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Dr, Simon Flexmer, August 23, 1922

Rockefeller Institute, New York City.

Dear Simon:

Please let me know, below, to save trouble, who were the original five
called together at the Arlington Hotel in Washington in May 1901 to consider the
question of the establishment of an Institution to Promote Research in Medicine.
I presume that it must have been at the time of the meeting of the 'American Phy-

“~y siclans', for all of the sewen on the final Board - Welch, Prudden, Herter, Smith,

Holt, Biggs and yourself - were members of the Association, It is possible of
course that all seven had been picked out and that two of you may have been ab-
sent, It strikes me as peculiar that Mr. Gates and John D, did not ask Osler, in
view of the Gates letters to W.0. regarding the relation of the Text-book to the
Institute, Perhaps they did, I didn't mean to imply that he would have been a
desirable addition, I merely mean that he would have been a nat %‘1 choice; but
please answer my specific question as you can, You were at the,meeting, and with
Barker and Novy gave an account of your San Francisco plague observations.

Always yours,
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