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It Is easy to understand, upon read-~ 
Ing Dr. Wllliam Osier's lecture on 
"Science and Immortality" (Houghton. 
Miftln & Co.) why the lecturer hesi­
tated to speak upon the Ingersoll\ 
foundation at Harvard, which was es­
tablished with a view to strengthening 

1 faith In imm~rtality; tor his own tait'h, 
11' it may be called that, Is but dim. 
He divides the world into three classes, ~· 
the Laodiceans, who are inditrerent to 
the idea of immortality, the Gallionians, 
who ignore the whole question and I 
like their prototype "care for none ot 
these things": and the Tereslans,-the 
idealists who walk by faith, and know 
themselves to be Immortal. It Dr. 
Osier belongs to either or these classes, 
it is to the second, for his own confession 1 
ot faith, reached after all his specula­
tions, is that he "would rather be mis- 1 
taken with Plato than be In the right 
with those who deny altogether the li!e 1 
after death." However the reader mayl 
regret Dr. Osier's conclusions, or per-· 
haps we sholl'ld say the absence of any, 
he cannot !ail to be held by the singu­
iar charm of his literary style. 


	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-100-89_001

