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§':“§ritien chiefly in the train Fragment written by W. O. (Script)
‘&) from Mindeapolis to Bosten RIS ‘ : '
copied Sept. 24th and 25ths- ¢ on 1" West-Franklin Street
notepaper.
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““In such 4 gathering I'have a fesling of embrarrassment “such
¢’ as that “which overtook the son of Kish in the remorable incident
aft>r the finding of his fathers asses. It has been my practice
 for.years not to talk oy religious guestions holding "with Wxr'. Rogers
f Vmhio Waen agked of what religion he was replied, "The religion of all
[ sensible men," and pray Mr. Regers what ‘is that, "Why all sensible
"I men Keep that to themselves*, in ‘many ways & Vary poor answer since
‘. it comes within the scathing denmunciation ¢f —————— ;

" Thrice at least has the kind secretary of your society bidden
me t6 this anual gathering, but I have weakly evaded the responsibility

3 with a call out of town or an urgent comsyltation..  This time he
wg agked me early in the spring, and T gave & definite promise. Remember
) ing my early experiences, L could not trust myself to speak in meeting
2 “so you will pardon a brisf wWritten note.. ¢Theresians, Lacdaceauns,
“Rimmonites and Galeoans? ‘
: , * ‘The Therssians (Foot note) St. Theresa, the T sister of the
Saraphim in Crakshaws poem: ST,
*By all of Him we have in thee;
Leave nothing of myself in nme.
Let ne so0 read my life thaf L
' A8 Tuto a'l life of Mine may die™ S =
form the wee speck of leverd in the dough of society. TWach, K of us
knows ons or two, some Of us three, we physicians see rnore of them
than otherss They are the trues followers of Christ,’ who for him
forsake all, living his life to save their own. ~ They constituts

the little block smAea -of in the Gospel. @In every commmnity, such
‘“ ag those days at Antioch, they and they alone have saved Christlianity.
Many are callad, few are chosen." lany are the “fler )y few are the
[vited ; ; Christ ang FPlato both understodd that man was not &
religﬁous animal, and that to be inisted did not necessarily mean to
be of the elesct or te be a mystic. g e s :

‘ To be a really good Laodacoean is the height of attainment in
these times for the average man or -woman. - The great bulk of our
 frieflés come in this class, good honest folks, fit neither for heaven
or hell, but who fesl on Sundays a strong preference for the former
place. For & Theresians life they may wistiully wish but in the
_conditions of modern gociety it is simply impossibla. They TAlt

the churches, pay the taxes, and the doctors, support missions and
‘Ao generally the work of the authorized world and-do it well. 1t

ig a shame to call them Laodaceoans but there is no other word guite
g0 appropriate. | _ ‘ . = * !

The Rimmonites form a large aul grcwing_classmA They have wander
ed from the faith of their youth, but nothing better has offered. They
are conformists and Naaman towd himself in the house of Ri t
keep on good i i is me | 5 ; Mgt
P on good terms with his master so to keep the pea®e at home, and



£or othér-Peagons these men conform to the ordinary usages of Christian
society, and on Sunday go to church ==-if for other reagons as Taine
says, to freshen in tnemsplves the sentiment of the ideal.

The Gallioans are the agnostics, latent or arrived, who care for
none of these things holding with Buckle that in these matters ®"we have
no trustworthy. 1nformatlon and 10 ueans of obtalnlnv any" .

They are very (lentiful, always have besen in the uedlcal profession,
and are shocking boggies to thé Laocdaceans many of them however, are
“‘not bad men, far from it, and have illustrated the "incomprehensible
to the twa Tirst groups by living modpl lives, as did for example Charles

Darwin.

Now in ome or other of thess categories we are all ranged not all
of us kKnowing in which, fartlcularty the Theresians whoseé grace of
“humility is - such that® they would “be sho¢ked t6 be places so highe
,Fortunately befdre yoduﬁeachﬂmost of the problems that soéoner or later
worry “ug all,  have been raised and settled. You are na lénger cnlldrnn,
many of you have already, all will soon have passed the 301nt when
the “pace Of life is the fdstest (25) and when the course 1s already laid
down. You think it in your innocency strdight , wait awhile the curves
do not become apparsmt until after *"la crise de guarante iams®. TUpon
two points I should 1ike to touch.brlnfly. : :

Digsociate absolutely your faith from your scisnce. They cannot
like the wheat and the tares  grow together till the harvest. They
have nothing whatever tg. do w1th each other a1d the mental worries of
young men are Larvely due to wretched attempts te mix fhechil of faith
with the waters of science.  If you are to enjoy a faith for heavens

gsakels Have one and not a bastard changeling, the outcome of a hopeless
attempt to reconcile irr@concilables. . You must get into the frame of
. mind of Terlullian who, could say Certum est quia impossibile or of
. that fount of faith Sir Thomas Browng, “"llethinks there Jbe not.impossib
ilities enough in religion for an active faith¥. But  this you will
say. was long ago.- The conditions of faith in these supernal things
have not gchanged and its ~alpha. and oweca.ls exfressed squally well in
the 19th. century. times. 4
e have but faith we cannot know

P For knowledge is. of things we see*

r In that delightful Gollectlons and Recollectlons a story is told of a&n
: Qxford aLuaeut iri the pass Divinity exam waho deferwed faith ag "the
; faculby which enables us to believe that which we know is not true®.
@hat is about the mental attltude 0f the man who talks of falth and
,sclencn in the sapie breath. . If you, are unsettled in these hatters
/@0 not‘make the fundarental: ‘Yistake of ‘geeking consolation in Spsncer,
{Darw1n and uxlay. What have they to do with faith?'y The Philosoph.
at Achdemy of Lagad leir lives extracting sunbeams for
cucumbers. 1 generation of lads,and lassies too, I fear have been
engaged in a blmllar mission .Jin takln these great nasters as master
in Israel, whersas in these guestions they ars unholy Philistines.

And the other point I wish to make 1§ that as you are not here to get
instruction in these matters, sinte a medical school as 2 rule is not

o



Fragment .contd.

a. place to get it betterdd (for this thank your stars). The
pitifulnes: of the SotfGes you will see enacted, the tragic fates |
of the children of sorrow, the hopelessness of the lot so many ‘touches |
to its depths the human heart by "which we live®. Charity—tire means
the everyday practice of medicine. Hope in the failure springs
eternal and between the ,aspirgtions of Secrates and St. Theresa there
is little difference. /Take away Faith from poor humanity and it is
ffieft poor indeed. And even those whose consolations are im old
philosophy and who believe that all is ever when the empty glass is
' turned down, could not wish to deprive, in their most callous moments,
even Laodacecians of the comfort, the very genuine comfort, the
rites of the church afford. Feeble helpless creatures we arrive,
feeble helpless creatures we depart; whither? Sciance cannot say,
Paith does; your function as physicians is clear to make death like
birth a sleep and a forgettiing. -

"Written chiefly in the train from Mineapolis to boston copied Sept
24th and 25th. :




