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Henry I. Bowgifch was one of t?i‘é«\finest characters I have ever
met in the professienj - with the:true Pire. I valusd his friendship
highly. I pet him in 1875 and he introduced me to his nephew H. P. B.
who becamg-tne of my dearest friends. e

We Osler™

Tetter from W, 1. Bowditch.

Dezar Dr. Osler,

Boston, Desc. 6,1B20Q.

How I should like te be present at your Historical Clubl Bat my
deys for such pleagures ars gones.  Like everything yewidetet Fohus
Hopkinag, I sit at a distance and admirs.

How utterly ignorant Medical students, and the marjority of their
elders alse,,are of the Histery-of %.{eucm@%ﬁiously illustrated in
our city. For forty years gemmas under the digtion of Dr. H. J.
Bigelow the Society for-lMedical Iuprovement ——sed has been willing to
receive and guard the portrait of am unknown surgson as the likeness
of Ambroise Pars and had his name on the frame. It waz mot until
forced by various documents and photographs and years of indifference
or opposition that the Society bkecame convinced that Fare’s name
must be taken from the frame. During the time necessary.te bring
thig abouts I was astonished at the ignorance displayed in regard to
this great man, this really noble scribel One of the elders ¢ middle
aged, secemed astonished thetI carsd to prevent the Soclety froum Bending
down to posterity & lying portrait of him, gaid *Who apd what was
Ambroise Paré® * I have always thought of him am being only a great
butcher®! Your Historical Sociéty will tend to prevent such calamities,
hersafter, where you have influence. .Dr. Bigelow after the name
was removed.set to work to find cut who the man was who had represented
Pard for half a century nearlyg, and by correspondence with Le Rauluuers

22-. & use af photography he found out that Francls Herard,& wmdn oW

" totally unknown to fame, a surgeon who flourished (if we can uge that
exyression) in the century after Pard has usurped his name
And this Dr. B. published in the jeped a8 an "Art Discovery™
But Dr. B. makes no allusion te the fact that he was at the pur-

? chase of the picture and consented to the name , ot actually
name, it Earé)aﬁﬁ_;qérﬁainl;g as I,can make voach for from the firat
moment I (1@«4 my disbelief, con«*tex;d.ei against any chamge belng nade.
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QTM@ my date peimted so conclusively toethe Society ths gross .
blunder that had been made , that the members voted almost unamimously
to remove the frame. Then and mot till.then Bigslow took hold of the
question and has worked it out most admirably. ., and as if'it had heen
domwe of his own aceord @nd not after the rebtike gf tle Soaisty. His forty
years of opposition wholly ~Aewa4 in his paper.

Goodbye. God keep: all the workers at Johns Hoplins. I say
this heartily dear Dr. for I am still simple enought to f e
that there is a Supreme Being woveKejumni wa W %wzums{e
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Give my kimd regards to PRI, oy yow sze him. Whdt a fine
fellow he ig! He dezserves to De Surgeon General.

Yours very truly
P! 3

Hemry I. Bowditch.
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