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Dec. 1,

lly dear Willie

You'll make 2ll reasonable excuses Tor the okd llother not writing
as often as she might to her dearly beloved, scme days "the grasshopper
is a burden" and then I do as little as possible.

There is a hun of Xmas=tide in the air now-=children are on the aleitt
making their little plans and having private converse with the old Santa
Claus as to presents etc.--the elderlies are aware that they too must
wake up and bestir themsélves. I asked the boys the other day if I
might be excused making the mince meat and the Xmas pudding but was not
allowed to think of sueh an escape and as I want to give each of th
grand-children a small gift there is no time to loses I shall fall back
on books for those who are devoted to them, and for Gwendolyn I want if
possible to get "Little Wanderlin" I tried to unearth it last yesr but
it was not to be had in Toronte. Nellie will make encuiries for it
next week but I want you to enquire for it at VWanamakers as well for
even if I have two copies I shall be able to find devourers for them. It
is such a favourite with children.

You will be glad to hear that lay is improving I know they send you

word, Jennette was here Bast evening and said they did not think her
guite as bright through the day as she had been for itwo previcus days
still there was improvement through the week. Gwendolyn is to dine with
us tomorrow she is a most amusing e¢hild. Hennie has asked to have Her-
bert and Campbell for part of the holidays then H will go to Annies.
Carrie will have two little girls one of C's and one of ‘nnies with her
the others being at Hosedale. We can take in the two C's and other small
chicks with them as Alec will be at Peer Park--of course we shall have
room for you and hope you will be able to give us longer than last fmas.
Ve get little eclippings from the papers telling of your removal to Balt-
imore with a great flourish of trimpets yocu sent the liontreal paper which
I clipped and sent to Chattie, another versiocn was in the Empire. EB

is in Ottawa will be away for a fortnight. Carrie uses her crutchew

with great ease now and her general health is very good. Amy is better
and looking the sweetest of sweets. Geortie has been at the Trews at
Stratford for the last fortnight. Yather you will think much as usuval if
he keeyps as he is till you come.

Now Alec and supper came in and as it is 19 p. me. I think I had
better finish my scribble with our best love to you.

Fver your loving lMother
Ellen Osgler.

S —— . -




