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Christmas ressages to "Lloyd ' s 11 Readers , 

cir Willia.rn Osler , Regius Professor of !tecJ i cine , 
Oxford . 

There 1.vas a fEJJnous paradox in antiquity _ a 
grain of wheat falls noiselessly to the ground , the same thirig 
he;ppens with the second , the thir9 , the f ou r th , and s o on , for 
the thousc:m<ls of grdns thet make up a. bushel . But c oll ect 
the grains a.gain , z.nd drop the whole bushel , and , beho l d ! 
a great no i se . It seems difficult t ar explEdn how the sum 
of m.2.,,.,"ly thousands of silences could result in one great sound . 

'I'he silent/unit , the- single grain , wi ll win the 
war . In thi s wor1a l s crisis i t i s the spirit of the indi -
vidual worker_ in trench or camp , factory or farm - that 
keeps the mouth shut , the heart f i xed , and the hand steady . 

'l'he call is for s i lent s .scri fi ce , of t i me , of habi ~ , 
of comforts , of friends , e,nd of those de 2rer th 211 life it self 

the s2crifice of sanctification in the old Hebrew sense . 
It has come . Do we not feel in our heerts of heorts that 
only c rich anointing of the spirit of t 1e Fathers could 
have so stirred the :E~nroire fro1:; the centre to the circl e ? 
!:-...y blood w:::rn thril1ed the otl£r d 0 by the Honour Role of the 
Consumers ' Gas Comp 8ny of Toronto - 38 6 7.en Pt the co lours x::r:m 
frorn. one corporation , of whom twenty- five h2ve been kil 7.ed , ~ 
thirty- seven· wounc'ed , a.nd e ip;ht t £ken prisoners t V!hy ? 
The enswer is in the words of the Prophet - Poet of Greater 
:Bri tsin: 

" Because ye are Sons of the Blood , and call 
me Lother still . " 

Let this J1.essE1ge be heard c'0bove tl-:..e din of 
bettle and tl£ cles:i.1 of Lcachinery , the silent unit v;ill v:rin 

- 11 In quietness a:-:.d in confic3 ence will be your strength . 11 
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