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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

j' i AR ' N 1910
Opening of {he Nottingham Society’s New
. Club and Library. - . ©
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Tile "doctors of No:htinghiin an(‘i the ¢
have organised themselves under the“auspices of the
Nottingham Medico-Chirurgical Sos

ty, opened their |

‘new club and library last eveningf{at 64, St. James’s- |

street. The premises are extremely convenient and |

" tomfortable, and should ‘supply the nead which has |

heen very: urgéntly félt during the any years the |
Board-room at the Dispetisary hgs_bsa_m,ﬁhp,éos:ﬂfl“
meeting-place. . The society has now a membership |
of over 180, with Dr. A. Fulton as its president, and
Dr. H. B. Tawse and Dr. F. H. Jacob as its bocre-|
taries. Peculiar interedt was invested in the open-
ing ceremony last night by tiw-visit of Professor

r A gRe

Osler, of Oxford University. =< > e gniile o7

Dr. Fulton, who presided over a \iéi:y large at-
tendance, gave a brief outline of the history of the

society and of its predecessor, the Nottingham Book

Club. The first récord of the latter, he said, was in
1828, when it was founded under the presidency of
a Dr.' Howitt. "For a time ‘the members met at
each other’s houses, afterwards became established
ab the old “Journal’’ Office: on Long-row, and in
1885 moved to the Dispensary.- It was then that its
name was changed. to what the president described
a& “its presedt .* jaw-breaking  ‘style—the’ Notting-
ham Medico-Chirurgical Society. . Dr. Fulton ‘quoted,
one rather intcresting record of 1853, which showed
‘that old Dr. Ransom gave noticé of motion—-that
in the opinion of this society canvassing for patients
through the medium of the public Press shall be
considered contrary to the dignity of the profes-
sion.” The motion evidently encountered ,consider-
able opposition, for Dr: Ransom - withdrew it.. - .
It was'in 1883 that the present society, after =
period of “suspended animation,” was resuscitated,
and from then until this. year its headquarters were
at the Dispensary Board-room. “Board-rooms,”’ said
the president, “are usually ‘as cold and Cheerlees as
the charity they admidister.” 5. ¢ ; d i
In formally deelaring the new premises open, Pro-
fessor Osler remarked that in connection with such
an enterprise as this everything they did bemefited
nob simply themselves and their profession, but the.
public, and they should go to the public and ask
their support in this effort to establish. and endow
a home for' the amedical. profession. g
On behalf of the society, Professor Osler then pre-
sented to Mr. Smithurst, who for 57 years was their
litrarian, a piece of silver as a matk of recognition
of his long and faithful service. )
In his address to the members of the society, Pro-
fessor Osler urged that mo body of men needed more
than the medical profession the benefits of co-opera-
tion, and yet they were. he said, the most difficult
units to unite. Once separated from their college
they lived isolated lives, and many of them lives of
great loneliness. Theirs was a profession which
could not be placed on a commercial basis. The
lawyer had to consider his head and his pocket; the
parson his head and his heart (he, had no pockeft—
laughter); while with the doctor head and heart aiid
pocket were all engaged. In every part of their
profession the amount of unremunerative work was
enormous. Apart from what was done in the hos-
pitals, the specialist or. the constilting 6 . genéral |
practitioner constantly had his heart-involved, and
his- “loans to the Lord’’ amounted to a generous
sumn each year. AT AR
Hints by Professor Osler.
Pointing out the need for better organisation of
the profession in Nottingham, Professor Osler said
that as a_basis they had . two inmstitutions<that
society and the General Hospital. Around these the
chief interest of the local profession centred. Singly
or in cliques its members ‘had fallen apart, covered
with the ashes of discord, jealousy, and. faction'.
That society would promote upity and friendship ,
and would add dignity to the profession. Much de -
pended upon the attitude of the seniors. Amongs'




fiaraCt{tiomer constantly had his heart. involved, , and
his- “Joans to the Lord” amounted to a generous
sum each year.

’ .- Hints hjr Professor Osler.

Paointing out the need for better orga,nnsabxon of
| the profesnon in° Nottingham, Professor Osler said
,that as a_basis they had.two instifutions<that
| society and the General Hospital. Around these the
chief interest of the local profession cent,red Singly
or in cliques its members ‘had fallen apart, covered
. with* the" ashes of discord, jealousy, and.faction.
IThs,f. ‘society would promeote unity and friendship ,
| and would add dignity to the pro'l’esswn. Much de -
pended upon the attitude of the seniors. Amongs
Professor” Osler’s hints were:  Listen to no_tales
" Shut it up more particularly if told by a patient
Be quite sure ihat the same tale told of ‘ Dr. Smith
will be told about you to ‘Dr. Brown.” Tell nc
tales yourself, though you may be itching to do so.
Believe no tale even thlough you know it to be true.”

The General Hospital, said the Professor,.ought
to be made of -the greatest advmta.ge to the medical
profession..  First-class consulting physmams sur-
geons, and specialists could not grow up in any com-
| munity without a, first-olass hospital, and the pro-
- fession needed these men just as much as the.public.
| He would like t6 see the Nottingham General Hes-

f pital a consulting centre for the profession of the
| whole district—a place where, when in difficulty, a
man might turn for advice and counsel. They should
feel when they had a bad case that it was to the
hospital not that they should “send® the patient,
but that they should “take” the case. . .The Hos-
pital should be a genuine post-graduate schotl m
all its departments. A doctor -without post-gmduavto
work was stale in five years, was in the rut in ten
years, and in twenty years so deep that-he could
never hope to get out.

Professor Osler paid a warm tnbhte 'oo lhe Not-
tingham General Hospital, whxch for a oenimry had
kept a good reputation:

.On the proposition of Dr. F. R. Mutch ‘seconded
by Dr. Cattle, Professor Osler was covrdxa.lly thanked
for his address. - -
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