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From Bull. of Johns Hopkins Hospt. Dec. 1910.
IN MEMORTIAM, N
g DR. JOHN HEWETSON. \\\\
1867-1910 A

The men of the first few years cf the existence of this hospital
formed 2 very happy band - ycung and eager, with a greatproblem be-
fcre them, toc grest, indeed, to be fully eppreciated by us,. It
was a motley group that the gift of = new foundsticn in medicine
had brocught together, strsngexs to each.other, strangers in a strange
city; yet there wes something in the sir, and scmedhing in the spirit
of the place thatquickly ripened 2 mutusl trust into gccd fellowship.
The "lead" alresdy given by thst gre:t triunvirate, Martin, Remsen
@nd Welch, with M¥% Gilman's streong perscnality and intense interest
in the hospital (whichheé had opened for the trustees) msde the run-
ning comparatigely easy. It has often been remarked that the reppta-
tion cf the Johns Hovpkins *edical Schocl has beeh mede by its ysung
men, to which I may ncte incidentally my shelves bear weighty testi-
mony in the 12 vclumes . with the 500 papers of the graduates of the
schocl during the first 8 years. We were singularly fortunate in
the senicr assistants with whom the werk befan, Coubcilman Lafleur,
Brockway and Robb. I have Forgctten how it was thsat Bafleur came
tc us from Montresl, probacly thrcugh my friends Ross and MacDonnell,
but it procved a very happy selecticn, and the "Dane® as we loved to
call him, gsve a certain cachet to the pcsition, which his successors
have teen keen to appreciate. In the first year wehad for house
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physiciens Toulmin from Philadeiphia, Reese from Baltimore, and "Al"
Scott from Philedelphia, all ccngeniasl spirits and enthusisstic work-
ers, Reese was cut off by tuberculosis at the very outset of a
brillisnt career;, while his meny friends had tc lament Scott's un-
timely death last year. As the werk grew the fcllowing year Simon
and Hoch eame intc the house. Then, in the summer of 1891, Thayer
Jcined the staff, gnd in Octcéber succeedeq Lafleur ss Rirst sssistant.
_In(!]ﬂ@ there came to us, probably throcughthe influence of Lafleur,
John Hewetscn from McGill, whe had just finished a term of residence
at the Montreal Genersl Hospital. I have just had the sad news of
his death, and wish tc pay e brief tribute tc his memory. Long
practice has given me a fair ccntrecl of my vasc-mcteoers, but my grip
has never been sure when a letter cr scme incident bacught suddenly
tc my mind the tragedy of the life of "Jack® Hewetscn. As I write
there cones the far-swsy visicn of s young face, frank and cpen,
with the grey-ilue yees thet lcoked sc true, and a voice to matck,
with e merry laugh - nc wonder thast everyone lcved him! Three
happy years he 1ived with us, grcwing intc a strong, earnest worker,
and ccntributing with Dr Thayer an important mecmcgraph on malaria,
and meny mincr papers. Frank Smith and Barker, vho joined the
staff abcut the seme time, became his devoted friends. The con-
trcller, Mr Winder Emery, at once fell under his spell, and it was
touching tc see the affecticn with which the stern cld martinet re-
garded the younger man., In 18%4 Dr Hewetscn went tc Germany, and in
Leipzig appeared the signs of pulmcnary tuberculosis. He had had a
pleurisy in Mcntreal, and the disesse made rapid progress, He re-
turned tbh Califcinis, where his father lived, and began tc fight the
long and losing battle which has just ended. Brave and cheefful,
never repinking, even in his broken bife, much happiness - happiness
that comes with a devoted wife and Bithful friends. We whe loved
him in thcse early days have never regovered from the tragedy of

the wreck ¢f 2 career of such peculiar prcmise., W.0.
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