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From Robert Fletcher to VW.O. "lw‘ﬁ—m‘ W o ?,Cbhu
Surgeon General's Office,
U.8. Army MNedical liuseum and Library,

Washington. cus l7/35:47

November 20, 1903.
¥y dear Doctor Osler,

I am not able to say nositively that the work of Nicolaus
Praepositus of 1471 is the earliest dated yrinted medical book, but
I have slways been accustomed to eo regard ity Sprengel gives no
earlier date, although, curiously enough, he does not seem to have
detected the error in the date of the first edition of Valescus
that was printed as 1401, 2nd has oeen sometimes quoted with that
date, which is clearly a blunder for either 1491 or 1501.

I thank you for vour kind interest in the matter of the
portrait. It has not yet arrived, and I shall be glad to let o™
you know when it can be seen and to hear your opinion a2s to the “2551‘

likeness. O oy e, QMW

ROBERT FLETCHER

From the same to W.O0. OU54’7/3 5‘/8

The Portland,
Washington, D.C.

May 20, 19086,

Dear Dr., Osler,

I was glad to receive your letter of the 9th and to know
that you were well and therefore happy in your charming milieu.
I have just finished vol. XI of the Index-Catalogue (2nd series)
but after 2ll it does not take in the letter 0, The subject of
the Nervous System (from Nerve to lleuroses) alone occupies 240
pages! The Public Printer sordidly objécts to printing more than
the appropriation for the volume will pay for, so we end with the
completion of letter N. With another year's margin of time perhaps
the 1 aking seven reprints may be discovered and come to you sing-
ing joyously,

"0, llaster! we are sevenl"~

I should like to meet you in ¥unieh - I have always wished
to see the famous old ecity. I hope it "..waves all its Banners"
to welcome you. I have not picked up much of rarity lately for
ourlibrary - there is a Nicolaus Praepositus , 1471, so clean,
and with such black ink; no pallid lergenthalen. .2bomination. There
is andther Nicolaus, N. Salicetus, 1493, also agquired. His book
of ileditations is a queer collection of devotional essays all in
medical terms, He was a doctor of Arts, of liedicine, and Abbot of
a HMonastery beside.

UIcoTUNE !;,';a%ﬁ;yait etto ggn;ess,the hg g\tha@_the quiet of
" Yorham rr%“&vj ﬁ* nelnf {1}1& R UEL Yueh neeabee ﬁiﬁ}éﬁ-" ofT TieBicinel

Sincerely yours,
ROBERT FLETCHER RBOOKEZ*
Please give my kind remembrances to Mrs., Osler.
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