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. MARCH 16, 1915. ~ “EVENR

OXFO RD IN KHAKI

_FILLED WITH THE ECHOES OF
' WAR. ; ‘

“# Oxford is mo longer academic; it is marbial,” some-, 1
‘one remarked the -other .day. Robert Browning ‘bids 'us"
rejoice that we ‘are hurled
““From change to change unceasingly,
S Our souls’ wings never furled.”
Matthew Arnold asks mournfully:
¢ For what wears out the life of mortal men?
"Tis that from change to change their being rolls.”
Whether we accept Professor Bergson’s philosophy and
“ollow Browning’s bracing advice, or- agree hnvmdly Wlth
‘Arnold when he .goes on to say:
 'Mis that repeated shecks, agam “again,
‘Exhaust the energy -of strongest - souls
And numb the élastic ‘powers,’
we must admit. tﬁat Oxford has'been hurled‘from a "haunt
of ancient:peace ’-to atown hlked with'the rumours and
echoes of war. i
Seven years ago, three years :ago, one year -ago, mwe
. had to dip intothe papers:of * John Inglesant,”” or shake.
a few historic bones, to make ourselves realise that -the’
¢« smooth lawns and grassy plots > of the.college. _gardens
had ever ‘been made less smooth and grassy by a force
rougher than the careless heels of undergraduates, or the [
too impetuous ‘feet of sightseers. : [9
* * * * ‘ :
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We are not only reminded of ‘War by the sparse number
of undergraduates, and by their appearance in uniforms:
instead of ordinary morning dress or‘flannels; by the col-
Jeges and gardens and other public-places given up to the !

' blck wounded and convalescent soldiers; by nurses hurry-
ing hither and thither, and motorcars and carriages laden
Wxth soldiers:being-taken to hespital, or indulged with an

‘ airing *’ ;'not only by committee meetings, and sales and l
entert‘\mments ¢“ for the:benefit of refugees or purposes of |
the war, *mot only by all the outward and visible signs of |

‘the predominanee of martial energy, but by the perv admrr l
spirit of excitement, expectancy, preparation, exultant x

; SOITOW, .general unrest. ]

_The air, atmospheric. and psycholomcal is steeped in

-«uev,cxuemenu, all the ‘more potent because it is:held in
check lest it should undo tradition. The subtle influenee
is felt not only in streets and colleges, in the parks used
as a parade ground, at public'meetings, in hall and debat-
4ing -society, -but . it is round and about us in shops and’
lLbranes, and .is exhaled from the tea-pot in drawing-

rooms. ‘We-may not be always talking war, but we eat,
swe: drink, ‘we'breathe it, 'and it mxades our:dreams.

The face of the world is being altered. In the eyes.of |
gsome it is being destroyed, in the sight of others it is
*being renewed. The old and the middle-aged see the “
“familiar features convulsed and distorted. The death
‘throes of-the old civilisation:male their own frames vibrate
with responsive panes of fear and dismay. They would |
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The face of the world is being altered. In the eyes.of
-.gome it is being ‘destroyed, in the sight . of others it is.
*peing renewed. The old -and the ‘middle-aged seethe,
~ “amiliar ifeatures convulsed and distorted. “The death.
ithroes of-the-old civilisationmmake: their own: frames:-vibrate

“with responsive rpangs of :fear and dismay. They would
#ain gird on.their swords and go-to the old world’s rescue,
tbut they-havernot vitality-togive them the-staying-power
needed for the purpose, ‘or to enable them to greet and
~ wserve the new order of things. " Enough strength is left
ithem tofight in old-remembered ways, and organise with
“tried and trusted methods. ‘They cannot cope with new
ways, with .demands for unfamiliar methods. They have
full courage, endurance, skill. ~They have lost meither
‘hope norforesight. It is the.elasticity needed for perfect
- sadaptability ‘that is lacking to’ them.

The young see the needs of the old sorld and her

‘trouble; ‘but ‘they -also glimpse "the “fair ‘freshness of ‘the

:new civilisation. ~They hear-the cry‘for help“from-the tor-’

‘tured lips.of the old civilisation, and they fly to'her-on the

wings of Chivalry. .They hear :also the feeble sounds of

the infant civilisation, and .they are on fire with-excite-
-ment and expectation. ~Their eourage mounts with the
demands made upon it. They are-eager to be in the thick
of the struggle. They do not.see in the racked frames of
‘existent things a dying world ;:they foresee a resurrection

young, strenuous, glorio
" Oxiford represents.an

s Future. =

‘Oxford, the .Shrine, | ‘adition; Oxford, phe Cradle sof |
§Qginnmgs. s : R

- Always hespitable, a gof :
<even ‘gentler ‘than ‘its wont towards the stranger within
‘the gates. "The stranger—in “the person of Belgians, “for

instance, and ‘sick an | wounded soldiers—has

‘many things. He must be treated with tefiderness as-well §
as punctiliousness. He-enters largély into Oxford life. ]

- L “There is no lack of provision ‘for:those who are hungry
*or lectures heve in this changed Qxford, but there is the
flavour of war in all e

“Phe war note is heard in sermens too, sometimes as

“key:note, somebimes. as sub-dominant, often as dominant.

Khalki is in evidence everywhere,.in fact, and in short. At
a recent giving of degrees an undergraduate demurred
that :4'wc “‘rag’”’
graduate’s gown, :was worn over uniform. “‘ The King’s

service oblitenates the University,”” said he; *‘ Surely,” "
2 , ULV ey

was tho reply. ““the [University ‘must assert.itself at a

purely ameademic functign. . The -University is henouring .

the 1\1&11g’s~sewants.“.[,f‘,‘ Absurd,”” was his last scornful
word. e . e
e * TR * &*

Though it is a subdued and altered Oxford in the khaki
garb, it is'nct a gloomy: Oxford, and earnestness:takes the
place “lled by insouciance before the war... .Those of us
who survive this world-wide war will say, as.Mr. John
Inglesant said, spegking of ‘the Civil War:— , :

““ What a different world it was before the war! Y’hat
strange, old-world .emotions, and” thoughts, ~and stories
vanished like. phantoms when the war trumpets sounded,
ard great houses and proud names and dominions crumbled
into dust.” : J.-R.

f all that.is worth survival of the Past, living on’.in a i

d typifies this Spirit ¢f Youth—
.b“t'er;featuré?has@a&e{fé&mée@&i

“suffered.

as b, of .eourse, called the under-.
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