. COMBATING CONSUMPTION.

| THE SCOURGE IN IRELAND. -

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT,) - * Al
| 54 ; s DUBLIN, FRIDAY. =
A tuberculosis exhibition in.the grounds - of . the.
International Exhibition Society at Balls Bridge is to be"
opened to-morrow by the Lord Lieutenant, and this
afternoon there was a Press view of the exhibits.
Such a venture kas been hitherto unknown in the
British JIslands, though in = the TUnited States,
in France, and in Germany similar exhibitions have
been found to produce excellent results. For the fight
against tuberculous diseases in every form the holding
of the exhibition in Dublin js particularly appropriate.
The ravages of consumption both in the city and
throughout the country have assumed alarming propors
tions, ‘and among the Public Health anthorities the
subject is one which canses distressing anxiety.
The present -exhibition is dume to the 'sugges-
tion of the Countess of Aberdeen, who, as president
' of the Women’s National Health Association recently
established here, is keenly alive to the necessity of
enabling even the poorest to help in a scientific way the
movement against co; don, s -

AN EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.

A portion of the space occupied by the Home Industries
section in the exhibition grounds has been made
available for the tuberculosis exhibits. The idea
is entirely an educational one, and in arranging the
form of the exhibition this was the end which was
kept in view. There are four sections. The first is
statistical, illustrating by diagrams the appalling mor-
tality from phthisis in Ireland. The second is patho-
logical, containing human and veterinary exhibits. The
third consists of appliances for the treatment of patients
in the home. The fourth comprises model shelters and
chalets suitable for the open-air treatment of patients
in private consumption hospitals, The "diagrams
in ‘the statistical section are - startlingly effec-
tive, and to visitors reveal at once the hold which
consumption has upon this country as compared with
England and Scotland. One illustration shows that while
in the year 1864 Ireland had a lower consumption rate
than either England or Scotland it is now much higher
than either. A coloured map shows that by far the worst
unions are Cork and Dublin, while the two districts where
the disease is practically unknown are the Union of
Lisnaskea, County Fermanagh, and the Union'of Tulla,
County Clare. Under the head of appliances are shown
sgecimens of cuspidores for the use of patients. The
s!
th

elters or chalets for the outdoor treatment are much
o same .as those generally in use. They provide as
effectively as possible for the comfort of the patient,
while at the same time securing the greatest quantity of
light and air. There is a literary section in which are to
" be found historical works and reports from various muni-
cipalities throughout the Kingdom showing what is being
done in preventive work. The most notable of these is,
perhaps, that of the county borough of Northampton,
where at one time the death rate was very high, but has
now been reduced to ‘87 per 1,000. 5

A LIFE-SAVING BATTLE.

Professor QsLER, of Oxford, delivered a lecture in
connection with the exhibition this evening, his subject
being ‘“ What the Ppblic can do in the Fight against
Tuberculosis,”” The Lord Lieutepant presided, and
there was a very large attendance. The lecturer said
they were asked to join in a campaign to promote
the human efficiency of education, and this was a
campaign in which all might join, Mr, Birrell and Mr,
Long, Mr. O’Brien and Mr, Redmond, the Archbishops
and the Provost, for it was a life-saving battle against
one of the most dreaded foes the race had ever met.
Two of the greatest illustrations of the victory of human
efficiency might be said to be in connection with fevers.
They had had one of the greatest victories. ever achieyed
in the abolition of one of the most terrible scourges—

namely, typhus fever. Until a decade or two agoit |!

ravaged this country. From 1871 to 1880 there
were 7,495 deaths from this disease; in 1905
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there was a very. large attendance. The lecturer said
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campaign in which all might join, Mr, Birrell and Mr,
Long, Mr. O’Brien and Mr, Redmond, the Archbishops
and the Provost, for it was & life-saving battle against
one of the most dreaded foes the race had ever met.
Two of the greatest ;1lustrations of the victory of human
i efficiency might be ; i

] the human efficiency. of education,

" ‘they were asked to join in & “campaign to promote i

to be in connection with fevers.
1 They had had one of the greatest victories. ever achieved
in the abolition of one of the most terrible scourges—
namely, typhus fever. Until & decade or two :age it
country.  From 1871 to 1880 ‘there.
d were 7,495 deaths from this disease ;' in 1905
4 there were 68. .There had been & victory .over
d ihat disease in -this country which many of them
+ were not aware of, and he wished to b testimony to
H the noble and great men who fought &t plague for, so
9 many- years for the Irish people— .h® physicians of-
1 Iroland. If there was one record of th ir profession of
which they might be proud it was the record of the Irish’
physicians fighting typhus fever from year to year. “Not
only typhus, but enteric fever had graduslly disappeared.
There were other.directions 1n whioh this victory of effi-
uld be illustrated, but he called to mind but
and ' that, perhaps, the greatest and most
hite man “had to contend with,’
‘namely, malaria: ~The victory over malaria “was ay
practically complete, - and- they - might ~say. that the
| problem of the white man in the tropics had been- solved

Now -there was-

.| one great scourge remaining, the ¢! WhitaA_Plaﬁge," as
Oliver Wendell Holmes called it, & disease: whic killed,-
etimated, at least & million: anu y. *This; too,

* was a disease about. which - they: might. have the fullest
possible measure _of -optimism,: just as. as ' about:
hus fever and about enteric.’ ‘They had  bad 4in'the |
i extr i jncrease’in their

a beech nut from.
Secondly " they “Ikmew whence it “cams..
i The two sources were from persons’ with - tuber-
pulosis, and from the "milk of - the tuberculous COW.
He recommended all who- were interested in this matter
o study the statement of Dr. Stafford which appeared in

_medical staff -should know
and that did pot mean ublicity
reat inconvenience to the relatives or friends of
In the first place they . should -have
full control over these cases, SO that proper measures
for disinfection could be. carried .out. It . was most.
-| jmportant - that a house in which tuberculosis_~ex-
isted should be under -the"'absolute,__cqntmL»‘of '
the ~medical ~attendant, " pﬁrticula.rly in cases of the
dwellings of the poor,. 23 in Ireland many people
lived in hovels. - When he saw these wretched hovels in
parts of Treland it made his blood boil ; it was simpl
fellow-creatures living in suc
Proper provision for the ‘care treatment, of
i i should be made.’ As regarded.
| pursing,-it was.no doubt good. in their hospitals, but they
the treatment of this
| disease, and he would not recommend that.\these.’sho@ld
1 pe costly buildings, as their demolition every five or six |
s would be an advantage. District norses were angels:
d prefer:to be a.district nurse to’
ufxt.er.) With enthusiasm and .pel-:|-
win the fi =k S Ak ;

hovels.
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