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t is our melancholy task to record to-day th
desth of one whose mind has, for the lagt four
i years, directed the course of this journal; an,d.i

hose name, as connected with journalism ing

»

Canada, has become as familiar as a household
ord t6 thousands. 5
Tobert Abrabam died on Friday pight last,
nd with him departed a store of mental gifts,§
nd honest, kindly thoughts, and deep-seated af-
ections, long to be missed and mourned in thef:
wide circle illuminated by his genius and warm-§
A by his fine, manly nature. Placed, as we have '
cen, for many years in close relationship with
Robert' Abraham,—meeting him, day after day,
and knowing every poipl,of his character,—we
fsel totally inadequate to fulfil the task of his bio-
grapher.. .;J'.‘,he hackueyed expressions of ordinary &
24 regret, the dull, stupid tribute of common praise, &
geem like an insult when offered at the shrine of
one who would have broughbt to a like task such
rave g fig.  But ‘the duty is there, and, though
most peinful, we will endeavour to fulfil it.
Mr. Abraham was a native of Uumberland

and there, as here, the tidings of his death wil
fall as & heavy load upon a large circle of ad
miring friends. It is only ashort time since tha
2 gentleman, who had just visited the north o
Hugland, was describing to us the interest ex
bited by the quiet cifizens of Whitehaven in
welfare of one who had then been for many year
o stranger to them.  Enquiries of Robert Abra
hem met him at every turn. The recollectio
was of & young man wko hed gone up to Londo
ishout the time of the Reform Bill, and from
| whose genius and impetnous zeal great thing
‘had been expected. - To them he was one of th
ghts of the north, and they only wondered tha
{the light had not been more digtinetly visible i
{the great political world into which it had plung
{ed. They, good souls! did not calculate all th
ost of the struggle, or know how few reach o
he ladder of Fame that high step which they
ssigned to their young favorite; and for the oc-|
upation of which, all who knew him will admit,
dr. Abraham possessed many marked and rare}
ualifications. : 5 :
But we are anticipating the course of events
hough a journalist by choice, Mr. Abraham was
riginally educated for ' the medical profession—
ursued his studies at Edinburgh—passed the
College of Surgeons ; and, for a short time, we
believe, practiced as a wedical man in England.
But hisditerary tastes were tco strong to be con-
roled. It was a period of great pelitical excite-
ment—the fierce struggle which preceded the
passing of the Reform Bill was at its height—
%l.nd in the County of Cumberland, one grea
el fimily interest-—the Lowther family—quelled all{g
W efore it.  To counteract this influence, & number
4 of gentlemen started a newspaper at Whitehaven
0 (he Whitchaven Herald, we believe,—and of§
this paper, Robert Abraham was appointed thef
Tditor. Those who knew the strength ' of the‘
manin his later years, when his powers had al-§
ready somewhat declined, can best imagine how}
Sdnowerful an igﬂuencé he must have exercised
with his pen in the heigh day of his vigor andf
youth. And that he did exercise thisinfluence, wej
have heard others attest. This was to bim, doubt-:
legs, the happiest period of his life. He was foud il
of gociety—fond of rustic walks—fond o
antiquities—and . was noticed, ' petted, an
admired,” Fame seemed to beckon him onin'th
disga;iqé, and if she eluded his grasp at last, an
left him somewhat jaded and worn oa this Can
dian continent,—how many others as gifted an
true, has she not dealt with likewise, and is n
£2 this the history of genius from the beginning?
We cannotsay, precisely, the time at which Robt.
braham left Whitebaven. It was, as we have
imated, somewhere about the time of the pas

g.0% Bl g plhore  Fpas:than:
il ime passed in London, and then be settled dowh
g Bditor of the Liverpeol Jowrnal.  In'Liverpool,
s in Whitehaven, hesoon gathered round.him-a

2~ 0gt of admiring friénds, and became remarkable
f’ or the vigour and character of 'hig writings. "In
i 842, hig first connection with Canada com-
offfimenced.  Tho then proprietors of the Monireal
E i Quzetle required some articles on commercial to-
7 nics from the old country, and: Mr.. Abraham was

ngaged to furnish them. Comumercial articles,
xcepting always those of the leading Loandon
Journals, are not caleulated to gain a writer
much fame; but the articles furnished by Mr. Abra-
ham soon attracied attention, and were the admi:
ration of ell competent judges. . The result o
this connexion was, that in;the summer of 1844
Mr: Abrabam bécame the purchaser, aud assume
the management of the Morireal Gazeite. Hi
labours whilst thus engaged will not be fargotte
_more particularly, his noble defence of Lor
Metcalfe, when that high-mindediand lamente
hoblqman' was deserted by the radical members 0
bis “ would he everything” administration. For
asa colemporary has justly remarked; though
iiberal himself by education and reflection, Robert
Abraham soon found himself—such is the fiercefs
Jemocratic element which is constantly being in :
voke_d-—forced"iptp\tbe position of a Canadiang¥
Ooxléqrvativq. Therefore, during his cohnexion
with the Gazetie, a8, afterwards with the Tran
ript, that journal was the staunch advocate
iheral Conservative views—Iliberal in accerding;
nd securing to all men their reasonable consti
tutional liberiies—conservative in carbing inn
ation, &3 to preserveintact the connection of the
olony with the mother; country. |
In 1848, Mr. Abraham, who found, probably, the;
® position of & Canadizn - newspaper propristor]
ore irksome than he had expected, resigned his
?connexion with the Guzetie, and a twelvemonth
fteryards, was induced to assume the charge of
his journal, and continued, 28 our readers are
wars, its senior Editor up to the time of his
ath. During the year's interregnum, Mr. Abra-
bam p@ssed his examination as an advocate, and
wrote a very elaborate and learned, and, every-
hing considered, remarkable treatise on ‘ Feu-
"*3al Tenure,” a subject to which, shortly afier hishg
* arrival in this country, he had tarped his atten
cition. 4 213
! Of his connexion with the Transerrpt, it is un
Hnecessary tospesk. ~Asa political writer, he was
it is not saying too much, almost without an equal
Y1t was almost impossible to find him at]
fault. He was intimately acquainted with thes
history of all poliiical events, and seemed—
such was his varied knowledge—to have ex
hausted -all literary treasures. = Hi3 language?
was bold Saxon English—pure and undefiled
Wor was his knowledge confined to politics an
terature proper. Take him on & scientific sub
ject, and it was the game. Some thought th
{universality of knowledge must come by intui-h
tion ; but Robert Abraham had earned what he:
new—=s all must earn like knowledge—by ep-
d plication and perseverance. He had been an in-
| qustrious student, and the tressures he so lavish-
y scattered around him in advanced life, had
ecn painfully amassed during his earlier years.
Of course, he had great natural endowments ; you
1ad only to look at that bold Sazon front, to be
sgﬁied that there were cells within large enough
o contain no ordinary stores of learning. Then g
his body was stoutly built, and the physical mans4
upported the mental man well, Even two yearsiy.
of painful illness could hardly subdue that well
knit, powerful frame, and death only beat the
trong man by inches. . - : _

But 1t is not alone as a clever writer that Ro
bert Abraham will be remembered, ' He was on
€1 of the kindest-hearted and most affectionate o
beings. We do not believe it was in ‘his compo
sition to hurt mortal man. Then there wasa fir
vein of chivalry running through his nature. H
was the soul of honor and of truth.  -Meannes
e abhorred.  His estimate of what a gentlema
should ‘be, would, we fear, seem extravagant t
ordinary men ; but what he said, he felt. Hene
ver degerted a friend. His vocation of edito
wag exercised with all gentleness and kindnes
& 1is wiath was hard to rouse, but when it came,f

& I

4

remendous ;

nd those

‘mewtable"’result%was ag pls 1 o f
friends as it was to him  He met the final gtrok
‘with the fortitude and resignation which ate o "&g:‘
expected from a man of his character, and hisgs
'_last moments were as peaceful as those of a sleep- :
ing child. His thoughts, at the last, wandersd &
among green fields; and * beds ot hyacinths' g
cheated his, imagination down the dark pathig
which leads through the valley of the shadow. of i
death. And so he died—a gifted, high-minded
honest man==Peace be to his ashes. 6
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