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Elizabethan Touch-piece,

This cast is ta?en from & unique specimen of & silver touch-piece
of Queen Elizabeth, struck in 1601, and preserved among the heirlooms
of the family of Haringtom, direct descendants of Sir John Harington of Kelston,
the Queen's godson., There is therefore every probability thit%he touch-
piece was a gift from the Queen to Sir John, whose relations with his royal
god-mother were intimate; other gifts from her are also preserved by the family,
and Harington wrote his well-known version of the Orlande Furiose as a
penance for having translated one of Ariosto's less moral episodes and circulated
it among the maids of honour. When the Queen punished him with banishment from
court until he should have translated the yhole poem, he completed the task,
and dedicated the book to hers

There is nc eviden€9 thet Sir John ever suffered from the King's
Evil, and though this is possible encugh, it does not seem necessary to assume
it in order to account for his Possession of the touch-piece, which bears a
fine portrait of the Queen, and might perhaps have been obtained on no
stronger grounds. The piece is mounted on & flat copper band, terminating
above the Queen's head in a hollow four-ribbed.crown, and intended for convew
nience in wearing, a ribbon being pessed through the ribs of the crawn.v
This mount is probably quite modern, and as a small hele has been roughly punched
in the rim of the touch-piece ahove the Cueen's head, the mark being visible
on the casts, it is likely that the piece was actually worn by some patient,
whether Harington or another, since the boring would probanly have been less
roughly performed had it been pierced for wearing as an ornament,

Hzrington tcok much interest in medical questions - witness his

Metamorphosis of Ajax and his medical version of the School of Salerne

= and the cure of the King's Evil would certainly have intrigued his active
ahd inquisitive mind,
Ho P. B. Brett-Smith,
Oxforde
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