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greatest contempt.” I should as soon think of
challenging a Judge who decided against me, or
1 aClergyman who reproved my sins. It appears
from his verbal message, that Major MacDou-
gall over-losked this important point. But though
in his anger ke might do so, it was impossible for
1 me, being cool, to overlook it, when I saw it
in writing before me. I saw that he had brought
matters to that position which, in Chess, is called
| “adrawn game ;” that whichever of us abandoned |
the defensive position, whichever challenged,
would lose the game by an infraction of the laws
of henor themselves. 8o far as *“personal re-
course ” was concerned, Major MacDougall’s
last move made it ¢ a drawn game,” and there
was nothing for it but to send the papers to the
Horse Guards, which Mr. Vane did forthwith. ;

Major MacDougall says (p. 5) that he wrote this |
letter with the view of making the matter ¢ en-
tirely personal®” between me and himself. Who, |
now, was endeavouring to “ force a duel,”” under
| circumstances that appear to me like firing on a
flag of truce ? Not that I suppose Major Mac~
Dougall could possibly have weturned my fire if T
‘had met him. But by my calling him out, and
his standing my fire, his position would have been
improved, mine lowered, and my friend’s ruined.
Major MacDougall seems to have had a kind
of impression that he could meet any body, at any
time, that he liked ; and that the honor of meet-
ing him was enough fo induce any one toseck it,
whether selon les regles or not.

Major MacDougall throws out a great many
regrets and censures at my ‘‘ not remembering”’
things. I begto tell him that I remember a very
great deal, and that the balance of forgetfulness is
by ne means on my side. I remember, and I
think he ought to remember too, that there was
the usual stipulation that nothing was to be re-
membered but what was put in writing, after
writing commenced. If this were not so, writing }
would be of no use, and the most painful question
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ineffaceable stain of having his second fight for
him.

To conclude : as Majer MacDougall, who among
his other accomplishments, appears to be ecritical,
and leves “to sentence letters as he sentenced” Mr.
Vane himself, favors the world, like a new Fran-
cis Jeffrey, with his opinions of the style of that
gentleman’s letiers—that one is  very ruffianly,”
and the other ¢ slightly bombastical,”—I, who
have been by profession a critic, may perhaps be
allowed to favor him with my opinion on Ais style ;
and that is, that it is slightly coarse, and rather
melodramatic. “Bully” and “sneer,” are not words
“ commonly” used by -gentlemen in speaking or
writing of each other; and ¢ cut off his right hand”
has got stale, even on the boards of the Surrey
and Sadler’s Wells, and is consigned to the “Heavy
Fathers” of the country circuits.

¢ Oh, that mine enemy would write a book 1”
exclaims the Major, adding the very original re-
mark, that it ¢ was not such a bad saying.” Such,
I believe, has been the general opinion for over
three thomsand six hundred years, or whatever
was the date of the Chaldaie seer. Major Mac-
dougall surely could not have been aware of the
sacred source whence he derived his quotation, or
he would never have nodded approbation at the
Bible, :patronized a Prophet, and extended the
gracious mantle of his protection both to Job and
Mr. Baxter, who certainly never were ¢ brother

officers.” i
I am, Sir, &e., &c., &c.,

RoBERT ABRAHAM.
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MonTrEAL, November 9, 1849.
“Tv the Editor of Tax MoNTREAL COURIER :

S1r,—The day before yesterday, there was put
into my hands a pamphlet of the date of Novem-~
‘ber 1, with the name of Major MacDougall, of
the Royal Canadian Rifles, on the title page. |

In the absence of my principal, I shall follow |
the example of the Major’s friend, in troubling
you with an interjectional note.

The writer of the pamphlet most strongly con- |
demns inuendos, which, of all places, should last
appear in matters affecting honor. But, in my
wview, his production looks very like @ series of |
inuendoes against myself.

Major MacDougall says:—“1 at once declare
that, from all I have since heard, I am convinced
Mr. Vane is not {sic in orig.) the ruffian 1 had at
first supposed from his conduct, and that his per-
sonal courage is above all suspicion. Towards
him I have not the smallest feeling of animosity.”

How far this avowal—apology, I suppose I
must not call it—may be considered sufficient to

_assuage Mr. Vane’s feelings—how far it isa suffi-
cient compensation for such an outrage as was
offered to him on so slight a pretext, I shall not
sy, as Mr. Vane is absent, and I am not Major
MacDougall’s adviser.

But, so far, I am obliged to Major MacDougall
that I think it is sufficient te justify me in ¢ coun=
tenancing a person signing himself Frederick H.
Vane”’—1 knowing full well who he was, and
having known his father—I countenancing him in
nothing that was wrong, but simply in the en-
deavor to extricate him henorably from a difficulty
arising partly from his own haste, and partly from
that of Major MacDougall.

Major MacDougall has published a letter from
his friend, to the effect that he, Major MacDougall,
instructed him, Mr, D. L. MacDongall, to make
it distinctly understood. that he was ready to
meet me, if I chose to substitute myself for my

To the Editor of THE MoNTREAL COURIER @

S1r,—My altention has been called to a pam-
phlet published by Major MacDougall, R. C.
Rifl s, but of which I have received no copy, con-
taining a letler narrative of a couve sation with
me, from Mr. Bolion, late of the 13th Light In-
fautry. Ewery thing which that letier centuins,
at variarce with what 1 wrote myself, is incor-
rect, and I most distinctly deny that I ever said

principal. 7

Mr. MacDougall did tell me so, most explicitly
and courteously, so as neither to give offence, nor
1o leave a doubt of his meaning. But I think
that he will recollect that I had previously told
him that I was ready to take the place of my
prineipal, if necessary, and that I had waited at
home the whole of the preceding evening, expect-
ing to do so, if nothing better could be done; and
1 very much fear that the mildness of my langnage,
and my efforts fo avoid the necessity of such a
course, may have led him to think thatI would
hesitate to take it, if inevitable. This certainly,
though probably not intended, is the impression
the pamphlet before me is likely to convey to
those who have not recad the whole corres-
pondence. 3

But Majer MacDougall, probably in ignorance

of the rules of evidence, forgets that none of this |

was reduced to writing. Such explanationsmade
verbally, are mere customary courtesies, express-
ing the respect the parties feel for each other ;
and I remember Mr. D. L. MacDougall himself,
ina case something like this, when he forgot to
make them, ruled, that even if not made, the
readiness to do what is right should be presumed,
and I agreed with him.

It was after these preliminaries, or pending
them, I forget which, but it is quite immaterial,
that I received the copy of the letter No. 9. In
that letter, T find nothing of the kind, except a
slight hint—certainly not more explicit than mine
about * consulting a friend;>—that the Major
should be ‘ weak-minded enough” “ under jn-

- sult”’—and I had given him none, except the car-
rying to him a.letter, on the basis of which ke
explains—to do something which he thinks very
contemptible ; and that there might be no mis-

' take, his hypothetical  contempt” is superlatively
“ greatest.” :

If any thing fatal had happened, it would have
been on the basis of this letter that I should have
been tried, morally, if not legally. No verbal ex-

1+ planation would have been listened to, or, if lis-

v

\
3
1
3
{

tened to, have had any weight. Litera scripta
manet. The people would have said, the Courts
would have said, if the survivors had not escaped,
| “ Officers of the Army are often accused of being
§ turbulent, and arrogant to civilians. But here is
:jan unexceptionable regiment, this detachment
‘; untainted honour to strengthen his mind against
' the weakness of passion. Here is Mr. Baxter
ég,'bullied, [Major M., p. 12,3 or what looks very like
“it, by a ¢ rutfian,’ and Mr. Baxter has the moral
‘!courage, in the morning after breakfast further
4 bullied,’ to go to his Major, and the Major has the
Ilgmoral courage to tell Mr. Vane what he thinks of
thim, and Captain Claremont says so too; and
,}vhcn, at 5, P. M., a letter is sent to the Major by
+#he same ° ruffian,’ the bearer is, very properly,
Lept waiting seventeen hours to give him time for
B}\etter reflection on the heinousness of his course ;
nd then, a very courteous letter is put into his
_ piand, delicately suggesting that his friend was,
ot likely, drunk, and meditating murder, and
Og‘gght to have been # beaten severely ;* that he is
aé;tonished such a character can find any one to
¢ountenance’ him ; and he indicates as distinctly
ast he can that duelling is a very odious practice,
~antd that the matter is one of discipline, not of
honor.  And, in the face of this, this second ¢ ruf-
ﬁa}n ,’ more deliberate than the other, ¢ forces * this
efitleman into mortal combat, and deservedly
geifs shot (or hanged, as the case may be) for his
pains.”
ﬂJoeS Major Macdongall imagine that I could
postsibly send him a challenge, or that «any
genr:tleman of sound intellect” could accompany
me into the field in the face of such a letter as
ithis’» of which the original was retained by his
friedd? Why, I should, indeed, have been “ga
.dangerous lunatic.” Nothing would have excused
me 0 going out with him then, short of a writ-
ten Peremptory-challenge from himself; and even
that,’ after the reference to the Horse Guards, and
‘time, for cooling blood, would have been rather
doubtful. The preceding evening it was differ-
vent. 2 Major Macdougall does not monopolise all
the « indignation » in the waorld, though he is so
liber@l in its use. I also was indignant at the at-
temp't (for such it appeared to me) to trample
down| my friend, a gentleman as well born and
bred S Any officer of the Royal Canadian Rifles.
And Major Macdougall must recollect that he
thas never yet told us, or the world, the most im-
portant thing—namely, in what capacity he was
acting: M. Baxter said he was not his “ friend. »

3

If actifg as commanding officer, he was clearly i

irresp@nsible fo me personally, or to Mr, Vane,
Tie ].iorse Guards was the only tribunal #hen.
It is trite that he said he was a ¢ brother-officer e
Biit th,}‘t we knew before, or could have learned
from the Army List ; and it was perfectly imma-~
terial 0 us what he was, so that he acted on prin-
ciples intelligible to us, and was a gentleman,

Majol Macdougall observes,  with a sneer,” |
that 7 ¢we no allegiance to the Horse Guards. I
am not sure of that. The Horse Guards, under
modern gregulations, is a Military Court of Honor,
and I apprehend my conduct, though a civilian
will be honorably, though it will not legally:-
as mucl! @ subject of adjudication as his own.
But I owe allegiance to the Queen ; and challeng-
ing any of Her Majesty’s servants, civil or mili-
tary, for any thing done in execution of duty to
her, is a* thing I certainly should holq in * the

Fon

commanded by a gentleman who relies justly on his |

would arise—that of veracity. It is impossible
that any two human beings could recollect in the |
same sense, or recollect the same portion of, the

long and animated discussions that took place

between his friend and myself; and, without that

stipulation, I should have confined myself exclu-

sively to writing. Iam sure Mr. MacDougall

will remember as faithfully as any one ; but I fear

that, like Mr. Baxter, he has fo learn, that it is

sometimes a virtae to forget, and that to listen

and tell is sometimes as heterodox asto “kiss

and tell” is proverbially.

At page 8, Major MacDougall is pleased to
inflict on me a very severe censure, and to give
me some very valuable advice ;—articles of which |
he is particularly liberal, and for which he seems’
to think every recipient oughtto be giateful. He
says i—

4 Now I will tell Mr, Abraham, for none but he can
require the information, what he should have done in
such a case—so that he may have the benefit of it, in the

event of his bis being ever again selected to act in the
capacity of ‘friend ;> which, however, I do not antici-

ate.,

“ Immediately on the first seatence being read by him
(viz :—* As you have both verbally and in your noie just
received stated your intention of waiving all personal re~
course’) he should instantly, and without reading another
word, have returned it to Mr., MacDougall, stating that he
had never waived such recourse, {the “error would soon
have been remedied ;) but even if he had kept that letter,
he should rather have cut off his right hand than have re-
Dpresented it to Mr, Vane as an apology, under the cir-
camstances,”’?

In reply to this very unnecessary piece of super-
ciliousness, for I am afraid I am just as likely as
Major MacDougall is to be trouhlad sise worpos= g
ing the quarrels of friencs, I beg to inform the Major
that any unprejudiced person, who understands
‘English, whether he can puzzle out a Greek root
or not, will tell him that it was an “apology,”
both in the popular and the etymological sense of |
the word: an apology on the ground of the in-
firmity of the temper of the writer, or, as he called
it, “indignation.” It was not a regractation, for
it retracted nothing ; it left the real offence un- °
abated. It was an apology most meagre, and the
very word indignation (in dignus) is an offence in
itself, or rather is not conciliatory.

Major MacDougall is ¢ sensible that he has com-
mitted a mistake.”” Then, if so, why this squea-
mishness abont the word #apology,” so soon as
heds ¢sensible” that he was wrong ? The said
“ mistake,” so called by the party who commit-
ted it, happening to be the grossest insult words
could convey to the mind of any man of honor,

With respect to the censure of the Major, I
«consider it quite unfounded. At 12 o’clock, P.
M., I put in writing my opinion, that the menaced
reference to the authorities, as we declined making
the humble apology demanded in a tone approach-
ing to insult, would  liberate Major MacDougall
and myself from all personal concern in the mat-
ter.”” I considered that they had “ waived” the per-
sonal recourse; but I did net like to say so, as
“ waive” is rather an irritating word—my object
and theirs was then avowedly to make peace.
When I found they had not feit the delicaey I did,
I considered it of no importance, as Mr. Vane
himself would judge of the nature of the apology
or “concession,” and if ever the originals were
produced, the public would judge who had waived,
and who had not waived ; and in the letter then
copying, which Major MacDougall would not
see, my position was more distinctly defined.

Major MacDougall expresses himself“ amused’?
that I should think the proper course was for him
to call me to account for carrying to him a letter
from a ¢ ruffian,” on the basis of which explana-
tion or recourse might have been had. I sce no
reason for altering my opinion that such was the
proper course, and the unsatisfactory result of the
Major’s mode of proceedings, is the best proof of
its being so.

Major MacDougall asks, at page %, a very ex-
traordinary question :

“ 111
letle‘rm?oy; s}zol\l/.lllxg Izilﬁly:ha‘;g?? (?c‘)nts}}geg‘:gﬁ? Oaf; v:lrlxtmgng
‘what could have been the object of that letter, af not to
put it @ Mr, Abraham’s power to substitute himself for
his principal ¥

How did that letter put anything in my pewer
that was not in it previously ¢ It diminished that
power. If such was its object, that letter was a
most unlikely one to accomplish it. I drew a
very different inference from it at the time ; but
as it seems that inference was incorrect, it is ne
use to say now what it was.

Major MacDougall accuses me, in my efforts to

falicit the truth of perverting it by putting “ lead-

Ing questions.” As he disclaims inuendos I am

bound to presume that he does not know the

nature of the imputation which this phrase im-~

plies. : |
I may probably return to this subject. Though |
the origin of the quarrel was foolish and indelicate, |
‘ Dire events” often spring from “trivial causes,”
and it involves questions of great importance tc
the peace and decencies of society, and the relation
between military men and civilians. No more
dangerous or despotic pretension can be set up
than for any class arbitrarily to degrade from his
rank a gentleman, at least the equal in education
and pesition of any of them. If duels are to be
reduced to 2 minimum, the conduct both of those
who provoke and of those who evade them
must be narrowly looked at. Major MacDougall
evidently thinks I did the latter. His letter is to
prove that I did. I insinuate no such charge
against him ; but this I will say, that I should have
admired, if I could not have praised, his diplomacy,
if he could have got me into the false Pposition of

)

chz.xllenging him after the letter he wrote, and
fixing upon my friend, whom he had wronged, the

primary.
Dougall and Captain Claremont asked me.

that * Mr. Baxter was not at all to blame in the

matter in question.”

I cannot understand why it was that Major

MacDougall went to, what he very justly calis,

“ second-hand’® evidence, when he hal the

down my reeollections in writing at the rcquest of

I answered every question Major Mac- |
Iput |

Mr. Vaue, and gavea copy to Mr. D. L. MacDou- |

gall.  Mr. Abrabam’s ¢ leading questions® did
not in the least lead me to vary from what I had
written, as Major MacDougall, very unwarrant-

ably, seems to imply might have been the case.
Alter my acting with perfect candour to Loth
paries,to put down the ¢‘second-hand’’recollections
of a person, whoit is now obvious (and was sotome
at the time,) came for the purpose of what is vul-
garly called ¢ pumping’ me, and to publish them,
or rather circulate them privately, without giving
me any opportunity of correcting them, or of ques-
tioning Mr. Bolton and his son, who, besides the
indecency of the thing, could be no great judge of
a conversation of the kind,—I shall leave to Ma-
jor MacDougall and the public to decide whether
such practice is in accordauce with these usages

which are best entilled to the respect of society.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
E. C. Ha¥pen,
Montreal, 10th Now., 1849.
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