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From THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIEYY. =---NEWS-SHEET. Deecember, 1909.

NOVEMBER MEETING. (1909}
On Menday, “ovember 15th, the President,' Hr. Eorteécue, in the Chair, a paper eﬁ
"?HE LIBRARY OF ROBERT BURTON"
was read by Professor Osler.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL.—Nov. 15.—‘—’1\/[1?&, K. Fortes- |

cue in the chair.—Prof. Osler read a paper on |

“The Library of Robert Burton.” * Fatally
driven ” (to use his own expression) upon the
rock of melancholy, Robert Burton, to ease his
mind and out of a fellow-feeling for others, com-
posed his immortal wor ¢ The Anatomy of Melan-
choly.’ He calls it a patchwork laboriously
collected out of divers writers ; but if it is this, it
is also a great medical treatise (the greatest ever
written by a layman), orderly in arrangement,
intensely serious in purpose, and weighty beyond
belief with authorities. As he says, he had access
to good libraries in the Bodleian and Christ Church;
but for much of his learning he drew on the books
in his own possession, though our information
as to this is obscured by the numerous bequests
| in his will which permitted his friends to pick out
" individual volumes from his library at their
leasure. But the books which he bequeathed
the Bodleian and to Christ Church can be
readily identified by his name or initials on their
title-pages, and at Bodley 580, at Christ Church

429 yolumes once in his ownership, have now j
been brought together, those at Christ Church |

being grouped round a copy of the original por-
trait of Burton at Brasenose.

Only a few of his books are annotated, and these
chiefly with astrological memoranda. The most
important part of the collection at the Bodleian is
composed of seventeenth-century plays and

pamphlets, the * baggage books ”’ which Bodley |

thought might bring scandal were the library
< stuffed ’ with them. Some of these may have
been used for the third section of the ‘Anatomy,’
in which Burton examines all kinds of lore. There
are only about 86 medical works among his known
books, and none of these of great importance.
The larger works had probably been selected by

his friends under the terms of his will. No |

doubt for the same reason very few of his favourite
English authors are at Bodley. Despite his say-
ing that he was ‘“by profession a Divine, by in-
clination a physician,” more than half the sur-
vivors of Burton’s books are theological, and
from some of these he got a few details for his
remarkable section on religious melancholy,
in many respects the most original in his work.

Prof. Osler’s lecture was illustrated with
lantern-slides ; and a complete set of the eight
seventeenth-century editions of the ¢ Anatomy’

was exhibited. Mr. Wheatley, Mr. Steele, Dr. !
Payne, Mr. Falconer Madan, Mr. Prideaux, and !

the President took part in the @iscp‘s‘s‘iog,_,
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