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This year is the tenth year in our present building. We need twenty thousand

dollars to pay off the indebtedness and complete the book stacks.
If Dr. Osler, far awayl in Oxford, can give so generously we ought to do likewise.
The building is owned by the profession; used for its benefit and that of the
public through instruction Hn public health.
Will you help pay for ﬁt?
Make out your check to}the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, and send it to
1211 Cathedral Street. If Wyou cannot give now won't you pledge to pay next year or

the year after? 3 E
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A UESSAGE FROM OXFORD
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13, Norham Gardens, 13, Worham Gardens,
Oxford Oxford
Dear Ruhrégh Dear Ruhrgh
I see that you propose time for that - ; On 2nd thoughts I
to start a campaign to clear My best wishes to the am sending the cheque at
off the Faculty deb Let me finance Committee. once towards Faculty debt.
start it with $1000==. I will Yours ever, I do hope you may be
send you cheque Oct. lst. It Wwo Osler successful. It is mnot a
would be a great thing to be very good time to ralse
free by Jan. lst. Then, there money ~ but it is really
should be a bigzer hall - built a worse time to save it.
out over the vacant lot - but Sincerely yours
plenty of W Osler
No. 15. Toronto, Ont. July 24th, 1919
HE DOMINION BANK 1z
Corner King and Yonge Streets 2
Pay John Rubrah or order
One thousand : Dollars
100
$1000gg W™ Osler

This year is the tenth year in our present building. Ve need twenty thousand
dollars to pay off the indebtedness and complete the book stacks.

I1f Dr. Osler, far away in Oxford, can give so generously we ought to do likewise.

The building is owned by the profession; used for its benefit and that of the
public through instruction in public health.

Will you help pay for it?

Make out your check to the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, and send it to
1211 Cathedral Street. If you cannot give now won't you pledge to pay next year or
the year after?
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THE MEDICAL LIBRARY

By Dr. Joun RunrRAH

Reprinted from TaE BULLETIN OF THE MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL FACULTY OF MARYLAND
A Vol. X1, No. 7, April, 1919
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FROM 9 TO 10 A. M.
EXCEPT SUNDAY.

11 EAST CHASE STREET,
BALTIMORE, MD.

June 27, 1921,

Dr. Harvey Cushiﬁg,
The Peter Bent Brigheam Hospital,
Boston, Mass. ]

Dear Cushing:
I am enclosing with this a reprint of the

sddress about which I spoke to you while in Boston. I
have marked the sentence which led the Chief to send us
.one thousand dollars. I merely éent him & reprint, with-
out,of course,marking anything in it, and the two letters,
copies of which Miss Noyes sent you, were the result.

| I must thank you again for the delightful
luncheon at the Harford Clube. '

Very sinecerely,

W%V:/A/



THE MEDICAL LIBRARY!
By Dr. JouN RUHRAH

My first words must express my deepest thanks for the great honor
which you have conferred upon me. In its hundred and twenty-one
years of existence the Faculty has had sixty-nine presidents and on the
roll of these one finds the names of many of Maryland’s most illustrious
physicians and surgeons. Truly a goodly company and one which any
man ._dght feel justly proud to be asked to join.

The presidents of the Faculty have been chosen for various reasons.
To some it has come as a fitting tribute to their professional skill and
standing; to some perhaps as a matter of what might be termed political
preferment; and to others, like myself, as a reward for years of service
in the upbuilding and upholding of the organization. You all doubtless
know that for many years the growth and welfare of the Faculty has
been my dearest hobby and it has been a pleasure to have seen it grow
from a society of some three hundred members to one of over a thousand.
It has been my delight to have seen the Faculty change its home several
times until we are at last housed in this comfortable building of our own.
As secretary for ten years, as a member of the Osler Committee, as mem-
ber and treasurer of the Building Committee, as a member of the execu-
tive group of the Building Committee, as a member of the House Com-
mittee, of the Council and of the Library Committee it has been my
privilege to have taken active part in the routine of the organization
which owes its greatest debt, one which we can never repay, to Sir Wil-
liam Osler, without whom I doubt we had been yet moved from St. Paul
street. For the present building and organization there are many others
to thank, so many that one fears to name any lest the list be incomplete
or ill chosen.
his is our tenth year in the new building and while through constant
economy and saving we have been able to pay off most of our indebted-
ness, there still remains a small debt; and you need hardly be told that
this is mentioned because it is my belief that this should be paid promptly
and that a special committee will be appointed to attempt to collect
this sum at an early date. Free from incumbrance, for the first time in
years, the organization should go forward in its usefulness to the profes-
sion and to the public. There are numerous fields of endeavor, most
of which are untouched, or nearly so, by our present scheme of things.
Whatever dreams we may have had, whatever visions still haunt us, may
become realities if we but bend our energies to their fulfilment.

1 Presidential address delivered before the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of
Maryland, April 22, 197.
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Among the activities that are of paramount importance is the Library.
While most of my activities have been along the lines of organization,
of finance and of the routine that goes with it, the Library end always
attracted most; and at last almost by indirection, it was my privilege to
occupy for two years what may be regarded by a book lover as the most
coveted of all positions—that of Chairman of the Library Committee.
It is my purpose to call your attention to some of the things a medical
library means to the profession and the public.

The earliest medical library in Maryland, apart from those owned by
individuals, was that established in 1813 when the Faculty of the Univer-
sity of Maryland bought the library of Dr. John Crawford from his
widow. There were several hundred volumes which were added to by
generous gifts from various contributors.

The library of the Faculty was started in 1830 by Dr. Samuel Baker,
who at the annual meeting of that year offered a resolution as follows:

Resolved, That a committee of five, to be called a Library Committee, be ap-
pointed to purchase such periodical and other standard works in medicine as they
may deem proper, to be placed in some suitable situation for the use of the members
of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State; and that this committee be au-
thorized to draw on the Treasurer for an amount not exceeding $500 for the purpose
above-mentioned, and that this committee report at the next meeting of the conven-
tion. It is also made the duty of this committee to draw up such rules and regula-
tions as may be necessary for the safe keeping and management of the library so
procured.

In 1833, in the report of the Library Committee we read that

they entertain a belief that at some future day many learned teachers and authors
who may adorn our State will acknowledge themselves indebted to your wisdom and
liberality for facilities enjoyed by them in the prosecution of their researches through
the formation of your useful library.

This hope, it may be stated, has been amply fulfilled and it may be
echoed for future generations. This collection was put in charge of Dr.
John Fonerden, who was president later in 1854-55.

Every year some two or three hundred dollars was appropriated for
books and the library grew slowly but surely. It was moved from place
to place, and finally, in 1858, the hope of the Faculty was at last accom-
plished. They owned their own building at 47 North Calvert Street.
The arduous labors of securing that building, which housed the library,
seemed to have exhausted the strength of the Faculty for it slumbered
from 1860 to 1869. A chosen few kept the faith and the form of the
organization, but there were no meetings. As Cordell says:

And now, when the Society had attained the supreme object of its wishes and aspi-

ration in the possession of a building of its own, and when expectations of activity
and usefulness for a long period were most justifiable, it fell into a long sleep.
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History usually repeats itself and the fate of the Faculty in 1860 should
be a warning to us who now hold the torch on high. One may be thought
pessimistic perhaps, but there are not wanting the signs and symptoms
of impending lethargy. The energies of the profession, and most rightly
so, have been turned into the channels of military activity, and this was
doubtless the explanation of the lethargy of 1860~1869: part of the pro-
fession off at war and the other part overworked.

An organization that has lived one hundred and twenty-one years
may well be expected to maintain a vigorous activity long into the future,
and endowed, as we now are, with a splendid building and an ever growing
library, an effort to increase the usefulness of both must act like a tonie.
The building has become a center of medical activities of various kinds :
the library is perhaps less thought about except by those pursuing the
study and researches in medicine. One may well ask, what is the value
and meaning of a medical library?

Dr. Osler used to say: “To study the phenomena of disease without
books is to sail an uncharted sea, while to read books without patients
1s not to go to sea at all.” Books then are the charts of medicine. There
Is to me no more fascinating study than comparing the charts of the early
mariners with those of today and of yesterday. By so doing we can
trace the history of the world, the rise and fall of empire, the voyages
of discovery and of conquest. Gradually the outlines of the coasts be-
come more accurately charted, but the constant change requires from
time to time corrected charts, for currents deviate and coast lines vary so
that no matter how true a map it was a hundred years ago, the mariner of
today wants the present day chart when he sails out for some distant
port. But the charts, the maps, show not only the configuration of
the land but the artificial boundaries of nations, with the constant change,
the eternal human ebb and flow, never to be fixed until the end of man.
In medicine, countless mariners course up and down the broad highways
of the sea searching for the promontories of truth. ILittle by little we
have acquired a reasonably accurate chart of g fairly wide domain. We
know the outline of much of the coast, the higher hills and mountains,
some of which brave and undaunted souls have climbed, whilst others have
sailed far up the broader rivers. Like the earth, the territory of medical
truth has been and is occupied by a restless, uncertain people, and the
scars of many wars and conflicts have left their unmistakable traces. The
medical books are the maps of these countries by which we can follow
the early adventurers. Some have sailed for commerce and some for
discovery and some for mere adventure, and many are the strange tro-
phies and stranger tales the travelers bring home. The domains of
medical knowledge have been ruled and dominated by many great minds
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and schools. These kings and nations of the intellect have arisen, made
converts, ruled and fought and vanished by hundreds and thousands,
leaving, as a rule, no imprint; but there are some who charted the do-
main as they found it, or thought that it was, and today we can look back
and, in part, say with Browning:

This rage was right in the main,
This acquiescence vain. -

The Medical Library is a school, a very important school, where one
may commune with all the old medical worthies for the asking. What
a furor it would create if it were announced that Laennec, or John Hunter,
or William Harvey, or any other of the great men of the profession, would
be present at our meeting. How the hall would be crowded! How eager
each to hear what the great man had to say! And yet how unmindful
are most of us of the fact that the best that Laennec, that John Hunter
or William Harvey did and said are with us constantly, on the shelves
of our Library. Any day we may wander at will with Louis through
the wards of the Hoétel Dieu and listen to the wonderful descriptions of
typhoid fever, or with Trousseau through the Hopital St. Antoine, or
again at the Ho6tel Dieu and learn at first hand how to tell infantile
tetany or gastric vertigo—to mention only two of the things to which his
name is forever linked. Would you walk five miles to hear Hippocrates
read his writings on malaria or his crisp description of mumps? Of course
you would, or travel half the continent over; but how painfully few take
the trouble to listen to the greatest of all medical teachers. Have you
imagination? With the aid of a few volumes you may travel to the
temples of Aisculapius at Cos or at Pergamos, where, on some wooded
mountain side, trained priests will show you how the old Greek ministered
to the sick, and find that it is not a far cry from there to the modern
mineral spring or some of the places where they heal by faith, prayer
and ritual. You can slip easily across to Rome to listen to Celsus on
surgery, or if you are interested, stop to hear Soranus, of Ephesus, on
midwifery or obstetrics or the diseases of children, or call on Aretaeus,
the Cappadocian, and at first hand get descriptions of pneumonia, ele-
phantiasis, tetanus or diphtheria. He would tell you that he was the
first to differentiate cerebral from spinal paralysis and to describe the
decussation of the pyramids. As on a magic carpet one at will can visit
Iba Sina the “Prince of Physicians,” commonly called Avicenna, or listen
five minutes to the Ladies of Salerno, or slip into Montpellier to be charmed
by the alchemists, or as far as Basel to see Paracelsus burn the works
of Galen and Avicenna. Endless the journey, and we may choose at
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will the great souls who have labored and left their best for our delec-
tation. And we close the book and we are at home again.

The Library is not only a place where are garnered the best work of
the masters of the times that are gone, but it holds equally as well the best
thought of the present age. In the new books, and particularly in the
monographs and journals, one finds an ever changing store of information:
what the best men are doing the world over for all the different diseases
and conditions. Woe unto the man who fails in his duty of keeping up
with the times! Only too often are his sins of omission visited upon the
heads of his patients. Sometimes, indeed, they may descend upon his own
as in the case related by Sir William Osler of the physician who brought
his cretin son for diagnosis. For years the misshapen, grotesque dwarf
had sat directly under his father’s eyes, and for years the journals and
later books had featured the results obtained by the use of desiccated
thyroid and had pictured the cretin with its unmistakable appearance.
Both passed unnoticed, and when asked why he had not recognized the
condition himself the poor father answered that he was too busy prac-
ticing medicine to read books about it. The lesson is obvious.

Unless one takes advantage of the best modern thought much is missed.
Take for example the hypertrophic stenosis of the pylorus—that terrible
condition first clearly described by Hezekiah Beardsley, of Connecticut,
in 1788, and which formerly largely claimed its victims. - Unless one
reads the books it might escape diagnosis, or if it did not, might have
the rather unsatisfactory operation of gastro-enterostomy suggested as
a cure. If the surgeon or pediatrist was up to date of course he would
suggest the simpler and far safer operation of Rammstedt, or, perhaps even
better, that suggested by Strauss, of Chicago, and but recently de-
scribed, and who knows but that some far better method of treatment
may be forthcoming tomorrow. Only by continuous and persistent
reading of journals and the use of the Library can the physician know
the latest and best. ‘

We can only give the profession the opportunity to use the splendid
collection of books at their disposal. We cannot drive them to the Pie-
rian spring, much less make them drink and drink deeply of it; but those
of us who have labored in the interest of the Library, and of medical
libraries in general, at least have the great satisfaction of knowing that
we have paved the way for the profession, and if they persist in straying
in the bypaths, instead of on the broad highway of knowledge, we can
only point again and again at the sign board with the finger pointed to
SUCCESS. For it means success to be well informed. Look about at the

most successful medical men, successful in the real sense of the word, .

and you at once see that they are successful because they know.

g
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The users of libraries are an interesting lot, and the most indefatigable
are the book-worms and the authors. The latter raise the number of
loans and readers tremendously. An old truth, as Boswell reports Dr.
Johnson saying: “A man will turn over half a library to make one book.”
It is indeed these readers, who are also writers, that esteem books at their
true worth, as Sir William Osler has phrased it: “Only a maker of books
can appreciate the labors of others at their true value.” These readers
are, as a rule, trained and know how to find what they want, but the aver-
age reader needs help which only the specially trained librarian can give.
Without such help he is like a visitor in an unlabeled art gallery without a
catalogue. To quote Dr. Johnson again, ‘Knowledge is of two kinds.
We know a subject ourselves or we know where we can find information
about it.”” Now almost any doctor knows that medical information can
be found in a medical library, but there are but few who know how to go
about extracting it. And here it is that the trained worker comes in.
Thanks to the Library Schools and the American Library Association it is
possible for library workers to learn the essentials under competent super-
vision. The special medical training comes only by working in the medi-
cal library. The trained worker should know where to find information
of all kinds, and so save the time and energy of the reader who does not
know. With books in book stacks, and only a card catalog, many
become discouraged and give up the task of seeking knowledge on some
important topic because they do not know how to go about it.

It has been a dream of mine, for a long time, to have a special course of a
week or two at some large library where the medical librarians could teach
each other, and be taught by special instructors, in how best to use
the library and how to help others. However useful collections of medical
books are it does not seem that they fulfill, as yet, their highest function.

There was a time when libraries were largely presided over by chauvinis-
tic book lovers, as jealous of their charges as an anxious lover. Their hap-
piest days were those in which there were the fewest readers to disturb
them. There is the well known story of one of the former librarians at
Harvard, who was seen one day at closing time with a smile of satisfaction
on his face. On being asked why he was so happy he replied that every
book except two was standing in its place on the shelves, and that Agassiz
had the missing ones and he was going over to his house to bring the
vagrant volumes home.

Happily this attitude has passed, or is rapidly passing, and the modern
medical librarian counts his happiest days those in which the greatest
number of volumes have been consulted and loaned.

The modern medical librarian should be well trained in general library
work, and of necessity familiar with the latest and best in cataloging and
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Or more recent ones, '

The Library Committeg has to pick and chooge carefully, and in the

great stream of books that comeg ceaselessly from the presses only the

most useful can he chosen, Billings, i his addregg entitled “Qyr Medical
Literature” says:

There wil] pe a certain numpey of medicg] books ang Papers printed next year, just
as the

e will be g cert
dict the number of thege births ang the PTroportion of the sexes

S0 we can within certain limijtg predict the amount and character of literature that is
to come, the ideas that are yet unbory

0}” the modery medical pregg a4 not unlike the Stream of garbage that some
1 Here and there pre-
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cious gem, a bit of gold or silver, a countless lot of used and tattered truth
from other days, useful but not new, and then a vast amount of by-prod-
ucts, ashes and refuse that weary, even if the amount astonishes the be-
holder. Fortunately for the reader, there are certain sources where the
output is not refuse, but the product of honest toil, and these books and
journals are like the output of the workshop—some better than others, but
for the most part honest and well intentioned. But even here one must
test the wares carefully before he chooses, for there are skillful imitations,
and pails that will not hold water, and cracked pots, and perhaps the task
is more difficult than with the garbage. But Time, who tests all things,
always tells and, in the end, the real is separated from the false.

One should not be too hasty in deciding what is of lasting value and what
is of mere ephemeral interest. As Oliver Wendell Holmes remarked:
“There comes a time for every book in the library when it is wanted by
somebody.” Hundreds of examples could be cited of books which have
become classics and yet were spurned even by second hand book dealers.
Semmelweis’ Essay on the Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever once went
a-begging at a shilling a copy and a dozen copies of Beaumont’s Platts-
burgh edition of his researches on the Physiology of Digestion mouldered
on the shelves of our own Baltimore book shops until an essay of Dr.
Osler’s brought the volume to local attention, when a dollar sufficed to
claim a copy. Osler, himself, once told how he picked up Auenbrugger S
Imventum Novwm, in Italy, for a lira.

The Library Committee has been hampered largely by lack of funds,
but gradually even this will be remedied. There are now the Baker
Fund for books on therapeutics, the Finney Fund for surgical books,
the Osler Fund and the Frick Fund for things medical, and the Ellis"
Bequest for general expenses. But we need more. For a library of
such age and importance as the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of
Maryland we have received but few gifts or legacies of any consider-
able value. With the present number of members who have grown
affluent on one branch or another, and with the large number of grate-
ful patients recruited from the followers of King Midas, this should
not be so. For bricks and mortar money is always forthcoming, but
not so freely does it come for books and journals, which recalls Mr.
Dooley’s remark that libraries do not concern books but architecture.
If one would write his name in more than water, a special fund in the hbrary
with its bookplate or inscription furnishes a means of keeping it before the
coming generations, perhaps the surest way. The Libraries of the New
York Academy of Medicine and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Philadelphia, have inscribed the names of their more munificent patrons
and donors on tablets of marble inside the doorway. How many would
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know about Sir Thomas Bodley were it not for the Bodleian Library, or of
John Radecliffe were it not, for the Radcliffe Library? One pauses to won-
der whether Mr. Carnegie will not be known for centuries hence as a

Another feature of interest In connection with medical library work js
the Medical Library Association. This useful organization was founded
by Dr. George M. Gould and Sir William Osler, in 1898, and is now
twenty years old and more active than ever before in the history of
the Society. Among its presidents have been such men as  Osler,
Jacobi, Chadwick and Musser. . The object of this Association is to
give the medical librarian, and others interested in medical libraries,
an opportunity to meet together once g year and enjoy the benefits of

the library members according to their several needs. This work is
altruistic, the expense is paid by the Association, and the larger libraries
give, while the smaller oneg receive. Some idea of the scope of the work

actions, to forty-three libraries. The Association hag also published a Bul-
letin, the fourth American attempt at journalism on the part of those in-
terested in medicg] libraries, and the one that has survived the longest.
This is the eighth year, under the joint editorship of Misg Noyes and my-
self, that this little publication hag Mmaintained itg place, and so far at least,
1t does not seem to be suffering from Inanition. No attempt at anything
elaborate has been made, but the Society Proceedings and papers, for the
most part of technijcal Interest, have been printed.

ciples of Blackstone and Kent. The chief difficulty is that doctors are
not politicians and lawyers usually are, Moreover the state legislatures
are largely recruited from members of the bar and they, of course, look
after their own. The medical profession, ag g whole, is a modest one and
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Tf we give of our time and our energies freely and without stint we have a
right, and we should veoice it in no uncertain terms, to have our Library
aided, if not actually supported. Think, in this day of strikes, what it
would mean if the medical profession ceased its free work in the hospitals,
dispensaries and private practice. The public would stand aghast and
our place in the community would be more truly recognized. Not that I
am advocating anything so radical, but something should be done to get
the profession its just rewards. v
There are a number of other things to which I would gladly call your
attention. Only one of these need detain us oW and it only concerns the
Library indirectly. I refer to the debt of gratitude the Faculty, the pro-
fession at large, and the public of Maryland owe those members of the
medical profession who unselfishly gave up everything for the service of
their country. Some went into the Army, some into the Navy, while a
large number who stayed at home served on the draftboards. The
glorious record of the Medical Department of the Army and Navy needs
no comment. This Faculty had two of its members made generals,
several others headed their respective departments, and 176 members
in all entered the service; 161 physicians applied, but were rejecte'd
for physical or other reasons. The Maryland draftees stood first In
passing physical tests in the Army, SO that there were fewer reje.cted
after being sent to camp than from any [ tate. Trulyan enviable
record and a tribute to the fidelity and ability of the men who composed
the draft boards.
To all who served in any capacity, the Faculty extends its deepest
?ppreeiation and thanks and their names and records are to be preserved
in the archives as an example to the future generations.
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