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ROGER BACON & TH® STATE OF PUBLICATIOR

OF HIS WRITINGS.

I. SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF BACON.

It may be convenient %o heve on recerd & short stete-
ment of the eclaims of Bacon as & 8cientific pioneer. |

(1) He attempted tc set forth a system of natural knowledge
far in advance of his time. The basis of thet system was obser-
vation and experiment, He wag clearly the first man in modern
Turope of whom this can be said.

(2) He was the first man in modern Burope to see the need
for eccurete study of foreign ana ancient languages, He
attempted grammars of Greek.and Hebrew along definite scientific
lines. He projected a grammar of Arabic. lereover, he laid
down those lines of textual critieism which have only been
developed within the last century.

(3) Fe not only expatisted on the experimentel method,
but wee himself an experimenter. His writings ere important
in the development of the following sciences:-

(e) QpGics.- Lis worxk on shis subjeect was a text-boock for

the next two centuries. He saw the importance of lenses &and
conscave mirrors,;and showed & grasp of mathematical optics.
e desoribed & system equivalent to & two-lens apparatus, and
there ig trustworthy evidence that he used & compouna system
of lenses equivalent tc & telescope. \

(p) Astronomy.wes Bacon's perpetual interest. He spent

twenty yeers in constructing eastronomical tables. His.
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suggested correction or The calendar, though unsuccessgful in
his own day§, was borroweda and re-borrowed, and finally, et
tnir&—hand, produced the Gregorian adjustment.

(e) Geogrephy.- He wes the rirst geographer of the lidddle
Ages, and gave a systematic deseription of Europe, Asia and
part of Africa, and collected first-hend evidence from
travellers in all these continents. He arguments as to tneﬂ
size anda sphericity of the earth were among those that in-
fluenced ‘Columbuse.

(d) Mechanicel Sciente. - Suggestions described by him

ineclude the autometic propulsion of vehicles and vessels.

He records alsc the working out of & plen for a flying-ma&chine.
(e) Chemistry.- The chemical knowledge of his Time was

systematiced in his tracts. His description of the composition

and manufecture of gunpowder is the earliest that has reached us.

It is olear that he had worked out for himself some of the

ehemistry of the subject.

(£f) Mathemetics.- His insistence on the supreme value of

mathematics &3 & foundation for aducetion recells the attitude
of Plato. T4 was an insistence that the method of thought

wes more important then its content.

il. STATH OF PUBLICATION OF WORKS OF BACON.

N0 IMPORTANT WORK OF BACON HAS RHEEN TRANSLATED.
English translations have eppeered only of the "Nullity

of Magic" (1597, 1659), of the work on 0ld Age (1693), of the
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Speculum Alchimiee (1597) and of the Redix Mundi (1707); both

the latter being shert alchemical tracte.

PRINTED.

Opus lajus Jebb (Parts I-VI) London 173%, Venioce 1750.
Bridges (I-VII) Oxford 1897.
(Pert IV) Combach, Frankfurt 1614,
(Part V) Frankfurt 1614.

Opug Minus Brewer, (R. S.) imperfect, 1859,
Opus Tertium Brewer, (R. S5.) Duhem, 1909, Little 191Z2.

gompendium Philosophise Brewer (XK. 8.) 1889.

De nul .itete megiae Paris 1542, Oxford 1594, Hemburg 1618, Brewer (R.8.)
Gompendium 3tudii Theolecgiae Rashdell, 1911, (part).

Tour Alchemical Tracts, 1603, 1620 (Thegtrum Chemicum) ete.

Medicel Tracts Oxford 1590 - new edition in preparation by
Withington and Little.

Grammer, Greek & Hebrew Nolan & Hirech, Cambridge, 1902.
Metephysics Steele, 1906.

Gommunia Naturalium Steele, 1906.

De Coelestibus Steele, 1913.

Secretum Secretorum Steele, at prese - partly printed.

lMathematics Steele, text in hends of printers.

UNPRINTED.
Questiones super I-VI Physicorum, librum de plantis, in
Metaphysiocs from the Amiens IS. desecribed by
Victer Cousin.
De Principiis naturaR from the Dighy MMS. in preparation.
Computus Neturalium from the Royal MS. 7 D. VIII, in preparation.
De Cometis from the Florence lS.

Communia Lietephysieci from the B.M. MSS. in preparation.
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Summe Grammaticae from the Peterhouse and Worcester HS.
Doubtful works.

Sincategcoreumatsa Digby & Brfurt MSS.

De signis logicalibus Digby'MS.

De somned et vigilie Digby & Cambridge MSS.

De sectione conice (Specnli compositio)
Bodl. Florence, and B.M. M3S.

De speculo comburenti 'B.M. & Florence MSS.

De mutabilibus pronosticorum elementorum . Winchester MS.

De incarnatione Oxford, Paris, Leon liS.

1% other alchemical works attripbuted %o Racon of which some &are
beyond doubt genuine.

III. PUBLICATIONS OF ROBERT REYNOLDS STRxLE.
SEPARATE PUBLICATIONS.

Barly Bnglish Text Society
Lydzete snd Burgh's Secrees of Old Pilosoffres
: ed. princeps.
Three Prose Versions of the Secret@ySecretorun
ed. princeps.

The Berliest Sngliish Aritnmetics ed. princeps.
Roger Bacon

letaphysice ‘ ed. princeps.

Communia Naturalium ed. princeps.

De Coelestibus ed, princeps.

Secretum Secretorum ed. princepe. - in the press.

Bibliograephicel Society :
Bnglish Musio Printing to 1600
English Musie Printing 1601-1640 - in the press.
Notes on Hnglish Books printeda abroad in the letn century.
Hotes on fnglish Arithmetics.

Tudor and Stuert Proclamations, 2 vols. folio, being &an abstract
anc bibliography of every Royal Proclametion from 1485 tc 1714 in
the three kingdoms, with an histordeal introduction. Oxford.

The Revival pf Printing. lledici Society. y
The Art oY the Russian Icon. Mediei Society - in the press,
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lledieval Lore.
Huon or Bordeaux
Rensud ot Montauban

The Alexander Romance

The Russian Garlsnd
Chatterton's Poens

The Kingis Quair
0ld Prench and fnglish Ballads®
The Mirror of Perfection
Kinesg' Letters & vols.

The #noyclopedis or partholomew Anglicus.
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Stock. 18,
Allen.

Allen.

Allen.

Allen.

Vele Press.
Vale Press.
Eragny Press.
Dent.
ghatto

2 vols.

& Windus.

Hore's Utopie, from the first HEnglish edition, Chatve & Wwindus.
More's Utopie, from the second fnglish edition, Dent.

The Defence of Guinevere,

Chatto & windus. .

CONTRIBUTIONS T0O JOURNALS,

Querterly Reviewer.
Roger Bacon. July 1i914.

Essays on liedieval subjects - ineclunaing

Critic for liedievael &na sibliographical subjects of The
Athenaseum for over 20 yesrs; having reviewed 81l the principal

works on tnege subjects.

Contributor to The Academy, (before 1900) The Saturday

Review, Titerature, etc.

Articles in "Socisal Fngland',

Literature,!" etc., etec.

"Engyclopedis of ¥English
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