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MR. ATCHISON’S LETTER,

IN VINDICATION OF HIS PAMPHLET IN DEFENCE
OF HIS MILITARY INTEGRITY,

FROM THE REPORTED CHARGE OF THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
THAT
“ITS STATEMENTS CONCERNING HIM ARE POSITIVE FALSEHOODS ;”
AND SHOWING
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MATTERS THUS QUESTIONED,
TO THE TRIAL AGAINST WHICH HE APPEALS:

’

Replying also to other reported observations of his Grace, by which

Captain Atchison’s objections to perform Roman Catholic ceremonies,—

denounced by the oath, enjoined on the acceptance of his Commission,

as idolatrous,—are caused to appear weak in themselves, contrary to his
duty as a British Officer, and to a known Treaty with Malta.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE RECORD.

Sir,—In the report of the speech of the Duke of Wellington
in the House of Lords, on the presentation of a Petition from
Huddersfield against our Protestant troops being * forced to act
in the idolatrous ceremonies of the Roman Catholic and Greek
Churches,” given by the Morning Post the 25th of June last, his
Grace, in reference to my pamphlet “ v pEFENCE oF My MILI-
TARY INTEGRITY,” is represented to have said, * the statements
in the pamphlet respecting him, he begged to say, were positive
falsehoods.”

Having been prevented noticing the subject at the time by a
severe illness, which seized me while waiting to obtain the tes-
timony of some distant friends, I trust you will allow me to vin-
dicate my statements from the charge against them, as those who
oppose my claims are likely to refer to the above reflections of
his Grace when my case is brought before the House of Com-
mons by Mr. Plumptre on the 21st of May.




On examining the report in the Mirror of Parliament, 1 found
the following qualification of the above words :—* At least Cap-
tain Atchison has been entirely misinformed with regard to the
subject-matter of those statements; 1 therefore conclude that
many others of his statements are of the same unfounded de-
scription.”

His Grace is reported to specify two matters as wrongly given
in my pamphlet, namely, that I have stated /e ordered the court-
martial, and that his letter respecting it was dated the 28tA of
December ; whereas, his Grace says, he had not that power, and
that his letter was written the 28th of November. My pamphlet
expressly refers to the official minutes, in which the prosecutor
states the original correspondence had been forwarded to the
Duke of Wellington, and that it was returned * accompanied
with orders, dated the 28tk of December, for the trial of the pri-
soners.” (See Lieut. Dawson’s published Trial, p. 18, in the
opening address of which the prosecutor stated all the incidents
which related to both of our trials.)

In my pamphlet there are only two matters respecting his Grace
for which I do not quote or refer to official or other published
data; they were cases in which the official papers were not ac-
cessible to me. :

First, The precedent of a General officer of artillery, belonging
to the Peninsular army, remonstrating against a personal wrong,
in the course of public duty, before the order was carried into
effect, given page 13. The circumstances were given me many
years ago by a friend of the General, serving with him at the
time, and they have been corroborated to me by other officers
who were on the same service, so that I have no reason to doubt
the substantial accuracy of this precedent.

The other matter for which I had not official data is the fact,
that the reflections of the Duke of Wellington on Major-General
Sir Manly Power for allowing the remonstrances of Lieutenant
Dawson and myself, and our exemption from the Roman
Catholic ceremonies, said to be contained in a letter to Sir
Thomas Maitland (then just deceased), “had been suffered to
transpire in the garrison of Malta” before the trials; and,
according to the version brought to me, the Major-General was



“ called a fool” for what he had done; which, having operated
as a most injurious and influential prejudgment against my own
case, I felt it right to notice.

The day after I saw the statement in the Morning Post (a
fortnight after the publication), I waited on a member of the
court-martial then in town, and asked him if he remembered the
alleged reflections of the Duke of Wellington on Sir Manly
Power, circulated at Malta. He said, “I1 have read your
pamphlet, and well remember the words—we all had it—who
questions it?” I mentioned the passage in the Morning Post,

and said I judged his Grace must refer to this subject ; when he

told me I might obtain all the particulars from a son of Sir Manly
Power, who, he understood, was in London.

From two friends, who were on service with me at Malta, 1
have received two other versions® of the matter, one as strong
in language as that given in my statement ; the other version is
in more measured terms, and reason is given for supposing it
contains, “ as nearly as possible, the exact words of his Grace.”
A third officer, who was daily in personal communication with
the Staff of Malta at the time, corroborates to me this version, word
for word ; and it contains the reflections on the sense and military
conduct of the Major-General, from which, if correctly stated,

* PostscrirT.—The following are the testimonies referred toin thisletter:—

Ist. “ T certainly always believed the fact to be as you stated it, though with
some variation as to the language employed. The word Fool was not in the
communication as I heard it—¢ Thickheaded Fellow’ was, as I recollect, the
appellation ¢ given by his Grace to Sir Manly,” saying, however, ¢ he thought he
had been a better soldier than to let such a business pass unnoticed.” It stood to
my view, at the time, on good evidence, but T cannot recollect what it was.”

2d. ¢ I will give you what I believed at the time were, as nearly as possible,
the exact words of the Duke, and which were repeated to me by either an eye-
witness or an ear-witness of them, viz., ¢ That although Manly Power had been
a Protegé of his in the Peninsula, he never had any opinion of his %iead, but he
thought he had been a better soldier tharrto-have acted as"he had done.”””

I may here state that, soon after my arrival in England, I heard the version
given in my pamphlet from more than one quarter, and used as authority against
my case. And so far from having an idea that my statement was an exaggera-
tion, an old and intimate wilitary friend of Sir Manly Power confirmed my
belief, that I was stating only what was admitted in well-informed circles.

TuoMAs ATCHISON.
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the other versions have obviously arisen. When parties about
public offices divulge communications of such a nature, different
reports are almost sure to get into circulation, and any one will
judge what verbal differences amount to under such circum-
stances.

My pamphlet gives the reported reflections of his Grace
without any comment, in connexion with Sir T. Maitland’s pre-
Jjudgment of my case in public orders, to show the disadvantages
under which I was tried. As to the effects of divulging his
Grace’s reflections before the trials, the party that did this, caused
my objections and remonstrances to appear foolish and unofficer-
like, with all the weight of the Duke of Wellington’s name and
mfluence. The act of this party also caused the officers of the
garrison and of the court-martial to know they would be sub-
Jected to the same stigmas, should they entertain objections
to the requisitions of the Romish Church, or hesitate to enforce
them on the troops.

Sir Thomas Maitland’s public order, unfairly withholding all
mention of the Church requisitions and the circumstances of my
eonduct, pronounced me guilty of “ unheard-of insubordination,”
* relative to a public military duty.” The prosecutor urged Sir
Thomas Maitland’s opinions and censures on the court-martial in
support of his charges (see Licutenant Dawson’s Trial, p. 18), so
that the members could not act on a different opinion, without
resisting public orders.

It was a case of official prejudgment when a trial might take
place, unknown before in the British service ; and as it appears
that it was on the receipt of Sir Thomas Maitland’s public order
that the Duke of Wellington desired the court-martial ; and as
the opinions of Sir Thomas are now publicly referred to in
support of the proceedings, I beg attention to the following ecir-
cumstances, showing the arbitrary and unjust nature of the
assertions above quoted from the order ;:—

The Romish Church salutes and bell-tolling in question were
not known to the public or to the army as wmilitary duties,—the
requisitions being secret even to the garrison of Malta, until the
trials brought them to light,—except to a few individuals, The
Protestant oath, enjoined by the King and Legislature on British
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officers on the acceptance of their commissions, denounced the
identical ceremonies as wolatrous, and required a line of public
conduct consistent with that oath ; and the King’s army regula-
tions, which order that no Roman Catholic soldier shall be
compelled to attend the worship of the Church of England, also
commanded that nothing contrary to the spirit of these regulations
should be enjoined on the troops. The King’s Articles of War
allowed me to make the complaint of wrong, and to seek its
redress, on which my commanding officer at once exempted me
from the Romish Church requisition, without expressing any
disapprobation of my conduct; the Major-General also not
censuring me, but leaving me in the discharge of my military
duties for three months after, as proved in evidence, The suc-
ceeding Governor, the Marquis of Hastings, discarded the bell
Io/ling and the Church petleraro salutes from the troops, the day
after the court-martial passed its sentence, when the priests regu-
larly performed these ceremonies according to the custom of their
worship, and proved they were not military duties in any sense.

These circumstances show the true character of Sir Manly
Power’s military conduct, and that of my own,—it being kept in
mind the Articles of War not only provide for officers making
their complaints of wrong, without limiting or prescribing the
time when such complaint shall be made, as has been assumed for
MY condemnation, but also require that the General in command
shall examine into such complaints when referred to him.

It will, therefore be judged that T have great cause to show all
the adverse influence brought to bear on the court-martial, when
appca]ing against an unfair prosecution, which suppresses the bell
tolling and Romish requisition, to make it appear I had objected
to a proper military duty, and which charges me with diso-
bedience of orders when the documents showed my commanding
officer had countermanded his previous orders to myself, and had
exempted me in the fullest manner from the ceremonies :—
appealing also against the decision of a cqurt-martial which re-
sisted both evidence and defence on the facts suppressed, and
which pronounced a sentence contrary to the evidence which was
obtained, and contrary to the Articles of War, which allowed my
remonstrance ; the good faith of which articles I claim to be
observed towards me.
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Sir Manly Power had himself declined the custom of joining
the processions of priests and monks, and carrying lighted candles
after the host and images, for which I was required to toll a bell
and fire the Romish Church petteraroes, under the directions of
the same priests, affording a probable clue to the views under
which be allowed my remonstrance, and my exemption from
these ceremonies.

I may here observe that Sir Thomas Maitland’s public order
expresses his entire approval of the moderation of Sir Manly
Power, in having had the subject referred to the Master-General
of the Ordnance,—which approval, I have a right to say, is
inconsistent with the assertions, that a public military duty was in
question, or that I had been guilty « of unkeard-of insubordina-
tion ;” for had such been the case, Sir Thomas must have placed
the Major-General under arrest, for allowing such duty to be
objected to, and for suffering such insubordination in his gar-
rison.

As to its being said that the performance of the Romish Church
requisitions was required by treaty ; Sir Manly Power having
allowed my remonstrance, and the Marquis of Hastings having
discarded them from the troops, must show they were not re-
quired by treaty. Sir T. Maitland’s proclamation in the name
of the Prince Regent published as the law of the Island, promises
to the Maltese ¢ in the fullest manner the free exercise of their
religion, and the maintenance of their ecclesiastical establish-
ment,” but nothing more. The public order of Sir Thomas
against myself and Lieutenant Dawson, refers to no treaty or any
other authority for the requisitions, which he naturally would
have done had such been in existence, when the right to enforce
them was questioned.

The treaty with the Maltese securing respect to the Roman
Catholic religion, and providing penalties against all who should
molest or interfere with their eeremonies, could never authorise
the ecclesiastics to make requisitions which interfered with the
religious principles, feelings, and rights of Protestants.

‘The Duke of Wellington, in support of the court-martial, is
« there was no act of the mind in all this, it is

reported to say,
the performance of a mere duty, a duly of honour.” [The same
might have been said of the order of Nebuchadnezzar o bow
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down to his golden image.] The natural act of the mind of a
Protestant is to abhor serving and honouring any object or cere-
mony held to be idolatrous, as disobedience to God’s plain com-
mand, most derogatory to his honour, and as a disregard of his
moral Government ; the same as we naturally abhor to honour
and salute a harlot, and fear the consequences of serving or
honouring a pretender to the King’s throne, or to honour or
assist any party rebelling against his laws.

The Duke of Wellington’s published letter to Lord Anglesea,
in the year 1828, shortly before His Lordship’s recal from
Ireland, relative to some of his household attending the Roman
Catholic association (the legality of which was questioned), and
occasioning Lord Anglesea to reply, ¢ this is remarked upon as a
stain upon me,” shows what is expected under the principles of
civil Government, and sufficiently exemplifies what integrity and
duty in our Protestant faith, and our interest in God’s present
mercy, and eternal favour demands from us.

To be a duty of honour, it is necessary it should consist with the
principles and rights of the Protestant religion, before it can be
honourably required by one party, or rendered by the other.
Honour as well as religion would allow the same requisitions to
be performed by Protestants in Great Britain as well as abroad ;
and by our Protestant King, and every person in public and
private life, as well as by a soldier.

That the ceremonies in question are religious observances, will
be further judged by the fact, that when my objections became
known at Malta, a respectable inhabitant said to one of my
sergeants, “ He was surprised that Captain Atchison, a man pro-
ive glory to God.”

Freedom from such requisitions of the Roman Catholic Church

fessing religion, should object to

is the constitutional birthright of Protestant subjects, and the
King and every authority in-the State owes the subject protection
from such demands as much in the regular army, as if in the
militia, yeomanry, or any other capacity : and if any one has a
claim on his King and country to have his religious principles
respected, it is the soldier who cheerfuily gives his life to the
vicissitudes of climate as well as war in their service, and is more
liable than other men to be called at an instant to his eternal
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award : a consideration even now allowed to all but our Protestant
troops,

My pamphlet enters fully into all the military laws and prin-
ciples belonging to the public services and honours rendered by
the troops, exemplified by military precedents, as well as into the
details of my own trial, in order to show that the essential facts
of my case, and the laws and principles belonging to it, have been
evaded, or most arbitrarily set aside, in order to effect my
sentence, and dismissal from the army. It also meets all the ob-
Jections and fears which have been raised against allowing our
troops their rights of conscience in the established principles of
the Protestant religion ; and it gives, in the appendix, the requisi-
tions of the Roman Catholic ecclesiastics at Malta, and other
documents showing the nature of the ceremonies in question.

Turomas ATCHISON.

5, Trafalgar-square, Chelsea, 23d April, 1885,

Macintosh, Printer, Great New-street, Londou.
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