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(;n 1915, Sir “1lliam Osler spoke &t the Americsn Club
in Oxford%on the history of his life. (Thls eccount is YDbased
on my mema}y four yesrs later, I have tried to use Sir William's
own words. He talked informelly end humourously,ststing thet
he wanted us to érew what lessons we could for our careerégi,
 Born 7th in & missionsry's femily, in Ontario, with PP
ahead, I did not have an suspicious finsnciel outleok. I went to
Trinity College, Toronto with the expectation of entering the
ka}gbiiﬁy. Ifteﬁyii? trlmeqﬁﬁﬁsdgzvt}e clessices I decided that
science veas pveferabled(?ne ¢cf his o0ld friends once told me
thet ae & boy Le would hunt for 9nimq%ulee in the horse trough
near his home)ﬁ tcok up the letter &t Trinity but finelly de-
éided to go to Megill University Mecicel School et Montresl, as
the sdveantages there eppesred grester,

Meéall et thet time wes conducted slong the lines of the
Scotch Medicel Schools. At the end: of the course every epplicant
for the M.B. hsé to write & thesis on some subject. There were
two ways in which this could be-done,k£3¥€¥ by peying $25.00
to an old physicien in Montreal who would perform the tesk &nd
the Léxxei wes grinding it out alone, For verious ressons I did
the lstter. I spent tke summer sfter my lest trimester pfrey
forming sutopsies sné collecting the interesting specimens,
When the medicel &chool opened in the sutumn my thests end
srray of pethologicel meterisl wé;;ready. My specimens were
displeyeé to the fsculty ién the emphitheatre., The summer hed

been exceedingly werm ené methods for preserving msterial were

not of the best.
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My collection wes impressive in more weys than one. The professors
were so overcome by my lsbor thet I wes ewerded e special prize,
The latter together witkh financisl heip from my brother

enabled me to go ebroed for further study.

tfter & short tour trrough Scotlend snd Englend I settled
in Lonéon in Sir John Eurdéﬁ Sendersons 1eboratory(py memory for
names mey be erroneous) to investigete the effects of two drugs
on leukocytes, This resesrch st least-gave me more then a psssing
acquaintance with the white blood corpuscle,

I then swung erourné the Grend Circuit stopping et Paris end
Vienns &nd ending in Eerlin where I met Virchow who made s grest
impression upon me,

I had intended returning to Peris,but funds were running
low end I returned to Montreesl to receive en eppointment as in-
gtructor in the Institutes of Nedicine at Megill. In those days
that course meent physiology &snd histology. Students paid fees
directly to the instructors who provided equipment esnd pateriel
snd lived on the belernce, I did more of the former, end less of
the letter. The eupply of microscopes wes mesger end efter remedy-
ing this defect there wes little left in my pockets. I had to
lecture on histology. This wes e stupendous t#sk for me for my
mecdical educetion heé been ‘gold pleted on & brown stone founda-
tion?. However,in Cermeny I hed hesrd excellent 1ectures/and
these were being published monthly., I would esgerly wait for the
meils, then cerefully trenslete the lecture end deliver if the

next day.



couS<R/ 1l . 931 3/

"
I wes elweys heunted by the feer thet the supply or the mail
woulé fail me,but it never did.

After ten yeers I head recovered sufficient means to return
to Burope. Virchow Lac &lweys been interested in antq?pology 80
my offering to him wes & perfect skull of tlhie North American
Indien, He wee deligktec when I presented it to him, )

I wee resting in a Cermen town when I received & ceble froéixxﬂ
friends in Philedelphie, steting thet if I would eccept a pro- :
fessorship there, I should communicete with PrS.Weir Mitchell }
who wese in Furope &nd vho had been empowered to errenge the de- i
teils. I sat up lete into the night belencing the pros end cons %
of Moﬁtreal eré Priledelphie. In the former I hed many friends, %
I loved tle work end the opportunity wes greet, In the latter the \
field eppeare¢ very ettrectivé,but it meent lesving msny déar %
friends, I finelly geve it up es unsolveble snd decided to leave %
it to chence. I flipped e four mérk-gilver piece into the air, %

érecsds I go to Pniladelphie, teils I remain at Montreal.‘ It fell

§
1
H

hesds. I went to the telegreph office end wrote the telegram to

¥

Dr.Mitchell offering to go to Pniledelphia. I reached in Hy pockets|
to pey for the wire end found them empty. My only change had been
the four merk piece wkick I heé left es it had fallen 6n my table.

It seeméd like &n ect of providence directing me to remein in

Montresl. I helf décided to follow the cue. Finally I concluded
that inesmuch &s I hsd plsced the decision to chance I ought to
sbide by the turn of the coin, end returned to my hotel for it

and sent the telegram. /
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It wes herd to leeve Montreesl tut I beceme very heppy in
Philedelphie,

Ten years later I Fed heard of the new hospital ahd medical
school to be opened in Beltimore, so when Dr.Billings entered
my room I instinctively knew his mission end eccepted es soon as
he had invited me tc heed the new medicel service at Johns Hopkins.

Th.ie meent & new severence of ties thet hed grown up in
Philadelphia but &s I had survived the trensplentation from
Montreel I knew thet the scers of this new chenge would heal.

ifter fourteen yesrs of work and heppiness in Bsltimore I
wae celled to Oxford as Réﬁus Professor of Medicine?* %his was
my third end I infer my lest chenge. Esch time I have met new
friends snd reteineé the old.

At the commencement exercises before my deperture from
Baltimore I crested & furor thet was entirely unexpected. I had
been resding Roussesau end inthony Trollope end had been thinking
of some professore Wwho Led remeined et their posts after their peribd
usefulness. It wes for them that 1 sdvocsted chloroform as &
peaceful mesns of retirement. The newspepere made much of it

and misquoteéd it. Eoys,60 not reed Roussesu, It is dangerous.

*{_Lady Osler told me thet she wss in Murrey Bey, Cenade when
Sir Williem wes 6ffereé the Oxford éreir., Ee could not decide
whether or not to go €0 she cebled him "Do not procrestinate,

accept at once." He had been working much too herd in Beltimore

and she felt thet ke ought to lesave. ) ‘_
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