From James Ritchie.
T'® Regius Professorshj

cushz/ 01,74

Xug. 12, 1904,
28 , Beaumont Street,
OXFORD.

(seript)

Dear Frofesscr Osler,

A Many thasnks for your kind ncte regarding the Regius
Frofesscrship. I can truly sey I am delighted thst the Oxford Medicel
Schcol is tc have such a strorg ond distinguished head and I feel sure
thet @ll those cf us who are teachers will wapk lcyally anibarmcniously
under ycur leadership for the good of medical education in this Univer-
sity. As my name was menticned in connection with the Prcfessorship

I shculd like to teke -thisopportunity of making my position perfectly
plain to you. I made it clear from the cutset thst I did nct wish
the appointment for its cwn sake and I consented to the Osford teachers
putting my nsme forwsrd entirely because they were convinced that the
association of the Regius Professorship with the Readership in Pathology
(which I hcld) wes the only way open at the time for making the salary
¢f the head of the Pathologiceal Dept. apprcach thst of the heads of the
cther Departments, This,I understend, OSir J. B. Sanderson, Professcrs
«Gotch and Thomscn have for scme time held tc be a desideratum. You
will therefore see that my feelings are very different from what they
might have been if I had been eager for the positicn of head of the
School which certeinly I hever was.,

I fear it will be rather a wrench for you in scme ways to
leave the Univwersity with which ycu have been sc long asscciated but
I hope the heartiness of the welcome which I feel certain you will
have in Oxford will in some measure be a compensaticn,

Sincerely yours,

JAMES RITCHIE,
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