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_one of=the—lectures on thls /Féu.ndatwn, and in 1902 (?) had approached Crelleon., Hltpelel
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g_,ﬁeleh on the subgect, Mw}}wing eerrespeﬁ‘a"ﬁce ensueéu-. o
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-grom Dr. Welch: that so far as he could see Science had nothing to

)
do with Imortality.-jw

M Eliot<#nat was just what he wanted him t0 AT fesns)

FromDr, ?Jelch- that it would not be possible to fill an hour in

> J
.8aying so.

_’ dos T 7 { fanr toi- e nuff T taan /
F ?‘hether I*ﬂr. Eliot had forgotten this eplsod_e ‘er-—not, I i

~but he apprmmwmth&foﬂmm,(at Bar Harbor I—be-
fc"ﬁwiu—u\ Pt bei PP wis et tlae Uu\Lf ’
Iievey; and 1t led to the same series of- repla:em r, Eliot then sa&id nselirad. &
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-that he would-centinue to-pester Dr. Velch -raa-’s»i.—l»zg.aagave the leetures
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unless he would get someone else to give trhenrin his place, and-Welch
emmt&rw%/“h
suggested Osler,-and-te of=if he-would-write+0-08: and-1e
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himselrtowerd-ureing-him-t0-accept. This was-done, and &dav or two
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after the-xinvitatn.on had been sent from Cambridge Dr. Welch dropped in
UFatlopr tomamsalin.’ e haxc s

at 1 West Franklin St., and Osler—said:
w?. mgeleh; what do you think? They have asked me to give the Inger-
soll Lecture."
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Weleh:; "How splendid; you're going to accept of course,”
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It must have been in the Fall of 1903,and the next Spring was a very

hectic time, with preparations for a trip to England possibly wi‘sh the
fore-kiaowled.ge that he was to approached regarding the Regius Professor-
shipy; with the preparation of mazb\other promised papers; with a revision
of the Textbook (?); and in despai:l few days before May 18th the day

of the Lecture approached; he fled to lew Yorllst,lfﬂoqk g room in the Uni-

\
versity Club over night, and the next morning wrote the entire Lecture in

the library of the club., He ca.mé back that afternoon and read the Lec~—
ly its :inal form, so full
of allusions and guotations from ﬂ%ﬁ, fron "In Memoriam® and other
sources, that one needs to read it with the Bible\in one hand and a2 copy
of Tennyson in the other. The only real preparati that he had been

able to make for it was to get the head nurses in the ospital to give him

some exact transcriptions of the last words of dying patients, and the

sum total of it was that most people die quietly and comfor\ibly without
last messages, and those that are attributed to great men who have passed
ere usually apochryphal, Though a charming essay, and endentldr\?itten

in some haste, for a careful checking up of the references shows that he
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has misquoted his sources in several places even in the volume containing

the essay as corrected for publication,

Ur, Eliot, perhaps most of all, was disappointed, =nd admits the

fact,
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(In C.W.E's letter of April 8, 1920, he says tFat he asked V.0,
twice, and that the first time he refused eﬁéigetically, It is possible
that he may be recalling Welch's refusals. Dr, Welch must check up this

story. )
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