday, when M° J. wd. be returned to town.

{(Mr J. has an appointment? with him on other Business at 2
o'clock).

I told him the moment I heard any thing pro or con I should
communicate with him & so we parted.

On coming home I find this letter - His conduct ME J. is becoming
anxious on the Subject.

I shall of course say nothing more to Him till you have made up
your mind.

Mine is made up (but that is of Little importance). I see infinite

nay probable advantage on one side & no risk on the other-

= that chance of being out of
M J: I deem impossible? I don't know Mr Tart

Yours Truly,
FNT?
FWT?
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