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SLIGHTS . UPON RELIGION 
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Not the First Occasion on Which 

!he Aged Carc;linal Has Been / 
Obliged to Put Would-be } 

, Scientists Right 

}V1hen • part of the· speooh of Sir 

William Osler at .the dedicatory ex! 

ercises of the 'Phipps J?sychiatri-c clinJ 

t _ic ·of the Johns Hopkins hospital, Bal~ 

t timore, was read ·to _Cardinal :Gibboru; . • ,11_. the prelate {xcla~ed: ·- : . 
"I am -shocked." 
•Sir William, who is professor of : 

medicine in Oxrord university, said:' 

in part: I 
'.'Primi~ve views will prevail ev~ 1 

; erywhere _of man's relation to the 

world and to t'he uncharted region! 

about h:im. So -recent is the control · 

of the .forces of nature that even in '. 
the most civilired countries man has· 
not yet adjusted himself to the new 
conditions and stands only hal,f 
awake rubbing hii1 eyes. 

Trust to Charms and Saints. 
' jNinety~nine •per cent. of our fel­

low creatures, when in trouble, sor­
row or sickness, trust to char.ms, in-

• cantations and to the saints. Many 
a . -shrine has more followers than 
Pasteur; many a saint more believers 
than Lister. 1 

"Less than 200 years .have ,passed 
sin<:e the last witch was •burned in the ' 
BritiS'h isl~. . . . ( 

"Mentally the ra<:e 1s still m 
leading strings. In the childhood of 
the world we ,cannot expect ,people ' 
yet to put -away oh-H<l:ish thi_ngs." - 1 

"Scientists in any line sometimes I 
make statements such as that of Dr. 
Osler," said the Cardinal, "and only 
a s.liort time ago I had to defend ·some 
truths that T.hoon,a·s A. 'E<lison at- I 
tacked. _ I 

Will Ask Him to· Retract. 
"These scientific specialists think l 

their stateµients should go unchal-

le. nged, .but this one . of ,Dr. Osler s.liall I 
not,- and I- shal1 write to him asking 
him to retract it. 
,«I would like to call the atten.tion 

iof~Jk~Osler t ·othe' fact that PaMien.r­
L was a devot,eckatholic - and .put .his . 
1 trust in th,e s-aints. He said that as 

.his knowledge of .medicine increased 
his fait,h grew likewise. The state­
ents a.ttribute<l to Dr. Osler are an 
attack o-n Christianity. 

"I am -surprised that .he should 
make such attacks in this age. 

".What _ do the ~h~ngs t'h~t Dr. Os-

I 



► world and to the uncharted region 
l ab-Out him. So wcent is the control 
! of the .forces of nature thai even in 
► the most civili:ood countries man has 
l not yet adjusted himself to the new 
i conditions and stands only h.a.M 
I awake rubbing his eyes. . 
I Trust to Charms· anti Saints. 

'fNinety~nine •per cent. of our fel-
l low creatures, when in trouble, sor­

row or sickness, trust to charms, in­
cantations and to the saints. , ,M.any 
a . sbrine has more follower.s than 
Pasteur; many a saint more -believeTS 
than Lister. 

"Less than 200 years have ,passed 
since the last witch was •burned in the 
British is.lea. 

"Mentally the ra,ce is still in 
leading strings. In the childhood of 
the world we ,cannot expect people 

' yet to put away chiklish things. '. ' -
"Scientists in any line ·sometimes j 

: make statements such as that of Dr. 
Osler," ·said the Cardinal, "and only 

/ a short time ago I had to defend some 
1 truths that Thomas A. 'Edison at- i 
I tacked. . . - .. 
/ Will Ask Him to· Retract: ' \ 
I "These scientific specialists think 
t their statements should go unchal­
\ lenged, .but this one of ,Dr. Osler shall 
' not,- and I shaH write to him asking 

h~m to retract it. . 
.. «I would like to call the attention 

of ·nr. '. Osler t othe· f~t tha't ,~.as~-
'- was a devoted. athoh-Q, and put bis 

trust in the saints. He said that as 
.his knowledge of medicine in-creased 
his faH,h grew likewise. The state­
ent-s a.ttri:buteci to ,Dr. Osler are an 
attack on Christianity. - • ." 
. "I am surprised that · he should 
?J,ake such attacks in this age. . 

" ,What do the things that · Dr. Os­
ler prea-ches stand for anyhow? · Fif­
ty years hence all his teachings may 

( 
be o_verthr. own by .new discoveries. 
His whole doctrine is 'based on the-
ory. . . • -

"Fifty years agQ, the scientists of 
~ tJhat day imagined they knew a,11 that 
• was to be known of medicine; yet to­

day their.,eonclusions are overthrown 
• by later '1fi.scoveries. • . , 

Church, Not Founded on Theory. 
"The Catholic Ohurch is no found­

ed on theory, and whereas the whole 
wor.l<l: is "fuformed ·of its doctrtne~, the 
conclusio'ri's iof Dr.- Osler are known to 
comparatively ~'w. The world at 
pr€-sent is alarnied by the oon<lition 
of the b,ad of the Church and ,change!' 
in his health arc c,f great m:-ere~t-· 
more, perhaps, tµan that of any scirn-
tists whom we know." .-'. • ;; 

Dr. Osler when informed that;• the 
Cardinal regarded his .• reported, ut• 
terances as an attack on Christian• 
ity, appeared to be greatly disturbed. 
_ "I am no enemy of the saintsP be 

declared. "I wm talk to my friend, 

l the. Cardinal, a·bout this as soon as I 
get back -from 'New Haven.: ' ',._t· 1 

\ • Sir" William made it clear that· .he' 
1 regretted the! exoeption· taken by·'the 
1 Caroinal to 'his remar,k and thaf he 

intends to see the Oa.rdinal abo;:;( it. 
He mentioned the Ca.rdinal's name in 
a way that indicated that his ,feel­
ings t-0wards the prelate are kindly, 
and that he is eager to have an: op-

, porlunity to settle the difference by l1 

heart to heart talk. . .~,,-.Lo,.;,; .. 
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ST. JOSEPH'S (German) 

493 Cellege Ave., near Powers 
• Street. 

REV. P. HILLAND, O.M.I., 
Pastor. 

8un.day Masses: 7.30. 8._30, 
and 10.30 a..m. 

~C~ED ___ _l:iEAijT (f:renchL --~ 
C.,r. Bannatyne and Lydia St; 
REV. F. X. PORTELANCE, 

O.M.I., Pastor. • 
Sunday Masses: 8, 9.15 and 

10.30 a.m. 

ST. NICHOLAS (Ruthenian) 
Cor. Stella and McGregor St_. 
REV. A. FILIPOW, O.S.B.M., 

• Pastor. 
Sunday Mass·: 10.30 a .m. 

Church Calendar l l 


	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-115_081_01
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-115_081_02
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-115_081_03

