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Private London Wednesday night 2 July 1800

The Duke of Portland to Lord Castlereagh

My Dear Lord .
Much as I incline to hope that the letter I wrote to the Lord Lieut—
on the 27th of last month has removed any possible doubt that can have occurred
to you respecting the opinion of the King's Servants upon the manner in which the
important & arduous work of the Union has been conducted on your side of the
Water, & that you are thoroughly satisfied of the desire and anxious wish
which is felt to do you the fullest justice in every step that has been taken
by you throughout the course of that great measure. 1 cannot help troubling
you with a repetition of the assurances I addressed to the Lord Lieutenant,
fortthe express purpose of adding that in all those trying occasions to which
you were so frequently exposed & in which it was impossible for you to resort
to the assistance of the Ld Lieut> advice & experience the determination you
formed here is so constantly & unexceptionably manifested such powers of
talents & judgment as can not but be considered as entitling you to our particu-
lar acknowledgement & thanks & to the Respect and gratitude of both Kingdoms.
After such a declaration which I make with equal pleasure & sincerity I feel
myself in some degree called upon to raise to the subject of the English peerage
to Lord Londonderry & to enter into such an explanation respecting it as may put
you in full possession of the King's gracious intentions towards you Lord
Londonderry & all your House as may convince you of the justice His Mgjesty
is disposed to do to your Lordship & that the idea of not giving an English
Peerage to Lord Londonderry was suggested only by those Parental Feelings which
dispose His Majesty to attend to every means of promoting the interests of His
People. On this principle H.M. wished that it should be stated to you and to
Lord Londonderry that your own respective interests and those of Your Family
together with those of the Empire at large might be better consulted by Lord
Londonderry's not being created a British Peer & by not coming into the H of
Lds of the United Kingdom would Age Infirmity or the desire of Repose should make
you wish to retire from the more busy & active scene of the H of Coms, and that
at whichever time that Situation should shew jitself & be expressed whether during
the life time of Ld Londonderry, or not until after Your Lordship had succeeded
to that title, the Descendants of Ld Londonderry by his present or any future
Countess should be included in the succession to the Peerage in the same
manner as if it had been or was now to be granted to Him. & I should further
add that if neither Ld Londonderry nor Your Lordship should ever hold a Brit-
ish Peerage, His Majesty was pleased to say that Your Services would not
but be so remembered as to secure that distinction to Your & Ld Londonderry's
Descendants at any future period. Although the Services which His Majesty
believes you may render to the Publick by remaining in theﬂ! of Coms have
occasioned Him to direct me to make this opinion known to you I am no less
expressly commanded to acquaint you that it is H.M.'s particular & earnest desire
& hope that Your own determination with respect to the Peerage, which H.M. would
be sorry not to confer at this moment... of Ld Ely... place upon Ld London-
derry if there was any doubt on his mind with respect to the propriety of
declining it, will not be influenced in any respect whatever by H.M.'s Opinion,
& it is however His desire that it should not even be mentioned to Ld Londonderry
if it can be imagined that it can give him the least uneasiness or any sort of
embarrassment whatsoever. The Peerage you will consider absolutely in your own
hands to take at this or any other time that may appear to you to be more desire-
able with all the consequences and advantages to Lord Londonderry's Family that
it would confer on you in His or Your Lordship's life time. Although this letter

[tam bE4]




is of so confidential a nature as that the details of it should make the subject
of private conversation, Your Lordship will consider it if You think proper to
communicate it to Him, as no less addressedito Lord Londonderry than to Yourself &
that You & Your Descendants respectively are at liberty to produce it at any

time that the interests of the Family may make it requisite.

I am with the most perfect Truth & Regard
My Dear Lord
Your Lordship's
Most sincere friend & Servant
Portland

Note 1 — A reference to this letter may be found in DNB, vol. LIV, p. 345,
which is particularly interesting in view of Londonderry's pursuit of a peerage
in 1822-23, and his indignation at that which is offered as inadequate.

Note 2 - There is much correspondence from 1822 Sept. 25 to 1823 March

(Letter nos. ) dealing with Londonderry's attempts to obtain a higher
rank in the Peerage than the King (and Liverpool?) was prepared to give him.
Londonderry always argued his claim on the basis of his own services and respect

due Castlereagh (his brother). But he does not mention this letter of Portland's.
Why? Did he know of it?
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