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~Euseur.1, 

4470. 

1-'embroke House, 
133, Oxford Street. 

I observed in your delightdul Fothergillian Oration the other 
ev e.ning that you spoke doubtfully regarding the early ruro1-i~an history 
of syphilis. 

Is there any clear cut evidence that the _1.;resence of this disease 
in -,.,urope yrior to 1494, or of any bones that are indubitably nedieaval 
which exhibit the lesions? I came across a skull at Hythe the other 
day in the Ory_pt, which I should take to exhibit a bony guurna, but on 
enqairy I find there is no authority for d.escri bin g all the col leotion 
from close on 4000 bodies to so.ue time antecedent to 1500, it rney- have 
be9n that they only sto_pl!ed moving the bodies out of the Churchyard 
at the time of the Refor1Jation or a little later. r, [ gather ratl1er also, 
in the discussion at the 3cciety of "edicine so1..i.e threq years.agg, that 
the consensus of opinion ·thera was in favour of origin after 1492. 

• Sir :villiam Ooler, ~art., 
13, rorha.m Garder.!.s, 

Oxford.. 

Yo1.1.rs ever, 


