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( In such a gSLth.~ring I have a fe-:;li::.15 of e, 1bra.rrassment such 

. as that ··,Jhich overtook the son of Kisl' .... in the Menorable i11cident 
aftrr thr; finiin5 of his fathers asses.. It has been my _practice 

for years .~.'lot to -calk O~J. religious questions hol iing vvi th ~r. Roc;ers 

who ·.7:'1en .;.sked of what ''elic;ion he was re_I-lied; "The reli6ion of all 

I sensible nen,'1 and :pray ~-r. Rf'J,J;ers .vhat is that, 11 iJhy all sensible 

\ ~1en L:~SJJ thaL to t1.~.8muelves", ~n many v;:ays a V?ry poor ar:..s.ver since 

t~t comes wii.hin the sca.thiitg •lenunciJ,uion of 

Thrice at least has the kind secretary of your society bidden 
Lie to this ::mual gathering, but I hd.Ve vvea.Kly evaded the resJ.;onsibili ty 

with a c.3.ll_ out of' town or an urgent consultation. This timB ha 
asked me e:=1rly in the spring, .:md I gave a. definite :promise. Remember 

ing my early eXJ;eriences, I couLd not trust t.'lYself to speak in L1eeting 

so you Nili p::;.rdon a brief written note. «Theresians, Laodacea.u.l'ls, 

Rimr..10ni tes and Galeo::t.ns!' 

, The Ther8sians (Foot note) St. There sa., the ? 8ister of the 

S a.r .. phir11 in C r .:tKsh aws : o ern: 
"l\Y all of Him we .nave i11 thee; 
Leave no·~.,.hing of myself in me. 
Let me so read uy ~ife that' l 
Unto J._l life of uine D1ay die" 

form the ;,:ee 3.J!8Ck of lev en i11 the d.ough of society. .,..,ach of us 
Knows ong or two, some of us three, we physicians see more of them 

than others. 'I'hey are the true followers of Christ, •vho for him 
forsake all, livlng his life ·to save thei 1:' mvn. They constitute 
the little block d~A of in tl ... e 3-0cl.:pel. "In. every COLltluni ty, such 

as thoae iays at .~.tntioch, they and. they alone have saved. Christi3..llity. 

"Many a._r:e called, :rew are chosen. n trany are the t ' few are the 

I ~.-t.Cr 1 ; Christ and llato both understodd that nan was not a. 
reli6g_oua 3.rliLa.l, and that to be iniated. did not necesoarily mean to 

be of thg elect or to be a mystic. 

To be a. really e;cod. Laodacoean is thr- h.e~c:;ht of a..,tainrnent in 

these times for the a.v3rage man or wo:ma.n. Th.a greJ..t bulk of our 

friends 0ome in this class, good honest folKs, fit nel"ther for heaveL 
or h11ll, b'.lt ,vho feel on Sundays a strong J,trefereDce for vh8 former 

1lac~. For a Theresi::u1s life they may wist~·ully .Jish but ilJ. the 

cond.itions of .. odern society it is i::iimply im.r,..cssible . They fill 

the churches, pay the taxes, and th~ doctors, su.vJ:-ort missions a.r~d 

do geners.lly the work of the authorizP.d world and do it ~<v8ll. Tt 
is a sL'J.i:le ro c:::Lll them Laodaceoans but therP, is no o her .. orl >Juite 

so "".t.J:.-ropriate. 

The RirJ.ruCllites foru a lar0e a..r ... d .;rc~.riL6 clat.s. Tr1ey have .va.nder 

ed f'rou ..,ht;; fJ.i ~h of t~-:..eir youvh, buc, 1~othi l(:S better hao offered. T~ley 

are co __ forl.1ists and. Naa.lllm towd ~lin::;el1' in the house of R 0 t 
d 

.. ~llilll n o 
.K9e:p on goo terus with hL5 ,.aster so to Kee_p the r-e..1 M. 8 t h 

_ v - a. or 18, 3..,._d 



for oth9r f:'3asons thes8 m':n conform to the ordinary usages of Ghri st ian 
society, and. on Sunday go to church .-.-if for otl1er reasons as Taine 
says, to freshen in themse::lves the oer .. iinent of th8 ideal. 

The Jallioans are the a~Lostics, latent or arrived, who care for 
none of these things h cl. d.ing ~;vi -:h_ :; uc1rle that in these 11at t ers 11 vv8 have 
no trustworthy inforrt.ation and :no Le.J.ncl of obtairiing any''• 

They are very 1 lentiful, always have b:J en in the Lledical i"rofe>;:;oion, 
and are shoc.ctL.~.g bog,:Sies to th_d Laod.a.ceans 1:a.uy of them however, are 
no't bad. x-'len,. far from it, a.rA have illustrated the ttincor.::J:r'3hensible 
to the t wcr first gr-ouiJS by living model lives, ar:, did for e2' ample Oharl es 
Dar\·ii!l. 

Eow in one or other of these categories we are a.ll ra11ged not all 
of us .. -cno.Jing in ,vhich, 1:-c:J.rticularly the There::-;iJ.LS Vilhose grace o:r-: 
humili -cy is such that _they would be shocKed. to: be 1-la.ces so high• 
Fortunately before yout1¥eachlluost of the :problems that sconer or later 
worry us .:1 1 l, have bAen raised. and se'ttled.. You are no longer chi ld.ren, 
many of you have already,. all will soon have -:pa.;:Jsed the :point vvhen 
th"l .fUCe of life is the fast est ( 25) a..r .. d ,vhen the course is already laid 
dovm. You think it in your i..:mocency stra.ic5ht , .. ait awhile the curves 
do not become a:p]arent until aft er 11 la er i se d.e quarant e aus". UJ;On 
tvw 1:oL1ta I should. like to touch briefly. 

Disclociate absolutely your faith, frotl your science. They canrrot 
like the wr.._eat and the tares c;;row toc:;etLer till the harvest. They 
have nothinc; .v-i:ataver tc d.o with each ot•.J.er J.lld. che mental worries of 
;y ou:ng men are Lar e:Sely due to vvret che d at t eL:_pt s to mi:x the oil of faith 
with thA s-ater·s of science. If you ar'3 to enjoy a faith for heavens 
sak-l _have one and not a oastard. cha.:.-'-geling, the outcome of a hopeless 
attettlpt to reconcile irr<lco.ncil:1bles. You must ~et i:r:.to the fra:1e of 
r:1ind of Terlullian who could say certm est _quia 2:!I!.t·ossibi~ or of 
that fbunt of fa.i th Slr r-homaa Browne,. nr.:ethi:o.Ks therr-; b~ net in_possib 
iliti:~s enough in religion ±'or an active faith... r,ut this you will 
say -.vas lone.:; ago. . The cond.i t ions of faith in these su_pernal thL1gs 
have wt cl18.11ged. 3.11d .itcl alJ:-ha a.'ld. 0'1.ega is ex1:-ressed equally 1vell in 
the l~)th. century. tir1e:::>. 

tt,/e have but fa,ith we cam.ot kr .. cw 
/ For xmov.rledge is of thii:gs ·;ve see 11 

Tn that d_ali(;lltful Collections a.r-'-d Recollectionb a story is told. of J!.n 
Oxford cltude_cJ.t iL the 1-ass Di vi_c_i ty exam \l~ll't'\-:._ed faith as 11 the 
fac~..1lt;y '.71-~.ich 8Id.blet:J Ucl to beLJ.eve that which -V'e .!i.llO'i:t is not true". 
Tnat is 0-bout the ueutal attitude of the Lla.Il who ~aLes of faith ar_:L 
.3cience in ~h~ .._,ar..le breath. If you are UHd9ttled. in these uat ters 
do not make the fund.ar::er::.tal nist a.ke of seeKir~6 coL.solation in Sp·ancer, 
Dar-.in -~-d. ruxley. Mlat ha.v e they to do with fa..i th? The Fhiloso:ph. 
at ~ie a.d.en;y of La,·" .r J .c. t :.Pir lives en racting :::>1l.!lbe runs for 
cucu.Llbers. 68Leration of la<is , ..;....._d. lassie:::> too, I fear have been 
enc:Saged. in a ::;iuilar missioa .in ta.A:ing t,~~ese (J;reat uasters as ,laster 
in Isr...:.el, w:l&::~r,as L1 uLc;se ~vnstions tr.ey ::J.r~ urlholy FhilL:;tines • 
..n:l the cth":lr 1 oint I WL;;:;h to ~.J.Le is -"hat as you _...r8 ~ ... ot Lere to 0<Jt 
_;_lhLr..lc::io_. _:_L. the8e ,.a.'CLero, :sL.ce a 1..1ed.ico..l ;:,Chool :-1s d. rule i8 not 



a :place to get it bett8l~.:(for u· ... lo than.t.: your stn-::l). The 
Liti.::"':J.LleB, of the ~~s you will S"'9 "L-acted., thA ~:-a.gic fat--~ 
of thr, children of sorrow, the ho_p;leGSI48dS of cr:..g Lot so uny touches 
to iL3 i'1 1 ths the human Le.:.rt by nwhich .\e live". u:r ... arity~ means 
the '?V"~".: ,~~ ~ra.ctict1 of .1edicine. Hoye in thr, f~ilnre "-J.rings 
~ t er~1al and.. Letween the/ U.oJ.i rtJ..ti ons of ::l~crat es a.r4d 3t •. r..:here~a. tr"":ra 
lS llt~l8 d.lffer(:;nce. ':l.'<:A.Ke aNay }!'::;._tt. r-rou J:IOOr humanlty a.na. lt lS 

-('left ;..oo::- i:.J.deed. .tL . .~.J. even those \~l:1ose COLciOlatior.~.s are in old 
/:philosophy :3...;:J..d. ,.;ho bellevr, t ... ~a.t :...l L ..._,;::; over dlen the '"lLJ:-tY c;:a3,;:; is 
· turned. dodl.L, could. .1.10t .vish to de_1.,rive, in their 110dt ca'.lou;:; . ....~.ouents, 

eve:::.!. Laod.u.o,3cia.c.s of the cc.r1fort, the very ge.~._ui:c.e OOLfort, the 
rites of the c ..... urch affcrd.. Feeble helpL~ss crea.tures de arrive, 
feeble lDlple;;;.s crea.t~~res we de.l:'.:1rt; ,;hither? Sci:ru: .. oe ca.rmot saJ, 
Faith d.oes; your function as !>hysiclaJ.-:ts is clear to ~~al\:e death li..:::e 
birth ci .3l"":?..P ... ;..Ld a fcrbn'- l.!.lcjo 

11 ,/ritten chiefly ii~ the train from 'rinea..t-iclis to •'Oston CO.]!ied Se,I;t 
24th a.ud 25tL • 


