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MARCH 16, 1.915. 

OXFORD 'IN 

-FILLED W·ITH . THE 
WAR. 

KH.AKI. 

ECHOES OF 

'' Oxford i's ·no 'longer· acad~mic; it · is martial," some- , 

bnEl remarked the other da-y. I{ohert Brovl'11ing bids ·ua • 

1rejoice that .we are hurled 

."'From change to change unceasingly, 
.Our souls' wings .never furled.•• 

Matthew Arnold .asks -mournfully: 

".For what wears out the life of mortalmen? 
'Tis that from change to change their being rolls." 

Whether we accept Professor Bergson's philosophy and 

-follow Browning's bracin.g advice, or agree languidly with I 
:A.rricild when · h.e ,goes on to s~y: • 

" 'Tis that -repeated -sh0oks, again, · again, 
E·xha ust the energy · of -strongest ,souls 

And numb' the elastic ·powers.," 

we must admit ,.tfiat O:xford .h-a;;•been hurled'from a·' \ haunt ' 
of ancient !peace .. ·to a town 'filled with 1the rumours --anu . 

echoes of- waT. - ! 
Seven y.ears -ago, thre.e years :iago, one year :ago, --we '. • 

. had to dip into .the .papers .of "John Inglesant," or shake 

a few historic bones, to make ourselves realise that :the ' j 
·" ,amooth laV\'1ls . and grassy .plots " .of.the , coll~e"gardens • t 
had ever 'Been ·made less .smooth -and grassy by a 'force '· 5 
rougher than the careless heels ,of ·undergraduates, or .the , i 
too irl\petuous 'feet of sightseera. [ 

l ~ 

* * * * 
we ,are net only Eeminded of·:W,ar: by the sparse number 

of undergraduates, aru:1 ~y 'their app:earance in uniforms : 

ij:istead of ordinary morning .dress octlannels; by-the col- , 

'leges and gardens -and other :puolic ·places given up to the ·I 

-sick, wounded, and convaleseent soldiers; l;>y nurses hurry- : 

ing hither and thither, and motorcarn and _carriages laden '. 

with soldiei;s ·.being ·taken ·to hospital, or indulged with an I 
' '' airing '' ;·not only by committee meetings, and-sales and l 
entertainments "Jor the . benefit of refugees orpurposes of ti 

the war, " :not only by all . the outward and visible sign.; of ( 

·the predominance of martial energy, · but by the pervading ~ 

spirit of excitement,· expectancy, preparation, exultant 

SOffOW, .general unrest. • 
.- .. ' The arr, atmospheric _'anLl psychologi6al, is steeped in 

s.~xc_itement , ·all the mere potent because it ·_is . held in 

check lest :it should undo tradition. The subtle influence • 

is felt' not only .in streets n.nd colleges, in the parks used 

a.s a parade ·.ground, at .pub1ic·meetings, in hall and debat-

Jbg society, but it is round and ah.out us in .shops and ' 

H.ibraries, :~ .is exhaled from the tea-pot jn dr:awing­

:.rooms. 'We=ay ·not be· always talking w-ar, but :we eat, 

"~ · drink, we.breathe it, and it invades our .dreams. 

* j 
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·The face of tl1e world is being altered. In .the eyes o:f 1 

some it is being -destroyed, in the sight of uthers it is 

%eing ·renewed. The old .and the middle-aged see the 1 

:familiar ,feat.m es convulsed and distorted. .The death 

throes of"the old cfrilisation·make their own frames vibrate l 
wit h resnonsin · 1>anq s of fear and dismav. Thev would I 
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-The.face of the world is being altered. -In .the eyes .of 

some it is being 'tlsstroyed, in the sight ,of ~s .it ·•is 

~ing-renewed. The old .mnd the middle-aged .see ' the 1 

:familiar ;featm:es .convulse.d and ilistorte·d. ·The .death · 

i.lhroes of-tho-·olil civilisatim:irmake .. thei.r own. frames·vibnate 

··with ·T~ponsi.Ye tparrgs of:fear ·arid dismay. -~hey wou!'d 

:lain gird .ordheir ,swor.ds and go fo the.old world's rescue, 

lbut they·naye .not vitality-.to.1g.ive them the-staying0 power 

needed for the purpose, ·or to enal:ile them to .greet and 

:aerv.e the .new or.der of thi11gs. • Enough strength is left 

:,tµi~ tocfight in c>l.d·remembered w!'}ys, an'd organise with 

""~ied ·and trus![ed methods: .They cannot co~· with new 

~ways, with . .demands "for :unfamiliar. methods. 0They have 

full courage, endurance, skill. They have lost ·neither 
lhope r,ror·im:e,ji:ght. ·It .is the ,eJ-.asticity needed for perfect 
.1ada.ptabilitrth-at is . lacking to · th:em. 

. The _young see ·the needs of the old woffd a.nd her 
·trouble; · bm ·they also ·glimpse the 'fair ·freshness .of the 
,new civilisation. ,Th'?Y hear-the_ cry 'for hei-pirom·the tor­
·tured lips.of the old civilisation, an'd they fly t.oher--on the 
wings of Chiwlry. JThey ..hear .also the fee:ole _soqrids of . 
the infant civifo.ation, .and .they are on fire -with -excite· 

• ment antl expectation. -Their courage mounts "'·ith the 
aemands inade upon it. 1They.are >eager to be in tlie thick 
of the struggle. They do not.,see·.in the racked frames of 
existent things. a i).ying_ worTd; ·they foresee a resurrection 
ff .all tha-t _is worth s_u1,}-:iya1 o1 .the ~Past, :Jivajg on"..in ..a 
roun9, strenuous, glopo~~ Fu~ure. . .. _ • _ , 
. , Oxrord represents . nu typifies this Spm~ .of ;Youth-, 

.Oxfoi:cl, ~he .Shrine .. of .fradition; Oxford, the "Cradle ::of 
-t3~ginnings. ._·;~~(!:/.\.'~~-: • .. ... ~:,:!~·:~ ... . ' . ·; 

. • Ahv~ys lmspitable, ~fl: ;swter ,feature ·has tn;ad~ :com:tesl 
lven geI).tler •than .ifs t0;,.t 'towards ·i'be s£r;inier .,with1n '. 
•:the gates. "'Fhe st,;ang,~r :)n the per-son ot 'BeJiians, '.for . 
lu~tanoe, and sick l;l.'iiR ::Wimnde.d --soidier!.~hili;'. suffeie'd 
many things. .He m:ust:be treated with ten~ei:n~~s aS"well 
as punctiliousness . .Hl:)-ep.ters la~gely into·.Oxfor'd life. 
"-: .. : There is no kr:lli .ofrrqyision • for, those wh§ arj . h ungi:y 

<!or lectures he;-e m tliis -changed. Oxford, but ·there is the " 
flavour of war in all • .·• • • • 

'"1'he ·war note is ·hcnid .in sermons too, sometimes .as • 
'kevanote , ;sometimes. as .sub,a:om..irumt, -often as a.orriinant. 
•Khaki is i.c--i evidence everywhere,.in-foct, and in short. ~At 
a recent giving of.degrees an undergra·duate demurred 
that T -:-c "cag " as ,h ), of .cou1:se, called the .under­
_g;·ao.1,t'.\tf' ·s gown, -xvas_ wc:n;n over uniform. , " .The -King's 
.sen·;c\O oblitenates .the ,University," said he.; ,· ".Surely," ·· 
was t h '.l reply. " t!ie :u:ni,~ersity must asser~ itself at a 
purcl..:,- ,a:eademic fnn.ction. _The. ·University is _honouring . 
the E.i.11g ',5-sen~arrts." ,. :' A.b:sm;d," was his .last scornful \ 

~or·a. 1_ 
. . * ,. '~* . * ,.if • i 
., Though it is a s.ubdti.~ and altered Oxford .iii :the khaki 
~arb, . it is · nc.t a gloc:nnj7,.0:ifGrd, aml earnes~ess takes the 
F1aec ,nlled· by insouc.iJ.n~ before the war._ . TL:1se of us 
who survi..-e this wo~:Jd:wide war will say, as)\1:r. John 
J~glesant sai.tl, -spe~kiqg. !)f the Civil War:_-;- , . 

" \.Yh.ab a different world it· was before the war! , .'ha.t 
~trange , old-w0rld .emo.tions, and· thoughts: and stories 
v.anisbed .like . phantoms when the war trumpets sounded, 
ar.d great houses.and proud name;; and dominions crumbled ~ 
into dust." J. ·~~ r 
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