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It is easy to understand, upon read-,
ing Dr. Willlam Osler’s lecture on|
“Science and Immortality” (Houghton,
Miffin & Co.) why the lecturer hesi-
tated to speak upon the Ingersoll|
foundation at Harvard, which was es-|
tablished with a view to strengthening
faith in immortality; for his own faifh, |
if it may be called that, is but dim. |
He divides the world into three classes, |
the Laodiceans, who are indifferent to{;
the idea of immortality, the Gallionians,
who ignore the whole question andii
like their prototype “care for none of |
these things”: and the Teresians,—the
idealists who walk by faith, and know
themselves to be immortal. If Dr.|
Osler belongs to either of these classes, |
it is to the second, forhisown confession |
of faith, reached after all his specula-|
tions, is that he “would rather be mis-

taken with Plato than be in ‘the right |
with those who deny altogether the life | |

after death.” However the reader may
regret Dr. Osler’s conclusions, or per-
haps we shouid say the absence of any,
he cannot fail to be held by the singu-
iar charm of his literary style.
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