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-2 Dear Osler,.

t Itried to catelr the train down to Oxford but missed it.
Thank you for your letter, I shall be glad to have a chat with
you when -convenient. I don’t suppose that any animos. was IEzwa
displayed, the pill was no doubt gilded, while the staff, of the
Infirmary passed resolutions about my office which chviously
implied 2 s Tfor if anyone should have exiressed the opinion

¢ Ly . . St
© that thersd Was need of an assistant, it was *the oume Wwho was respon

gible “for tkre work, and it is impossible to disassoceiate with a
resolution from recent oOcCUrrences.a In the first place I magntain

“there is Mo need for such a resolution; for by the agreement by which

the work i carriedrion, that eye patients 4f the Infirmary, are trans
nuted to the Tye Hospital, ?qg forithese patients the Infirmary is

| - entitled to the reviews, not myself only but of the whole staff of
© the Bga Hospital. It Is only for such patients as are bedridden
W

and who therefore have to ‘besesn in bed in the Infirmariﬂth§&3{%ey
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2 Dr. Doyne&s letter to W. O. contd.

are entitled to any particular review and I maintain that one day
a'Week is fully sufficient for’such‘rare“eﬁergencies.igmy Infirmary
appointment was only made as a link between the institutions.

In the second place, such a recclution is in direst opposition
to ‘the understanding that was“come to when the eye work of ‘the
. two Institutions was blended. 1 Buppose it would be now nsar
fifteen years ago;, after Morgandh death that regotiations were
- actively carried om, Teceivwing my full support up to a certain
point, when the Radcliffe Infirmary froposed that an Asst. Oph.
surgeon to Radcliffe should be appointed. This was directly
contrary to all my ideas and ‘rather than upset the riegotiations
L definitely Resigned the Bye Hospital and accepted the offer
““that -was immediately made me ‘to stand “for the Royal ™ye Hospital
to which ‘I “was elected., ° Upon ‘this gir J. Conrdy who wag chair
~man-of the Infirmary at that time agreed to accept all my suggest—
lons "if I ‘would withdraw my resignation, which T agreed to do on
- the ‘advice ‘and appeal of the bresent Bikhop of Oxford. T tried
therl to ‘get ‘out of thieR. w7 fF. appointment but ‘Mery strong o) of )

p5tests ‘were iade against my doing_sqﬁ@pd;against'my.' < I had
~ to carry on both. All thig time T Was willing during my term -
of office that an ‘assistant Surgeon should be appointed t¢ the
Bye Hospital supernumerary,- on the*distinctfuﬁqerstanding that
the ‘aprointment only lasted during my " tentire of Office .and ceased
With' my resignation and ‘death; - and un&er,theSe‘cbndiﬁionS Ogilvy
Was appopbed and Later,aarunder;thg‘same conditions Adams, who
with my,reSignation‘br_deaxh;will-caase 1o hold his present appoint
~ment amd will to be reelected. ~ “ et b i gk :

Some years after Ogilvieg appointment, Arthur Momson truly
I believe writing to please Ohgilvie and myself, placed a motion
. for a monthly meeting at the Radcliffe Infirmary, that Ogilvie
- should™Bs"aryointed assistant Orh. Surgeon to the Radcliffe, he
had not cemnunicated with me and the firgt I saw of it was on
the Agenda Faper. . I told Ogilvie I should have to oppose it
but I was willing myself ta resign the Radcliffe appointment and
leave it open te him; he. would not however, agree to do so and
- the motion conseguently dropped.

I must now give you as briefly as Ice&n my reasons for my actions
and views and mmst peint out that nene can charge me with selfishnesg
Tor I was always willing to have & second surgeon during my time of
¢cffice. g : S 3

I was anxiocuscafter having practically wade this position in
Oxford, that it should always. in years. to come attract a surgeon of
~the lst. rank.: The Clinigue:is-net-a large one and is not more
than 1s sufficient to give full elinical experience toQ one man, nor
is Oxford large snough froga private pregtice pointcof view to suppert
to "support two men. Supposing an Asgistant surgeon were appeointed
he wou 1d divide up the clinical material and would be unlikely unless



“he has goed lJrinra.,’ce means t0 support himself, by eye work, he Would
have to potb011 to make a living Just when hp ought-te be devoting
his*energies to eye work, and even if his appointment did not
give him the. senieor akpt. when it became vacant; .would it be
likely that good man from London or elsewhere would. be Llhely
to put in for a post in opposition to & local man who was well known
and who would be sure to get & great deal of tha private pragtice?
These arguments are. quite sound I know, and in years to come  the post
would be filled by second or third rate men and not coumand the atten
tion of the best mén. There is room for one goed man and no- more;
competltlcn is valuable but London.ig near enou&h a8 reg gards competition.

“You know my ‘views as to ﬁhevwayulwieel t;&ale been treated,by
the staff lately,.and the resolution backed as .I .suppose it has been
by those of the Staff who I have regarded as personal friends, has
wounded ry very deeply. I cannot assume myself of ever having
been profoundly disloyal to any of my medical. coufreres -in 0xford, by
~ they friends, acquaintances or active rivals, and naturally fe&l vary

sore that there apparently has not been one to stand up and proteat
against the treatment L am receiving. i 0

Of course I Shall Lave to "eat my words" and reslgn the Rddcllffe
Infirmary but I am only hesitating whether I had not beeter cut myself
adrift from Oxford and leave my work unfinighed. But I feel I must
not be hasty about this; it is difficult to be level headed with
s0 ruch’ depending on me as there is Jjust now, work, responsibilities
and with very worrying anxietles 1in a matter of trusteeship that is
haunting ne.

Yours sincerely,

fRéberﬁ Doyne-w
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