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"One of his most remarkable performances, 

thA Journal of the Plague Year, appeared in 1722. 
It ~as suggested by the dre~d of the plague which 
had recent ly broken out in France, and the narrative 
has an air of au-:.bentici ty which imposed upon Dr. Mead 
who had been appointed to repo~t upon desirable precautions. 
He quotes it as our autrJori ty l!>n his Discourse on , 
the Plague (1744)." D.Jf'".B . 

Defoe was six years old at the time of the plague and 
probably his parents remained in London .'\ 
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